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ADVERTISEMENT, 



The following work is presented to the pubtic ^ a 

m 

compendium of valuable rather than original informa- 
tion. In its composition the author has freely availed 
himiself of what was b^ore written on the sulgect^ 
and is very ready to anticipate the scrutiny of criti* 
cism, by avowing, that the greater part of his mate* 
rials have been extracted from the well-known and 
justly-celebrated performance of sir William Dugdale, 
published in folio in }666, 1 667, and 1 680, under 
the title c£ " Origines Juridiciales.** 

To give the substance of that expenuve Bnd in-: 
teresting work, with the additional advantage of 
Tiews of the places described, was the primary, ax)d, 
in &ct, the only object here aimed at. But manji 
alterations and improvements presented thmselvea 
in proceeding ; by the adoption of which, the pre^ 
sent volume will be found to differ very materially; 

« 

from an abridgment. Valuable as the Origine^ Jwri^^ 
didales certainly is, it must be acknowledged to be a 
repulsive book to modem readers. Many d Us de-. 
tails are dry and prolix ; much matter is interwoven* 
with the text> which being but remotely coniiected 
lyith it, might have been wttfa^inore propriety put 
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into notes; and it abounds in redundancy of expreS'- 
•ion, a fiiult imputable to the style of the age. 

By taking advantage of these circumstances, what 
is really of importance in that book is not only here 

« ■ 

preserved, but room has been af!brded for a great 
quantity of additional information ; and the whole^ 
while it assumes a more attractive form, it is hoped 
will be found of increased utility, 

Tkoo publications on this subject have already issued 
from the press :— one published in 1 790, and called 
^^ Historical Memorials <^ the English Laws, Inns of 
Court,** &c. is a mere reprint of part of Dugdale ; 
the other (a very recent performance), though it 
may, perhaps, have the advantage of the former in 
point of embellishment, is so extremely superficial, as 
by nolneans to answer the purpose of an History of 
the Inns of Court and Chancery : neither of them 
possesses good plates. This is not said to defM^eciate, 
but to apologize for the appearance of a third work ; 
of whose superiority, after having thus feiriy stated its 
claims, the public must judge. 

Of the engravings, it is unnecessary to speak ; 
Htmr number and the accuracy with which they are 
executed wiH best plead for any^ deficiencies which 
nay be found in the letter-press. 
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CHAP. I. 



OP THE ANTiaUITY OP THE COMMON LAW OF 

ENGLAND. 

That collection of unwritten maxims and customs 
which is called the common law of England, how- 
ever compounded, or from whatever fountains derived, 
has, no doubt, observes a certain great author, sub- 
sisted immemorially in this kingdom ; being, in fact, 
as ancient as the differences betwixt hian and man : 
hence the old lawyers, with much warmth, contend 
that these customs are as remote as the primitive 
Britons, and continued down through the several 
mutations of government and inhabitants to the pre- 
sent time, unchanged and unadulterated; being, 
says Plowden ', no other than pure and tried reason, 
or the absolute perfection of reason, according to 
Coke ; who adds *, " the ground thereof is beyond 
the memory or register of any beginning ; and these," 
says he, " were they which the Norman Conqueror 
at his coronation did swear to observe ; being then by 
Jiim said to be bon^e et approbate antique regni leges y^ 

* Plowd. Comm. in his case of mines, fo. 3x4* 

* Coke's Instit. part ii. p. 179. 
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2 OF THK ANTiaUITT OP THE 

the good and approved ancient laws of the kingdom K 
Lord chancellor Ellesmere still more emphatically 
asserts ^ that the common laws of England are ground- 
ed upon the law of God^ and extend themselves to 
the original law of nature, and are not originally leges 
script^e^y written laws. Agreeable to this is what 

' In his Pref. to the eighth book of hit Reportt. 

* T6\d. fol. 3», ^i, 

* ** When I call these parts of our laws kges nm i€ript4ti* ujt the 
eloquent Blackstone, ** I would not be understood as if aU those laws 
were at present merely oro/, or communicated from the former ages 
to the present solely by word of mouth. It is true indeed^ that ia 
the profound ignorance of letters which formerly overspread the 
whole western world, all laws were entirely traditional, for this phdHi 
reason, that the nations among which they prevailed had but little 
idea of writing. Thus the British as well as the Gallic druids com- 
mitted all their laws as well as learning to memory ; and it is said of 
the primitive Saxons here, as well as their brethren on the continent, 
that legej sola memoria et tuu rethukmi. But with us at present the 
monuments and evidences of our legal customs are contained in the 
records of the several courts of justice, in books of reports and judi- 
cial decisions, and in the treatises of learned sages of the profession ; 
preserved and handed down to us frdhi the times of highest antiquity. 
However, I therefore style parts of our law Uges ntm saipUf because 
their original institution and authority are not set down in writing as 
acts of parliament are, but they receive their binding power and the 
force of laws by long and inunemorial usage, and by thrir universal 
reception throughout the kingdom; in the like manner as Anlus 
GclUus defines the Jiu turn scriptum to be that which is ' tadto it 
* UUterato bomimtm comensu et morihus expressum* 

^ This unwritten or common law is properly distinguishable iiit6 
three kinds : first, general customs, which are the universal rule of 
the whole kingdom, and form the common law in its stricter tod 
more usual signification : secondly, particular customs, which for 
the most part a£fect only the inhabitants of particular districts : 
thirdly, certain particular laws, which by custom are adopted and 
used by some partkalar courts of petty, generali aad extensive juris- 
diction. 
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COMMON IiAW OF ENGLAND. 3 

a venerable author^ Bracton ^, advances, that Eng- 
land, alone of all other nations, is governed by 
unwritten laws. And this circumstance by no means 
extenuates th(eir authority nor the esteem due to 
them : " it not being incongruous/' says Fleta ^, 
*^ to call our English constitutions, laws, though 
they be not committed to writing; forasmuch as 
the law itself is, that what the king appointeth hath 

** Of Uicsc general cuitomB, or the common law, properly ao called, 
it that law by which proceedings and determinations in the king's 
onlinary courts of justice are guided and directed. These customs 
or maxims are known, and their TaUdity determined by the judges in 
the several courts, who are the depositaries of the laws; the living 
oracles who must decide in all cases of doubt, and who are bound 
by an oath to decide according to the law of the land* Their know- 
ledge of that law as derived from experience and study, from the 
' vigmti amianm luaihiaticneii* which Fortescue mentions, and from 
being long personally accustomed to the judicial decisions of their 
predecessors ; which dedsions are carefrilly registered and preserved 
under the name of records^ in public repositories set apart for that 
particular purpose ; and are handed out to public view in the aume* 
rous volumes of reporu which furnish the lawyer's library. These 
reports are extant in a regular series from the reign of king Edward II. 
inclusive; and from his time to that of -Henry VHI. were pub- 
lished annually by authority, under the denomination of year^ko^ks^ 
and since that time have been continued by many private and cotem- 
porary hands, forming, with the valuable comments of the old law- x 
yers, whose works contain a rich mine of common law learning 
collected and heaped together from these sources, the common law. 
And thus much for the first ground and chief corner-stone of the 
laws of England, which is in general immemorial custom or com- 
mon law from time to time declared in the decisions of the courts of 
justice ; which dedsions are preserved among dttr public records, 
<;xplained in our reports, and digested for general use in the autho- 
ritative vmtings of the venerable sages of the law." 

* Bracton, lib. i. chap. z. 

' Fleta, in Commentarii Juris Angycani Pnxtmio. 

B 2 



4 OF THE ANTiaUITY OP THE 

the strength of law ; viz. that^ whicli in doubtful 
cases, by the advice of his nobles, and his own au* 
thority concurring, or proceeding, shall happen to be 
promulged : for if, through want of recording, they 
should not have the estimation of laws, the mere 
writing of them would attribute no more authority 
unto them, than the justness of the judge, or the 
reason of the composer." 

To wave, however, all question of the goodness 
and authority of the leges non scripia^ and consider 
them in a mere historical point of view ; a very high 
antiquity must be conceded to tliese original elements 
of our constitution, though it may be necessary to 
qualify in some degree the strong expressions of the 
writers above mentioned, botli with respect to their 
age and purity : for notwithstanding there was never 
any formal exchange of one system of laws for another, 
yet, doubtless, by the intermixture of adventitious na^. 
tions, the Romans, the Picts, the Saxons, the Danes^ 
and the Normans, they must have insensibly intro- 
duced and incorporated many of their own customs 
with those that were before established : thereby, in 
all probability, improving the texture and wisdom of 
the whole by the accumulated wisdom of divers parti- 
cular countries. Our laws by this means, says lord 
Bacon, becoming " as mixed as our language : and 
as our language is so much the richer, the laws are 
the more complete ®." 

Leaving the uncertain conjectures of antiquaries, 
who endeavour to trace the origin of the English 

* BlackstoDc. 



COMMON LAW OP ENGLAND. 5 

laws to SO remote a period as the existence of druid- 
ism, and the government of the early British 
princes, it may be observed, that the first code of 
which we have any certain record, is that used an- 
ciently by the Mercians, called merchenlega^ which 
was translated by Gildas, and was observed in the 
midland counties and those bordering on the princi- 
pality of Wales, the retreat of the ancient Britons^ 
-and therefore very probably intermixed with the 
British or druidical customs. The laws of Ethdbert *, 
A. D. 612, which are extant in an ancient manu- 
script called Textus Roffensis ', as recorded by bishop 
JBrnuIph, about the year 760 ; together with those of 
Jna, Alfred *, Edward the Martyr, Athelstan, and 
Etheldred, all kings of the West Saxons, whose 
collections are to be seen at large, recorded by 
Brompton and others ^, and received the general de- 

^ Beds Eccl. Hist. lib. iL cap. 5. 

' Penes virum cl. Rog. Twysdeo, Bart. 

* In the time of Alfred, the local customs of the several provinces 
of the kingdom were grown so various, that he found it expedient to 
compile his Jom^-^ookf or U^r JudtdaRsf for the general use of the 
whole kingdom. This book is said to have been extant so late as the 
reign of king Edward IV. hut is now unfortunately lost. It con- 
tained, we may probably suppose, the principal maxims of the com- 
mon law, the penalties for misdemeanors, and the forms of judicial 
proceedhigs. Thus much may at least be collected from that tnjunc- 
tion to observe it, which we find in the laws of king Edward the 
Elder, the son of Alfred : << Omnibus qui reipu&Iiedt pr^esuni tHam 
atque etiam manio ut ommbus ^equos se pr4tbeant judiccs ferinde ac in 
judiciaU iibro (Saxomtt bona*bec) scriptum babetur: nee qtdequam 
finmdent quin Jus commune (Saxonice polcpihte) audaeter libereque 
Meant.* Black. Com. vol. i. p. 6$. 

* Hist. Angl. Script, antiq. col. 759, and col. 820, &c« 

B 3 



6 OP THB ANTIQUITY OP TBS 

nomination of the ffest Saxon lagBj or laws of the 
West Saxons. These obtained in the counties to the 
south and west of the island, from Kent to Devon- 
shire, and were probably the same with those men* 
tioned to have been compiled by Alfred, bang the 
municipal law of &r the greater part of his dominions, 
and particularly including Berkshire, the seat of his 
peculiar residence. The next we know of were pro- 
mulgated by the Danes, who governed the eastern 
and northern shores of the kingdom, and were called 
the Dane lagej or Danish law; the very name of 
which speaks its original and composition. This was 
principally maintained in the rest of the midhnd 
counties, and also on the eastern coast, the part most 
exposed to the visits of that piratical people. As for 
the very northern provinces, they were at that time 
under a distinct government. 

Out of these before-mentioned three laws, viz. 
Merchen lega. West Saxon 1^, and Dane lega, 
each of which prevailed in difierent districts, and the 
inhabitants of which mutually sacrificed some of their 
own special privileges, in order that the whole king- 
dom might enjoy the benefit of one uniform and 
uiiversal system of laws, did the Confiessor sdect 
the best and choicest, and reducing them into one 
body to be observed throughout the whole kingdom, 
called them the common law^; which laws of 
Edward are published at large by Lambard*. This 

^Coke't Reports, part iii. in protta. 

^De priadtibiKL Lcg« foL u6» b« Chran. H. ED%ktoii,ool.«355. 



work^however^ weareassureduponthecreditof anqient 
authors, was projected and b^un by^his grandfather 
king Edgar ; and indeed both these undertakings of the 
two monarchs seem to have been no more than a new 
edition or fresh promulgation of Alfred's code, or 
dome-^baok^ with such additions and improvements as 
the experience of a century and an half had sug- 
gested. For Alfred is generally styled by the same 
historians, the legum Anglicanarum c<mdiior, as Ed- 
ward the G)nfessor is the resiitutor. These, how- 
ever, ^^ are the laws which our hjistories so often 
mention, under the name of the laws of Edward the 
Confessor, which our ancestors struggled so hardly 
to maintain under the first princes of the Norman 
line ; and which subsequent princes so frequently 
promised to keep, and restore, as the most popular 
act they could do when pressed by foreign emer- 
gencies or domestic discontents. These are the laws 
that so vigorously withstood the repeated attacks of 
the civil law, which established in the twelfth cen- 
tury a new Roman empire over most of the states 
of the continent i states that have lost, and perhaps 
upon that account, their political liberties ; while the 
free constitution of England, perhaps upon the 
same account, has been rather improved than 
debased. These, in ^ort, are the laws which gave 
rise and original to that collection of maxims and 
customs which is now known by the name of the 
common law ; a name either given to it in contra- 
distinction to other laws, as the statute law, the civil 
law, the law merchant, and the like ; or more pro- 

B 4 
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bably as a law common to all the realm, the^'itf e(m^ 
mum or folcrighiy mentioned by king Edward the 
Elder, after the abolition of the provincial customs 
and particular laws before mentioned/' 

William the Conqueror, on possessing himself of 
the government of the country, caused a view to be 
taken of all the before-mentioned laws ; and approv- 
ing some and rejecting others, added also his own 
Norman constitutions, to accommodate the subjects 
of that dukedom, many of whom he had brought 
over with him, and made an establishment of such 
as he thought most just and wholesome for his do- 
minion*. But this incorporation was not effected 
without much suit of the native English % for he 
would have imposed upon them ' the laws of the 
Danes and Norwegians, affirming them to be better 
than others ; profmidiores et honeshores omnibus alHs^ 
aliarumq. legibus naiionum. However, to quiet the 
growing discontents of his subjects, M. Paris tcll« 

'MS. in Scac. sub nomine Gtrr. Tilb. cap. 31. Vide Jani Angl. 
p. 63. 

' ** Post adquintionem Angliae, WiUielmut rex, quarto anno regnl 
Buiy consilio baronum suorumy fecit tummoniri, per universot An* 
glix consulatus, Anglos nobiles, sapientes. Be sua lege eruditos, ut 
corum legest & vitam & consuetudines ab ipsis audiret: elect! 
ergo de singulis patriae comitatibus viri zii. jurejunmdo coram rege 
primum confirmaTenint ; ut, quoad possent, recto tramite, neq. ad 
dextram, neq. ad sinistram divertentesy legum veritatem suarum, 
& consuetudinum sibi patefacerent ; nil praetermittentes, nil adden- 
tes, nil praeraricantes, nil mutantcs, &c." 

• Vide inter Leges S. Reg. Edw.'pcr WilL Lamb, editas, f. 138, a. 
& f. Z38, b. Vide ettam Spelm. Gloss, p. 436. Vide Flor. Wigom. 
IB anno 1149 
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41$ ^, ^^ after many disputes in the presence of Lan* 
frank J archbishop of Qinterbury, the king (at length)^ 
for quieting the people^ swore upon all the precious 
reliques in the church of St. Alban^ laying his hand 
upon die Holy Evwgelists^ Frederick^ then abbot, 
ministering the oath to him, that he would inviolably 
observe the good and approved ancient laws whkh 
had been made by the good and pious kings of £ng« 
land, his ancestors, and chiefly by king Edward"* 
(the Confessor) • 

Of these laws, Ingulphus^ the then &mou3 and 
learned abbot of Croyland, says *, " I brought with 
me from London, unto the abbey of Croyland, the 
laws of king Edward the Just, in the same language 
wherein they were made ; which my renowned lord 
king William having ratified and made authentic^ 
did, by proclamation through all the realm of Eng* 
land, command, under grievous penalties, to be in* 
violably observed ; and so recommended the same to 
liis judges/* 

The religious houses, however, were severely taxed 
by William for the support of his troops, which be- 
fore were free, and held their lands ** in pure and frank 
almoigfie"^ (free alms) • For the same purpose he im- , 
posed military tenures upon the laity and upon the peo- 
ple in general, in his purveyance for victual, which he 
caused to be taken in kitid throughout all the land. But 
the latter being found peculiarly oppressive, by the ad- 

• In Vita Frethrici Abbatis, p. 48. n. 30. Vidcsis ctiam Jani AngL 
P« 639 649 3c 65 ; et Rog. Hoved. in Viti Regis H. »• p. 347. 

' Ingulpbl Hist. p. 5x99 b. De Legibut Will. Conq. ride Seldcni' 
Jan. Angl. lib. ii. p. Z43« . 
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vice of his nobles^ he compounded for money, as we 
are told by Gervdise of Tilbury, an author who lived 
near the time*: " In the primitive state of this king- 
dom/* says he, '^ after the (Norman) conquest, there 
was not any gold or silver paid to the king out of his 
own lands, but only victual ; whereby thi daily ne- 
cessaries of the court were supplied ; and those who 
were assigned to this service knew well liow mudi 
came from each place ; coined money issuing out of 
cities and castles, where no husbandry was exercised, 
being only employed in wages, and gifts to soldiers^ 
and for other necessaries relating to the courts and 
public conventions of the realm ; which institution 
continued during all the reign of king William the 
Conqueror, and until the time of his son king 
Henry I. ; so that I myself," adds this author, who 
lived in the time of king Henry 11. ^^ have seen some 
of those who thus brought these provisions to the 
court. 

''The ofEcers of the king's house had likewise 
from some counties of this realm, whence such pro- 
lusions were due, a certain proportion of wheat ; of 
others, several sorts of provender for horses ; which 
being paid according to this settled form, the officers 
upon account with the shireeves did reduce them into 
rates of money ; viz. for so much wheat in measure as 
was a con^etency to make bread for one hundred men, 
one shilling ; for the carcase of a pasturing ox^ one 
shilling; and for a ram, or sheep, fourpence. Butaf- 

• £x MS. nuncupato Genr. Tilbur. peoci Camcnr. Scacc. csp* 
93- Videds etiam Jani Angl. p. 74 Sc 75. 
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terwards die king (Hemy L) bekig necessitated to ^ 
bejrond 8ea^ for the quieting of those stirs wluch 
were there rmsed^ and to tiiat end requiring pcady 
money as most necessary to sudi a puipose^ diere 
came a sad complaint to his oourt by a multitude of 
countrymen ; nay, which was more grievous^ thc^ 
broi:^ht their phughsharts^ aa a testimony of die 
decay of tillage^ and offered them up to him^ beiqg 
ao much distressed by hffi purveyance of victual^ thiii 
taken from their dwellings. 

^^ Hie king, therefore, being not a little moved 
therewith, did, by the advice oi hia nobles^ send 
throughout his realm divers persons, oi whose pm* 
dence and discreticm for that purpose he waa ascer-* 
tained; who travelled thereupon into sSi parts, and 
viewed every man's land, estimating the prc^rtion of 
victual paid out of the same, which th^y reduced 
into a rate of money ; and constituted the shiieeve 
of each shire the general receiver thereof ; adding^ 
that he should pay the same into the exchequer by 
weight." 

A general survey of the whole kingdom WMHiade 
by command of the same monarch ', in order that he 
might know how much land each of his barons pos^ 
aessed, aa alao the number of knights feet and 
ploughlands that it contained ; likewise what bond- 
men and what cattle any one had, from the greatest 
to the least; and what rent every Hian*s estate eodd 
yield; all whidi he appointed to be recorded in hti 

* Flor.Wigom. p.44f« . 
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exchequer at Westminster, in that well-known vo- 
hune called Doomsday Book; so named, says an 
ancient writer, " not that in it was contained a 
judgment of any doubtful matters, but that it might 
i^ot be lawful to decline that sentence for any respect 
whatsoever/' 

From the Conqueror we date many other regula- 
tions, some salutary, others so arbitrary as to have 
been long since disused. He first appointed that 
charters should be sealed with wax * by each man's 
peculiar seal ; also that pleadings should be in French, 
and that that language should be taught in schools. 
He made the loss of eyes the penalty of taking a 
deer or a goa^ ^ ; homicide he punished * by loss of 
life; and rape, by gelding the offender; and for 
preventing insurrections, commanded that at the 
ringing of a bell* every evening, the fire in all houses 
should be covered, which bell was thence called 
coverfeu, and afterwards by corruption curfew, a 
name still remembered in the writings of the poets ^. 

' * Ingulphi Hist. f. 512. 

* M. Paris. 

* H. Hunt. f. fti»» b. 

» Poljrd. Virg. Hist. lib. ix. 

* A print of the curfew, or coYerieu> used for the purpose of sud- 
denly putting out the fire, is given in a late periodical work with the 
following description : ** The method of applying it was thus ; the 
wood and embers were raked as close as possible to the back of the 
hearth, and then the curfew was put over them, the open part plaeed 
dose to the back of the chimney: by this contrivance the air being 
almost totally excluded, the fire was of course extinguished. 

^ This curfew is of copper, rivetted together, as solder would have 
been liable to melt with the heat. It is ten inches high, sixteen 
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We have no memorial of any laws made by William 
Rufus^ except that to him is ascribed the origin of 
that custom by which his successors 'first claimed the 
profits of vacant livings in the royal patronage^ com- 
monly called " FIRST, fruits ^ ." 

Henry I.^ confirmed the good laws and customs of 
king Edward^ his predecessor and kinsman^ and caused 
them to be strictly observed as well of the rich as 
' poor, throughout his kingdom r Or rather, says 
air J^ward Coke ^, ^^ because he abolished such cus- 
toms of Normandy as his father had added to our 
common laws, he is said to have restored the ancient 
laws of England." 

Henry's charter of confirmation' of those laws, 
bears date at his coronation ; and some of his own 
constitutions are added, viz. that counterfeits of 
money should have their eyes pulled out% hegeh^, 
and lose their rigkf hands ^ ; that halfpence and far- 
things should be round; that an ell for measure 
should be made the length of his own arm ^ ; and 

wide, and nine inches deep. The rev. Mr. Gosling, of Canterburfj^ 
to whom it belongs, says it has been in his family for time immemo-- 
rial, and was always called the curfew. Some others of this kind are 
•till remaining in Kent and Sussex. 

** The curfew bell is still rung in many of our country towns.'' 

' Polyd. Virg. Hist. lib. x. 

* Ric. Prior Hagustald. inter JEIist. AngL Script, col. 310, && 
s Coke's Reports. 

' Hist. Angl. Script, antiq. M. Paris. 

' R. Hoved. p. %^09 n. 40. 

' W.Gemetic. Hi^. Norm. lib. viii. cap. 23. R. Hoved. p. a74> n« %K>m 

^ R. Hoved. p. %^Qf n. 40. 

* W. Bdalmesb. lib. v. 



14 OF THE ANTiaUITY OP THB 

diat the use of lights in the night should be re* 
stored % which with fire had been prohibited by his 
fiither, after the ringing of ciyoerfeu^ every evening 
at dght o'clock. He likewise ordered the English to 
cut their hair like the Normans' ; and lastly^ fearing 
the loss kA Normandy by invasion of houis U Gros 
of France^ '* he first b^n/' says Polydme Vir* 
gil^^ '^ the imposing of a tax upon the people^ for 
maintaining of his military forces ; which practice 
his successors have since that time brought to a 
custom/* 

Siephen by his diarter^ bearing date at Oxenford - 
(Oxford), in 11 36, an. reg. 1. granted several laws 
mentioned by William of Mahnsbury, Hovedbn, &c. 
and abolished the tribute called Janegeb, viz. two 
shillings for every hide' of land, which his ];M^ede^ 
oessors had for a long time enjoyed* 

Hemy II. is remarkable for having established the 
femous '^ constitutions of Clarendon/' so called from 
the place where he assembled his noUes and prelates 
when they were pass^ed, namely, at Clarendon in 
Wilts, an. l\64. These related principally to the 
clergy, who aimed at exemption of their persons and 
property from secular jurisdiction \ 

Anno 1169 ^ made other laws', being then in 

^ Stow's Annals in an. ixoo (x H. !.)• 

' Flores Hist, in an. 1134. 

' Polyd. Virg. Hist. Ang. 189, 1. 7. 

* A hide of land was about xao acres. 

' ^ Hist. Angl. Script, col. 1385 & izZ6, &c. Math. Par. in aa. 

xx64- 

* Ibid. 2409. ^ 
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FVance, and instituted the trial by grand assize' in«- 
stead of that by battel ; and in the following years of 
his reign made likewise many other wholesome regu« 
lations. 

In the year 1170^ r^. l6. he cx)nstituted certain 
justices itinerant^; six years afterwards he assigned, 
at a grand council of his peers held at Nottingham*^ 
more justices itinerant, viz. three to ride into each 
county to distribute justice to his people, agreeably to 
the before-mentioned constitutions of Clarendon, 
which had been renewed at Northampton. 

In 1 1 79 he still further augmented the number of 
judges ^. The next year he made those constitutions 
for the assize of arms^ ^^ whereby every person, of 
what (legree soever, was assigned what weapons and 
arms for the defence of the realm he ought to have/* 
And lastly, in the year 1188, reg, 33. having made 
certain statutes and constitutions in order to an ex- 
pedition to the Holy Land, which were at first finamed 
in Normandy'; upon his return into England he 
confirmed them in a grand council held by him at 
his royal palace of Gaytington in Northamptonshire ^ 

Richard I. 1 ig4, the fifth of his reign, constituted 
divers rules for the proceeding of the justices in pleas of 
4he crown^ as recorded at lai^ by Hovedon, toge» 

* GlaiiTilly lib. ii. cap. 7, 89 9. Vide Jani Aogl. p. izo & ux. 
^ Hist. Angl. Script, col. 14x0. 

* Aanal. Rog. HoTcd. f. 3x3, b« 
*Md. 

' Brompton. 

* lb. f. 3669 a. n. ao. £t Chron. Genr. Dorobem. ia^cr BQst. Aogl. 
Script, col. is^z* 
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tber with certain statutes concerning the Jews, and 
the regulating of tournaments ; and ordered, that 
whosoever had any former grants from him should 
then come to confirm them under his new great seal. 

The next year, 11 95, Hubert, archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and justice of all England, sent the form of 
an oath to be taken by every person throughout the 
kingdom. 

^^ Anno 1197^ reg. 8. the said king did establish 
and constitute a certain assize and rule for weights 
and measures. 

** Anno 1 J98, he imposed a tallage* of five shil- 
lings upon every ploughland throughout the king-* 
dom, and appointed one clerk and one knight, with 
the assistance of the shireeve, to collect the same.** 

The same year he sent his justices itinerant into 
Lincolnshire, and the rest of the northern counties, 
to dispatch those pleas of the crown which were not 
heard by them who went into those parts last. Hugh 
Nevil, chief justice of his forests, was sent also with 
strict articles of direction what to inquire of, and 
how to proceed. These articles subjected transgres*- 
8ors upon his venison to the loss of their eyes and 
privy members, as in the time of his grandfather 
Henry ; and for lesser trespasses upon his v^i, lead<» 
ing of dogs uncoupled, and bows and arrows, to be at 
the king's mercy. 

The first constitution of John was for regulating 
and moderating the fees of the great seal, which had 
l)een.enlai^^ in the time of Richard I. and for re^. 

* Brompton. 
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fitiGbig them to what they were in the reign of his 
&ther Henry II. His next law was for establishing 
the prices of wines : he also granted to Hubert ardi- 
bishop of Canterbury^ the liberty of a mint for coin- 
ing of money in his archiepiscopal city^ together with 
authority to convert the tenure of such lands as were 
hdd of his church of .Canterbury in gavelkind^ into 
httghis service. 

In the second year of his reign he ratified th€ 
usage of his exchequer respecting such debts as 
were due to the crown. In the year 1201 he sent 
his precept to Hugh Nevil to enforce the strict ob- 
servance of the forest laws ; and the next 3rear be 
made and constituted an assize of bread upon the 
several prices of wheat. 

In 1204^ the 6th of his reign^ he issued out a 
proclamation against dipt money^ and established an 
assize fat coinage. The same year the price of a 
woregoeiottie was by the king's justices fixed at twenty 
fldiillings^ and of a mewed goshauke^ at forty shil- 
lings. But the greatest event of this prince's reign 
was the granting of the magna cha&ta^ and chart a 
DB FORBSTA^ the grand foundations of English li- 
berty^ and which may be said to have permanently 
^fixed the constitution of these kingdoms^ till then 
mic^tain^ and liable to b^ changed at the will of 
every tyrant. 

The barons had long been forming a confederacy 
against John^ who was equally odious and contempt^ 
iUe both in public tod private life ; but their union 
was broken^ or their aims disappointed^ by various 

c 
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and unforeseen accidents. The concurrence of 
Langton the primate^ who, though forced upon the 
kingdom by the see of Rome^ amply compensated to 
his countrymen by his attachment to their real in* 
terests, assisted by the despicable humiliations of thtt 
monarch himself, offered the wished-for opportunity ; 
for now having given up the independence of hia 
kingdom to a foreign ecclesiastic, his subjects justly 
thought they had a right to claim a part of that 
power which he had been granting so liberally to 
strangers* 

The barons in consequence having been convened 
in St. Paul's by the archbishop, together with a synod 
of his prelates and clergy, on pretence of examining 
into the losses sustained by the exiled bishops ; they 
were shewn a copy of Henry I.'s charter, which had 
been luckily found in a monastery, and which con- 
tained so many articles tending to restore and fix the 
boundaries of justice, that Langton exhorted them to 
msist on the renewal and observance of it. The barons 
swore they would lose their lives sooner than forego 
those claims that were founded on nature, on reason, 
and on precedent. 

Accordingly a new and more numerous meeting 
being summoned by Langton at St. Edmundsbury^ 
under colour of devotion^ he again produced to the 
assembly the confirmation of the Confessor's charter 
by Henry L and renewed his exhortations to continue 
stedfast and zealous in their former laudable conspi* 
racy. The barons, inflamed by his eloquence, and 
still more by their injuries, as also encouraged by 
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tfadr numbers^ solemnly swore' before the high altar^ 
^' that if the king refused to do them justice in the 
demands they were about to make, they would forth- 
with put themselves in arms^ and withdraw their al* 
legiance from him until such time as by his charter^ 
sealed, he would condescend thereto. And they 
ftuther concluded, that after the Christmas follow- 
ipg, they would repair unto him in a body, to repre- 
sent these their desires ; that in the mean time they 
would every one make such provision of horse and 
arms, that, in case he refused to abide by his oath^ 
made the preceding year at Winchester, to restore 
the laws of his ancestors, especially those of St* 
Edward, and to do right to every one, th^ would, 
by seizure of his castles, compel him thereto.** 

At the appointed time, pursuant to their promise 
and obligations, they repaired in the beginning of 
January to the new Temple at London, where the 
king then lodged, accoutred in militaty garb and 
equipage, and boldly charged him with his oath 
mad^ at Winchester, in which he had consented to a 
oo^rmation of the laws of Edward the G^nfessor. 
J/£>hn, &r from complying with their request, resented 
iheir presumption, and at first sought to intimidate 
them ; but at length, perceiving their power and una- 
nimity, b^ged a respite till Easter, imder the pretence 
of considering what might be done consistent with 
his royal dignity. The barons, willing to afford him 
no just ground of complaint, after mutual consulta« 
tion^ and the delivery of hostages to them, acceded to 
his request, and departed quietly to their several 

c2 
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homes. They saw their own strength^ ^ and were 
Certain at any time to enforce their demands. 

Freedom, says an elegant writer, could never have 
found a more fevourable juncture for its exertions than 
under the government of a weak and vicious mo- 
narch, such as John was; whose resistance only 
served to give splendour to every opposition. Al- 
though he had granted the barons assurances of his 
good intentions, yet nothing was further from his 
heart than complying with their demands ; for no 
sooner did he perceive the success of this evasion^ 
than, consulting his own safety, he required a renewal 
of the fealty of all his subjects, and, to secure him- 
self the better, assumed the cross as a protection to 
his arbitrary measures. But the barons, who well 
knew his duplicity, and had provided against it, by 
increasing their resources and their numbers, met at 
Stamford in the Easter week, with a mighty army, 
and on the Monday following came to Bradley * On 
this, John, in great alarm, dispatched Hubert arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Marshal earl of Pembroke, 
and other trusty persons, to know of them what laws 
and liberties those were which they required, and 
received from the barons a schedule, containing for 
the most part the ancient laws and customs of the 
realm ; the barons expressing at the same time, that 
if the king should refuse to confirm them by his 
sealed charter, they would make seizure of his cas- 
tles, until he did condescend thereto* 

The king, on receiving this instrument, flew into a 
violent passion, asked why the barons did not also 
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demand hb kingdom^ and swore that be would 
never grant to them such liberties as would make 
him their servant. But the confederacy were now 
too strong to fear much from the consequences of his 
resentment: they were no sooner told his answer 
than they immediately betook themselves to arms^ 
appointed Robert Fhzwaliery one of their associates, 
to be their general, calling him the marshal of the 
armffor God and holy churchy and proceeded without 
further oeremony to make war upon the king. They 
besi^ed Northampton during fifteen days ; they took 
Bedford; they were joyfully received into London, 
They wrote drcular letters to all the nobility and 
gentlemen who had not yet declared in their favour, 
and menaced their estates with devastation in case of 
refusal or delay. 

In the mean time the timid king was left at Odi- 
ham in Hampshire, with a mean retinue of only 
seven knights, where he vainly endeavoured to avert 
the storm by the mediation of his bishops and mi- 
nisters ; but at length finding himself totally forsaken^ 
and peroeivihg it vain to contend, he again sent the 
earl of Pembroke, with a few of his retainers, to say 
that he would meet them at a proper day and place^ 
and settle all cUf^^nces. 

The ground whereon the king*s commissioners met 
the barons was between Staines and Windsor, at a place 
palled Runnemede*, still heW in reverence by posterity 

* From Rmne$ a Saxon word signifying council or dcHberationi and 
jtfrir, a meadow. On the kin^^s dde appeared the archbishops of 

C 3 



22 OF THE ANTIQUITY OF THB 

as the spot where the standard of freedom wb^ fint 
erected in England. There the barons appeared with a 
vast number of knights and warriors^ on the 15 th day 
of June^ while those on the king^s part came a day or 
two after. Both sides encamped apart like open 
enemies. Hie debate between power and precedent 
is generally but of short duration. The barons, 
determined on carrying their aims, would admit of 
few abatements ; and the king's agents being for the 
most part in their interests, few debates ensued. 
After some days the king, with a &cility somewhat 
suspicious, signed and sealed the charters required of 
him # ** charters which are the famous bulwark of 
English liberty .*• The first was called chabta com- 

MUOTS LIBERTATUM, Or MAGNA CHARTA; the 

Charter of Liberties, or Great Charter; the other 
was called charta de forest a, or the Charter of 

Cantcibury and Bublio, with thc^ishopi of X^ndon, Winchester, 
Lincoln, Bath, Worcester, Coventiy, and Rochester; Pandolf, the 
pope's' legate; and Aymeric, master of the knights templars in 
England : and of the laity, William Marshal^ earl of Pembroke; 
the earls of Saliabtuyy Warren, and Arondel; with the banms Alan 
de Galloway, William Fitz-Gerald, Peter and Matthew Fitz^Heiberty 
Thomas and Alan Basset, Hugh de Nevis, Hubert de Burgh, senes* 
chal of Poictou ; Robert de Roppesley, John Marshal, and Philip de 
Albiney. As for those on the barons' side, they were almost innu- 
merable, according to Matthew Paris: the chief were, Robert Fitz« 
Walter, the general; Richard earl of Clare; Geofiry earl of Essex 
and Gloucester; Roger Bigod, earl of Norfolk and Su£FoIk; Saher 
earl of Winchester, Robert ear! of Oxford, Hugh earl of Here- 
ford, William Marshal the younger, Eustace de Vescie, William de 
Moubray, John Fitz-Robert, Roger de Monte Begom, William de 
Llanvaley, Richard de Percy, Robert de Ross, Peter de Bruis, Ni- 
cholas de Stubevil, Roger de Creissy, &c. &c. 
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the Forests; The former, which now goes hy the 
name of magna charta, either granted or so- 
cured very important privileges to every order of 
men in the kingdom ; namely, to the clergy, to the 
nobility, and to the people: and this charter still 
cxHitinues in force. The remaining history of this 
celebrated grant is short. 

John, whose seeming passiveness was all dissimula- 
tion, had no sooner given his forced consent, ^' than^ 
thinking it stood not with the dignity of a king to be 
thus constrained, and repenting of what he had done, 
he caused his castles to be manned and fortified, and 
sent messengers to the pope (Innocent III.), ofiering 
to hold this his kingdom of him as his feudary, in 
case he would annul his grants made to the barons/* 
The pontiff, tempted by so splendid a bait, warmly es- 
poused his cause, and annulled the whole charter. The 
barons had recourse to foreign assistance, the flame 
of civil war was lighted, and a train of distractions 
ensued, which reduced the kingdom to extremity, 
and at length terminated in the death of the king; 
who fell, it is thought, the victim of his own perni- 
cious policy. 

Henry III. at the age of nine years was solemnly 
brought to the high altar at Westminster, by fFalo, 
the pope's legate, and the bishops and noblemen of 
England, and taking his oath ^^ that he would beaE 
reverence to God and holy church, and exhibit justice 
to his people, abolish all evil laws and customs, as 
also cause the good laws to be observed,*' &c. wa» 

c4 
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crowned^ and received the fealty of his nobles ; and 
the famous - WilHam earl of Pembroke being ap-i 
pointed governor of his person and of the kingdom^ 
caused the charters ratified by John to be prodaimed 
in the several counties of the realm. 

A short time afterwards the validity of Henry*a 
grant being thought doubtful on account of his 
youth, the archbishc^ of Canterbury, with the rest 
of the peers, on the octaves of the Epiphany, in the 
year 1323, reg. 8. required his further confirmation 
of the laws and libertiesfor which they had contested 
so much with his father; alleging, that upon the 
departure of the dauphin out of England, both 
himself and aU the nobility of this realm did make 
oath, that those laws and liberties should i)e kept and 
preserved inviolable. 

To this demand William de Butvere, one of the 
king's council, answered^, that laws extorted by force 
ought not to be observed : ^^ but the king, well re-, 
membering the oath which he had taken, resolved 
not to break it ; and therefore, upon mature advice^ 
sent his precepts to the sheriffs, requiring them, by a 
jury of twelve men» to make inquiry what those li-9 
berties were which the people of England ei^yed in 
the reign of his grandfiaither (Henry IL), and to 
make return thereof to the king within fifleen days 
next after Easter then ensuing/* 

Notwithstanding this, nothing was done till two 
years afterwards, viz. in 1225, reg. Q. when the king 
celebrating the feast of tlje Nativity at Westminster^ 
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with all befitting solemnity^ the clergy, commons^ 
and peers being present, Hubert de Bourg, chief 
justice, acquainted them with the losses and injuries 
which the king had sustained in parts beyond ^ea, 
and desiring their advice and assistance for the reco- 
very of the ancient rights and dignities of the cro\m 
lost in those parts, proposed as the only remedy a 
full fifteenth of the moveable goods of both clergy 
and laity; with which the assembly deliberately an- 
swered that they would cheerfully comply, so that he 
would grant to them their long-desired liberties, and 
made performance thereof accordingly, 

Whereunto the king then assented, forthwith 
causing several 'charters to be sealed with his seal, 
and sent into every county ; and into those where 
any forest lay, he sent two, vi^. one of their com- 
mon liberties, and the other of the liberties of the 
forest. 

All which being done, a oert^n day was appointed^ 
within a month after £aster> ^^ that twelve knights or 
other lawful men should be chosen ' out of every 
county, who upon oath should distinguish between 
the new and old forests, so that all those which were 
afforested after the first coronation of Henry II. 
might be disforested." This appointment was punc- 
tually executed under the direction of the chief jus- 
tice of the forests, Hugh Nevih ^nd Brian de Lisle, 
^th other special commissioners. * 

Two years later^ at a great council held at Oxford, 

'M.Parit. 
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in which the king was declared to be of age % he 
caused every thing to be cancelled^ under pretence 
that the grants were obtained in his minority. At 
'the same time it was made known^ that all persons^ 
clergy or laity, might have a renewal and confirma* 
tion of their former charters^ sealed with the king's 
new seal^ paying for the same according to their 
abilities and the discretion of his judges; and that 
none but those ratified would be esteemed valid ^. 

The barons, alarmed at these proceedings, in the 
July following petitioned the king^ in a way which 
shewed they would not be refused, to restore the 
charters of Xhe forest liberties y sealed, which he had 
thus cancelled at Oxford. Henry pacified them for 
the present ; and perceiving it in vain to trifle, soon 
afterwards (reg. 21.), on the octaves of St. Hilary, 
the 21st January, in a full parliament held at West- 
minster, having first obtained a grant of a thirtieth 
part of their moveable goods ^, sealed them a new 
charter, confirming the former made in his mino- 
rity, in which the greater part of the assembly are 
specially named as witnesses; and upon the l6th of 
March next following^, he issued out his special 
precept to the sheriffs, to publish it again, and see it 
firmly observed. 

Nor was even this thought sufHdent; for it appears 



* Claui. 9 Hen. 3. Flor. 

* Flor. Hist. 
« M. Paris. 

^ Autogr. in Bib. Cott. 

* Glaus, ai H. 3. m. 15. 
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that in a parliament held at MarUhridge^ teg. 52. 
he ratified them agsun ^. But the final confirmation 
of these memoi^ble statutes^ notwithstanding, may 
be said not to have been fiiUy completed till the reign 
of his son Edward L and for this reason : 

The nobility of those days, enjoying vast posses- 
sions and retinues, conceived themselves little less 
than princes, as may be seen by the bold answer of 
John earl of Warren to the king's justices, when 
asked to shew by what title he held his lands — << fro^ 
dtmt in medhun^ gladium aniiquum^^'* &c* " ^^ He drew 
out an old sword, and told them by that title he held 
them : for my ancestors," quoth he, ** coming into 
England with William the Bastard, acquired their 
lands by the sword; and by the sword I resolve to 
hold them against any man who would have them ; for 
he did not conquer and subdue this nation of himself, 
but our progenitors were sharers and assistants with 
him," &c. And as their estates and power were very 
great, so were their animosities one against the other ; 
some being not willing to endure any equal, others 
no superior. In this state the object was to get par- 
tisans among the vulgar, by making them discon- 
tented with the government and the king, and pro- 
mising eveiy thing on their own parts if they would 
join the standard of rebeltion; to which the multi- 
tude, ever prone to change, seldom want much in- 
stigation, * Having by these means gathered a power- 

7 Stat, dc Bilsurlebridge, cap. 5. 

* MS. in Bibl. Bod]« inter Codices Digb. (n. 270)^ f. I7> b. 
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ful army at Oxford, they forced the king*s consent to 
ordinances of their own framing, which in substance 
were no other than to divest him of his royal power, 
and plant it in themselves, leaving him the mere 
name and empty pageantry of royalty. In this they 
now so &r succeeded, that having overthrown at 
Lewes the army which the king levied against these 
usurpations, and being possessed of the person of 
the young prince Edward, they in his name sum-i 
moned a parliament (as appears by the writs, bearing 
date at Worces$ery 14th Deeember, and at Woods tock^ 
24th December, 49 Hen. III.) to meet at London 
^^on the octaves of St. Hilary then next ensuing: 
and likewise directed precepts^ to every sheriff 
throughout England, to send thither two" knights 
out of each county ; as also to the cities and boT 
roughs, the like numbers of citizens and burgesses ; 
and to the barons of the cinque ports a certain numr 
ber of their discreetest men; whereby they might 
with the fkirer colour settle the realm, and please 
the people with some shadow of those fair liberties 
for which they so long had seemed to contend ; but 
the little less than miraculous escape of prince Ed* 
ward out of their custody, happened soon after; 
by which means^ he giving them battle at Evesham, 
about the beginning of August following, obtained 
fio clear a victory, that it did then put an end to 
their usurped power.*' 

The struggle between monarchy and aristocracy 

* flaua. 49 Hen. 3. m. ». indorse in scedula. 
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being thus terminated, a way was opened for the 
people to obtam their rights ; and Edward afterwards^ 
in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, voluntarily be^ 
stowed what was attenipted to b^ wrested from him by 
force* In a parliament held at Lincoln it was appointed 
by act^ that there should be sent into every county of 
the realm the formal recital and solemn confirmation 
of the two long-disputed charters^ under the king^a 
great seal, as well of his justices of the forest, as 
others; and to all sheriffs of shires, and all other the 
king's officers ; as also to all the dties throughout 
the realm, together with the writs in which were con-> 
tained the full cause of the publication thereof; and 
likewise a command to let the people know that the 
king had so confirmed them in all points. The 
judges of the land were directed to allow them in 
judgment whenever they were pleaded, viz. the 
Great Charier as the common law,, and the Charter of 
the Forest, for the wealth of the realm ^ All of 
which was done, and sentence of excommunication 
pronounced by Kilwarby archbishop of Qmterbury, 
against all violaters. For this confirmation the king 
had a grant of a tenth from the clergy of London, 
a fifth frt>m York, and a ninth frt>m the commonalty 
of the whole realm '. They were again finally con- 
firmed, with additions, 28 Edward L 

* T. Walwig. 
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The restitution to the people of those privileges which 
had been tyrannically wrested from them by the Nor- 
man conqueror^ being thus solemnly confirmed % a way 
was opened for their gaining that political importance 
in the scale of legislation they have since done by 
means of their representatives ; though the origin of 
that great council by which the deliberations of the 



* The advantages which liagna Charta gave to the barons and 
cleigy are of fittle consequence to the present age»a8 the hardships they 
were meant to lessen are now all done away. All that it imports to 
ns is to know ** what the people gained." Here then are the clauses 
in their fiivour: 

^ Immunities granted to barons are extended to their vassals. No 
baron to IcVy money from his vassals except in trinodal cases (these 
were^ i. Attending the king to war: a. Repairing his castles: 3. Re* 
pairing bridges^ roads, &c. &c.). Weights and measures equal through 
the realm. Merchants not to be illegally taxed. Free egress and regress 
to freemen. London and aU dties, &c. to preserve their privilegeSt 
and not to be taxed except by the great council (great council and 
parliament seem here synonymous. The term parliament is not found 
in any English record, according to sir R. Cotton, before the year 
1205). Bridges to be equitably built or supported. Freemen to dis- 
pose of their goods by will, or if intestate the next heir to succeed. 
T|i^ king's punreyor not to seize goods, &c. Courts of justice not 
to follow the king, but to be stationary, open, and equal to all men. 
Justice (this was a necessary proviso in a realm where bribes were re- 
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State were guided, and which has received the mo* 
dem denomination of parliamenij is, as well as the 
common law from which it emanates, of higher an- 
tiquity than memory can reach^. For it is not to be 
doubted, observes a certain author, but these good 
and wholesome laws were framed upon great and vtm^ 
ture deliberation had and taken by the most eminent 
men for power and prudence in the kitigdom ; the 
convention of whidi persons was by the Britons called 
Kjfr^'theny by reason that laws were therein made: 
for that they had such meetings before the arrival of 
the Romans here, is extremely probable, from the 
words of Caesar^ as well as Tacitus ; the latter in par* 
ticular ascribing the success the Romans had against 

odvcd by tlic king to a great amount, and ahameksdy set down in a 
book kq>t on purpose) not to be paid for, nor to be refiiaed to 
any one. Sheriffs not to put any one on trial without good cause and 
lawful witnesses* No freeman to be any way injiued in person or 
goods, unless by the law oi the land. Redress to be given to those 
who have suffered illegally. No extravagant fines to be levied on free- 
men. No villain (rustic) to be deprived of his cart or other instru« 
ments 61 husbandry by fine." 

These regulations, saith the acute Hume, involve all the chief out* 
lines of a legal government, and provide for the equal distribution of 
justice and free enjoyment of property. 

' <* Nothing," says Blackstone, ^ is more difficult than to ascer- 
* tain the precise beginning and first spring of an ancient and long-es^ 
tablisfaed custom. Whence it is» that in our laws the goodness of a 
custom depends upon its having been used time out of mind, or, in 
the solenmity of our legal phrase, time whereof the memory of man 
runneth not to the contrary. This it is that gives it its weight and 
authority; and of this nature are the maxims and customs which com- 
pose the common law, or kx nott scriptOf of this kingdom." 

^Uh^s.^MklkGaincQ. 
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them to their neglect in the due holding of Bach 
public aild common councils '^. 

This general council has been held under several 
names^ as miciel syneti, or the great Council^ miciel 
gemote f or gf eat meeting ; the English Saxons^ how-* 
ever, more frequently termed it ptcna semote, or the 
meeting of wise men- 

*^ Ethelbert,** says Bede ^, " amongst other good 
things he did for his people, constituted laws wish the 
advice of his wise fnert, according to the example of 
the Romans.** The Germans, Tadtus informs us, did 
the like ; and from them, their offspring the Saxohs,- 
our ancestors, it is reasonable to suppose, fflok theii* 
pattern. Such great councils at least, however they 
might originate, existed among the earliest of the 
Saxon princes, as is evident from the preamble to the 
laws of Itia : Ego Ina, Deigratid^ West^Saxontim rex, 
exhortatione & Joe f rind Ceonridi pairis meif & HeJde 
episcopi mei & HerchetmaUi episcopi mei & ommuni 
aldermarmorum meorum^ 6f de staiu regni mei, constituif 
&c. Here is the advice and council, we see, of two 
bishops, and all his earls, with other persons of his 
kingdom eminent for their wisdom. 

Alfred, after the dissolution of the heptarchy, or^ 
dained, A« D. 873, for a perpetual usage, that these 
councils should meet twice in the year, or oflener if 
need be^ &c. using these remarkable words — ^Cgo 

* Tadtus in viti Agric. cap. X9. 

» IT. BtbelUrif lib. 2. cap. 5. Eccl. Hitt. 
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tiinc Alfredus rex^ hasc collegia &c. consiUo sapiett-^ 
turn meorum, &c. The same ooundl of wise men is 
maitioned by Athelstan, Edmund, and Edgar. The 
latter, in a parliament held at Salisbury, says, cunciis 
regni proceribus congregatis. Ethelred in the same 
manner calls them sapientes mi ; and Canute, vme^ 
rondo ^apimium ejus consiUo. 

Ingulphus tells us these sapienies were all the great 
men of the kingdom, unhersi magnates regni ; fam 
archiepiscopi & episcopi, ac abbaies^ quam ceteri tp^ 
tius regni pro^eres & optimates^ Londomis cofrvene-- 
rufit ad tructandum de'negotiis publicis iotius regm: 
which words optimates being here in the place of 
seniorunt sapientum in the preamble of Lia^ law, 
before recited, may, doubtless, as well be inter* 
preted to include the representatives of the people, 
or commons, as the words servorum sapientum, con- 
jectured to have that meaning by Lambard ; who 

'judiciously enforces his argument by observing, that 
those towns which were the ancient demesne of the 
crown (that is, in the possession of king Edward the 
Confessor, and his ancestors), having ever since pre- 
scribed to be privileged from sending biu^esses to 
parliament, it must consequently follow, that there 
were parliaments before that time, to which the in- 

- habitants of other places sent burgesse3. Ajt all 
events, it appears from the words of king Edward the 
Confessor's laws, which were made <J rege^ baronibus 
& popuJo, that the commons were then represented 
in some manner or other \ 

' Tbe orisioal, or first inttitution of pariiaments, says Blackstonc, 
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With respect to the practice after the Norman 
conquest^ the first guide is an old chronicle, written 
in the time of Stephen, which, speaking of the 
Conqueror, says, he was a person of great worth (or 
honour). Thrice he wore his crown each y ear ^ as oft 
as he was in England, jit Easter^ he bore it at Wm- 
Chester \ at Whitsuntide^ at Westminster \ and aP 
Christmas^ at Gloucester ; and then were with him all 
the wealthy (or potent) men throughout England^ arch'- 
bishops^ bishops, abbots^ earls, barons^ and krnghts. 
Hence it may be inferred, that if those meetings 
were his communia concilia (as doubtless they were), 
some of them must represent the common people. 
For that they were represented in his great council, 
seems dear, from passages, bodi of Hovedon and 

U one of those matten which lie to £ur hidden In the dark aged of 
antiquity» that the tracing of it out is a thing equally difficult and 
uncertain. The word parlUunent itself (parUnunt, or colloquium, as 
some of our historians translate it) is comparatively of modem date ; 
demed from the French, and sigpaifying an assembly that met and 
confierred together. It was first applied to general assemblies of 
the states under Louis VII. in France^ about the middle of the 
twelfth century. But it is certain^ that long before the introduction 
of the Norman language into England all matters of importance were 
debated and settled in the great councils of the realm* A practiee 
which seems to have been universal among the northern nations, 
particularly the Germans; and carried by them into all the countries 
of £urope» which they overrun at the dissolution of the Roman 
empire. Relics of which constitution, under various modifications 
and changes, are to be met with in the diets of Poland, Germany, 
and Sweden, and the assembly of the estates in France: for what is 
there now called the parliament is only the supreme court of |astice, 
consisting of the peers, certain dignified ecclesiastics, and judges^ 
which neither is in practice, nor is supposed to be in theory, a 
generalcoundlof the realm.— Comment, vol. i. p. 147. 
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Sulcardas (a monk of Westminster)^ both writers of 
a very early age *• 

Whether any solemn convention of this kind waa 
held by William Rtifus^ is doubtful ; but it is certain 
that when his brother Robert^ purposing an expedition 
to the Holy Land, sent to him to borrow ten thousand 
marks of silver, with a promise that he should have 
Normandy in pledge for it ; to satisfy him, he required 
bom the great men of England a loan of what money 
they were able to spare : whereupon, says the same 
author^, the bishops, abbots, and abbesses brake 
in pieces the silver and gold ornaments of their 
churches ; the earls, barons, and shireeves, suos mlites 
& viUanos spoliaveruntj & regi non modicum stmtmum 
atiri & argmti deUilerunS^^That is, took from their, 
tenants, and brought a deal of gold and silver to the 
king: whence it being clear, that the lords then 
answered for their tenants ; it ipay the more likely be 
presumed, that they at other times represented thepi 
in all great and public councils. 

Of king Henry I. it is certain ^ that fer commune 

■ The latter saysy that the said king^ in his charter of ratification of 
the liberties of that churchy after he had subscribed his own name» 
with the sign of the cross, adding many of the clergy and nobles ; 
instead of cum multu aUuf has these words — multh pr^tUrta iUtu<^ 
trUsimu nnrorum persomSf Ist regum prrndpihus diversi orSms 
•misjiif qm simiSter kndc eonfirmatiomf piUsimo affectu testes ^fautores 
Juenmi* Hii etiam Ulo tempore ^ regid potestate e ditfersis provinciis tff 
mrbilnu^ ad wuversalem spiodtpn, pro eausls eujusUbet Cbristiatue ecclesue 
muUendis & tract andis^ ad pr^scriptum celeherrimum sjnodumf quod 
WestIsonasterium dicitttTf convocarif tsfc, 

* R. Hoved. in A. X0969 p. 466. (Impr. Francs.) 

* Mat. Paxis. Jani AngL p. 78. 

D 2 



d6 O^ PARLlAMfaKt8« 

concilium haronum he was crowned; which wofds 
Lambard supposes to signify the conmumahy as well as 
the nohlcs \ considering that the Germans render thfe 
word baro by frehere, (that is) a freeman : hence 
it was, says he, that the citizens of London were at 
that time called harons ^, and the burgesses of the 
cinque ports ever since have been known by that 
name ; likewise, that the courts in every manor are 
termed cour/s haron^ though the lords of them are of 
no hi^er degree than gentlemen. He further adds % 

* ArchaeoD. p. »6i« 

* ^ The dtizene of London^*^ says Pitzstephen, *< vrcrj where 
and throughout the whole kingdom are esteemed the poUtest of all 
(ythers in their mannerB, their dress, and the elegance and splendour 
of their tables ; insomuch, that whilst the inhabitants of other cities 
are styled eitizetUf they are dignified with the name of barons** 
This clause appears not in Stowe's and Heame's MSS. but it is 
nerertheless extremely proper and pertinent, and probably came 
from the author's pen. Sir Henry Spelman writes in his Glossary, 
▼• Baro, Barones de London ; L e. Cives seu homines de London"^ 
Ita sacpe in antiquis paginis . . . alias autem dici videtur de dvibos in 
generc (non sine nota eminendae) alias de primaiiis tantum. In genere 
ut M. Paris in Hen. UL An. Dom. 115 3 {p. 863)^ Loadonienses quos 
propter dvitads dignitatem ct civium antiquitatem barones consue- 
Timus appellare, &e. and sd we are to understand it here : see lord 
Lytteltoti, iii. p. 143* 35' » where, however, his lordship adds, Yet I 
hardly think the inferior dtizens could ever be called barons, but 
only the magistrates, or those in whom the power of the dty resided. 
See also Maitland> p. zoii. Indeed, at first sight, it appears to be 
most natural that by barones in these cases should be meant the more 
eminent dtizens ; and yet when one considers that tfie inhabitants of 
the cinque ports were in general called barones (Spelman, v. Baro), 
and that baro was originally equivalent to vir or homo (ibidem), 
there seems to be no more impropriety in extending the term to the 
dtizens of London universally, as Fitzstephen and M. Paris have 
done. — See Came. Brit* Orders of £ng. Note to English translation 
of Fitzstephen, ed. 177a* 

* Lib. p* a6a* 
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it 18 not altogether without ground said^ that both 
the nobility and commonalty of the realm went under 
these words^ viz. the barons of the realm\ and the 
, rather because that expression is accompanied with 
the word common council^ by which all our writs^ 
grounded upon old statutes^ do intend the parliament ; 
and that our old historian Matth. Paris afterwards 
uses the words communis assensus baronagii, when he . 
means to signify a just parliament ; and moreover^ 
the better to illustrate that it is so meant^ he 
touches a writ ^^ directed by king John to the shireeve 
of RoTELAND, in the 6th year of his reign ^. 

In 1 103, Henry L is said^ by Brompton, to have 
convened " the ckrgy and people to his council at 
London ;*' and the constitutions passed at Clarendon, 
by Henry II. in 1 164, were, says Diceto, concurrent 
tibus episcopis & proceribus ; or, as Hovedon has it, . 
congregato ckro & populo. Benedictus Abbas, in 
his life of the same monarch, speaking of the council 
held by him at Northampton in I176, is still more 
conclusive : '^ per consilium comitum & baronum & 
militum & hominum suorum^** &c. And Richard L is 
expressly said to have convened the bishops, earls, 
and barons of his kingdom — parliamentum Londiniis ^. 

> Pat. 6. Job. in dono. 

* RiXi Cffr. tvVtfcoim/j R0TELAND9 6!fr. Sciath, fuod frcwum est^ 
cum MJffuu arcbiepUcopommf eomitumf barmmmf ^ omnium fideUum , 
nottromm Anolijc quod n»vem miUui per totum AngUam^ inveftUmi 
decimum militemf ben^ paratum^ equu ^ armii ad defnuumem fegm 
itostri : et quad UU novem msUfej htvement dedmo mii^i quoUbet dit 
dm» foUdos ad ^ieratumem juamp ISfc* 

' BromptOD, 1266, 1. 61. 
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These testimonies alone would be sofEdent to 
prove that the people were at these periods in some 
sort represented ; but the words of Magna Charta 
place the matter beyond a doubt^ as well as John*s 
oath previous to granting it, namely, that he would 
restore the laws of his ancestors, and espedally those 
of king Edward — ^^ I will not impose any scutage or 
aid in our kingdom,** says he, ^' unless by the c<m^ 
mon council of our kingdom, except to redeem our 
person,*' &c« *^ And for the assessing of scutages 
we shall cause to be summoned the archbishops, 
bishops, abbots, earls, and great barons of the realm, 
singly by our letters. And furthermore, we shall 
cause to be summoned in general, by our sheriffs 
and bailing, all others who hold of us in chief', at a 
certain day, that is to say, forty days before their 
meeting at least, to a certain place ; and in all letters 
of such summons we will declare the cause of such 
summons. And summons being thus made, the 
business shall proceed on the day appointed, accord- 
ing to the advice of such as shall be present, although 
all that were summoned come not,** 

Now that aU peers had of ancient right their par- 
ticular summons is sufficiently evident from what M. 
Paris says of the parliament held at Westminster in 
1255, that many of the peers, for want of such sum- 

* It seems to follow from this aitide^ that none bat tenants in chief 
had a right'to sit in the common council or parliament. Otherwise 
it was natural to mention here the representatives of the commona^ 
had they enjoyed that right in those days.— Rapin, but vide supra. 
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xnons^ were absent ; and that the rest of the barona 
refused to answer the king's proposals th^i made to 
them on that account. And^ as Magna Charta 
itself is acknowledged to have been no new grant to 
the people of £nglan4> but a confirmation of their 
andoit rights and liberties ; it must necessarily fol- 
k>w^ that the perscxis who held c^ the king in capiie^ 
were the representatives of most of the commons^ 
called by some ' barones minores, lesser barons. For 
that the whde body of parliament had the title of 
baronage is evident from a writ of Henry III. to the 
sheriff* of Herefordshire, in which it is said de commum 
conciUo bartmagii nosfri, &c. And that the dependant 
tenant's consent was included in the assent of his 
immediate superior lord, or representative, whose 
presence was ever so required in these great councils, 
is a conclusion that seems naturally warranted by the 
premises. 

Nor does it ^pear that the commons were other- 
wise represented than by these tenants in chief, for 
the most part of Henry UL's reign, in the Qth. year 
of which the Great Charter is said to be confirmed 
per comnmne concilium toiius regni, by the common 
council of the whole kingdom. 

It is, perhaps, notwithstanding all that has been 
advanced, however, only fi-om the battle of Lewes, 
in which Henry III. and the prince his son were 
made prisoners by the celebrated earl of Leicester, 
that we are enabled to trace the confirmed outline of 

* Selden, Tit. of Honour, p. 708. 

]>4 
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an English house of commons^ as it exists at present, 
though, as we have shewn^ the people were in those 
great and public councils certainly represented by the 
king*s tenants in chief ; but after this period by two 
knights for each county, and certain burgesses for 
several boroughs, &c. 

It is remarkable, however, that Henry's precept 
for summoning two knights for each county, &c. 
was issued when the barons had him in their power, 
and exercised regal authority in his nanie ; and though 
there were several parliaments before the 23d 
Edward I. yet there is no testimony upon record of 
any summons to them till that year, the form of 
which continued till the 6th Edward IL and is nearly 
the same as in use at this day. 

It seems, at the time we are speaking of, that the 
lords, with their numerous attendants, were enter- 
tained at the king's charge, as appears by the writs 
bearing date 30th August next ensuing the date of 
the summons of parliament held that year (which 
was the 6th of July l^efore) : these were directed to • 
the sheriffs of the following counties, for the provi- 
sion of oxen, muttons, and hogs, at certain prices, 
for the said king's household, in respect of his then 
residence at Westminster, viz. to the shireeve of 
Devon for CC oxen, and a thousand muttons : to 
the shireeve of Hampshire for CCC oxen, two thbu-p 
sand muttons, and two thousand hogs : to the 
shireeve of Somerset and Dorset for CCCCCC oxen 
and a thousand muttons : and to the shireeve of Surry 
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and Sussex for CC oxen^' a thousand muttons^ and 
a thousand hogs '. 

In thus tracing the rise and progress of the £ng* 
lish parliament, we may perceive the consideration 
the people had been gaining since the gradual dimi- 
nution of the feudal system. The establishment of 
corporation charters, by which many of the rustic 
slaves were in a capacity of rescuing themselves from ^ 
the dominion of their masters, increased not only the 
power of the people, but their ardour to be free. As 
arts increased, the number of these little independent 
republics, if they may be so called, increased in pro- 
portion ; and we find them at the present period of 
consequence enough to be adopted into a share of the 
legislature. Such was the be^nning of an institu- 
tion that has since been the guardian of British 
liberty, and die admiration of mankind. In this 
manner it owed its original to the aspiring aims of 
a haughty baron, who flattered the people with the 
name of freedom, with a design the more completely 
to tyrannize. 



CHAP. III. 

OF THB JUSTICE OF ENGLAND. 

That the power of government, or right of admi- 
nistering justice, was at first vested in the father of 
the household, and when generations of men in- 

* Origines JuridicialeBi p. 19. 
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creased^ in the chief of the tribe, both reason and 
history sufficiently testify ; or, in other words, when 
society grew too large to subsist with ocmvenienoe in 
that pastoral state wherein the patriarchs appear to 
have lived, it necessarily subdivided itself by various 
migrations into more, as is excellently expressed by sir 
Walter Raleigh : ** In tract of time," says he ', " as 
people grew numerous, and kindreds more remote, 
obedience, the fruit of natural reverence, waxing 
cold, and brotherly afiection by little and little 
. withering away ; wisdome being likewise severed 
from power, and strength from charity, covetousness ^ 
b^ot o[^ression, and the more powerful man en- 
croached upon the weake; necessity, therefore 
(which maketh wise even the brute creatures as well 
as men), occasioned both the prudent and ignorant 
at once to understand that the condition of reasonable 
men would become far more miserable than that of 
the beasts ; and that a general flood of confusion 
would a second time overflow them, did they not by 
a generall obedience to order and dominion prevent 
it: for the mighty, who trusted in their own 
strength, found others again (by enterchange of 
times) more mighty than themselves ; the feeble fell 
u^der the forcible, and the equal from equal received 
equal harmes ; insomuch, that licentious disorder, 
which seemed to promise liberty upon the first ac- 
quaintance, proved, upon a better tryall, no less pe- 
rillous than an unindurable bondage/' 

* Hist, of Worldi lib. i. cap. 9. lect. i. 
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This increase of society requiring a magistrate witli 
more extensive jurisdiction^ the transfer of power from 
private to public hands^ from the chief or father of 
a frunily^ to the monarchy or father of a nation^ 
naturally followed ; and hence the king^ as the depo- 
sitary of that power, *^ and no other," says Bracton, 
^' ought to judge, if he alone were able to perform 
the task, being thereunto obliged by the tenour of 
his oath : to him, therefore, it belongs to exercise 
the power of the law, as God*s vic^rent and officer 
on earth. But if the king cannot of himself deter«> 
mine every controversy, to the end his labour may 
be less by dividing the trouble amongst divers persons^ 
he ought to choose men of wisdome, fearing God^ 
and out of them to constitute judges.** 

The expression of Edward I. in the preface to his 
book of laws, called Breton % precisely agrees with 
this opinion ; for, having declared that he is God*8 
vic^erent, and has distributed his power into several 
portions, as not being able alone to hear and deter- 
mine all the complaints of his subjects, he proceeds, 
nous volons que nostre jurisdiction^ &a We will that 
our own jurisdiction be superior to all the jurisdic- 
tions of our realm ; so that in all felonies, trespasses, 
contracts, and in all other actions, personal or real, 
we have power to give, or cause to be given, such 
judgments as do appertain (without any other pro- 
cess), wheresoever we know the direct truth, as 
judges. 

* BietoD, impr. Load, per Rob. Redman (tenp Hen. 8. f. i. b.> 
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Hence it is that the king h&ng justici^ fons et origo, 
the head and fountain of justice, appeals from 
such as are his ministers for distribution of justice, in 
case they fail in performing of that their trust, are 
made to him himself, as is evident from the laws of 
king Edgar, already mentioned, where it is said' 
Nemo in lite regent a^ellato nisi quando domi jus con-' 
sequi non poterit^ &c. 

Judges.] — The first persons to whom our Saxon 
kings committed the general trust of administering 
justice universally imder them were Ailwin*, the 
pious founder of Ramsey abbey, then called alder* 
man of all England, Tosti ^ earl of Northumberland, 
and Harold ^, son to Godwin earl of Kent. After 
the Norman conquest, the principal judge was termed 
eapilalis justicidj ox justiciarius Anglue, of which rank 
were Odo bishop of Bayeux, and William Fitz- 
Osbem ; ajid it is not improbable but that Lanfrank 
archbishop of Canterbury, Goisfride bishop of 0)n' 
stance, and Robert of Morton, had jointly the 
administration of the same ofHce during some part 
of the G)nqueror*s reign ; for it appears ^ that several 
precepts were directed to them from that king, which 
imply as much. Richard Basset and Alberic de 
Vere, by a special precept ' from Henry I. were 
invested likewise with similar powers. 

' Legee Edgari, edit, per Lamb. 

« H. Hunt. Hist. lib. vi. Jani Angl. p. iaS» 1^9. 

» n>id. 

« Ibid. 

' Rcgitt. de Ely in biU. Cotton, sub cffigic Titi A. i. f. %$ b* 

* £x ipso autogr. in bibl. Cotton. 
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DicefOy a canon of St. FkuVs^ in his Annals of king 
Henry 11. says, the bishops of Ely, Winchester, 
and Norwich, were constituted chief justices of Eng- 
land in 1179, the very year that Richard de Lucie, 
quitting that great office, took the habit of a canon 
r^^lar, in the abbey of Lesnefd, of his own found- 
ation. 

The last person that held the office of justiciarius 
AngUa, was Philip Basset, constituted in the 45 
Henry III. ; the King's Bench and &>mmon Pleas 
having afterwards each a presiding judge, who had 
the appellation of chief justice thei^. 

Basset received, in order to enable him to support 
his office with greater dignity, a pension of one thou- 
sand marks, which was granted ' to him out of the 
king's exchequer, by even portions, as did likewise 
his predecessor Hugh Bigod '. 

Lawyers.] — ^It is believed, and with great pro- 
bability, that the chief, and in fact the only persons 
learned in the laws of England, before the Norman 
conquest, were the clergy: those ages being so 
illiterate, on account of the continual inroads of the 
barbarous northern nations, which obliged the nobi- 
lity and gentry to employ their whole time in martial 
exercises; and on account of this ignorance it no 
doubt happened that the decision of most controver- 
sies, in civil cases, was so much by combat, and in 
criminal hy fire and wa^er ordeal. 

In the great controversy which existed betwixt 

• Rot. Liberat. 45 Hen. 3. m. 3. 

* Liberatse 44 Hen. 3. m. 7. 
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Lanfiank ardibishop of Canterboiy^ and Odo eari of 
Kent^ it appears that Agdric bishop of Chichester was 
the lawyer then diiefly employed ; ^^ being brought 
thither/' says the Textus Roffensisy ^^ in a chariot^ 
to discuss and instruct them in the ancient laws of 
the land^ as the most skilful person in the know- 
ledge of them." In the same reign also^ one Alfwin^ 
rector of Sttttcm^ and several of the monks of Ab- 
bingdoQ^ particularly Sacolus and Godric^ were said 
to be persons so expert in the laws^ that their opinion 
was held in great reverence. 

Rantdph^ a clergyman^ in the rdgn of William 
Rufiis^ is likewise called by William of Malmsbury 
an unvanquished lawyer^ thou^ in &ct there were 
in those days not many others to contest the palm 
with him^ it being long after this period before 
settled seminaries for the study of the common law 
were established. The first restraint that was put 
upon the clergy from publicly pleading and acting as 
attomies^ was about the banning of the reign of 
Henry III. when Richard Poor, bishop of Salisbury, 
forbid, by his constitution, the clergy of his diocese 
from practising in the secular courts, excq>t under 
certain limitations *• 

This restriction, however, did not extend to pre- 
vent ecclesiastical persons from sitting as judges in 
the secular tribunals ; for, besides several canons of 
St. Paul's, who fulfilled that duty, and some of 
whom were lord chancellors, lord treasurers, and 

' Spcl. Condi, torn. ii. tub an* 14x7. 
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iLcepers of the great seal^ the following persons were 
justices in the courts at Westminster^ or itinerant^ 
before the 6th of Sdward L — ^Martin de Patshull, in 
2 Henry III. ; Will, de Eboraco, in 11 Henry III- ; 
Rob. de Ros and Alex, de Swereford, in 18 
Henry III. ; John de Gatesden^ in 34 Henry III. ; 
Gilb. de Segrave^ in 35 Henry III. ; Egid. de Erdin- 
ton, in 36 Henry III. ; Rog. de Wyrecestre, in 38 
Henry III. ; Herveius de Boriiam, in 49 Henry III. ; 
Raphe de Hengham, in 55 Henry III. ; Solomon de 
RofF. (id est de Roucestre) and Raphe de Frenyhg- 
ham, in 3 Edward I. ; and Philip de Wilegheby, in 
6 Edward I. 

The judges in the same courts, from the conquest 
till the above period, were chiefly ecclesiastics, and 
some of them canons of St. Paul's : as ^ Hugh de 
Bockland, justice of England in the time of Henry I. ; 
Godfrey de Luci, one of the j udges in temp. Henry IL ; 
John Gomyn, a justice itinerant in the same king's 
time ; Thomas de Hussebume, a judge in Richard L ; 
Eustace de Fauconberge, in 3 John ; and Henry de 
Northampton, in 4 John. 

Of Coukts.] — ^^ A court is defined to be a place 
wherein justice is judicially administered ^ : and as by 
our excellent constitution, the sole executive power of 
the laws is vested in the person of the king, it will fol- 
low, that all courts of justice, which are the medium by 
which, he administers the laws, are derived from the 

* An andent MS. in the posKtsion of the dean and chapter. 
« Co. Lit.i8. 

4 
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power of the crown * ; for whether created by act of 
parliament^ or letters patent^ or subsisting by pre-» 
scription (the only methods by which any court of 
judicature can exist)^ the king's consent in the two 
former is expressly^ and in the latter impliedly given. 
In all these courts the king is supposed^ in contem- 
plation of lawj to ^be always present ; but as that 
is in &ct impossible^ he is there represented by his 
judges^ whose power^ as before observed^ is only an 
emanation of the royal prerogative.'* 

That courts originally .flowed from the same foun- 
tain that all laws did^ viz. necessity , there can be no 
doubt^ an instance of which we have in sacred writ^ 
in the case of Moses : for when, by the multiplying 
of the people, it was found impossible for one person 
to hear and determine the difierences that arose, or 
one place to be of sufficient capacity to receive all 
the suitors, God commanded that great lawgiver to 
set over the Israelites (the first nation unto whom 
any written laws were delivered) certain rulers under 
himself, in different places, for the more speedy dis- 
tribution of justice ^. 

Of the great antiquity of courts we have here a 
sufficient evidence ; with respect to the places where 
they were held, it will appear that they differed in 
different najtions. The Jews had theirs in the gates 
of their cities, as we learn from various passages of 
scripture, particularly in Jeremiah^ where it is said, 
that the prophet being condemned to die by the 

* See book i. ch. 7. Blackctone's Comment. 

* Exodus, ch. x8. 
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eonsistary of priests^ was> by the consistory of princed 
secular^ or judges siiiing in fke gaie^ absolved and 
discharged ' ; and the reason of so public a situation 
being chosen was probably on two accounts : that their 
proceedings might be genaally seen, and that none 
might go out of the common way to seek, for justice. 

The ancient Romans had their first seats of justice 
within dieir temples^ purposely to shew that justice 
was a divine thing : afterwards in curia and foroy the 
court and public market-place. — The Athenians had 
theirs also in their temples ; the Britons theirs in 
some hallowed place^ as is evident from various ex- 
pressions of Caesar concerning the Druids. 

llie Saxons^ imitating the old Germans, did, saya 
Tacitus, *^ jura per pagos^^ &c. " distribute justice 
in each town and territcwy." For which purpose 
twelve of the n^ost eminent men for their wisdom 
and worthiness^ were made choice of from among 
others, to ride different circuits for the seeing of 
justice dcMie, and good customs observed. Arid thi^ 
regulation was most probably observed after they 
acquired the dominion of this country, as it was 
by no means possible that the people from all part» 
could repair to the king himself (the fountain of 
justice) . But at length the same necessity which 
taught men first to frame governments and establish 



* Jeremiah, ch. xxvi. ver. 15, Aec. ^ When the princes of Judaic 
heard tbeM things, then th«y came up from the king^s house unto the 
house of the LoaDi» and sat down in the cntrf of the nrw^aftr, &o. 
ssying, Tlus man is worthy to die/' 
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]aw8; did jfurther instruct their posterity as to the 
more easy and efiectual administration of justice. 

Hence it was that the realm became first divided 
into counties or shires^ by Egbert, about A« D. BOO, 
and those again into hundreds afterwards, by king 
Alfred ; who, when he became sole monarch, kept 
courts and administered justice in every territory and 
town, *^ and had one hundred men out of the com- 
mon people as companions and assistants to perform 
that business.** — " He first divided," says Ingulf kus % 
** or rather renewed the division of England into coun* 
ties, by reason that the neighbour inhabitants, after 
the example and under colour of the Danes, com- 
mitted great ravages and robberies. Moreover, he 
caused the counties to b^ parted into ceniuries or 
hundreds ^, and into decimes (tithings) ; and com- 
manded withal, that every homeling, or natural in- 
habitant, should be in some one hundred, or tithing. 

" He likewise divided the governors of the pro- 
vinces, who before were called vice-^omini (vice-lords), 

* Ingulphusy Hist. f. 495. b. 

* The institution of hundreds seems first to have obtained in Den* 
maakf and in France a regulation of this sort was set on foot by 
Clotharius and Childebert, with the same view as Alfred's, namely, 
that of obliging each district to answer for the robberies conunitted 
in its own division ; and, from an expression of Tacitus, it is probable 
an institutioa of this nature existed even among the old Germans. 
These hundreds Consisted of ten tithings, or ten times ten funilies, 
as the tithing itMlf coasisted of ten freeholders, and an indefinite 
number of them compose aahire. Each tithing, or town, had ori-^ 
ginally a church, and odebntion of divine service, sacraments, and 
burials. The hundred is governed by a high constable or baulifP. In 
some of the more northern counties these himdreds^are called wapea* 
takes. — ^Blackstonc. 
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into two offices, that is, judges and vicecounts (now 
justices and sherifiB), who still retain the same 
flames : by whose care and industry, peace so much 
flourished, within a short space, through the whole 
province, that had a travelling man let fall a sum of 
money, how great soever, in the fields or common' 
highwa}rs, if he returned thither the next morning, 
or a month after, he might be sure to find it there 
safe and untouched \** Malmsbury speaks largely to 
the same purpose ; *^ By occasion," says he, " and 
example of the barbarians (the Danes), the proper 
and natural inhabitants also werie greedy of spoil ; so 
that no man could pass to and firo in safety, without 
weapons for his defence. Alfred therefore ordained 
centuries, * which they term hundreds ; and decimes^ 
which they call tithings; that every Englishman, 
living under law, as a li^e subject, should be 
within some one hundred or tithing. And, if a man 
were accused of any transgression, ' he should forth- 
with bring in some one, out of the same hundred 
.and tithing, who would be bound for his appearance, 
to answer the law : but he who could not find such 
surety, should abide the severity of the laws. And 
in case any man, standing thus accused, either 
before or afler suretyship, fled, then all the hundred 
and tithing was to incur a fine, to be imposed on them 
by the king.** 

From this division, the origin of county courts, 
hundred courts, and town courts^ may evidently be 

* De Oestis Regum Angl. f. 24. a. n. 40. 

B 2 
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dated ; but the first and principal place for the admU 
nistration of justice was the court kept in the king*s 
own house^ in which himself^ or the justidarms 
uinglUy sat. To this court any man might appeal 
who had not justice done him in the lesser courts 
nearer home^ as appears from the laws of Edgar ^ : 
an instance of which right occurs in the reign of 
Henry IL who being beycmd sea^ the celebrated earl 
of Leicester^ then Justiciar hss Anglic ^ upon an appeal 
made to the king^ issued his writ to the prior of 
Ely ^ by which he^ as justice of England, com^ 
mands the same prior to do the complainant right in 
his courts in case the land in question did not 
extend to a knight's fee, and the decision thereof 
should not be tried by the great assize, nelt ; that if 
the said prior neglected, the bishop of Ely, whose 
court was superior to that' of the prior, should see^ 
right done ; and lastly, that if the said bishop should 
fail, he himself (the justiciarius Anglic) would do it. 
The tenor of the laws of Canute is to the same 
effect, that no man should require justice to be done 
him by the king, unless the same could not bQ 
obtained in his county court. The writ of right ^ 

■ Lamb, dc priscii AngL Leg. cap. ix. 

* Robertus comet Lcgreoeatrie priori de Ely aalutem. Bncdpifl^ 
quod aine dllatioiie teneaa idenmn rectwn Humfrido filio Gaufridi de 
terrft de Dumiigelandey nid ait fieodnm mtUtisy et nisi reioaiieat pro 
aaaiaa itgia : ct nisi feceria epiaoopua de Ely hoMt : et niai fecerit ego 
faciailn. 

. ' ReZf Sec* A. B. dgmiao manerii de S« Jfttedpifflua tiU, quod aine 
dilatione plenum rectum teneaa T. D* de uqo meaauagio^ cum perti- 
nentii% in W. quod clamat tcnere de te per liberum aerndumt Sec. et 
quod N. P* ei dcfordat; et niai feceria ^cecomea S. £unet, ne 
lua damorem audiamua pro dcfiectn rectL TtsU me^ot Scc» 
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afibrds an additional testimony^ as well as many 
passages in the andent law writers, Glanville and 
fiiacton. 

This great court, originally held in the king's 
palace, and called from that circumstance by most 
ancient authors aula regia^ or atda regis, was com- 
posed of the king and such of his nobles as he pleased 
to associate with himself for that purpose, who were 
reffldent in his palace, and usually attendant on his 
person ; and before them were anciently held such 
pleadings as are now distributed into the different 
courts of Westminster. The principal of these 
nobles was the Justimrius Anglic (an officer not 
naich unlike, the ancient grand seneschal of France, 
called major dotnus), named by the Saxons alderman ; 
for so, in the time of Edgar, we find Alwyn distin- 
guished-2«/o/ri^ Anglue aldermanus. The Jusiiciarius 
was the principal minister of state, and decided all 
pauses in the king's absence, as his vicegerent or 
dq)uty. This high officer was assisted by certain 
persons learned in the laws, who were called the 
king's justiciars, or justices, and by the greater 
barons of parliament, all of whom had a seat in the 
aula regiaj and formed a kind of court of appeal, or 
rather of advice, in matters of great moment and 
difficulty. And this officer it was who principally 
determined all the vast variety of causes that arose in . 
this extensive jurisdiction, and from the plenitude of 
his pow^r at length grew both obnoxious to the 
people and dangerous to the government which em- 
ployed him. 

B 3 
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Court Barok.] — ^The court baron is a court inci- 
dent to every manor in the kingdom, to be holden by 
the steward within that manor, and is of two na- 
tures ' ; the one "being a mere customary court, and 
appertaining entirely to the copyholders, in which 
their estates are transferred by surrender and admit- 
tance, and other matters transacted relative to their 
tenures only : the other, which is connected with the 
subject of this, discourse, is a court of common law, 
and it is the court of the barons, by which name the 
freeholders were sometimes anciently called, on ac- 
count of its being held before such of them as owe 
suit and service to the manor, the steward being 
rather the registrar than the judge. These courts, 
though in their nature distinct, are frequently con- 
founded together. The court we are now consider- 
ing (viz. the freeholders* court) was kept in the lord*s 
manor-house, and was composed of his tenants, who 
were bound by their feudal tenure to assist their lord 
in the dispensation of domestic justice: it consisted of 
ten judges or triers, called anciently friburgiy or 
tinenienlaU^ These were to undertake"^ for every in- 
habitant, and to satisfy for the ofFence of each man. 
Among them presided a person called decanus^ fri- 
hourghedi or headborough (a name still retained) ; and 
by this tribunal were all civil actions, as of debt, tres- 
pass, detinue, or the like ^y which arose betwixt any 

* Co.Litt. 58. 

* Leges £dw. Conf. apud Lamb. f. 13a. a. 

* ** This court may hold plea of any personal actions where Uie 
debt Qt damage does not amount to forty shillings, which is the same 
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of their township, determined. When a cause was 
tried which concerned the tenants of different lord^ 
ships^ it iliras transmitted to the next superior juris* 
diction, viz. the hundred court, in some places called 
the wapentake. 

These court barons were in the time of king 
Heniy I. and afterwards held once every fortnight ; 
but king Henry III. in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, ordered them to be held once in . three weeks 
only \ 

Hundred Court.] — Tliis tx>urt is only a larger 
court baron, being held for all the inhabitants of a 
particular hundred instead of a manor ; and on this 
account it received its denomination of buntipeD semae,' 
and cenfuriafa, because it was originally composed 
either ex hidarum aliquoi cenienarm (as hda de centum 
acris commonly), for that it consisted of an hundred 
hides of land, as an hide usually consisted of one hun-t 
dred acres, or else because it had jurisdictiona over 
ten deans, or an hundred friboroughs:. 

8umy or three marks,, tbat boanded the juriscKctiDn of 'the aodent 
Gothic courts in their lowest instaaoe, Qf^f^r^ingHmirUf so called be». 
cause four were instituted within c^ery superior district or hundred ;. 
but the proceedings on a writ of dght noay b^ rcmpved into the 
county court by a precept from the sheriff, called a tolt^ quia to/lit at>% 
queeximt cattsam e curia karomum y and the proceedings in all other- 
actions may be removed into the superior courts by the king's. writSs 
of tnme^ or accedas ad curiam^ according to the nature of the suit. 
After judgment given, a writ of false judgment lies to the courts at 
Westminster to rehear and re^^w the cause, and not a writ of rrrvr, 
for this is not a court of record : and therefore, in some o{these«writs 
of removal, the first direction given is, to cause the plaint to be re- 
corded — reeordari facias loquelamn* Blackst. vol. iii. 
^ Cipus. x8 {i. j. m« JO, in.dorso. Cart*, a |L 4. iQf ia« per Ipsoq^ 

' B A 
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This court is said by sir E. Coke to have been de-^ 
rived out of the county court for the ease of the 
people^ that they might have justice done to them at 
iheir own doors without any charge or loss of time : 
but its institution was probably coeval with that of 
hundreds themselves^ which, as before observed, were 
introduced, though not invented, by Alfred, being 
4erived from the ancient polity of the Germans. 
Caesar speaks positively of the judicial power exer- 
cised in their hundred courts, and their courts baron : 
^'Frincipes regionum atque pagorunC" (which we may 
&irly construe the lords of hundreds and manors), 
*^ mier suosjus dicunt cotUroversiasque mimuaur And 
Tacitus, who had examined their constitution still 
itiore attentively, informs us, not only of the autho^ 
rity of the lords, but of that of the cenieni^ the hun- 
dredors or jury^ who were taken out of the common 
freeholders, and had themselves a share in the deter* 
mination : of these, one of the better sort, or prind* 
pal inhabitants, called alderman, was judge, as appears 
by the Register of £ly^ ^diere it is said, that '^ M/gd^ 
wyn, the alderman, came to Ely, and within the 
churchyard near the north gate of the monastery, 
held pleas for the whole hundred ^ ;'* and the witness 
of contracts and purchases then was testimmio hun^ 
dredi. Here not only temporal, but ecclesiastical 
causes were tried, the alderman, or chief judge, being 
said to be such a one as Dei leges & hominum jura stu* 
dehai promovere^ who studied to promote the 
LAWS OF God and man. 

» £x Regist. de £17, in bibl. Cotton, fub effigic Titi, A. i. f. 6. Ik 
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' The bishop or arcfadeaoon usually sat in this court 
^th the aldemian till prohibited by a ^>ecial precept 
from William the Conqueror, which ordered ^ quod 
ncc episcopus nee arehidiaconus de legibus efiscopaUbus 
ampiiiis in hundredo pladium teneaU 

Before the above-mentioned period the hundred 
court was held twdve times in the year ^, viz, onc^ 
^eiy month ; and in king Henry I.'s time, once every 
fortnight*: but king Henry III. in the eighteenth 
year of his reign, ordained ^ (as of the court baron), 
that it should be held once every three weeks. 

As causes are equally liable to removal from hence 
as from the common court baron, and by the same 
writs, and may also be reviewed by writ of false 
judgment, the hundred court is fallen into equal did-* 
use with the court baron with regard to the trial of 
actions '• 

ThbTrihing or Lathe.] — Of this, tribunal ves- 
tiges exist in Kent', where such a conjunction of three 
or four hundreds still remains ; and to this court ' de-^ 
ferebantur causae qtue non poterant definiri in wapenta 
chusj &c. were brought ^ such causes as could not ht 
determined in the hundred court. 

• • 

* Cart« a R. a. m* 14. n. 5. per Inspex. 

' Leges Edw. Conf. per Lambardam, fol. 136. b. 

* Cart. % R. 1. m. i». per Intpcx. ^ . 

* Qaua. 18 H. 3. in donoy id. lol 

' 6f the rcunitiDg of these hundreds and wapentakes to the bodies 
of the counties, according to the act of 4 £. 3. cap. xi. see Rot. Ffn. 
4B« 3. in dorso, m. 33.4 and Analecta Anglo-Bxitt. d. Viri J. SeUL 
lib. ii. cap. 7. 

* Lamb, de priscis Angl. Leg. f. 135. b. 

* Vide Leges Edw. Conf. apud Lamb. f. 134. a. sub tituloDc Cen« 
tiiriombus& capitalibusEriborgis. 
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Here the barons or freeholders of those parts, as 
in the hundred, were judges, as appears by the suit 
which Wulstan de Delham had for Stanneie in Cam* 
bridgeshire in the days of Edward, successor to Edgar ; 
the story of which is briefly this : A certain widow, 
named .^Iscuen, having given Stanneie, with the fen 
belonging to it, to this Wulstan de Delham, he be* 
stowed it on the monks of Ely, and they let it to fimn 
for a rent of eels unto certain kinsfolk of the said 
iCscuen, who, having held it some time, at length 
retained it as their own, '^ sine judicio & sine lege 
eivium 6f hundndanorum — ^without any judgment or 
law of the freemen and hundredorsr*' wheveiipoR 
iGgelwyn the alderman summoned those persons who 
so unjustly held it to attend him at Ely to answer 
the same : but they declining to appear, at length the 
said iPigelwyn sitting at Cambridge, held a court there 
of the freemen and hundredors, before twenty-four 
judges ; where, after open manifestation of the wrong 
done, judgment was not only given that the monks 
should be repossessed of those lands and fen, and to 
receive the arrear of the rent, but that the king should 
have a fine from the defendants on account of their 
injurious dealing: and moreover, that certain per- 
sons, then named, should perambulate the said land, 
and put the monks into possession thereof agai|i. 

In like manner, upon a great dispute betwixt the 
monks of Ely and one Ulfe concerning lands in 
Chipenham, the said i^elwyn the alderman, Alwold 
his brother, and the abbot of Ely, with all the ancient 
men of the East Angles and Cambridge^ met at « 
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town called Hegentune, the inhabitants of three hun- 
dreds being there assembled^ where the claim on each 
part was heard, and judgment given therein. 

Moreover we find, that the same -^gelwyn, &pri^ 
mates Northamftommses^ placiium habtterunt apud 
Walmesfordy in octo himdredis. And that contracts 
for land were also made in such conventions, in those 
elder times, we want not several instances : — ^to notice 
only a few. 

In ^ Stretham qiuedam vidua, Wlfled vocahulo dicta^ 
&c. There was a certain woman, called Wlfled, 
dwelling in Stretham, the widow of Siberth, who sold 
twenty-four acres of land to the abbot of Ely ; which 
land her father purchased in king Athelstan^s time, 
and she had afterwards quietly enjoyed ; & hoc ndvt^ 
rat totzim hundredwn i and of this all the hundred had 
knowledge. 

So also in Chipenham, one Wine purchased eighty 
acres, and five pieces of ground whereon houses were 
built, for which he gave one hundred shillings unto 
Lefsius de Frakenham ; and likewise twenty acres, 
and one parcel of land with building on it, for twenty 
shillings ; and from Wulfelm, brother to Wulfin,- ten 
acres for ten shillings : Hoc quoq. factum est coram 
hundredi testimonia \ this also was done in the fitce of 
the hundred. 

And upon a controversy respecting certain lands in 
Swafham, claimed by one Wulstane, the witness of 
no less than eight hundreds on the southern side 

^ £x Hist Elkn. MS. in bibl. Cotton. [Domhian. A. I5.J>£ 76. sk 
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of Cambridgeshire^ was produced to prove his pur- 
diase. 

Nor is testimony wanting that such was the prac- 
tice after the Norman conquest, as is evident by the 
conclusion of an original deed ^, apparently as ancient 
as the time of king Henry II. ^, in which Richard de 
Merburie, of Merburie in Cheshire, grants the whole 
lordship of Merburie to William de Merburie, his * 
brother and his heirs, for certain services to him the 
said Richard and his heirs reserved. 

And that titles of land were tried also in this court, 
as well after the Norman entrance as in the Saxons* 
time, is equally evident from a precept of the above- 
mentioned king to the shireeve of Norfolk *. 

The Sheriff's Turn.] — ^This was anciently 
called scyre mote (the meeting of the inhabitants of 
the shire), and was held twice in the year, long be- 
fore the Norman conquest, as appears from several 

* Penes Tho. Merburie de Metinurie in com. Cettr. arm. J4 Sept. 
1663. 

' <* Hoc autem fed consensu/' ftc— ^ 'Wlllielmus frater meus pne* 
Rictus dedit mihi ; partem coram omni comitatu Cestrise, et partem 
in curii domini mei Guarini de Veraon, et partem coram wapentachio 
de Hathclstona, testibus Lidulfb de Twamlowe, Sec. et onui corn!* 
tatu CestriaB.'* 

* Ex ipso autogr. in bibl. Cotton. H. rex Angli», et dux Norm, 
et Aquit. et comes AndegaTise, vicecomiti suo de Norfblcy salutem. 
Prsecipio, quod ecdesia S. Trinitatis de Norwico teneat bene et in 
pace» et juste, et libere communiam pasturam suam, quae est Inter 
Bescheleiam et Framingeham, sicut melius et quietius tenuit tempore 
regis Henrici aTi mei, et dcut dirationatiun est per homines hun* 
dredi : et nisi fcceritis justicia mea faciat fieri. Teste Toma Cancel^ 
latjo apud S. Bdntondum. ' 

5 



testimonies : it afterwards received the name of the 
^erifFV tum^ from the Frendi word tour (vicisj^ 
and in English turn. In this court, sat the bishop of 
the diocess and tbe earl or ealderman, in shires that 
had ealdermen ; and the bi^op and sberiiis in such 
counties as were committed to sherifls^ as appears 
from the laws of both £(%ar and Canute : ^' In every 
county let there- be twice a year an assembly of the 
people^ whereat the bidiop of the diocess and the earl 
shall be present^ the one to direct in divine, the other 
in hunum matters/* 

These judges were empowered' to determine, as 
weH ecclesiastical as civil causes ; and this institution 
so continued, the faish<^ and eaxi sitting therein to* 
gether, till William the Conqueror, in a full conven-* 
tion ' of his ardbbtshops, bishops, abbots, and tempos 
ral lords, commanded, that ecclesiasticd matters 
should thenceforth be handled by the bishi^ in 
courts of their own, and not any more be discussed 
amongst secular affiurs. 

In this court grants and contracts were and^tly 
made upon special occasions, as appears by an original 
>deed ', bearing date 4 £dw. I. ; wherein Alice, the 

# 

daughter of William de Wrottesle, of Wrottesle in 
Stailbrdshire, in her pure widowhood, bestows all 
that land which her father gave in frank marriage 
with her unto one Henry Fitzhugh, and which thus 
concludes: — Data apud Whrenehamp^one, ice. coram 

* Cart. »R. %. per Inspez. m« xs. 

' Penes Walt* Wrotteiler haronettttm an. i66%. 
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dofftim Bogone de QtoyyU^ tunc iemparis viucomti 
Staff. & Salop. & magnum tvkvuu suum, &c« 

Bat it seems, notwithstanding the old laws before 
died, that the sherifis kept their turns oftener than 
twice a year before the statute of Magna Cbarta ; for 
by that statute it was decreed, that no sheriff* or his 
bailiff'should keep his turn in the hundred but twice in 
ayear, and no where but in due place and aocastoraed, 
viz. onoe after Easter, and again after Michaelmas'. 

It likewise appears, that after the passing of the 
same statute, the sheriffs did compel religious per- 
sons as well as others to come to this court until the 
statute 3 of Marlebridge in 52 H. IIL which exempts 
di archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, 
«id all other i^ligious men and women, from coming 
thither, except their appearance be speciaUy required 
tiiereat for some other cause. 

Thb County Court.] — The county court is a 
court inddent to the jurisdiction of the sheriff^ and is 
also very ancient, as appears from the following pas- 
sage in the laws of Edward the Elder: ^^ Every shenff* 
shall convene the people once a month, and do equal 
right to all, putting an end to controversies at times 
appointed/* An instance of the cognizance of this 
court may be found in a precept of William the Con- 
queror, directed to ff^L de Cabamis, and command- 
ing him to convene the inhabitants of Northampton- 

* Videsis etiam Glaus. i8 H. j. in donoy m. lo. quod lurnus ^ce^ 
conutiaper hundreda nisi bis iu anno teneatur. T.Reg, apud Westm. 
u Oct. 

* Cap« lo. 
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shire to inquire whether the tenants to the monks of 
tlamsey for lands in Isham had paid the rent^ or not \ 

To this court anciently were appeals made from 
. the hundred courts as we learn by the laws of Canute : 
^^ No man by a distress shall compel another to the 
county courts unless he have thrice complained in the 
hundred court ; but if he have not right the third 
time^ he may then sue in the county courts which is 
called the scyregemotr 

In those times the county court was a court of 
great dignity and splendour, the bishop and the ealder- 
man (or earl), with the prindpal men of the shire, 
sitting therein to administer justice both in lay and 
ecclesiastical causes : and therefore Sivardus ^, in the 
time of king Edgar, having made his testament, and 
caused it to be written in three chirographs, salt it to 
.^Sgelwyn, the alderman before mentioned, who was 
. principal judge in the county court, to be there ap* 
proved and recorded ; all causes, whether for per- 
jury, adultery, tithes, &€• being only there to be dis* 
cussed. 

" It belongeth to the shireeve (says Glanvile) to 
hold plea in this court upon a writ op right oon* 
ceming freehold, in cases where the lord of the manor 
(wherein land lieth) hath not done justice ; as also 
to hold plea concerning bondmen, but by the king*f 
writ." To which Bracton adds, " Also in the county 
court, and in presence of the shireeve, many things 

* £x Regist. de Ramsey^ in Scacc. penes Remem. RegU. 

• £x Fnef. Regist. de Elyi f.4. b. Vide Selden's Tit. of Honour, 
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may be tried, wherein the shiree^e is constituted ja<i^ 
by the king^s writ to do right, viz. of services and 
customs <^ debt, and other disputes without num* 
her/' And fleta ; " In the county fhere is held a 
twofold court, for the king has his, and the judge his> 
viz. the shireeve, whensoever such a jurisdiction is 
committed to him by writ whereby he hath a record^ 
the precept being to him, and not to the suiters of 
the county, that he shall proceed according to right 
therein. This court also is of the nature of a court 
baron, or the king*8, which is held in some of his 
manors where the shireeve is no other than a bailiff 
or fermour of the king% and where wrong judg- 
ments, pronounced by the suiters without the shireeve^ 
are to be punished*" 

In the time of the Saxons not only causes of great 
m^nent were heard and determined in this court, but 
the justiciarius jingUit himself sat there frequently^ 
as appears from what has been before said of ,^Egel^ 
wyn,. who was Mius AngUit aldemuinus regnanie rege 
Edgaro ; and this custom continued a considerable 
time after the conquest, though it has been many 
ages since disused : for in the great trial between 
Lanfrank archbishop of Canterbuty, and Odo the 
king's brother, before mentioned, which was in the 
county court of Kent, at that time held at PmenJaue^ 
sat Geoffry bishop of Constance, justice of Englandj 
with other bishops, and many barons ^ 
' The judges in these courts at that time were 
only the above-named Geoffiy, Egdric bishop of 

* Origincf Jutididakt. 
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Qiidiester^ and Hamon the sheriff of* the county^ as 
q^pears by a grant of archbishop Anselm to the monks 
of Rochester^ preserved in the Cotton library. 

In this court matters of title were likewise fre* 
quently triedy a cause of that kind occurring in the 
reign of Stephen between Raphe Kcot, then sheriff 
of Kent) and the monks of Canterbury % in pleno au^ 
ditu amdtatus^ in the full hearing of the county. 
Agreements upon .disputes and controversies for title 
of land were also recorded in the same court ^y as well 
as bargains and sales of land anciently made there : 
of the latter, an instance may be produced upwards of 
six himdred years ago, when Harvisia de hclham, 
with Raphe her husband, and Roger their son and 
heir, did pass the grant of their land of Iselham to 
William BriwjBr, in the county ooyxti of Devon* 

By the statute a Ed. VI. c. 25. no county court 
shall be a^oumed longer than for one month, con- 
sisting of twenty-e^t days. And this was also the 
ancient usage, as appears from the laws of king Ed- 
ward the Elder before mentioned. 

The county court was sometimes held in the 
church, as appears from a passage in an ancient 
writer % respecting a priest who lay with his wife the 
night before he was to sing mass, which it seems he 
ought not to have done. *' Quadam die^^ &c. " Upon 
a certain day many persons, as well noble as other, 
met together (at the church) early in the morning to 

' Ex vet. MS. in bibl. Cotton. Faustins, b. 6. n. 19. 

* Ex Registro de Leeston in bibl. Cotton, f. 38. a. b. 

* Hitt. S. Dunelm. cot. i$* 7. 
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fJead ; but before the pleading began^ they inquired 
for the priest to say maas/* &e. This is further ooa* 
firmed by the testimony of Gervasms D&rohntefisis, 
whp, describing the cathedral churdi of Canterbury^in 
speaking of the saufh dooTy says^ ^ nrfuch place^ in 
the old laws of the kingdom, is often expressed by 
name^ at which also all disputes of the whole king- 
dom, whether in the hundred or county, were wont 
to be tried,** &c. 

This practice was not totally discontinued for a 
long time afler^ as is evident from certain ecclesiasti- 
cal constitutions made in a synod held at Exeter in 
anno 1287 (15 Ed. I.) by Peto- de Wivill, then 
bishop of that diocess, when it was (mier alia) d&> 
creed that secular pleas should not be held in the 
church or churchyard* The like prohibition may be 
found in a synod held at Winchester about that 
time ■ • 

" Thus we may see (says judge Blackstone) the 
policy of our ancient constitution, as r^ulated and 
established by the great Alfred, was to bring justice . 
home to every man's door, by constituting as many 
courts of judicature as there are manors and town- 
ships in the kingdom, wherein injuries were redressed 
in an easy and expeditious manner by the suf&age of 
neighbours and friends. These little courts^ how- 
ever, communicated with others of a larger juris- 
diction, and those again with others of a still 
greater power, ascending gradually from the lowest to 

' Ex cod. MS. in bibl. Cotton. OUiomat a. 15. foL 144. a. 
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&ie mxpremt courts^ which were respectively consti<- 
tated to correct the errors of the inferior ones^ and 
to determine such causes as by reason of their weight 
and difficulty demanded a more solemn discussion;--^ 
'^ the source of justice thus flowing in large stream^ 
from the king as the fountain to his superior courts of 
eoordj and being then subdivided into smaller channels 
tin the whole and every part of the kingdom were 
plentifully watered and refreshed. These inferior 
courts/ at least the name and form of them^ still con- 
tinue in our l^al^ constitution ; but as the superior 
courts of record have in practice obtained a ooncur- 
rent original jurisdiction with them^ and as there is 
besides a power of removing plaints or actions thither 
from all the inferior jurisdictions; upon these accounts 
(among others)^ it has happened that these petty 
tribunals have Mien into decay, and almost into ob- 
fivion ; n^ether for the better or the worse, may be 
matter of some speculation, when we consider on the 
one hand the increase of expense and delay, and on 
the other the more upright and impartial decision that 
follow this change of jurisdiction/* 



. OF THE POUR GMtAT COURTS. 

THB CHANCERY. 

It is the opinion of several learned men, as Camb- 
den. Dr. Cowell, in his Interpreter, &c. that this court 
had its name originally from certain bars of wood or 
iron, laid one over another crosswise like a lattioe, 

p2 
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with whidi it was environed to keep off the press of 
people, and yet afford a view to the officers who pre-^ 
sided therein, such gates or cross bars being, by the 
Latins called camelli % which, as some think, was the 
reason why those places that were only peculiar to the 
priest, being by the appointment of pope Felix ^ 
severed from the body of our churches for that pur- 
pose, with certain grates or lattices, were called 
chancels. 

It has been thought that the chancellor's office origi- 
nally was to register the acts and decrees of the judges, 
qui conscribendu et excipiendis jtuilcium actis dant eperam^ 
as says Lupanus. Pytheus also supposes that he was 
anciently the same as we now call secretatius. But the 
office and name of chancellor, however derived, was 
certainly known, not only in this kingdom, but in the 
courts of the Roman emperors, where it originally 
seems to have signified, according to the above 
opinions, a chief scribe or secretary, who was after- 
wards invested with several judicial powers, and a 
general superintendency of the rest of the officers of 
the prince*. 

* The high court of chancoy i8» ia matters of ci^ property, the 
most important of any of the king's superior and original courts of 
justice : it has its name of chancery, eanceJIatiOf fitom the judge who 
presides here, the lord chancellor or caneellarhuy who, sur Edward 
Coke ioforms us, is so termed a esmceilandot from cancelling the king's 
letters patent when granted contrary to law, which is the highest point 
of his jurisdiction, — ^Blackstone* 

' M. Paris. 

^ ** From the Roman emplrcf this title passed to the RoauU^ 
churcbf ever emulous of imperial state; and hence every bishop 
has to .this day his chancellor, the .principal judge of his consist 
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With respect to its antiquity in this realm. It is no 
kss, as the learned Selden conceives ^ than the time 
of the first Christian monarch Ethelbert ; for a charter*- 
of his to the church of Qinterbury, bearing date 
A. D. 605, amongst other witnesses thereto, mentions 
Augentundus referendarius : " where referendariuSj^ 
says he, "may well stand for cancellarius ;*' and that the 
office of both (as flie words applied to the court), 
" is used in the Code^ Novells^ and story of the 
declining empire, signifying an officer who received 
petitions and supplications to the king, and made out 
his writs and mandates as a aisios legis : for though,*' 
says he, " there were divers referendaritj as sometimes 
thirteen, then, eight, then more again, and so divers 
chancellors in the empire ; yet one, especially here 
exercising an office of the nature of those many, 
might well be styled by either of those names/' 

It would be a difficult, and perhaps impossible 
task, to exhibit a perfect series of these great officers 

tmy : and when the modern kingdoms of Europe were established 
upon the ruins of the empuv^ almost every state preserved its chan- 
cellor, with different jurisdictions and dignitiirsy according to their 
different constitutions : but in all of them, he seems to have had the 
supervision of all charters, letters, and such other public instruments 
of the crown as were authenticated in the most solemn manper ; and 
therefore, when seals came in use, he had ajways the custody of the 
great seal ; so that the office of chancellor or lord-keeper (whofte au- 
thority, by Stat 5 Eliz. c. x8. is declared to be exactly the same) is 
with us created at this day by the mere delivery of the king's great 
seal into his custody." Comment* vol. ill. p. 47. 

» A Discourse of the Name and Dignity of Lord Chancellor, pre- 
sented to sir Francis Bacon. 

^ Monas. Anglic, p. 14. col. %• L 40* 

F 3 



f COURT or CHANCBBT. 

through the successive reigns of the Saxon kings, 
until the Norman conquest ; the bare mention of 
such as occur^ and are warranted by good authority^ 
may suffice : of these^ Unwona is the first, who is 
styled canoellarius toOffii the Great about A.D. 76 As 
next to him is Bosa, in king Withlafe's time, about 
A. D. 825, but styled scriba ; aftef him Swithulphus, 
called notarius, under king Berthulph, about the 
yearSdl. 

Then Turketill, under king Edward the Elder, 
whoj says Ingulphus, cancellarium suum turn cons$i» 
tuit \ ^^ he constituted him his chancellor/* &c. : which 
Turl^etiU continued in his office under king Althel- 
stan^ Edmund and Edred (all sons and succes- 
sors to the said king Edward the Elder) ; likewise. 
comiJiarius primus^ pnedfuus, e$ a secreiis familiarise 
simus, his chief and principal privy counsellor. This 
minister, in his old age, was constituted abbot of 
Croyldnd. 

After him king Edgar had Adulphus for his chan- 
cellor ; and king Ethelred, Alfiric the twelfth, abbot of 
St. Alban*s. The Litter king appointed and ordained, 
that the abbots of Ely, St. Augustme*s in Canterbury 
and Glastonbury, should exercise the office of chan- 
cellor by turns annually, dividing the year into three 
parts. 

Whether the above kings had any seals, the custody 
of which in succeeding times was one of the prin- 
cipal duties appertaining to the office of chancellor, 
is not so clearly ascertained : they were used in the 
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time irf* Ingulphus^ as we learn from various passages^ 
in his histDiy '• 

It is dear, however^ from charters of Charles the 
Great, and his son Ludovicus Pius, kii^ ofFrance, 
that seals were used by the French kmg before this 
period ; and it is the opinion of some learned men, 
that £c^ar*ii charter to the monastery of Pershore in 
Worcestershh'e, beginning, Orthodoxoru vigorts ec'- 
desiatiicd nunitay &c. and whereon are apparent signs 
of three labels, by the places cut for them, had 
three scab appendant to it, viz. of the king. Dun- 
Stan, and Alferus, afterwards duke of Mercia ; which 
is further countenanced by a letter from Godfrey 
archdeacon of Worcester, to pope Alexander III. in 
whidi sigilla trta^ three seals, are expressly men- 
tioned, and the persons to whom they belonged : ^ * Esi 
Mutem sigHlum frimtim illustris regis Edgari, secundum 
S. Dunstam Caniuar^ archiepiscopi^ iertium Alferi ducis 
Mericiorumy^ &c. In confirmation of the circum- 
stance of seals being used at this time, many other 
evidences may likewise be adduced. 

SukarduSf 2l monk of Westminster, in his Register 
of that sbhtyj now preserved in the Cotton library, 
gives a charter of the last-mentioned king, which is 

' ** Nam chirographomm oonfectloncm Anglicanam, quae antea, 
Qsq. ad Edwardi regis temporal fidelium praesentium subscriptioni- 
bu8» cum cracibtts auraiy aliiaq. aaciis ngnaculis firma fiierunt $ 
Normanni condcmnantesy durographa cartas Tocabanty et cfaartarum 
finiiitatem» cum cerei impresaonc^ per uniusq. spedale s^illum, sub 
institutione triun vel quatuor testium astantium^ conficere eonstitue- 
bant,'' &c. 

f4 
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coi^rmed by his subscribing his hand^ and causing 
the same to be sealed with his seal; and in another 
instrument of archbishop Dunstan% A. D. 959, it 
is said^ ^^ Intpressime sigilii met e$ a$muU^ in super et 
agalmate S. Crucis ^ligenter ctmsipusvi,** &c. King 
Edwy^ brother of Edgar^ the following year, in his 
diarter of Gamg^ made to the monks of Abingdcm, 
says, Ego Eadwi rexj &c. '^ I Edwy, king, confirm 
my gift with my proper seaV* And Godwin bishop 
of Rochester, in the time of Etheldred, in a contro* 
versy between Leofwin, the son of Ael&ge, makes 
positive mention that the king's writ and seal were 
sent to assemble the people of East and West Kent 
for the ending of that controversy. 

Admitting these examples, it is certain, that as 
sealing charters in the time of our Saxon kings was 
not common, so the office of chancellor was not 
originally denominated from the keeping of the king's 
seal : and that, for a constant succession of seals, 
we are not to look higher than king Edward the 
Confessor, in whose reign Leofricus, sumamed 
Britannicus, Wulwius, and Rembaldus, were dian- 
cellors ; the two last being also keepers of his seal, 
as is evident from the very words of his charters 
to the church of Westminster, Nostraq. iniagims 
tigillo insuper assignari jussimus, &c* And after* 
wards, IVuJwius regia dignitatis canceUarius relegit et 
sigillavitf &c. 

And to the other. Ego Reimbal^ regis canceUarius, 
relegi & sigillavi, &c. 

So likewise was Mauritius, chancellor to king 
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WiUiam the Conqueror^ the keeper of his seal^ as 
appears by that king's charter of confirmation to the 
same abbey of Westminster^ viz. Ego WiUiebnuSy 
&c. hoc fntceptum scrihere fracepi ; ei scriptum hoc, 
signo dammco ctmfirmando 4- stahUrui ; nostrseq. hna^ 
gmis sigilh insuper assignari curavi, &c. And after^ 
Mauriiius regis cancellarms relegU ei sigillavit '• 

From these few (and indeed very rare) instances 
it will appear^ that the sealing oS charters before the 
Norman conquest was little practised^ but after that 
time it became very usual^ though sometimes the seals 
were used of those who were not parties to the grant : 
for instance^ king Henry IIL in the first year of hia 
reign^ ends his letters patent^ sent to Peter de Mauley, 
thus, Et in hujus rei testimonium, &c. In witness 
whereof these our letters patent we have sealed with 
the sed of William Marshall earl governor of us and 
our kingdom. Teste, &c. apud fVinton. xv. Martu. 

Henry did not conclude his writs and grants with 
teste rege, or teste meipso, till the eighth year of his 
reign, though he had a seal in the third ; but during 
the time he used the seal of William Marshall, with 
teste WUl. MareschaJlo ' : and in the third year of his 
reign, ^^ for then began the seal of our lord the king 
to run,*' as the words of the record are, sometimes 
with teste H. de Burgo justiciario : sometimes teste 
domino Petro (de Rupihusjj fFmton. episcopo : some- 
times, teste comite (the above-named William Mar- 
shall) ; and in the fourth, fifth, and sixth of his reign, 

• 

• Ex pracf. Rfgist. Cart. Abb. Westm. 

* Pat. I Hen. 3. m. ii. 
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no6t of them with teste Huberto de Bttrgo justi* 
eiario, ttc. and even in the tenth of his reign^ some 
fxreoepts^ though with teste rege^ were ssib sigilk 
justiciarii. 

With inferior persons it was not unusual at this 
period to ^eaX with the Sfesd of a dean and chapter^ 
corporation, or some emin^it man^ whose seal was 
well known^ with his expression — *< Ei quia sigilbm 
wteum plufimis est imognitum, sigillum decani et capi^ 
tuU H. N. or sigillum ballivorum et eammumtatis de 
N. N* &c. apponi procuraviy 

The dignity of the lord chancellor is of the highest 
kind : he takes precedency of every temporal lord % 
is a privy counsellor by virtue of his office ^ ; and, 
according to lord chancellor EUesmere, prolocutor of 
the house of lords, by prescription. To him be* 
longs the appointment of all justices of the peace 
throughout the kingdom. Being, as before noticed^ 
usually an ecclesiastic, and presiding over the royal 
chapel % he became keeper of the king's conscience ; 
visitor, in right of the kingi of all hospitals and 
collies of the royal foundation ; and patron of all 
the king's livings under the value oS twenty marks 
per annum in the king's bodes» He is the guar- 
dian of all infants, idiots, and lunatics; and has 
the general superintendence of all charitable uses in 
the kingdom. And all this over and above the vast 

* Stat. 31 Hen. 8. c. xo. 

• Selden, Office of Lord Clianc. sec. 3. 
^ Madox, Hist, of £xch. 41. 
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and estoQiftve jnriadiction which he exercises in his 
jndidal capacity in tiie court of chancery. 

Witix respect to the origin <^ the jndidal power 
possessed by this great officer, it is the cqnnion dT 
Lambard, that the lord diancellors of Eng^d had 
not any jurisdiction, for the hearing and determining 
of dvil causes, till the reign of king Edward I. ; but 
that then, the power of the jusiidarius AngJue de* 
clining, it being restrained ad fhcita c^ram regs 
iemnday the king committed to his chancdk>r, to- 
gether with the trust and charge of his great seal, 
his own royal and extraordinary pre-eminence of 
jurisdiction in such civil causes, as well for amend* 
ment as supply of the conunon law ; whidi power, 
that it was not so disposed of by the king till then^ 
^^ may very well (says he) be inferred from Breton 
(a learned lawyer), who, in that king*s time, writing 
of all other courts, from the highest tribunal to the 
court baron, maketh no mention of the chancery : 
howbeit, towards the latter end of this king's reign, it 
was enacted, that the chancellor and the justices of 
his bench should follow the king, wheresoever his 
court did move ; so that he might have at all times 
near unto him some sages of the law, which were 
able to order all sudi matters as dK)uld come unto 
the court, at all times when need should require ; 
the justices, as to matter of law (as it is most like)^ 
and the chancellor 'for equity.** 

Nevertheless, this act did not give an absolute 
power to the chancellor alone of determining in such 
civil causes, as appears by the law which was made 



70 COURT OF OHANCBRY. 

20 Edw. III. where we leam^ that the treasurer was 
joined with him to hear the complaints of all them 
who would complain of sheriffs^ esdieators^ bailiffs of 
franchises^ and their under-ministers ; and also of 
maintainers^ common embracers^ and jurors in the 
county ; and of the gifts and rewards which those 
ministers did take of the people to execute their 
office^ &c« dnd to ordain that speedy remedy should 
be made thereof. 

But in the 36 £• III. by an act of parliament con- 
cerning purveyors and escheators^ as also of what 
things the mayor and constables of the staple should 
take cognizance^ then made^ it was ordained^ '* that if 
any man found himself grieved contrary to those arti- 
des (viz. respecting purveyors^ &c-)^ ^ others con-* 
tained in divers statutes^ and would come into the 
diancery, or any for him^ and thereof make his com- 
plaint^ he should presently there have remedy, by 
force of the said articles and statutes, without else- 
where pursuing for redress. 

Nothwithstandiug this act, however, there does 
not appear in the reports of the common law, as 
Lambard observes ', to have been any frequent men- 
tion of causes, usually drawn before the chancellor, for 
help in equity, till from the time of king Henry IV. 
in whose days, by reason of those intestine troubles, 
feoffments to use did either first begin, as some have 
thought ; or else did first grow common and fami- 
liar: nor are there found any bills and decrees in 

9 ArebcioDy p. 67. 
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<iian£eiy before the 20th of Henry VI. ; such causes 
as since that time were heard in that courts hav^ 
11^ formerly been determined in the lords house 
of parliament, as may seem from the number of 
petitions in parliament, of that nature, which are yet 
extant. 

^' The place where the lord chancellor anciently sat 
and held this court was at the upper end of West« 
minster Hall, at a long marble table which is there 
situate, though now covered with the courts there 
a^ted, whereunto are five or six steps of ascent ; for 
in 36 E. III. when Simon Langham bishop of Ely 
was made lord chancellor, which was on Sunday the 
19th of February, the record ' says, that on Tuesday 
next following, taking the great seal with him to 
Westminster, ei in sede marmored^ uhi eancellarii seder e 
sunt assueii^ sedens^ &c. Jiteras fatentes^ &c. consign 
nari fecit: — he placed himself in the marble chair 
wherein the chancellors used to sit, and sealed patents, 
&c« ; which marble chair to this day rejnaineth, being 
fixed in the wall there over against the middle of that 
marble table/* 

*^ It is further said *, that Thomas, the son and heir 
of Raphe de Greneham, having entered upon his 
manor of Keten in Rutland, which he held by military 
service, before he accomplished his full age, — allocu^ 
tus fuit in auld Westmonasteriensi ad tabulam marmo-' 
ream, coram venerahili patre Ebor. archiepiscopo, tic^ 
saurario ; Roberto de Baldok, archidiacono ABdd, can^ 

' Glaus. z^^'Z* 2n clofsoi in. 39^ 
* Claus. 19 S. %* in dofso, m. 3«. 
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nUam^ GaJfrida k Sir^e ca^iaU justiaario 
regisj it alHs ipsms regis fiMihu^ swptr eo, &c.* 

As to the andait state in which this great officer 
went to Westminster Hall^ after he was adranced to 
that dignity 9 sir Francis Bacon^ l^ght^ wffl afford an 
instance, who, being the king*s attorney geiievat, 
having received the great seal upon the 7th (^March, 
14 Jacobi regis, upon the* first day of Easter term 
then next ensuing, went thus : 

First, the clerks and inferior officers of the dnn- 
eery ; secondly, young students of the hw ; thirty, 
the gentlemen of his own fiunily ; fourdily, the Ser- 
jeant at arms, and the bearer of the seal,— all on foot. 
Then the lord keeper himself on horseback, in a 
gown of purple satin, betwixt the lord treasurer and 
the lord privy seal ; divers earls, barons, and privy 
counsellors ; as also the judges and many gentlemen 
o{ note following after. 

Being come into the court, the lord treasurer and 
lord privy seal received his oath, the clerk of the 
crown reading it. 



KIN6*S BBNCH. 



Thb court of kibg*s bench, called anciently curia 
Jomini regis, because the king used to sit there in 
person, the style of the court being coram ipso rege *, 

* King Edward I. frequenUy sat in the court of king's bench to hear 
causes. Edward IV-. is likewise said to have sat on the bench with 
his judges ; and even so hite as the beginmng of the seventeenth cen- 
tury this court was honoured by the presence of the •overeign in 

1 
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« 

before the king himself^ is a remnant of thtaaia 
regia before mentioned^ and the supreme court of 
common law in the kingdom ^ The judges a( this 
court are at present four in number^ and consist of a 
chief justice and three fuisne judges^ ^^ who are by 
thdr office the sovereign conservators o£ the peace 
and supreme coroners of the land/* 

In this court ought criminal actions to be deter* 
mined^ or such wherein the king on the part of the 
public is the plaintifi^, which are called pleas of tie 
crown, and personal pleas^ which include all civil ac- 
tions depending between subject and subject: the 
former were the jiroper object of the jurisdiction of the 
court of king*s bench, the latter of the court of com- 
mon pleas^ *^ which is a court of record, and is styled by 
sir Eklward Coke, the lock and key of the common 

frofiruifers0na\ James I. beiiig the last monarch that so dittiDguiahed 
it, but was informed by his judges, that he could not delirer an opi- 
nion ; for, notwithstanding the king himself used to sit in this court, 
and still is supposed so to do, he did not, neither by law is he em- 
^wcred (as on this occasion was proved), to determine any cause or 
motioQ but by the nuMith of his judges, to whom he hath committed 
his whole judicial authority. 

* ** The jurisdiction of thi/i court is very high and transcendent ; it 
keeps all inferior jurisdictions within the bounds of their authority, and 
may either remove their proceedings to be determined here, or pro« 
hibit their progress below ; it superintends all corporations in the 
kingdom ; it commands magistrates and others to do what their duty 
requires in every case where there is no specific remedy ; it protects 
tile Kberty of the subject by ^edy and sunmiary interposition ; it is 
likewise a court of appeal, into which may be removed by writ of 
error aH determinations of the court of common pleas, and of all ih« 
ierior courts of record in England, and to which a writ of error lies 
also from the kmg's bench in Ireland,'^ &c«— Comment, vol* iii» 4> 
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law ; for herein can only real actions^ that is^ actions 
that concern the right of freehold^ or the realty, be 
originally brought ; and all other or personal pleas 
between man and man are likewise here determined, 
though in some of them the king's bench has also a 
i»ncurrent authority/' 

The moveable quality of this court is indicated in 
all process issuing thereout in the king's name, which 
is made returnable ubic$mque fuerimus in Anglia, 
wheresoever we shall be in England ; and tlHS, as well 
as its power and dignity, are fully expressed by Brac- 
ton, when he says, the justices of this court are 
^* capitales generates perpetui e$ majores ; a latere regis 
residentes \ qui ommum aJiorum corrigere tenentur kgu-- 
rias et errores : " but notwithstanding it is in this re- 
spect directly contrary to the court of common pleas> 
it does not appear to have been often moved till after 
the 26 Edward I. when it was especially provided by 
the statute called jirticuli super cartas , *' that the 
chancellor and the justices of hi^ bench should foUow 
the king, for that he might at all times have near 
unto him some who were learned in the laws that 
might be able to order all such matters as might come 
unto the court at all times when need should re^, 
quire.'* 

. Before that time, viz. in 42 H. III. the king, 
whose removal to several of his palaces was frequent^ 
as our public records plainly shew, appointed it to be 
held at. Westminster till he should otherwise de- 
termine^ as appears by his special commission ^ to 

* Pat. 4» Hen. 3. m. a. 
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• 

Roger de Thurkelby, Gilbert de Prejston, and Nicho- 
las Handlo : these judges, it seems, soon after took 
their oaths in the exchequer before the lord trea- 
surer ; for in 1 Edward II. Roger le Brabazon, and 
the rest of his fellow-justices of this court then con- 
stituted, being appointed to do the like, the record 
adds, fraut moris est ^. 

The first who had the office of capiialts jusiUiarius 
ad pJaciiam coram rege tenenda was Robert de Bruis, 
constituted 6th of March, 52 Hen. III. ; the title of 
justiciarius Anglue having an end in Philip Basset, who 
was adv^anced to that place by the king in the 45th of 
Hen. IIL 

In the 1 7th of Edward II. Hervie de S$auntmy then 
chancellor of the exchequer, was constituted chief 
justice of this court, with command that he should 
not quit his office of chancellor, but cause it to be 
executed by some other fit person at such times as 
he should be necessitated to attend the hearing of 
causes in this place* 

It is said that John Whiddow, a justice of this 
court in 1 Marias, was the first of the judges who 
rode to Westminster Hall on an horse or geldiAg ; 
for before that time they rode on mules. 



COMMON t»LEAS. 



Thb court of common pleas, or, as it is fi^uently 
termed in law, the court of common bench, was 



* Glaus. X £dw. a* in dorio, m. i. 
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with jurisdiction to hear and determine all 
l^eas of land and injuries mendy ctvil^ between sub- 
ject and subject : it was anciently kept in the ktngfs 
palace distinct from that of the king*8 bench. This 
appears not only from a diarter of Henry L whereby 
he granted to the abbot of B. conusance of all pleas^ 
with this expression '', *' so that neither the justices 
of the one bench or of the other^ or justices of assize, 
should meddle/' &c. ; but by the express words 
of Magna Ciarta, that ^^ common pleas should 
not follow the court* but be held in some certain 
place." This place was the exchequer, where those 
causes were heard^ and not any other peculiar courts 
at least until the confirmation of the Great Charter^ 
which was about the latter end of the reign of John^ 
as will appear from the authorities cited in the ac- 
count of that court. These shew that the diief jus- 
tice of England^ and other persons learned in the laws 
of the realm^ did anciently sit there and hear com- 
plaints in civil cases, as well as that fines were there 
levied before them : it is likewise equally evident 
from the direct words of the statute of 2S E. I. before 
quoted^ called jirtiaJi tufer cartas^ cap. 4. viz. that 
'^ no comuKm plea shall be henceforth held in the 
exchequer contrary to the form of the Great Charter .'• 
The severing of this court from the exchequer was 
at first, no doubt^ occasioned by the great increase of 
suiters and causes^ and a wish to moderate the ex- 
pense and trouble to which the subject was liable by 

' Coke's Reports, part 8. in proem, ex a6. Ub. asus. pi. 44. 

4 



comcoK ?i.BAS; 83 

repairing to the king's supreme court wherever he 
moved ; as weH $b to take off the charge and hazard 
in carrying the records upon all occasions df the king^s 
rmioval : so that this law fixing ^e common pleas 
in a certain place^ viz. at Westminster^ the people 
knew where to resort for trial of their rights : after 
this time the writ ran thus ^, quad sit €oram justici-- 
arm meis afud Westmofutsterium : whereas before ^y 
quod sit coram me veljusticid med. 

The first who appears to have had the appellation 
of taptalis justieiarius in this court was Gilbert de 
Fk^ston^ who by that title ' had his livery of robes in 
I Edw. L 

It seems, that the certain fixing of this court at 
Westminster occasioned mudi more resort thereto 
than before ; for about the beginning of the reign of 
Edward 11. there were so many suits there^ that the 
king was necessitated to increase the number of his 
justices from three to six, and so to divide them that 
they might sit in two places, — Et covieni^ says the 
record % que taunzysoient, fur ceo qil coveni aver detts 
places four le multitude des fkz, que fhs est ore que 
unques nefust en nuly temfs :— -the names of diese six 
justices were, sir William de Berefbrd chief justice, 
sir Lambert de Trikingham, sir Hervy de Staunton, « 
sir Henry Le Scrope, sir John de Benstede, and sir 
William de Bourne. 

* BractaOy lib. iu ci^. 3^. o. 5. 
9 Glanvil, lib. i. cap. 6 

' Liberatscy x Edw. x. m. 4. 

* Cbus. 3 Edw. %. in dono> m. ax. 
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How long they thus sat in two places does not ap* 
pear ; hut it is certain that the number of them was 
afterwards increased ; for within three years after this 
period^ viz. in 6Edw. II. there were seven, though 
not more than six in any year afterwards of that king*s ' 
reign ; nor till 7 Edw. III. when there was agidn the 
same number : and in 1 1 and 12 of the same king, 
eight, viz. John de Stonore, Will, de ShareshuU, 
John Inge, John de Sharddow, Ric. de Aldeburgh, 
Roger Hillary, Will. Scot, and Will. Basset ; and in 
Trinity term, 14. Edw. III. there were no less than 
nine, viz. John de Stonore, Will, de ShareshuU, 
John Inge, Will, de Shardelow, Ric. de Aldeburgh, 
Roger Hillary, Will. Basset, James de Wodestoke, 
and Robert Pamyng ; as appears by the fines levied 
before them. 

Some time afterwards they were again reduced, 
there being, for the greater part of the same king's 
and king Richard II.*s reign, but five : and so till 
1 Heniy VI. when they were again increased to 
seven : but that number held not long ; for after- 
wards there were seldom more than five till 27 Hen. 
VL then six, and so the two ensuing years : in the 
29th of the s^une king's reign, and after till the 32d, 
seven ; and then eight : in the 33d and after, seven ; 
and so also for a good part of king Edward IV/s 
time ; but towards the end of his reign, no more than 
four, nor in all king Henry VH/a time. 

Of this court it is farther observable, that some of 
the justices were also chief barons of the exchequer at 
the same time, viz. John Ivyn in 5 Hen. VI. ; in 
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consideration whereof^ by reason that the terms in the 
exchequer were longer than in this court of common 
pleas^ he had a grant * of one tun of wine, yearly to 
be received out of the king^s own wines, at the hands 
of his chief butler, in the port of London, at the said 
king's price, and sir Humphrey Starkey * in 1 Hen. 
VII. and John Fitz- James ^ in 13 Hen. VIII. 

EXCHEQUBR. 

Gervasius Tilburiemis, in a manuscript as old as 
the time of Hepry II. *, thus describes the nature 
and origin of tliis court : Scaccarium^ says he, tabula 
est qtiadranguhy &c. ** The exchequer is a four-cor- 
nered board, about ten feet long, and five feet broad,' 
fitted in manner of a table for men to sit about ; on 
every side whereof is a standing ledge, or border, four 
fingers broad. Upon this board is laid a cloth, brought 
in Easter term, which is of black colour, rowed with 
streaks, distant about a foot, or a span.'* He adds, 
" This court, by report, began from the very conquest 
of this realm, and was erected by king William ; but 
the reason and proportion thereof is taken from the 
exchequer beyond sea." The party-coloured cloth 
here mentioned, and called by the Frendi chequy^ re- 
sembles a chess-board, and on it, when the king's ac- 
counts are made up, the sums are marked and scored 
with counters. 

' Pat. 5 Hen. 6. p. z. m. 13. 
* Pat. I Hen. 7. p. i. m. 45. 
< Pat. 13 Hen. 8. p. %* m. i. 
^ Penes thesaur. et camerar. scacc. 
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* 

This very ancient court of record was a part of tbe 
nia regia^, tfaongh r^ulated and redoeed to its pre- 
sent form by king Edward L and was intended prin* 
cipaBj to Glider the rerenues of the crown^ and to re- 
cover the king's debts and duties. The jortsdiotion 
of the courts of common pleas^ king*s bench, and 
exchequer, was thus by thehr constitution entirely 
separate and distinct ; the common pleas being in- 
tended to decide all differences between subject and 
subject ; the king's bench to correct all crimes and 
misdemeanors that. amount to a breach of the peace, 
the king being then plaintiff^ as such offences are in 
open derogation of the jura regalia of his crown ; 
and the exchequer to adjust and recover his revenue, 
wherdn the king also is plaintiff; as the withholding 
and nonpayment thereof is an injury to his yi^r^ 
fiualia ^. 

With respect to the dignity and authority of this 
court, Bracton tells us ^, that it is a part of that court 
of our lord the king, in which he himself judges in 
proper person, and that its determinations may not, 
except by that court, be infringed or contradicted : by 
which it evidently appears that the court of ex- 
chequer was then a distinct court from the one 
wherein the king himself customarily sat, and from 
whence there was no appeal. 

Here originally sat, by the institution of its 

^ Madoz Hist* £xch. Z09. 
* Comment, vol. iii. p. 44. 

' £x cod. nigro penes thcsaur. et camerarios sescc. per Gerv. Til- 
bur, (ut fertur) coi^poetto temp, regis U. %. ci^. x. 



founder William ^ not only the great batons of 
the realm^ ecclesiastical and secular^ but also the 
justice of England, as president of the same by his 
ofiioe, and so continued to do for a considerable 
time afterwards : for in the reign of Heniy IL the 
abbot <^ Abingdon ' being dead, and an officer sent 
by the king*s justices to seize the possessions of that 
monastery into the king's hands, de cowmmi consilio^ 
says the register of the house, msimus dotmnum Nkh^ 
hum prkrem nostrum, &c. ^^ by common consent we 
dispatched Nichdas our prior, and certain of the 
monks, unto Ranulph de Glanvill, who then exB^ 
cuted the power of justiciar under the king through* 
out his whole realm, to the end that he might, by 
word of mouth, represent to him our customs, and 
to entreat him that tfaey might not be altered by rea« 
son o[ this seizure : and when they were come to 
the said Kanul^di, then sitting in the exchequer at 
Westminster, and had manifested to him what cur 
liberties and customs were, he, advising with the 
bishops and other justices, who also sat there, pub- 
lished the judgment of the court, viz. that whether 
our church were destitute of a pastw or not, our 
customs should not be infringed/* 

In the time of Henry III. upon the seizure of 
certain lands which belonged to one Rose de Ches- 
terton, she was then commanded to appear coram 
Huherto de Burgo^jusiiciario ei harombus de scaecarh '• 

* Dialog. 8cacc4 per Oerr. Tflbvr. cap. 4. 

• Regiat. de Abbendoii in bibL Cotton. 
' Rot. fin. 8 Hen. 3. m. 5. 
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And about ten years after, Stephan de Seagrave^ 
capitaUs JnglU Justiaarius (says Math. Pons) rem 
scaccarii tractavit ; sciL fiesaurum, cusiodias puerorumf 
et eschetas^ usq. annum Domim 1234. (18 Henry III.) 

In this court, anciently, fines were sometimes 
levied and recorded, as upon an agreement ^ made 
betwixt Roger de Brai, and Mabel the daughter of 
William de Orgr, concerning lands in Maldone, sold 
by the said Mabel to the same Roger — coram 
justiciariis regiis ; sciL Richardo Pictaviensi archidia" 
cofio . et Reginaldo de JVarennd apud Dimstaplam : 
which agreement concludes thus ; Hanc cartam^ quam 
sigillo meo confirmavi, concessi et confirmavi apud scac^ 
cariuni, coram domino Ricardo de Luci, et aJiis baroni^ 
bus de scaaario* This, though not dated, w^ in 
Henry II. 's reign; when Richard de Lucy was justice 
of England, and sate in this court, with others 
.already mentioned. The same happened upon the 
grant made by Hawise de Iselham, &c. (before 
mentioned), unto William Briwere (chief lord of the 
fee),- of all their lands in Iselham^, where it is 
observable, that three of the spiritual barons then 
sate in this court, with Ranulph de Glanvill (who was 

* £z ipso autogr. penes praniob. Thomam dominum Bruse* comi- 
tem Elginisy an. i66o. 

' Haec venditio hc^z fait in pleno comitatu de Devenesdre et 
postea retracta et recordata apud Westmonatterium ad scaccarium 
die JoTis proximi post fiestum .S. Lucsc Eyangelistx an. xxvi. regia 
Henrici sccundi coram Ricardo Winton. Gaufrido Elien. et Johanne 
Norwic. episcopis, et Ranulpho de Glanvilby et Ricardo thesaurario, 
et Will. Basset, et Alano de Furnellis, et Roberto Mastcll, et aliis 
haronibus qui tunc il» aderant. 
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at that time justice of England)^ and three temporal 
barons. This appears likewise to have been the case 
both in the time of Richard and John^ as may be seen 
by the record of the former ♦, and the clause roll ^ in 
the reign of the latter. And after the confirmation 
of the Great Charter, for the greater part of the reign 
of Edward I. the common pleas^ as we have before 
observed, were usually held in this court ; the sta- 
tute of thg 28th of that monarch being expressly 
made to prohibit their being henceforth held ,there, 
contrary to the form of Magna Char fa. 

Instead of ecclesiastical and secular barons, here 
sat canonists and other temporal persons learned in 
the laws, who had thereupon the name of barons, 
because they sat in the same place as the real barons 
did ; the lord high treasurer also supplying the room 
of the chief justice of England, as we learn both by 
the testimony of Fleta and the record of 18 Henry III. 
when William de Beauchamp was appointed a baron 
of this court, together with Alexander de Swereford, 
treasurer of the cathedral of St. Paul in London, 
and Richard de Montfichet ; each of whom had a 

^ Haec est finalis concordia £acta in curia domioi regis apud Westoi. 
ad scaccarium, die dominlca proxima post fcstum S. Marci Evange- 
Kstae anno regni regis Ricardi nodo coram H. Cantuariensi archie- 
piscopOy &c. justiciariis doniini regis^ &c. 

^ Rexy &c. J. eadem gratia JNorwicensi episcopo* &c. Nuncios 
vestros ad nos destinatos suscepimus ; et, audito eorum nuncio, eos 
misimus ad fideles nostros G. filium Petri justiciarium nostrum^ 
Saherum comitenoi Wintonise, W. Briwar, magistnim RStardum de 
Mariscisy tunc ad scaccarimn nostrum residentes, et ad cseteroa 
barones de scaccario nostro \ at de singulis, per eorum consilium vobis 
responderemns, dec. 
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pension of eleven marks per annum^ payable out of 
the king's exdiequo*^ for their support. And othen 
in the same manner were constituted in suooeeding 
times, among which Roger de la Ley, in 48 Henry III. 
who, being the king^s remembrancer in this court, 
was asKgned oii ojfichtm haranis in seaccario ^aJicto 
explendum^ there being no other baron there at that 
time but himself. 



CHAP, IV. 

OF THE CREATION, DRESS, SALARIES, &C. OF THE 
JUSTICES OF THE KING*S COURTS IN WESTMINSTER 
HALL. 

Haw created.'] — ^The lord chancellor having taken his 
seat in the court where the vacancy is to be filled, 
bringing with him the king's letters patent, shall 
cause the seijeant elect to be brought in, to whom, 
in open court, he notifies the king's pleasure, causing 
the letters to be publicly read ; which done, the master 
of the rolls shall read to him the oath he is to take, 
*^ that he shall indifferently minister justice to all 
men, as well foes as firiends, that shall have any suit 
or plea before him ; and this he shall not forbear to 
do, though the king by his letters^ or by express word of 
mouthy would command the contrary ; and that from 
time to time he shall not receive any fee or pension, 
or liv^ of any man, but of the king only, nor any 
gift, reward, or bribe, of any man, having suit or 
plea before him, saving meat and drink, which shall 
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be of no great value/* And on this oath being ad^ 
mimstered, the chancellor shall deliver to him the 
king's letters aforesaid^ and the lord chief justice of 
the court shall assign him a place in the same^ where 
he shall then place him> and which place he shall af- 
terwards keep. 

The justice thus made shall not be at the chaiges 
of any dinner, solemnity, or other costs, ** because 
thone is no d^ree in the &culty of the law, but an 
office only, and a room of authority to continue during 
the king's pleasure.'* 

The judges anciently rode to Westminster HaU in 
great state after they were so made. Mn Justice 
Coventrie, a bencher of the Inner Temple, being 
diosen a judge of the common pleas, proceeded from 
his chambers in Seijeants* Inn to Westminster, ac^ 
companied by the gentlemai of the Temple and the 
students of the inns of chancery. The judge went 
fi>remo8t ; after him the bench, and then the bar ; 
then the gentlemen of the house, and then the 
students of the various inns. But the order of this 
procession being foimd to be erroneous ; for the inns 
of chancery should go first, then the young gentle- 
men of the house in which the judge has studied, 
then the bar, then the bench, alEler that the ancients, 
and last of all the judge : the error was corrected on 
the following day in accompanying judge Tanfield of 
the Temple. 

In the same manner was conducted the procession of 
sir Henry Montague, who succeeded sir Edward Coke 
in the chief justiceship of the king's bench, Michaelmas 
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term l6l6. First went on foot the young gentlemen 
of the Inner Temple (of which house he was) ; after 
them the barristers according to their seniority ; next 
the officers of the king's bench ; then the said chief 
justice himself on horseback in his robes, the earl of 
Huntington on his right hand, and the lord Wil- 
loughby of Eresby on his left, with about Gfty knights 
and gentlemen of quality following. 

Dresses.y-^The importance of appropriate vest* 
ments and other ensigns of dignity, whidi might 
render the ministers of the law, as well as of religion, 
more venerable, was duly understood by the most 
enlightened nations of antiquity : and for the same 
reason the wisdom of our ancestors assigned such 
grave and becoming garments to the dvil magistrate 
in all courts of justice in the realm as were j[udged 
most likely to excite awe and reverence. The ma- 
terials and form of these in ancient times may be 
known by various precepts, as well as other authori- 
ties, Edward III, in the 20th of his reign, by pre- 
cept ' to the keeper of his great wardrobe, commands 
him to deliver to William Scot, and the rest of his 
fellow-justices of his bench, there named ; as also to 
John de Stonore and those with him, justices of tlie 
common pleas ; and likewise to Robert de Sadyng- 
tone and other the barons of his exchequer, viz. to 
each of them for their summer vestments, or robes, 
for that present year, half a short cloth, and one 
piece of fine linen silk ; and for the winter season 

' Claus, ao Edw. 3. p. z. m. 15. 
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another half of a cloth-colour curt, with a hood, and 
three pieces of fur of white budg : and for the feast 
of the Nativity of our Lord, half a cloth-colour curt, 
with a hood of two-and-thirty bellies of minever, 
another fur with seven tires of minever, and two 
furs of silk, 

« 

In the 21st of the same prince, sirWilliam.de 
Thorpe, then chief justice of the king's bench, with 
sir William Basset, and sir Roger de Baukewell^ his 
fellow-justices of tliat court, were allowed * out of 
the same wardrobe, at the feast of AU Saints, for 
their winter robes, each of them half a cloth-colour 
curt ; three furs of white budg, and one hood of the 
same budg : and for their liveries at Christmas, eaph 
of them half a cloth likewise . colour curt, one hood 
containing thirty-two bellies of minever half pure, 
one fur of minever containing seven tires, and two 
furs of silk, each of seven tires. 

And for their summer robes, each of them half 4 
cloth-colour curt, with one piece and an half of thin 
silk. 

The like liveries at the same time were granted to 
sir John de Stonore, sir Richard de Wylughby, sir 
Roger Hillary, sir William de Shareshall, sir Richard 
de KelleshuU, and sir John de Stonford, justices of 
the coitrt of common pleas.: and the like also to sir 
Robert de Sadyngton, sir Grervaise de Wilford, sir 
William de Brokerby, sir Alan de Asshe, and sir 
John de Houton, then barons of the exchequer. 
In 1 1 R. II. sir Walter de Clopton, knight, then 

* Ex rot. compt. custodis magose garderobae de an. 21 £. 3. 
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diief justice of the king's bench, and John Hail^ kin 
feDow-justioe in that court ; ar Robert Charleton, 
chief justice of the* conmion pleas ; and Wilfiani 
Th3rming^ WiDiam Kykill^ John Wadham^ and 
Riduuxl Sydenham, justices also of the same court, 
had for their summer robes the following liveries, 
viz. eadi of the diief justices ten ells of green doth 
long, and twenty-four eHs of green taffeta ; and eadi 
of the rest ten ells of green doth long. Ten dls 
of the like doth was also at the same time given to 
John Gassy, chief baron of the exchequer. 

In 22 Hen. VI. Jchn Fray, then chief baron of 
the exchequer, had for his winter robe against Christ- 
mas allowed to him ten ells o( violet in grain ; one 
fur of thirty-two bdlies o( minever pure for his hood ; 
another fur of one hundred and twenty bellies of 
minever gross, and two furs each of seven tires of 
silk ; and for his summer robe against Whitsuntide, 
ten ells of green doth long, and half a piece of green 
tartarin. At the same time Roger Hunt, Robert 
Frampton, and William Fallan (the other barons of 
the same court), had for their like summer robes, 
each of them ten ells of violet in grain ; mth one 
fur of one hundred and twenty • bellies of minever 
gross ; and another fur of thirty-two bellies of minever 
pure for the hood ; as likewise two furs of silk, each 
of seven tires. From these examples it appears that 
the colour of the judges robes was not constantly the 
same : green, however, seems for a considerable time 
to have prevailed. In fashion, we may presume, 
there was not much variation. 
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John Foitescue, in his De Laudibus AngJU^ 
\irritten about this time^ q)eaking of the formality of 
niaking a judge, says, *^ he shall thenceforward from 
time to time change his habit in some points ; fof 
bang a seijeant at the law, he is clothed in a long 
priestlike robe, with a furred cape about his shoulders ; 
and thereupon a hood with two labels (such as doc- 
tors of the law wear in certain universities), with 
their coif : but being made a justice, instead of his 
hood he must wear a cloak, closed upon his right 
shoulder, all the other ornaments of a seijeant still 
remaining, saving that his vesture shall not be party- 
coloured as a Serjeant's may, and his cape furred with 
minever, whereas the se^eanfs cape is ever furred 
with white lamb." Specimens of judges robes, &c. of 
this and the preceding periods may be seen in a plate 
given in the ^^ Origines JuridicialeSy^ which rq)re* 
sents five several examples. The first is taken from 
a very old seal affixed to an original grant of land ' 
to the canons of Osulveston, in the county of Lei - 
cester, by Robert Grimbald, a judge in the time of 
Hen. n. : on which seal he is represented in his habit 
holding a naked sword at length in his right hand (the 
emblem of justice), sHid in his left one broken in the 
midst (the emblem of mercy). The second is from 
a monument of John Q>kaine, one of the justices of 
the court of common pleas in the reign of Henry 
IV. still existing at Ashbum in Derbyshire. The 
last figures are painted on glass in the church of 

' Antpgr. penis Sam. Roper de Henowc in com. Deri), ann. . 
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Long Melford in SuiFolk^ where they were set up in 
the time of Edward FV. ; in whose reign two of them 
flourished, and the third, sir Williain Howard, knight, 
4n the reign of Edward L 

By a solemn decree, bearing date the 24th of June 
1635, made by all the judges at the courts of West* 
minster, a strict uniformity of habit was thenceforth 
directed to be observed by all his m^esty*s justices, 
and the particular kind to be worn at different times 
pointed out '• 

' The judges in tenn-time are to sit at Westmioster in the courtSy in 
their black or violet gowns, whether they will ; and a hood of the 
same colour put over their heads, and their manUes above ally the end 
of the hood hanging over behind, wearing their velvet caps and c(Mfs 
of lawn and cornered caps. 

The facing of their gowns, hoods, and manUes, is with changeable 
taffeta, which they must begin to wear upon Ascension-day, being the 
last Thursday in Easter term, and continue those n^es until the feast 
of Simon and Jude ; and upon Simon and Jude's day the judges begin 
to wear their robes faced with white furs of minever, and so continue 
that facing till Ascension-day again. 

Upon all holydays which fall in the term, and are hall-days, the 
judges sit in scarlet £u:ed with taffeta, when taffieta facing is to be 
worn ; and with furs or minever, when furs or minever are to be 
worn. 

Upon the day when the lord mayor of London comes to West- 
minster to take his oath, that day the judges come in scarlet ; and 
upon the fifth day of November, being gunpowder-day, unless it be 
Sunday, the judges go to Westminster abbey in scarlet to hear the 
sermon, and after go to sit in court ; and the two lords chief justices 
and the lord chief- baron have their collars of SS above their manties 
for those two days. 

When the judges go to St. Paul's to the sermon, upon any Sunday 
in the term-time, or to any public church, they ought to go in scarlet 
gowns, the two lords chief justices and the lord chief baron in then: 
velvet and satin tippets, and the other judges in taffeta tippets ; and 
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Dignified with Knighihood.'] — The honour of 
knighthood, anciently conferred by bathing and va- 
rious sacred ceremonies, appears from the public 
records to have been customarily granted to the 

Uien the scarlet casting-hood is worn on the right side above the tip*' 
petSy and the hood is to be pinned abroad towards the left shoulder ; 
and if it be upon any grand days, as upon the Ascension-day, Mid- 
summer-day, All Hallow day, or Candlemas-day, then the two lords 
thief justices and the lord chief baron wear their collars of SS with 
long scarlet casting-hoods, and velvet and satin tippets. 

At all times^ when the judges go to* the council-table,' or to any 
aasembly of the lords, in the afternoons in term-time, they ought to go 
in their robes of violet, or black faced with taffeta, according as the 
time of wearing them doth require ; and with tippets and scarlet 
casting-hoods pinned near the left shoulder, unless it be Sunday or 
holyday, and then in scarlet. 

In the circuit the judges go to the church upon Sundays in the fore- 
noon in scarlet gowns, hoods^ and mantles, and sit in their caps ; and 
in the afternoons to the church in scarlet gowns, tippet, and scarlet 
. hood, and sit in their cornered caps. 

And the first morning at the reading of the commissions they sit in 
scarlet gowns, with hoods and mantles, and in their coifs and cor- 
nered caps ; and he that gives the charge and delivers the gaol doth, 
or ought for the most part, to continue all that assizes the same robes, 
scarlet gown, hood, and mantle : but the other judge, who sits upon 
the msi priusf doth commonly (if he will) sit only in his scarlet robe, 
with tippet and casting-hood : or if it be cold, he may sit in gown, 
and hood, and mantle. 

And where the judges in circuit goto dine with the shireeve, or to a 
public feast, then in scarlet gowns, tippets^ and scarlet hoods $ or, 
casting off their mantle, they keep on their other hood. 

The scarlet casting-hood is to be put above the tippet on the right 
side 5 for justice Walmesley and justice Warburton, and all the judget 
before, did wear them in that manner \ and did declare, that by wear- 
ing the hood on the right side, and above the tippet, was signified 
more temporal dignity ; and by the tippet on the left side only^ the 
Judges did resemble priests. 

Whensoever the judges or any of them are appointed to attend the 

H 
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king^s justices at Westminster on their creation, as 
may be seen from the allowance for robes and other 
things out of the king's wardrobe * upon their recep- 
tion of the same. 

The first mentioned are Thomas Bacon, John de 
Shardlow, Richard de Aldeburgh, and William de 
Shareshull, justices of the common pleas ; William 
de Denum, one of the barons of the exchequer ; and 
Robert de Scorburgh, who had been a justice itine^ 
rant in Derbyshire, in ^ Edw. IIL 

These, in order to their knighthood, as bannerets, 
had for their hoods and coats to perform their vigils, 
first, thirty-six ells of red cloth mixed with . • • . 

Secondly, For six mantles and five coats of cloth 
of tartarin streaked with gold, thirty-six ells, and six 
furrures of minever, each consisting of eight tires. 

Thirdly, For six robes, each with four garnish- 
king's majestyy tbey go in scarlet gowns, tippets, and scarlet casting- 
hoods, either to his own presence, or at the counciUtable* 

The judges and seijeants, when they ride circuits, are to wear a Ser- 
jeant's coat of good broad-cloth with sleeres, and faced with velvet: 
they have used of late to lace the sleeves of the Serjeant's coat thick 
with lace ; and.they are to have a sumptcr, and ought to ride with six 
men at the least* 

Also the first Sunday of every term, and when the judges and ser- 
jeant9 dine at my lord mayor's or the shireeves, they are to wear 
their scariets, and to sit at Paul's with their caps at the sermon; 

When the judges go to any reader's feast, they go upon the Sunday 
or holyday in scailet ; upon other days in violet, with scarlet casting- 
hoods, and the seijeants go in violet, with scariet hoods. 

When the judges sit upon nui prhu in Westminster or in London, 
they go in violet gowns and scariet casting-hoods and tippets, upon 
holydays in scariet. 

* £x rot* compoti de an. 6 £• 3. penes remem. reg.mscacc. 
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inents of cloth in grain long, two cloths four ells^ 
with twenty-four furrures of minever, each con- 
taining eight tires, and twelve fiirs of gray vary. 

Fourthly, For six other robes with four garnish- 
ments for the same of green cloth short, twelve hoods 
of minever, half • . . . each containing thirty-two 
bellies. 

Fifthly, For six beds, six coverlets of cloth of 
gold diasper, two cloths, as also two pieces of fine 
linen. 

. Sixthly, For six pair of sheets for the said beds, of 
doth of Paris, each pair twenty-four ells— one hun- 
<lred and forty-four ells. 

Seventhly, For six canvasses for the same beds of 
card. Inde of Lumbard, two cloths for each canvass, 
twelve pieces. 

After this, viz. in 34 £dw. III. John Moubray and 
William Skipwith, then newly constituted justices of 
the common pleas, had these parcels delivered ^ to 
them for their robes and other accoutrements, in 
order to their reception of this degree of knighthood 
as bannerets at the feast of the Nativity. 

1. Viz. each of them ten ells of cloth marbrune, 
mixed, long in grain. 2. Ten ells of green cloth, 
mixed, long of Brussels. 3. A cloak, of one hundred 
and twenty bellies of minever pure. 4. Two furs, 
each of seven tires of minever pure. 5 . Two furs of 
silk, each of them seven tires. 6. Two furs of popre, 
two hoods each of thirty-two bellies of minever, half 

* Ex rot. de an. 34 £. 3. in. 5. 
H 2 
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pur. 7* Six ells of russet cloth, long, for the making 
of one coat and hood for the vigils. 8. Six ells of 
green tartarin, streaked. Q. Two cloths of gold 
sigastons. 10. One piece of fine linen ynde heaten. 
11. Two pieces of Lumbardy cardie. 12. And 
twenty-four pieties of F^s linen cloth. 

In 7 Rich. 11. John Holt and William Burgh, be- 
ing likewise to receive the same order at Eltham upon 
Christmas day, and as bannerets, had ^ each of them, 
1 . Ten eDs of Wue doth long. 2. Ten ells of green 
cloth long. 3. Two furs, each containing one hun^ 
dred and twenty beHies of minever gray. 4. Two 
furs of silk, each of seven tires* 5. Two furs of 
pople, each of six tires. 6. Two hoods, each of thirty- 
two bellies of minever pure. 7. And the making for 
each of them two other robes, and furring them ; as 
also to each a furred mantle, six elk of gre^i streaked 
tartarin, and a cloak of an hundred and twenty bellies 
of minever pure. 8. To eadi of them for an hood, 
wherein to perform their vigils^ six ells of russet long. 
g. To each of them for his bed two cloths of gold 
sigaston, one piece of green sarsnet, twenty-four 
ells of linen cloth of Brabant, and two pieces of 
Lumbardy cardie. 

In 1 1 Rich. II. Walter de Clopton, then newly 
made chief justice of the king's bench, and Robert de 
Cherfeton, chief justice of the common pleas, being 
also to reodve the order of knighthood as bannerets 
at Wyndftore on the feast of St« George, had ^ each of 

* Ex tot. de an. I R. ^ m. lOi . 

^ £x cod. MS. penis cuttodem nignx gardkrob«» r. f. i68. z^ 
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diem for a winter robe, 1 . Ten ells of blue cloth 
long. 2. One fur of one hundred and twenty bellies 
of minever gross. 3. One fur of silk of seven tires. 
4. One fur of popl. of six tires. 5. One hood oi 
thirty-two bellies of minever pure. And for a sum- 
mer robe, 6. Ten ells of green cloth bng. 7. One 
piece and a half of green sarsnet. 8. And for a coat 
and mantle of green tartarin streaked with gold, an(} 
furring the mantle with a cloak of one hundred and 
twenty bellies of minever pure. p. And for a hood 
wherein to keep their vigils six ells of russet cloth 
long. 10. As also to each of them for the making 
and lining of their bed. 11. And for their bath two 
cloths of gold sigaston, and one piece of green silk. 
12. And twenty-four ells of cloth of Braband^ and six 
pieces of Coloign cardie. 

Fees or SalarUs."] — The first yearly salaries paid 
to the king's justices of his respective courts at 
Westminster, for their support in his service, are in 
the eleventh year of king Henry III. the Liberatse 
rolls before that time being all perished ; but then^ 
Will, de Insula and R. Duket had each of them ten 
marks per annum out of the exchequer. Not long 
^flerwards these fees were increased ; for in 23 Hen. 
III. William de Culeworth, one of the justices of the 
common pleas, had 20/. per ann. fee. In 27 Hen. III. 
Alexander de Swereford, a baron of the exchequer, 
and it seems chief, had forty marks per annum ;, and 
in 38 Hen. III. John deWyville, one of the barons 

* LibcratSf zs H. 3. m. 5. 
H 3 
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of that oourt^ twenty marks. In 43 Hen. m. Gilbert 
de Preston^ then one of the justices oi the king's 
bench, had 40/. per annum ; and in 44 Hen. IIL 
Roger de Thurkilby, one of the justices of the court 
of common pleas, one hundred marks per annum ; 
but he was, as it appears, then chief justice in that 
court, though there was a justiciarius Anglic at the 
same time ; for Robert de Briwes, jbhen also a justice in 
the court of common pleas, had no more than 40/« 
per annum. 

To Roger de Thurkilby (for he died in 44 Hen. HI.) 
succeeded Will, de Wilton in the chief justiceship of 
the court of common pleas, whose fee was advanced 
to 100/. per annum, the fee of the other judges in 
that court being but 40/. apiece. And as the salaries 
in this court were thus enlarged, so were those in the 
exchequer : for in 4Q Hen. IIL Roger de la Laye, 
one of the barons there, had 40/. per annum : but 
this held not long, for Gilbert de Preston, chief jus- 
tice of the king's bench in 53 Hen. III. received but 
one hundred marks per annum ; nor had he more in 
the beginning of the reign of king Edward, when he 
was chief justice of the court of common pleas ; and 
after this they sunk more, for Thomas de Weyland, 
chief justice of the common pleas in 7 Edward L had 
but 40/. per annum as long as he lived ; and Walter 
de Wymbume, another justice of the same courts 
forty marks ; which proportion, viz. 40/. per annum 
to the chief justices of both benches, and forty 
marks apiece to the justices and barons of the ex- 
chequer, continued till the 25th of Edward III. as ap- 
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pears by the Liberate roUs of those times : and then 
the salary of the chief justice of the king's bench fell 
still lower, viz. to fifty marks per annum (which is 
no more than 33/. 6s. SJ.), the yearly fee of the chief 
justice of the common pleas being augmented to one 
hundred marks per annum, the chief baron of the ex- 
chequer having no more than 40/. per annum, and 
the other justices of both benches and barons of the 
exchequer being then reduced to 20/. per annum. 

Nor does there appear in these their annual salaries 
any direct certainty for a long time afterwards ; for in 
28 Edw. III. ^ Thomas de Seton, then one of the jus- 
tices of the king's bench, had eighty marks per 
annum. 

In 36 Edw. III. the chief baron and other barons 
of the exchequer had ' all alike, viz. 40/. per annum ; 
and in the 39 Edw. III. the justices of the common 
pleas, 40/. per annum ; and chief justice of the king's 
bench, one hundred marks ; the other j^ustices of that 
court, 40/. per annum. 

In ^ 5 Rich. n. the justices of the common pleas 
no more than forty marks per annum : so also in 8 
and 14 Rich. II. 

In 1 Hen. IV. the chief baron and other the barons 
pf the exchequer but ' forty marks per annum ; the 
chief justice of the <5ommon pleas 40/. ; the other 
justices of that court forty marks. 

* Lib. de an. aSE. 3. m. z. 
' Lib. 36 £. 3. m. %, 

' Lib. 5 R. a. m. 13. 

* Lib. I H.4. m* 7* 

H4 
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In 3 Hen. IV. the chief justice of the king^s bench 
AOl. per annum ; and in Q Hen. IV. John Colepeper^ 
(me of the justices of the common pleas^ fifty -five 
marks per annum. 

This disagreeable uncertainty in the yearly salaries 
and allowances for robes of the judges appears to 
have continued till the 18th of Henry VI., when a 
formal complaint in parliament ' being exhibited by 

' Pkase au roy nostre soTcraign Bignienr de considerery comcnt les 
justices de banke le royy et del commun bank ; les justices as assizei 
J>rendre9 assignez ; les seiigeanta ct attorney le roy pur le temps este- 
antz ; derant sez heuresy fieurent toutz temps paies en mains, de lour 
fees et regardcz de roy, per les tresorers d'£ngleterrey pur le tempt 
esteantz» annuelment en lez termes del Pasche et St. Michell per owelx 
porcionsy tanq; jctarde en temps de William Kenwoldmershe alors 
tivsorer d'Engleterre : et qe orcy mesmez lez justicez» sergeantz et at* 
tourney de lour ditz feez et regaidez» ne de lour yesture, pellurey ne 
linure, ne sount mye paiez ; eins sount ascuns de eux arere dez lour 
ditz fees et regardez nient paies per ii ans et pluis. £t qe a quelle 
temps del an, que ascun dez ditz justicez, sergeantz, ou attourae de< 
\ie, ou soit discharge, soit le jour prochein derant le fest de Pascq, ou 
Scint Michell ; luyy ou sez executorz jammes n'ouat paiement del 
rien del rate de lour ditz feez et regardes, pur le rate del temps en- 
curruz parentre le jour de sa mort, ou discharge ; et le proschen pre* 
cedent feste dez festez suisditz ; iss^nt, qe per cas lez justicez, ser* 
geantzy ou attoume ensi mort, ou discharge, ferra son dit office, per 
dimy an, forsq; un jour, a cez graundez costagez, labour ct expenses* 
saunz riens unques avoir pur ycell, a sa tresgraund enpoverishment 
per cas en temps de sa plus graund necessite. £t que il y ad null dex 
ditz justices, forspris les chief, que ne ad damage et perde de CA per 
annum ; pur ceo, q'il est en office del justice, coment il soit paiez de 
sez ditz feez et regardez ; issint, que per les ditz damage et perde, et 
le noun paiement dez ditz feez et regardez, et autres causez de perte* 
covyendra a mesmez lezjusticezencountre lour gree de necessite eux 
retraher de lour dit officez, faire, a dishonour de vous et de Yostre 
royaulme, et avyntisment dez mesmez lez justicez> si en ne soit re^ 
medie purrcue. 
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the justices of all the king^s courts at Westminster^ as 
well as the king*8 seijeants and attorney (the prayer 
of which petition was agreed to), they were increased, 
and for the future rendered more permanent, chang-^ 
ing only with the value of money, 

Et tor oeo» per aoctorite de cest prcflcnt parliament d'ordeigner, 
que k gaideiBf ou Ic clerke de la hanaper del chauncellarie nostrc 
•eigneor le rof , pur le temps esteant, dez primiers denien prove* 
naunts du dit hanaper^ et queiuc de droit et loialment, aolonc la course 
de la ley dehent ^>perteigner, destre paiez en mesme le hanaper; et 
let collectoun et reopTours dez graundez et petitz custumez de rojr 
en let portet deLgndontBrutowe» et le ville de Kingeston super Hull, 
pur le temps esteantgy dez premiers deniers, issuez, et profitz several- 
iDcnt provenaimtz dez custumez suisditz, outre lez chargez et repri* 
aez ent a present dewez ; payent^ et ayent power, et soient tenuz dc 
paier en money nombrez, severalment» et per severallez parcellez, 
^me lour officez requergent» as chescun dez ditz justicez, sergeants 
et attorney, pur le tempz esteantz^ et sez executourz, sez ditz feez et 
jcgardez annuelment as festes de Pascq; et seint Michell per owelx 
pordons I et le dit rate de sez ditz feez et rcgardez a celle feste, dez 
Icstes suisditz qe a proschein ensvit le jour de sa mort, ou sa di^ 
phaige : et annuelment dez fcstez de Nowel et Pentecost, as chescun 
dez ditz justices, pur sa vesture, pellure, et linure, tauntz et tielxs 
iomnkes de monoy, come ount cste, ou serrount allowez al gardeyn 
de le graunde garderobe nostre seigneur le roy, en sez accomptez de 
son dit oflfice, pur la vesture, pellure, et linure de tiel justice, annueV> 
ment, per le greindre part de dix ans darren passez : et annuelment 
al fcste de Nowell, as chescuns des ditz sergeantz et attoume, tauntz 
et tielxs sommes de money come ount este, ou serrount allowes al dit 
gardeyn de le dit garderobe en sez ditz accomptez, pur le vesture dc 
tiel sergeant, ou attoume, annuelment, per le greindre partie des x, 
anz suisditz : et as oeptas de seinte Trinite proschein ensuant» as chesr 
cun dez ditz justicez, sergeantz, et attoume, sibien autiels sommes dc 
moneye, pur lez arrerages de sa dit vesture, pellure, et linure ore en* 
ciirruz, et a luy dewes, come touz lez arreragez de sez ditz fees et 
regacdez, auxi ore encumiz et a luy dewes, sibien lez arreragez dez 
lommes de money, per tailjcz levea, et rcsceitz del eacheker nostic 
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The king having accordingly issued out writs to 
ihe treasurer and chamberlains of his exchequer re* 
quiring to be certified what salaries liad been, paid to 
the justices of the king's bench^ common pleas^ jus- 

tdgnetir 1c roy a luy asdgnezt nient paiez toft apm mctmez kz tatl- 
kz» al resceit de dcdit escheker rcBtitutz, come autrez arraragez. 

£t que le dit ganlein ou le clerke dc la banaper, et Icz ditz coOcc- 
tovrz ct receivours dez ditz custumcz, nc null de eiiz» null allow- 
anoe* diacbargCy ne recite per paiement de moaitf, nc autrcmcnt en 
lour accomptz de lour ditz officez, joyntementy nc aeTeralincnty dc 
null parcell de lour resceitz, fonpriz allowance dez ditz chargcz ct 
lepriaez ne aient, devant dewe paiement per eux fattz ascheacun dez 
ditz jutticezy sergeantz, et attourncy de aez f(ecz» reganlez, ct rate 8uis> 
ditz ; et de Icz aommes dc money pur sa vesture^ pcUure^ ct linore. 
£t ti aacun allowance, discfaargCi ou respttc* loit hit a oontrari dc 
ccttc ordenaunccy que ceo soit voidc ct tcnuz per nul ; et que ks ditz 
justiccz, scrgeantZy ct attoume, ct aez cxecutoun» ct chcacua dc cuz 
quytement ayt et ayent lour ditz feez, regardez, et ratc» ct lez ditz 
sommes dc money, pur lour vesture, pcllure, ct Unure, pur le tempt 
.q'tb CBtoient en loura ditz officez ; et a tauntz ct ticlz briefs soubs k 
gnmd scale nostre seigneur k roy et scz hen^es, pur Tczploit ct execu- 
tion de lez premissez, come a eux serront beaoignabkz en ceste par- 
tie, ascun estatute, ou ordenaunce a contraric nient obstant : savunt 
toutz temps, que le chanceleur d'Engleterre, le clerke dc parkment 
du roy $ le dit clerk du dit hanaper ; lez clerks de crown du roy en 
«a cbauncellarie, et autrcs officers du nostre dit seigneur k roy en 
mesmc le chaunoellarie, en paiemantz de eux, ou ascun dc eux af- 
£iirez, dc lour feez a eux appuitenauntz, per cause de lour ditz of- 
ficez, ou autrement, a eux, ou ascun dc eux, per Icttrez patentz du 
roy grauntez, et dez issuez de mesmc k hanaper apaiers, ct autre, 
cxreeiantz estat de frank tenement en ascuns annuitces, a paiera dez 
issuez de dit hanaper, ou dez custumez suisditz ; ct autre persons ore 
cnheritez en ascuns annuitces, apaiers dez issues de dit hanaper, ou . 
dez custumez suisditz, et autre persons etantz ascuns assignementz 
faitz a eux devaunt le primier jour de Feverer proschein ensuant Ic 
comencement de cestc present paricment, dez paiementz a eux af* 
feirez dez issues du dit hanaper, ou dc les custumez suisditz, sofcnt 
en chescun maner preferrez : purveu toutz foitz, que nul dez ditm 
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tices of assize, seijeants at law, &c. ; as likewise what 
money had been paid them for their winter and sum- 
mer robes for the greater part of ten years then next 
preceding, and having received answers to the same, 
both the salaries and allowances of money for robes 
were increased. And in the first of the next reign 
we find John Markham, then chief justice of the 
king's bench, had a yearly pension of one hundred and 
seventy marks granted him, and payable by the clerk 
of thehanaper; as also I06s. ll^/. qu. and sixth 
part of an halfjpenny, for his Christmas robe ; and 
66s. 63. for his robe at Whitsuntide, ^21:1;/^ formam 
cujusdam actus in parlianiento^ an. 18 Hen. VI. 

In iHen. VII. sir William Huse, knight, consti«- 
tuted chief justice of the same court, had the yearly 
fee of one hundred and forty marks, and \o6s. \\d. 
farthing, and the sixth part of a halfpenny, granted 
him for his winter robe ; as also 66s. 6d. for his robe 
at Whitsuntide. 

In 37 Hen. VIII. there was a still farther increase 
of their fees^ viz. to the chief justice of the king's 

justices, scrgeantz, ou attourne soit paie des dit custumez en aacnn 
dez ditz portesy de aez ditz fecz, regardez, et rate ; ne pur sa dit ves- 
ture, pellure, et linure, tanq; le chauncelleir d'Angleterre, pur le 
temps esteanty soit apris per examination del clerk de hanaper ne suf« 
fisent a mesme le.paiement as teraes suisditz, affaire^ outre lez autret 
paiementz et chaigez suisditz. 

^ud qtiUUm petitionef in ^rliamento fntMctOf Uctd^ audita tf pknioj 
inteUectd ; eidem pttitionif de aviianunto ^ atjenju pr^dictiSf responded 
hatw iitb biij verbit : 

Le roy, del adyys et assent dea seigneurs S. et T. et lez commcns 
en ceste parlement esteauntz, ad graunte tout ceo q*est contenuz en 
keste petition. 
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benchy and his successors for the time being, <^ 30/. 
per annum ; and to every justice of the common pleas^ 
pnd their successors^ 20/. per annum. 



CHAP. V. 

OP TKIAL IN CASES CIVIL AND CRIMINAL^ VIZ. BY 
jrUBT, COMBAT, PIBK AND WATBR OBDBAL, AND 
WA6BB OP IiAW. 

Juries.'] — ^Trial by jury, called also trial per ^Is^ or 
by the country, the boast of English jurisprudence, is 
undoubtedly the most ancient form of decision known 
in the kingdom, and was in use among the earliest 
Saxon colonies who settled here, though some trace 
its origin to the Britons themselves. We find actual 
mention of it so early as the time of Etheldred, in a 
law passed at Wanting : '^ Let there (says he) be in 
each hundred a court ; and therein twelve of the 
chief men, together with the provost (bailiff of the 
hundred), sworn according to their evidoice, to con- 
demn the guilty, and to acquit the innocent.** And 
another law of the same period ordains six English 
and six Welch to be joined together for the determi*. 
nation of such controversies as happened in the 
marches of Wales. 

The nature of this principal criterion of truth in 
the laws of England being now so well understood as 
scarcely to need a description, we shall, as matter of 
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greater curiosity, rather direct the reader^s attention 
to those species of trials which were had recourse to in 
certain special and eccentrical cases, and which, from 
their present disuse, have become more subjects of 
antiquarian inquiry. These are the several methods of 
trial by ctmba^^fire and water ordeal^ and wager of law. 

Combat.'] — Trial by combat, or, as it is called, 
wager of battle, was first introduced into England, 
among other Norman customs, by William the Con- 
queror, in imitation of the practice of those northern 
nations whence it sprung, who entertained a strong 
belief, ^^ that a certain divine justice did attend those 
sharp encounters,^ as, says Selden, ^^ the northern 
inhabitants have especially of old time made use of 
this form of searching out hidden truth, — the Rus* 
sians, Hungarians, Abnains, Normans, English, and 
others.** ■ 

The decision of suits by this appeal to the God of 
Battles, is by some said to have been invented by the 
Burgundi, one of the northern or German clans that 
planted themselves in Gaul : and it is true that the 
first written injunction of judiciary combats that we 
meet with is in the laws of Gundibald, A.D. 501, 
whidi are preserved in the Burgundian code : yet it 
does not seem to have been merely a local custom of 
this or that particular tribe, but to have been the 
common usage of all* those warlike people from the 
earliest times, being mentioned by Quintilian and 
other Roman writers as customary with the Germans 
from their first acquaintance with them. It seems to 
have owed its original in this country to the military 
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fpirit of our ancestors^ joined to a superstitious frame 
of mind^^ — ^it being in the nature of an appeal to Pro- 
vidence^ under an apprehension and hope (however 
presumptuous and unwarrantable) that Heaven would 
give the victory to him who had the right. 

This mode of trial was only allowed in three cases^ 
one civil, one criminal^ and the third military. 

Civil combai was upon issue joined in a writ of 
right ; the last and most solemn dedsion of real 
property. This^ although the writ of right itself, and 
of course this trial thereof, be now disused, '^ yet as 
it is law at this day, it may be matter of curiosity at 
least, to inquire into the forms of this proceeding, as 
we may gather them from ancient authors.'* 
. ^^ Both parties (says Glanville) being present in 
courts and the demandant claiming the land in ques- 
tion, the tenant may require the view thereof: but as 
to this^ there is respite to be made, to the end it may 
be known, whether the defendant have not more land 
in that town than what is in question ; and if he have 
not, then he shall not be allowed any respite ; but if 
he have more, he shall ; and likewise have assigna- 
tion of another day : and when he shall be so departed 
out of the court, at three reasonable essoins the de- 
fendant may recover anew ; and the shireeve of the 
county wherein the land lieth shall have a writ di- 
rected to him to send freeholders of his county to 
view the land ; the tenour of which writ is as fol- 
loweth : 

" * Rex, vicecomiii N. sahitem, &c. The king to 
' the shireeve of N. sendeth greeting. We command 
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* you, that, without delay, you send free and lawful 

* men of the neighbourhood of D. to take view of one 
^ hide of land lying in that town, which A. B. claimeth 
' against C. D. and whereupon there is a suit depend- 

* ing betwixt them in our court ; and that you cause 

* four of those men to attend me, or my justices, upon 
^ day, to testify their view thereof. In wit- 

* ness, &c/ 

** Then, after three reasonable essoins concomi- 
tating the view of the said land, and both demandant 
and tenant appearing again in court, the demandant 
setteth forth his claim in this manner : ^ I do chai- 

* lenge against T. H. half a knight's fee, or two caru- 
' cates of land in that town, as my right and inherit- 
^ ance ; and \frhereof my father, or grahdfether, was 
^ seised in his demesne as of fee, in the time of king 

* Henry I. or after the first coronation of the king that 

* now is, and whereof he hath taken the profits, to the 
^ value of 10^. at the least, viz. in com sowed, and 

* ottier ccHnmodities ; and this I am ready to try by this 

* my freeman N. ; and if any misdiance shall bd&Il 
^ him, then by that other person who hath seen and 

* heard ithis.' Or thus, — * And this I am ready to try 

* by this my freeman S. unto whom his father on his 
^ death .bed enjoined, upon the duty wherein a son is 
^ obliged to a father, that if at any time he should 
^ hear of a suit for that land, he should adventure him- 
^ self by combat for it, as that which his father had seen 
^ and heard.* 

^' The claim and demand of the deqnandant being 
thus made, it shall be in the choice of the tenant. 
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either to put himself upon trial for the saine tiy ^mr^ 
haty or to put himself upon the great auize of our 
lord the king, and to require a reoogniticMi which oi^ 
them hath most right in that land. 

^' And if he will defend it hy conihaiy he is theif 
obliged to defend the right of the demandant finont 
word to word as he sheweth it agunst him^ either by 
himself or some other fitting person : but note, that 
after the ctnnbaie shall be thereupon waged, it be- 
hoveth him who holdeth the land to defend it by 
eombatey and thenceforth not to put himself into the 
great assize: and after the combat waged^ he may 
again reasonably essoin himself thrice as for his own 
person, and thrice for the person of his champion^ 
All which essoins being made, as they ri^tly ought 
to be^ it is necessary that, before the combat be be-^ 
gun^ the plaintiff do appear in court, and have his 
champion there in readiness to fight ; nOr may he 
bring any other champion than one of those upon 
whom he did put the trial of his cause ; ndther may 
he change another for him after the first waging of 
the battle* 

^^ But if he who did wage the battle ahall die 
during that time that the controversy dependeth, if 
by natural death, and that declared by the neighbour'- 
hood, as it always ought to be, in case ^ere be doubt 
thereof, the demandant may have recourse to one of 
those upcm whom he first put the trial ; or on some 
other fit person, though he named no other, so that 
there be alway a fit witness; and so the plea shall 
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begin anew ; but if he shall die by his own &ult^ the 
lord shall then lose his suit. 

^^ Also see whether the champion of .the d^nandant 
may substitute another in the court to make the 
dispute which he undertook in his stead ; for, accord- 
ing to right, and the ancient custom of the kingdom^ 
he may not make use pf any but his legitimate son. 

^^ And note, that the champion of the demandant 
ought to be such a one, who may thereupon be a fit 
witness ; nor may the demandant prosecute his appeal 
in his own person, because that may not be, except 
by a fitting ear and eye witness : but the tenant may 
defend himself, either in his own person, if he so 
please, or another fit man, if he shall so choose to do. 
Howbeit, if he shall produce his champion, and he 
(the said champion) do die in the interim, it is a 
question in law, whether the tenant may defend him- 
self by another, or lose his suit, or his seisin only ; 
therefore here we are to distinguish as before. 

^^ Note also, that the champion defendant cannot 
in court produce in his place any other to undertake 
the combat than his own legitimate son. 

^^ But it often happeneth, that a champion hired 
for reward is produced in court to undergo the trial ; 
and if the adverse party shall except against his per- 
son, alleging him to be less fit, by reason that he 
hath been so hired, and be ready to prove the same 
against him, in case he deny it, by himself or by some 
person who saw the reward taken ; upon this they 
shall be heard, and the principal duel shall remain. 

'^ And if he shall be thereupon convict, and the 
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champion of the demandant vanquished in the cofn-^ 
bat, then shall his lord lose his suit, and the said 
champion, as a vanquished person, shall have no bene- 
fit of the law of the land ; that is to say, that thence- 
forth he shall never be admitted in court as a witness 
upon trial for any by combat ; but for himself, he may, 
either in his own person, or prosecuting other wrong 
done to himself, as a breach of the king*s peace : he 
may also defend his own right against another by 
combat for his fee and inheritance ; and the combat 
finished, the vanquished person shall undergo the 
penalty of 6o^. in the name of a coward, and more- 
ovefr lose the benefit of the law of the land. 

*' And if the defender (L e, the champion) shall 
happen to be vanquished, his lord shall lose the land 
by him claimed, with the profits and commodities 
thereof, at the time of the seisin found in that fee, 
and shall never after be heard in court again for the 
same : but whatsoever things shall be determined by 
combat in the court of our lord the king, are to 
remain firm for ever ; and thereupon there shall be a 
precept directed to the shireeve, that the victor shall 
have the land which was in dispute, and to give him 
seisin thereof by this writ : 

" * The king to the shireeve of N. sends greeting. 
^ We command you, that without delay you give pos- 
' session unto A. B. of one hide of land lying in the 
' town of R, ; concerning which there hath been a suit 
^ betwixt him and G, H. in our court, because the said 

* hide of land is adjudged unto him in our court by 

* the determination of combat. Witness, &c/ 
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^* This, if the demandant shall prevail in the com- 

» 

bat ; but if he be overthrown by the vanquishing of 
fais champion, then the tenant shall be acquitted 
from his claim without recovery by the demandant.** 

Thus far Glanville. Selden % however, observes, 
that he was not able to find an instance of such par- 
ticular combats in civil causes before the time of 
Richard I. which was for a knight*s fee in Corseton 
in Wiltshire, demanded by one Emme de P. from 
Will. Basset, where the record * says, Enmia de Peri 
petit verms Williebmim Basset , feodum unius mliiis in 
Corstofi, & feodum unius militis in Acleid^ qua ei de^' 
Sfendere deient ex parte Luvet de Bray, avi sui, tempore 
regis, &Ck Et post eum Fulto filius Luvet pater suus 
earn haknt. fVillielmus Basset dicit, quod dictus Hen^ 
ricus avus, &c. dedit avo sua Osmimdo Basset, dicta 
feoda : & post ilium Johannes de Basset ilia tenuit, &c. 

Emma offert probare per corpus Radulfi, &c. Willi* 
tlnms dicit, quod sunt de uno stipite, & ideo non debet 
inde probari per corpus, &c. 

The ceremonies usually observed were as follows : 
^^ A piece of ground is in due time set out of sixty 
feet square, enclosed with lists; and' on one side a 
court erected for the judges of the court of com- 
mon pleas, who attend there in their scarlet robes : 
and also a bar is prepared for the learned Serjeants at 
law. When the court sits, which ought to be by sun- 
rising, proclamation is made for the parties and their 

* Duello, impr.Lond. z6xo. Mich. 6 R. z. rot. 3. » 

* Esion. de an. zo. regis Ric. primi, rot. 3. Wiltes. 

I2 
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champions, who are introduced by twjo knights, and 
' are in a coat of armour, with red sandals, bare-legged 
from the knee downwards, bare-headed, and with 
bare arms to the elbows. The weapons allowed them 
are only batons y or staves of an ell long, and a four- 
cornered leather target, so that death very seldom en- 
sued this civil combat. In the court military indeed 
they fought with swords and lance, according to Spel- 
man and Rushworth ; as likewise in France only vil- 
kins fought with the buckler and baSon^ and gentle- 
men armed at all points. And upon this and other 
circumstances, the president Montesquieu ^ Iiath with 
great ingenuity not only deduced the impious custom 
of private duels upon imaginary points of honour, 
but hath also traced the heroic madness of knight 
errantry from the same original of judicial combats. 
But to proceed : 

*' When the champions, thus armed with batons, 
arrive within the lists or place of combat, the cham- 
pion of the tenant then takes his adversary by the 
hand, and makes oath, that the tenements in dispute 
are not the right of the demandant; and the champion 
of the demandant then taking the other by the hand 
swears in the same manner that they are ; so that each 
champion is or ought to be thoroughly persuaded of 
the truth of the cause he fights for. Next an oath 
against sorcery and enchantment is to be takerL by 
both the champions in this or a similar form : * Hear 
^ this, ye justices, that I have this day neither eat, 
^ drank, nor have upon me neither bone^ stone^ ne 

' Sp. L. b. 18. c. »o. 11. 
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* grass^ nor any enchantment, sorcery, or witchcraft, 

* whereby the law of God may be abased^ or the law of 
' the devil exalted. So help me God and his saints/ 

" The battle is thus begun, and the combatants 
are bound to fight till the stars appear in the evening ; 
and if the champion of the tenant can defend himself 
till the stars appear, the tenant shall prevail in his 
cause ; for it is sufficient for him to maintain his 
ground, and make it a drawn battle, he being already 
in possession ; but if victory declares itself for either 
party, for him is judgment finally given* This vic- 
tory may arise from the death of either of the cham- 
pions, which, indeed, hath rarely happened, the whole 
ceremony, to say the truth, bearing a near resemblance 
to certain rural athletic diversions, which are proba- 
bly derived from this original ; or victory is obtained, 
if either champion proves recreant ; that is, yields, and 
pronounces the horrible word of craven^ a word of 
disgrace and obloquy rather than of any determinate 
meaning : but a horrible word it indeed is to the 
vanquished champion, since, as a punishment to him 
for forfeiting the land of his principal by pronoun- 
cing that shameful word, he is condemned as a recre- 
ant ami t ere liber am legem ; that is, to become in- 
famous,, and not be accounted Uher et legalis homo, 
being supposed by the event to be proved forsworn, 
and therefore never to be put upon a jury, or admitted 
as a witness in any cause." 

This is the form of a trial by battle, a trial which 
the tenant or defendant in a writ of right has it in his 
election at this day to demand, and which was the 

I3 
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only decision of such writ of right after the conquest^ 
till Henry II. by consent of parliament^ introduced 
the grand assize^-r-a peculiar species of trial by jury 
in concurrence therewith^ giving the tenant his choice 
of either the one or the other : which example of 
discountenandngthese judicial combats was imitated 
about a century afterwards in France by an edict of 
Louis the Pious^ A. D« 1 260, and soon after by the 
rest of Europe. The establishment of this alterna- 
tive, Glanville, chief justice to Henry II., and proba- 
bly his adviser herein, considers as a mqst noble im- 
provement, as in fact it was, of the law. 

The last trial by battle that was waged in the court 
of common pleas at Westminster (though there was 
afterwards * one in the court of chivalry in 1 63 1 , and 
another in the county palatine of Durham ^ in l638) 
was in the thirteenth year of queen Elizabeth, A. D. 
1571, as reported by sir James Dyer% and was held 
in Tothill-fields, Westminster, " non sine magna juris^ 
consuUorum perturl?ationey^ saith sir Henry Spelman^^ 
who was himself a witness of the ceremony ^. 

* Rush. Coll. voL u. p. ii. fol. xx». 

* Cro. Car. 51a. 

* Dyer, 301. 

* GI088. X03. 

* The formalities in arming tiie combatants and other pafticiilac 
circumstances preparatory to this kind of trial are very minutely de- 
scribed in an ancient MS. now preserved in the library of Lincoln's 
Jnn, written in Norman French : it concerns a question which oc» 
curred in the third of Edward HI. betwixt Thomas Fitz-Hugh de 
Staunton and the prior of Lenton, for the advowson of the church o^ 
Harlaston in Northamptonshire. 
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Comhai in criminal Cases.'] — Judicial combat in 
criminal cases is allowed, says Selden, ^* for the trial 
x>f a particular objected misdeed, cognizable by the 
ordinary course (^ common law ; and of these the jus- 
Thomas le Fitz-Hugh de Staunton porta unc breif de droit d'avow- 
8on de une cgUse, vert le priour de Lentone ; et counta, que a tort ly, 
deforce la Towesoun del egliae de Herletton, ove lea apurtenaunces ; 
ft pur ceo atort que cett son droit et son heritage^ et dont son aun- 
cestor William per nom, fut seisie^ come de fee et de droit, en temps 
)e roj Henri, besaiel nostre seigneur le roy q'ore est, que a mesme Ic 
temps piesenta un soif derke, William de Orendon per noum, que a 
son presentje^ient fut resceu et institut de evesq; en temps de pees, 
en temps demesmc le roy: le quel clerk lez espleez prist, come en 
grosses dismes, et men! dUmes, pblacions, obvencions, et altre manerc 
issue de eglise mountaunt a /demy ma^, jCt plus, com du droit del 
^lise avauntdite. De William descenda le droit a Will, son futz et 
heir : de William, pur ceo q'il morust sanz heir, &c. descenda le 
droit, &c. a Richard come a frere et heir : de Richard a Clement, 
come a futz et heir : de Clement descenda la droit a Thomas, come a 
fiitz et heir, que ore demande; et que ti«l soit son droit il condy suite 
et d'reignc bone. 

Godele pur le priour defend tort et force, &c. et demanda ay du 
breif, et defendant de^rchief, ^c. et issit d'enparler, et ^eyynt et defend 
tort et forces &c. et rehercea tut le counte ; pi sjxc ceo defend tort et 
force, et le droit Thomas tut atrenche, et la seisine iyil%n9 spn aun- 
ecster, de qui seisineil ad countee tut, outre come de fee et de droyt; 
nomement del avoweson del eglise de Herleston, qui de ceo fut seisie 
come de fee et de droyt, a ceo q'l ad dit, et prist est a defendre per le 
corps une son frank home William le futz John per noum, que cy est 
prist a defendre per son corps, ou per quant que cest court agarde, 
que defendre le deyne } et si mes avegne a mesme cely William, que 
pieu deiende, prist est a defendre per altre, qui dojrt et put. 

£t le serjaunt que dit les paroles, prist le bras de champioun en sa 
ipayn, quant il engaga la b^tail : ft le champion fut vcstu, de sa cote 
desoynte, et deschevele, ft deschauncee des soulprs, et ses mannches 
reverses, issint que ces bras furent nudz ; et tynt sa mayne destre leve« 
et en ceo un gaunt plie, et en chescuo dey del gai^nt un denier, 
^t sur ceo Thomas pria conge d'enparler, ct issint et revynt, et dit 

I 4 
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tices of the king's bench have the disposition : it is 
likewise permitted for the purgation of an offence 
against military honour ^ which the high court of chi- 

valry is to marshal by the law of arms/* 

• 

per Shardy ** Sire ! touz avez bien entendtty comeat Themas k futz 
Hugh de Staunton demande yen \t priour dc Lenton la voweson del 
eglise de Herleston ; et counte, que cest son droyt et son heritage ;" 
Teherceant le counte, de parole en parole, tanq; a le fyn, et ad tendu 
tute et d'reygne. 

A qui le priour ad defendu le droit Thomas tut attrenche, et la 8ei« 
ftine William son auncester ; de qui seisine il ad counte tut outre 
come de fee et de droit, reherceant tuttes les paroles en la manere 
come le priour engaga la batail ; et puis dit : ** Sire ! vouz ayez cy 
Thomas le futz Hugh de Staunton ; qui tous dit, que atort defend il 
son droit tut attrenche, et la seisine William son auncester ; de qui 
seisine il count tut, outre, come de fiee et de droyt ; nomement de la 
▼oweson del eglise de Herleston ; 8c pur ceo a tort que cest son droyt 
& son heritage ; & per la resonque William son auncestor, per noum 
de eel avoweson fut seisi, &c." reherceant tut let counte, sanz nule 
parole entrelesser, tantq; cell clause, ** et que tiel soyt son droit, Sec** 
Et dit, et tiel soit son droyt cest il prist a derener per le corps un son 
frank home, William le Fitz-Thomas per nom, qui cy est, qui prist 
est a d'reygner le per son corps, ou per quant que cestc court agarde; 
qui d'reigner le deyne ; et si mes avegne a mesme cely Witliam le fiitz 
Thomas, que Dieu defend, prist est a d^reigner per un autre, que 
deyne et puisse, et entedaunt le d'reigner, le serjcaunt tynte le cham- 
pion le demandant per le bras ; & mesme cesty champyon estut en 
mesme le manere a la barre, com fit I'autre devaunt* Puis fiit com- 
maunde per les justices que ambedeus les champiouns Tenissent outre 
la barre tauntq; en bank, et il se firent ; et commande fiit, que Tun 
estut al un boute de la table, et I'autre a I'autre boute. 

Les justices regarderent lour pes, s'il fiirent deschaunces des sou- 
lers, et sic fuerunt. 

Scrope demanda de les parties, s'il savoynt rien dire, que ascun de 
eux avoy t rien mespris en termes de ley ; ou s'il savoyent eien dire a 
les persones des championes ; et il dysoyent, que non. Pur quoi 
Scrope dit al champioun le tenant, q'il reodist sus son gaunt a luy ; 
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The modes of trial in these two cases materially 
diflfered ; — the military form was as follows : 

A cartel or challenge containing the accusation is 
exhibited to the judges of the court-marshal^ or court 

le champion se' genula donanty et fist. £t puis dit al diampioun le 
demandant en mesme la manere^ ct il fist. 

£t puis Sctx>pe saca hors du gaunt k^champioun le tenant v^. et les 
remyst en mesoie le gaunt s et en mesme la manere fit al gaunt le 
champioun le demandant, et puis dona al champioun le demandant 
ton gaunt ; et puis al champioun le tenant, en mesme la manere. 
* £t puis demanda des champiouns, s'il fuissent de perfounnir la 
hataill solon ceo, que les parties avoyent tonduz; et yl desoyent que 
ayl ; pur quoi commanda al champioun le tenaunt de profrer son 
gaunt al champion le demandant ; et uc fecit. Es se champioun le 
demandant le restut. £t puis commanda al champioun le demandant 
en mesme le manere ; et il le fist. £t puis il commanda a I'un et 
I'autre, q'il rendissens sus les gauntz a ly ; et sic fecerunt. 

Et puis Scroperebailla a chescun des champiouns son gaunt deyne. 

£t plus Scrope demanda des parties, s'il savoyentrien dire, pur qucd 
le court ne dut agard la battail. II dysoyent que noun. Pur quoy 
Scrope dit a les parties, q'il dussent trover pleges de perfounnir la 
bataiU ; et jicfeeerunt^ chescun deux pleges. 

Scrope. ** Nous avouns eiitendu, coment vouz avez gage la bataiQ 
d'une parte et d'autre ; pur quoi depuis que vouz ne savez rien dire 
pur quoi le bataill ne doyt estre agard, si agarde cest court que la 
hataill se face ; et vous donons jour le lundy en la secunde semaigne 
de Karresme, d'aver cy a mesme le jour, vos champiouns correes de 
bataill, prist a perfounnir la bataill som ceo que vous I'aves tendu \ "^ 
et puis commaunda as champiouns, que nul aprochast a altre en le 
meen temps de nule part. 

£t puis dit as parties, que chescun d'eux deveroyt garder son chanu 
pioun, issint que nul aprochat as autre, sur peril que appent. Et puis 
dit al tenant, q'il prist son champioun, et q'il le amenast a une eglise | 
et al demandant, q'il prist son champioun, et le menast a une autre 
eglise, et offrer a les eglises I'un et I'autre les v=*. que fiirent en lour 
gauntz, en le boneur des v. playes Dieu ; que Dieu dorreyt la victorie 
a cely que droit en ad. 

Puis Scrope dit a les parties, q'il vcnissent a lour jotir, ove louf 
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of chivalry and honour (if (he appellant chooses a mar^ 
tial trial), the demand being comprehended in the 
conclusion, '^ That he is ready to maintain the same 
by his body/* The truth of the challenge and free-r 

^faampiouDs, et enx ferront unc Mremeot a la barre» et un sdtre en k 
diainp. 

£t en ie samady prochein devant le lundy a?antdit, Sqnope fist lea 
parties menir lo^r champioiins en line qhambre priveoicnty cbesciui 
per eux mesmes de veer lour apparalle. £t tonope a la en la chauni« 
bre^ et fist le priour venir devant ly, ove son champioun, de veere le 
ypparaille de champioun ; et en le reganlant le quyr, et il le trova dou- 
ble ove une altre quyr ; pur qupy Scrope compiaiinda del ouster ; et 
puis mesura la longure del bastpney et fiirpnt troyes de la longure de 
V. quarters d'une aune ; et ceo fut ajuge de bo^e assise* £t puis 
Fescu fut trove de longqre d'une aqne, et la If our quarters d'uu 
aune ; et fut ajuge assie de ceiteyney putre quel assise borne ne deyt 
passer ; mes il dona conge de user les de meyndre assisci solon la vo« 
lunte de cbampioun. £t puis il conunanda d'aver son champion 
prist al jour assigne ; ^ en mesme le manure fist al demandant. 

Al quel jour le tenant vynt, et dit per ShjurshuH, ** Sires ! tou^ 
ave cy le priour de Lentone, ove son serjaunt^ \yilliam le f^tz John 
par nom, qui cy est correye, de bataill prist a£Fere et petfoumur» per 
|a grace de Dieu^ ceo que la court nostre seignieur le roy ad agarde et 
agardera. £t ceo profre vers Thomas le futz Hugh de ^tauntoni et 
prie q'il soyt eyde et fut demande qui vint," £t dit par Shard. 
** Sire ! tous aves cy Thomas le futz Hugh de Staunton^ ove son 
yerjaunt William le futz Thomas p^ nprn^ que cy est corree^ de bat- 
taill prist 4 faire et perfourmir> ceo» que la court nostre seignieur le 
Ipy ad agarde ft agardera et c^ o profr^ vers le priour, &c." 

Puis Scrope fist le champioun le tenant estere vers le north, et le 
cbampioun le demandant vers le south ; et commanda le champioun 
k priour q'il prist le champion Thomas per la mayn destre, ove sa 
ipayn senestre, et q'il tensist swefe, sanz de strendre ou giever l^y \ 
et qu'il meyst sa mayn destre al livre ; et q'il deyt chescun parole 
tolonc ceo q'il serroyt chaige, sanz dire plus ou meyns } et fut charge 
en cest manere : 

** Ceo oyez vous homci que ieo per la mayn tiegne, guft noum de 
baptesme vpuz fiitez appele William, que Thomas d? gtavinton n'ad 
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dom of the appellant from all purpose of malicious 
wrongs 18 by his oath confirmed ; the combat^ upon 
due consideration of circumstances, granted^ and 
notice by officers of arms sent to the accused. If 

i^ol droyt en Pa voweion de Tcgliae de Hcilestoii} ice. £t que W3* 
liam son auncester^ de qui aeiune il ad counte» unques de eel avowe* 
ton fiit scisiy &c. £t dedit tut le count enterement ; mes que ceo fut 
le droyt le priour, et ceo jura, a Dieu I7 eyde et set seyntz." 

Apret oeo fi|t dit a le champioun la demandant ; q'il prirt le cham^ 
pioun le priour per la mayn, en la fburme q'il ly avoyt prU ; et q'll 
meyflt sa mayn devre al livre, et fut charge en cette manere : 

*< Ceo oyes touz home, quco ieo per la mayn tiegne, que per nom 
de baptesme touz feistet appeller William, que touz ettcs perjureit 
ct pur ceo peijurie, que I'ayowesont &c. est le droyt Thomas le Fitz^r 
Hugh de Suunton ^ et per le reson que son auncester William; a 
recapittda tut le counU, et eeojura^ si Dieu ly eyde et ses seynts." 

Et nota, que quant les chamiNonns vindrent a la barre, leur escuc 
furont partez ovesq; eux, et tenuz cntre lour testes, tant come H 
esturent a la bane, et ove Tune et I'autre furent partez deus bastons, 
ct livere ala court; et la justices elust de ii lun, et le b^illa al duun* 
pioun le tenaunt, et auzi al champion le demandant. 

£t nota* que cest a la volunte des champiouns d'aver lourescpz 
greyndres ou meyndres a lour peril demene, issynt q'il ne passerun^ 
poynt Tassie limite. 

Puis Scrope demapda del priour, q'il Toloyt qui portast I'escu son 
champion en la place, ^c £t le priour respoundy, que mesme cely 
qui le tynt. 

Puis demanda q'il yoloyt que porUst sop baston, £t le priour re? 
sponde et noma Richard de Maunderill chivalicr, que I'enprist, et a ly 
lilt le baston livere. £t puis demanda en qui garde il Toleyt que son 
ichampioun sent, tanq; il vousist a la place ; et le priour respondy^ et 
noma un chivalier qui Ten prist, et a luy fut le champioun livere en 
mesme la forme del demandant ; et en mesme la fourme fut fet. 

£t puis Scrope commanda a les champiouns, que quant il fiutttt a 
labataill, que mes que Tun abbatu I'autre, et il luy purreyt tuer d'un 
coup ; et I'un partie vousist parler de pees, que mes que le baston 
fust leve et luy fut conunaunde per la court, q'il se tenrist, q'il ne 
fcrist popt, et ceo sur forfeiture de vie et de membre, tanq; eust 
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upon the process he is returned " not found y*^ then 
the challenge is published by an herald. Hereof at 
his peril he takes notice ; and upon default, after six 
months, which is the time of instance for the appel- 
lant's proceeding, is adjudged guilty ; but if upon re- 
ceipt of the cartel of challenge he should not appear, 
the judge may brand him for his contempt as a dis- 
honourable person ; from which (but only by under- 
going a new challenge as actor) he can never be 
cleansed ; or may, under pain of taking it for a con- 
fession, denounce a new time of defence ; or further, 
upon loss of his coat-armour compel him. 

If he does not appear and make his defence till the 
day of battle (his adversary being there present till 
aunset, and proclamation of demand made at noon 
and night, which is peremptory and final), without 

conge de court : sur quoy fut commande a Icb chivaliers, que avoyent 
les corps des champions en garde ; q'il les amenassent salvement en la 
place ; et quant il vyendrent a la place, les parties accorderent, et 
vyndrent devant les justices, et pricrent conge d*acorder ; et le priour 
dona deners au roy, et habuit. 

Hillarye. Treyt la pees en ceste forme ; que Thomas le Futz- 
Hugh de Staunton conust Tavoweson I'eglise de Herleston estre le 
droyt le priour, et le droyt de sa eglise de nostre dame de Lenton ; et 
c^ relessa et quit clama, quites de ly, et de ses heires, al priour et a 
ies successors a touz jours, sanz garrantie. 

Scrope. " Thomas ! vouz avez moult ey travaille la court nostre 
seignieur le roy, pur quoy le court veut avoir son droyt ; cestasavoir, 
4ue les champiouns facent lour avenues, ove lour escues et bastons, 
sans crok, en entreferrent les coups le roy, et puis q'il entre luc- 
ent:'' £t le champion le tenant fut mys vers le north, et le cham- 
pion le demandant vers le south, et fyrenc des avenues ove bastons et 
ove escues ; et les fut dit per la court q'assez; et douques entre lute- 
tent per deuz toumes, et sen departirent, et le court se leva, et les 
champiouns avoyent bastons de livere de court. 
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assigning just cause, it is sufficient conviction, and 
his honour, without hope of restitution, is attainted ; 
after which, says Alciat, ** some appellants carry the 
pictures of such dastards about them with exprobra- 
tion, or their coat-armour reversed, or ignominiously 
fastened under their horses tail, or with such-like 
disgrace." 

. If he stands on his defence at the appointed time 
and place (which by an old constitution of Frederick 
are at the defendant's election, but rather, indeed, at 
the court's appointment), to be prefixed within forty 
days, both parties ought to appear in the field within 
the lists, which are quadrangular, with gates at each 
end, chosen in some spacious plain, adjoining to 
which is pitched "a seemly pavilion (says Feme) of 
gules as a judgment-seat of the constable and marshal ; 
at their feet a competent number of experienced 
knights, with a king of arms, and a doctor or two of 
the civil laws, all for assistance in advice to the court/' 
The appellant and his procurator first come to 
the gate on the right end of the lists, banded with 
his esquires clothed in his colours, and arrayed with 
bis arms, waiting on him. The constable and mar* 
shal demand by voice of herald ** what he is, and 
why he comes so arrayed ? " Upon his answer and 
discovery of his face, by removing the vizor of his 
head-piece, he is admitted, and by a knight, with an 
herald of the province conducted into the lists, and 
placed before the judgment-seat on the right hand. 
The defendant is brought and placed with the same 
solemnity, with his &ce opposite to his adversary, on 
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the left ; que le cause est pour ce que le dextre pariii 
est pluis digne et le smstre meins digne. Search is mad^ 
by the knights respecting the equality of their wea^ 
ponSj which are also at the defendant's election, so 
that he confine bis choice within ancient, usual, and 
inilitary custom ; and also, whether they are possessed 
of any enchantments or magical assistance. 

Upon the sound of a trumpet the aj^llant and 
defendant are severally called, who in person present 
the register to the procurators, after recital of the 
process, Vcus parains saciez rien dire en empeachmeni 
del combaief The procurators affirming that they 
admit all, it is demanded of the appellant if he per- 
sist in his fifst purpose, and likewise of the defendant. 
Both affirming, the appellant kneeling lays his right 
hand on the Evangelists, and with his left takes the 
defendant by the right. 

Then the register interrogates each : — " J. R. ap- 
pellant, what sayst thou to S. T. defendant ?" Here- 
upon the appellant repeats his challenge, vouch- 
ing the truth of the charge with an oath, which 
the defendant with the like solemnity denies. 
** Hear you this, my lords, all true knights and gen- 
tlemen, bearers of arms, and thou S, T. defendant,** 
&c. ; concluding, " and that my quarrel (or defence) 
ia true : neither have I done any thing whereby the 
law of God and of knighthood might be depressed^ 
and the law of Satan enhanced ; so help me Grod.** 

This finished, the parties are set apart, and pre- 
pare themselves for battle, an herald pronouncing, 
Soit la hattaille grantus ef viciorie a eux que droit y with 
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proclamation, " that none be so hardy as by motion, 
speech, or crying out, to discomfit the combatants^ 
or disturb the combat.*' Then immediately an officer 
at arms proclaims, Jpprover gardes vosire challenge 
tt vous defendour gardes nosire deffence* On sound- 
ing the alarm, the battle begins. 

Hie time, or instance (as the Justinianists call it) of 
the combat is an artificial day from sunrising (when 
the lists are to be entered) until sunset, or, as we have 
before observed, until the stars appear ; and if the 
appellant overcome not the defendant within that 
time, he is deemed guiltless of the imputation. 

He to whom either upon default (which prejudices 
the approver also), or performed combat, the victory 
is adjudged, shall, afler request of his procurator to 
the constable and marshal, be publicly declared victor. 
But it is not sufficient that a superiority is attained in 
arms merely ; for either death, or disdict, as it is called, 
"Which, is yielding, or confession of the defendant's 
guilt, must be the final issue before the victory can 
be allowed as complete: '^ Then shall the victor, with 
an honourable attendance of knights and men of arms 
mounted, enter the field, and thrice march round the 
lists ; and shall take with him the whole process of 
the cartel, defence, issue, and judgment, sealed with 
the court-seal, in perpetual testimony of his perform- 
ance and maintained honour.'* 

Thus far the learned antiquary Selden. The fol- 
lowing is taken from a MS. book, formerly belong- 
ing to sir Edward Windham, knight ' : 

* Manhal of the camp to kjng Heiuy Tin. 
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'^ First a bill of challenge is^ together with agaunt<* 
Ict^ delivered unto the court by the appellant. 

^^ The defendant denieth the point of the bill^ and 
accepteth the gauntlet. 

** Then if the appellant have no witnesses to prove 
the matter of his appeal, the marshal prefixeth a day 
within forty for deraigning the combat, taking pledges 
on both parties to appear at the day, and to do battle 
between sunrising and sunset. 

" The pUice appointed for the combat is a hard and 
even ground, railed within certain lists sixty feet ii^ 
length and forty feet in breadth ; and without the lists 
are certain counter-lists, within which the marshal*s 
men come, as well to attend any extraordinary acci-* 
dent within the lists, as to keep off the press of the 
people without. 

** Their wea{K)ns are appointed, a glaive, a long 
sword, a short sword, and a dagger. At the day the 
appellant doth appear and come to the cast gate of the 
lists, where he is admitted to enter by the marshal 
himself, together with his arms, weapons, victual, 
and also his council with him ; and then is brought 
to a certain place within the lists, where he attends 
the coming of the defendant. 

" The defendant, if he appear not, is called by 
three proclamations, made by the marshal of the 
king of heralds of that province wherein the battle is 
deraigned. 

" The marshal's clerk doth enter into his register 
their coming, the time of their coming, and the 
manner, whether on horseback or on foot; the 
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fiishion of their arms and their weapons ; the colour 
of their horses, and the like. 

^^ The marshal doth measure their weapons ; and 
then the marshal hath a clerk ready^ who brings forth 
a crucifix and a mass-book, whereupon both the ap- 
pellant and defendant do take their oaths. 

^^ The bill of challenge of the appellant^ and the 
answer of the defendant, is read unto them by the 
marshal's c}erk ; and then they take their oaths ; 

^^ J . That their appeal and defence is true. 

^^ 2. Thatneitherhath advantageofotherby weapon. 

*^ 3. That either would do his best endeavour to 
vanquish his enemy. 

^^ Then proclamation is made at every comer of 
the lists, for the clearing and voidance of the lists. 

^^ Ttien the combatants being ready, the constable 
and marshal, sitting at the king^s feet, pronounce 
Uiese words with a high voice : Lessee les aller, lesses 
ks alter i lesses les oiler etfaire lent devoir. 

" In the fight^ if either of the parties do give any 
sign of yielding ; or if the king, being present, do cry 
^ Haey the constable and the marshal do part them, and 
observe precisely who hath advantage or disadvantage 
either of other at that instant ; for if they should be 
awarded to fight agaii\^ they are to be put in the same 
posture as th^ were before. 

^^ If the king take up the matter, they are brought 
honourably out of the lists, neither having precedency 
before the other. 

" If the battle be performed, and one party be van- 
quished^ then in case of treason the rails of the lists 
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are broken down^ and the party vanquished is drawn 
out at a horse-tail^ and carried presaitly to executian 
by the marshal. 

'' Clergymen ' were excused from the trial by bat- 
tle ; and therefore 4 1 £dw. IIL tit. Coron. 99. an 
qipdlant when he came into the fidkl avcHded fighting, 
by ))raying his clergy^ as well as the following dtizsens 
of London^ by the charter of the city : sexagmaru, 
men of threesccu'e ; ccecus, blinid by acddent after 
issue joined. 

'^ And this difference was td be observed between 
an appdllant and an improver in an appeal, viz. If the 
appellant vanquish, he shall be quit ; but if an ap- 
prover vanquish, he may notwithstanding be ex- 
ecuted. An. 17 Edw. II. T. Hill. Rot. 24. GIouc. 
Rex. where the approver, though he vanquished, 
was hanged. 

^' If an approver appeal twenty, he must fight 
with them all, one after another ; but if divers ap- 
provers appeal one, if he vanquish one, he is quit 
agunst all the rest. 

^^ The appellant and the defendant, both of them, 
before the day of battle, sue to the king by petition, 
for as many privy-seals as may be needful for the pro* 
viding of armour, weapons, armourer, proctor, and 
certain persons as their counsel, at the king's charge, 
which is granted accordingly/* 

* Vide Plac. coram reg. apud Ebor. T. Pasch. 1% £• 3. rot. xx8. 
where two avoided combat by feigning they were clerid ; but not- 
withstanding they were committed to the marshal. 
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** The Mcmer of Ordenaunce witkhme Xm^**.]—- 
First the quarels and billes of the appelaunt and de- 
fendaunt shull be pleded in the court before constable 
and maresdiall^ and whan they may not make prefe 
by witness^ nor by none othir maner^ but determine 
their quarek by strength ; that one to prove his en- 
tent upon that othir; and that othir in the same wise 
to defende him^ the constable hath power to joyn the 
bataill^ as viker general under God and the king : and 
the bataill joyned by the constable^ he shall assigne 
th^m day and [daoe^ so that the day benat within xl. 
dayes after the seid bataill so joyned, but onely by 
assent of the seid appelaunt and defendaunt^ award* 
yng them than, howe many maner wepenes euerych 
of theym shall have ; that is to wite gleyve, long 
swerd, short swerd, and dagger. Also that th*ap- 
pelaunt and defendaunt fynd sufficient plegges, that 
eveiych of theym shall come to his journey, the ap- 
pelaunt to make his profe upon the defendaunt, and 
the def^idaunt in his defence on the appelaunt, and 
there to be there youyn hour and terme and sonne to 
make his profe, and to be at the &rrest within the lists 
to acquite his plegge, and in like wise of the defen- 
daunt ; and that none of hem doe none harme, 
damage, awayte assault, ne none othir damage, nor 
envye by theym, nor by none of their frendes, well- 
willers^ nor none othir person. 

^^ The making of the Xw^^.]— The kyuge shall 
fynde the feld to fyght on ; and the lysts shall be 

* Ex Tctusto codicc MS. in bibl. Seldenia&S. 

k2 
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made at the mareschalls devise. And it is to be oon^ 
sidred bitwene the constable and mareschall, that the 
lists be Ix. pace of length, and xl. pace of widness^ 
aod that the ground be hard, stable, and sted&st, and 
evynly made, and \nthout grete stones; and the 
ground plat, and that the gates of the lysts be shette 
with gode barrers, and wele kept with sergeants of 
armes ; and that the lists be wele and strongely barred 
all about : and that they sufire not the folk without 
to nigh the lists by iiii. fote : and a gate in the est, 
and anothir in the west, with gode and stronge barres 
of vn. fote high or more, that an hors may nat lepe 
over. 

^^ Apperaunce of the JPleggsJ] — The day of the 
bataile the kyng shall sitte in a stage, in a scaffold an 
high, and a place shall be made for the constable and 
mareschall at the fote of the steyre of the said scaf- 
fold, vAiere they shall sitte ; and then the pl^gs of 
th*appelaunt and defendaunt ahull be called to come 
into the lysts before the kynge, and to be present in 
the court as prisoners till th*appellaunt and defen- 
daunt be come into the lists, and have made her 
othes. 

^^ Receyvyng of t/ie AppelauTU.^-^Whdn the ap- 
pelaunt cometh to the journey, he shall come to the 
gate of the lists in the est, in such wise as he will 
fight with his wepens assigned by the court. And 
there he shall abide til he be brought in by the con- 
stable ; so that when he is come to the seid gate, the 
constable and mareschall shuU go togidir ; and the 
constable shall axe hym what man he is that is come 
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armed to the gate of the lists ; and what is his name^ 
and yifhye he cotneth : and the appelaunt shall sey, 
' I am such a man A. B. appellaunt that am armed 
^ and horsed, and am come to the gate of thise 
' lists to aske entre to do my devoir, and prove myn 
^ entent ayenst C. de D. and to aoqayte my pleggs/ 
And then the constable shall opyn the vyser of his 
basnet, so that he see opynly his visage, and that.it 
be the same man that is th*appelaunt. And after that 
he shall dp opyn the gate of the lists, and do him 
come in, with his seid armers, wepyns, and vitaileSj 
and othir leefuU necessaryes upon hym : and also his 
counsaill with him, and bryng hym before the kyng ; 
and than to his place, where he shall abide til the de- 
fendaunt be come . 

** Discharging of tlie PleggsJ] — ^Also the appel- 
launt shall require the constable and mareschall to 
deliver his pleggs, and to discharge the3rm of their 
piggery; and the constable and mareschall shull 
aske leve of the kyng to acqyte his pleggs after that 
the appelaunt is come into the lysts to doe his devoir. 

" The first callyng of the Defendaunt^ — ^And if 
the defendaunt come not betimes to his journey, the 
kyng shall commaund the counstable to do call him 
by the mareschall, and the mareschatt shall commaund 
his lieutenaunt, and the lieutenaunt shall commaund 
the mareschall of the herauldes of the south, yf it be 
in the marche of the king of Clarenceux : and if the 
bataile be beyond Trent in the marche of the kyng 
Noreys, the mareschall of the kynge of the north 
shall make the inye ; and in defaute of hym an 

K 3 
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herauld of the marche of the kyng Noreys shall crye 
in this wise^ ' Oiez^ Oiez^ Oiez. C. de D. defen- 
' daunt, Cometh to your journey that ye have entir- 
^ prised att this day^ to aoquite your pleggs before 
*. the kyng, constable, and mareschall, to defende you 
' ayenst A. B. a|^)elaunt of that he hath putte upon 
' you*' And yf he come not betimes, he shall be 
called thrys at the iiii. comers of the lists ; and att 
the second tyme the herauld shall sey att the end of 
the crye, < for the day passeth &st/ And yf hecome 
nat by tymes at the second crye, the heraulds shall 
ciye by comaundment of the constable and maieschall 
the third tyme ayen, bitwene the hour of tierce and 
midday at the ferrest ; and he shall say att the be- 
gyi^yngj ^ C. de D. defendaunt, saveth your wcMrship^ 
^ and Cometh to your journey, that ye have entir- 
' prised at this day/ And att the ende of the crye, 
^ the day passeth fast, and the hour of midday is nygfa, 
^ and that he come by that hour at the ferrest on peril! 
* that longeth thereto.* 

'^ How the Time of their Entree and Array shall be 
regestred by the Constables Clerk J] — Also the consta- 
bles derk shall entre in his r^stre her comyng and 
the tyme of theire comyng, and how they entre the 
lysts, on fote, or on horshak : and how they ben 
armed, and the colour of the horses ; and how the 
horses ben armed, for thynge that myght fell of en- 
beselyng of theire horses and hameyses. 

'^ Also that the constable take hede to the kyng if 
the kyng wole assigne eny of his knyghtes of worship 
to counsaill theym. 
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'^ The Examjfrtacum of their ff^epenes.'l — ^Also the 
constable and mareschall shull send after their speres, 
and do cutte them of even mesure. 

" The ieping of the Jppelaunts Place. ^—Aho the 
constable shall send ii. knights, or ii, squires to the 
appdaunt to kepe his place, that he use, ne hide no 
charme, ne carecte within the ground in his owne 
persone, nor by none othir till he have made his othe. 
And in likewise shall be done to the defendaunt. 

^^ To enquire and knowe the Kyng's ff^llfor makyng 
of their Othes.'] — ^Also the constable shall wite the 
kyngs wille, whethir hir othe shall be made before the 
kyng ; or that the kyng wole, that it be made in the 
lysts before constable and mareschall. 

" How the AppelavM shall be ^entforeJ] — ^Also the 
constable shall send by the mareschall, first aftir the 
appelaunt to make his oath, with his counseill : and 
first before the making of his othe, the constable shall 
aske of his counseill, yf they will make eny moo 
protestacions, that they put forth all her protesta* 
cions ; for after that they shall make noe moo pro- 
testacions. 

" How the Constahle^s Clerk shall ley forth a 
Crosse y and a Massebpke for the OtAe^.]— Also the 
constable shall have a derk that shall ley forth a 
crosse with a crucifix and an opyn massboke writyn 
'With the holy gospells. And the clerke shall tume 
the bokcto the canon of the masse and tume up the 
crudfix of the boke. 

^^ The redyng of the Bille of the JippeUmnt and the 
first O^Ae.]— The constable shall do his clerke fede 

K 4 



136 OP TRIAL IN CASES 

his bill thui^h ; and than the constable shall sey to 
the appelaunt^ and nempne his name : ^ Ye know 
' this bille and this glove^ that ye gave \xp in our 
^ court before us ; ye shull ley your right hand upcm 
' the crosse^ and on the gospels, that your bille is 
f trewe in all poynts, from the begynyng of the quarell 
^ conteyned in thisbiUe to the end : and that is your 
^ entent to prove upon the sdd C. de D. defendaunt 
' so God you heipe and the holy gospells/ And 
then he shall be brought to his place eyen ; and 
the constable shall do calle by the mareschall the de- 
fendaunt ; and there shall be done to hym in like 
maner as to the appelauht : but that they both two 
att her first othe shall sette him on her knees, or by 
&vour of the constable and mareschall, they shull 
stand on her fete. 

*^ The second Othe."] — ^After that the constable 
shall do brynge by the mareschall the appelaunt before 
theym : and the constable, yf he wole, may licence 
hjrm to sitte before theym at this othe : and the con- 
stable shall sey, ^ A. de B. ye shull ley your hand 
' ayen on the holy gospels, and swere, th^t ye shull 
' have no moo wepnes or poynts, but tho that ben 
' assigned you by the constable and mareschall, that 
' is to wite gleyve, long swerd, short swerd, and 
^ dagger : nor no khyfe, small ne grete ; ne none en- 
' gine, ne none othir instrument with poynt : nor 
' Stone of^vertue, nor hearb of virtue ; nor charme, 

* nor experement, nor none othir enchauntment by 

* you, nor for you, whereby ye trust the better to 
^ Qverpome the said C. de D. your adversarie, that 
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^ shall come ayens you within thise lysts in his de* 
' fence : nor that ye ttnst-in none othir thynge pro* 
^ pirly^ but in God and your body, and your trewe 
' quarell, so God you help, and all halowes, and' the 
' holy gospells/ And after that he shall be brought 
to his place, ayen, and the keepers of the place voided. 
And the same ordenaunce shall be. done on the de- 
fendaunt of this othe. 

'^ The thirde OtheJ] — ^Afterward the constable and 
mareschall ^ull send after bothe to come before 
tfaeym ; and the constable shall name the ^pdaunt 
and afterward the defendaunt ; and the constable 
shall sey, Tak everych of you othir by the rig^t hand ; 
and I defend you that none of you be so hardy to 
handiU other in evill manner by your handes, on 
parell, that wole falle, and by your feithes. And ye 
shull ley your left hands on the boks, and the consta- 
ble shall sey, ^ I chardg you A. B. appellnunt, by 
^ your feith, that ye take in the handes of your ad- 
^ versarie C. de D. and by all hallowes, and the holy 
^ gospels, and ye shull doe your power and entent, by 
^ all the weyes that ye may, to prove your entent, 
^ and appele upon C. de D. your adversary, and de • 
^ fendaunt ; and to make him yeild him into your 
^ hands; and to crye and sey^ ^' Crean^ ;*' or to do hym 
^ d^ by your hand, before that ye depart out of thise 
^ lists by the time of the sonne, that is assigned you 
^ by us constable and mareschall, by your faith ; and 
^ so God you heipe and his hallowes, and the holy 
^ gospells/ And in the same manner shall be done in 
all points to the defendaunt ; and than every ydi of 
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tfaeym shall be brought to his plaoe^ and her 
voided eveiydi from the cleaunt, and her aervaunts. 

^^ The first ProclamaUon afier the Entre and Othes 
of the Partyes.li — That no man approch to the lysts 
by iiii. fote, on peyn^ &c. 

" After thise othes made^ an heraulde^ by aangne- 
ment of the constable and maresdiall^ shall crye at 
the four comers of the lists in manner that fottoweth^ 
^ Oiez^ Oiez^ Oiez* We chafge and commaund you, 
^ on the bdialfe of the kyng, and of constable and 
' mareschall ; that noe person of grete valae^ nor of 
' small estate, of what condicion soever he be, be so 

* hardy to approche the lysts by iiii. foie; nor to 
^ speake worde, nor to make crye, countenaunce, 
^ semblaunt, nor noyse, whereby any of thise two par- 

* ties A. B. and C. D. appelaunt, and defendaunt 
^ may take advantage one of anothir, by your tokyn,* 
on pereU to lese life and lyme, and his godes at the 
kyng*s will. 

^* The jissignement of the Place for the Kyngs at 
Armesy and HeratildesJ] — ^Afterward the constable 
and mareschall shall assigne a place for the kyngs at 
armes, and the herauldes togidir, where they may see 
all her fetes within lysts ; and to be nere if they be 
called ; for after that tyme the mynistradon of th^ 
appelaunt and defendaunt is tlieirs ; that is to wite, 
yf the appelaunt or defendaunt have forgotyn any 
thynge in her confession, than the herauldes shull be 
called to dp a confessour come secretly, for disdaun- 
dry of the people ; and yf they will eate or drynke of 
their vitailes that they have brought with th^m with- 
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in the lists, the herauldes shull serve theym and none 
othir persone: and yf the appelaunt wole ete or 
drynke^ he shall aske leve first of his adversarie ; and 
the appelaunt and defendaunt shall be of one accorde« 
And afterward the kyng^s herauld shall goe to the 
constable and maresdiaU, and lete theym know their 
will. And afterward the constable and mareschall 
and the hernuld shull goe to the kyng to aske leve to 
ete or drynke ; or in caas yf tlie appelaunt or de« 
fendaunt wole do othir pryvy necessaryes, the mynis- 
tration shall be done by the heraulds and the purcy-» 
vaunts. 

^^ Findaunce of the LystesJ] — ^Afterward the con- 
stable and mareschall shull voide the lists of al ma-* 
nere people^ except a knyght and two squyers for the 
constable ; and one knyght and two squyers for the 
mareschall, that shull be armed on their bodyes ; but 
everych of th^m shall have in his hand one spere 
without iryn, to depart theym whan the kyng cryeth 
^ Hoe/ in a maner as was used in old tyme. The 
constable shall not have within the lysts but a knyght 
and two squiers ; and the mareschall, a knyght, his 
lieutenaunt, and ii. squiers, which shall be armed on 
dieir bodyes ; but they shall nethir here swerds, base- 
lards, kn3rfes, ne daggers in the lists. And they that 
longen to the constable shull keep one comer, and 
sitt alowe on the ground ; and they that longen to the 
mareschall shall kepe anothir comer, alowe in like 
maner. And there shull be no mor rulers within the 
lists, but the constable and mareschall. And yf the 
kyng be nat present, than the constable and mares- 
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thall shull kepe the kyng's plaoe^ and theire Iciu- 
tenauntes shall be in the felde. 

^^ The siityng of the Constable J]'— Aiterwdrd the 
constable alone shall sitte hym alowe in a seige before 
the kyng^ in the lysts, as his viker generally and the 
constable shall send his lieutenaunt to the appdaunt 
to accompanye hym and the maresdiall, or his lieu- 
tenaunt shull accompanye the defendaunt. And the 
constable sittyng shall sey this sentence^ with high 
vois : Lessez lez alter ; Lessez lez alter ; Lessez lez 
atier et /aire lour devoire. And after that, in the 
kyngs presence, the appelaunt shall goe to the de- 
fendaunt, and assaile h)mi vigerously ; and that othir 
shall defend hym wysely ; and the constable and 
mareschall shall alwey be nigh, or her fieutenaunt to 
here or wite yf eny of them speke or crye or make cny 
sfgne to yeld hym or his quarell ; and to take hede 
if the kynge crye ^ Hoe/ than they that ben in the 
Hsts with the constable and mareshalli shall cast her 
speres bitwene the appelaunt and defendaunt, and 
sufire nat that one come nere that othir, til the kyng 
have seide his wille, or do crye eftsones, by the 
constable, jirer lessez lez alier, etfaire lour devoire. 
' ^^ For the Defendaunty yfhe come not before the Hour 
of Midday.'] — ^But howbeit that the constable have 
yeven houre and terme to the defendaunt, to come 
tp his journey ; neverthelesse though he tarry to the 
hour of midday, the jugement shall nat of right go 
ayenst him, be it in cause of treason or othir cause ; 
but not so of . the appelaunt ; for he must kepe his 
hour and terme lymyted by the court, without any 
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\vithdrawyng^ or excuse^ be it in cause of treason^ or 
othir cause. 

'* The serchyng of the /?^j&y?w.]— And the ap- 
pelaunt and defendaunt shall be serched by the con- 
stable and mareschall of her wepenes^ tliat they be 
avowable^ without any maner engine disavowahle; 
and if they be othir than reson wole, they shall 
thurghly be voided ; for reson nor gode feithe^ nor 
lawe of armes shall sufire no mal-engine^ nor treche- 
rye in so great a fete. And it is to wite^ that the ap- 
pelaunt and defendaunt . may arme hem as surely on 
their bodyes^ as they seme gode^ aild to have targe 
and pavys in the listys ; bicause it is but armur^ ; but 
Jt moste be without any engine therein disavowahle ; 
howbeit that that one have it^ and that othir have 
none ; and if it happe that one of hem wold make 
his gleyve shorter than the mesure of the standard, 
nathelesse that othir may have of the length gf the 
standard, if he wole aske it of the court. But if the 
gleyves passe the said measure of the standard, that 
one sh^U be made of evyn measure after that othir. 

" Yf the Parties he dissevered or departed, what 
shall be done J] — ^Furthermore, it is diligently to be 
considered by the constable and mareschall ; that if 
the kyng wole do the parties fightyng, to depart, rest, 
or abide for any cause, what so it be ; that they take 
gode kepe how they ben departed, so that they be in 
the same estate and degree in all things, yf the kynge 
wole suffer or do them go ayen to gidir ; and also 
that they have gode wacche, and kepe to theym yf 
eny of theym speke to othir, be it to yeld him, or any 
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thiDge ds ; for to theym perteyneth the witnesse 
and the recorde of their wordes^ and to none othir. 

^^ The Fayne of hym that is discunffiteJ] — And if 
the said bataill be in cause of treson^ he that is con- 
vyct and discumfite, shall be unarmed in the lists by 
the commaundment of the constable and maiesdiall ; 
and a comer of the lysts brokyn up in reprodie of 
hym^ whereby he shall be drawen oat with horses 
from the place where he is so unarmed, thurgh tiie 
lists unto the place of juyse, where he shall be heded 
or hanged after the usage of the countree : wfaidi 
thynge perteyneth to the maresdiall to oversee, and 
do by his office ; and to putt it in execution ; and to 
goe or ride alweyes on that one side of hym, til it be 
all done and performed ; and that as wde of th'ap- 
pelaunt, as of the defendaunt ; for gode feith and 
right of armes wole that the appelaunt ronne in the 
same payn that the defendaunt shold, yf he were con- 
vict and discomfite. 

^^ Jf the Quarell be taken into the ICy tig's Hand.'\ — 
And if it happed so, that the kyng wold take the 
quarell in his hand, and make theym accorded, and 
lete them fight no more, than the constable takyng 
that one pa^e, and the mareschall that othir, shall 
bring them before the kyng ; and he shewyng them 
his wille, the constable and mareschall shuU bring 
them to one of the gates of the lists, with her wepyns, 
horses, and armuiyes, like as they have and been 
found, whan the king taketh the quarrell into his 
hand ; and so shuU they evynly be brought out att 
the porte of the lysts, so that that one go nat before 
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that othir by no wey in no thinge : for after that the 
kynge have take the quarell in his hand it were nat 
honesty that eny of the partyes shuld have more dis- 
honour (xie more than an othir ; for it hath ben ^eide 
by many auncyen people^ that he that goeth first out 
of the lists hath the dishonour, and that aswde in 
cause of treson aa in any othir cause. 

" For the faux Zy^/e^.]— And it is to wite, that 
there most be £iux lists without the principal lists ; 
bitwene the which the people of the constable and 
mareschall, and the kyngs sergeauntz of armes shull 
stond to kepe and defende, yf eny persone wole make 
any ofience or affiraye ayenst the cryes made in the 
court ; or any thing that might be ayenst the kyngs 
magestee, or law of armes ; and thise people shull be 
armed at all poyntes. 

'' WhxU People the Constable and Mareschall shull 
have."] — The constable shall have there as many men 
of armes as hym semeth gode, and the mareschall 
also ; which people shull have the kepyng as it is 
aforeseid. 

" The kepyng of the Ports of the Lists.']— The 
kyng*s sergeauntz of armes shull kepe the ports of 
the lists, and make arrestes yf any shull be made by 
commaundment of constable and mareschall. 

" The Feez perteymffig to my Lord.'] — The mares- 
challs fee is all the wep3ms, horses, and armured, as- 
wde of the appelaunt as of the defendaunt, whereof 
they have dismyssed theym, or letyn from the3rm, 
after that they ben entred into the lists : and all the 
wepyns, horses, and armtu'es of him that is discum- 
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iSte ; be it the appelaunt or the defendaunt : and the 
lists^ barrers^ and scaffolds of the same. 

^^ Far Cryme that is othir than Treson."] —And yf 
the cryme be othir than treson^ he that is convict shall 
be unarmed, and amesne out of the lists to his juyce, 
aswele of the appelaunt as of the defendaunt ; but 
he shall nat be drawen, but yf it be in cause of 
treason. 

^^ For hym that is ccnvict, yf it he in Acdon of 
Armes.'] — ^And if the cryme be in acdon of armes, he 
that is convict and discumfited shall be unarmed, and 
boutz horse out of the lysts, without other juyse. 

^' This shall be thejtrst Crye that shall be made sone 
after the Kyn^s comyngy at his oume Lust and Com^ 
maundment.'] — ^ We charge and commaund you in 
^ the name of the most high and excelent prjrnce or 
' soveraygn lord the kyng of England, and of France, 
^ . and lord of Ireland ; and on the behalfe of constable 
^ and mareschall, that no maner of man of what de- 
' gree, estate, or condicion that ever he be of, be so 

* hardy to approche, ne entre within the barrers, ne 
^ the lists of this place ; nor no party thereof, except 
^ such persones as are assigned thereto, and appointed 
^ by the kyng and his counseill, or els by the constable 
' and mareschaU ; upon peyn of enprisonment, and 
' his body and goodes att the kyng*s wille/ 

^^ This shull be the second Crye^ what Time the 
Parties are cum into the Place.'] — * We charge and 
^ commaund you in the name of the most high and 

* excelent prynce, our soverain lord the kyng of Eng- 
^ land, and of Fraunce, and lord of Ireland ; and on 
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* the behalve of the constable and mareschal!, that no 

* maner man, of what degree, estate, or condicton 
^ that ever he be of, be so hardy to make any manner, 

* noyse or ciye, whatsoever they see or here in this 

* same felde done bitwene thise two partyes that are 
^ comen to do and perfourme certeyne fetes of armea 
' at this time : and also, that no maner man be so 
' hardy to make no maner semblaunce, tokyn, nor 
^ countenaunce, in no maner wise, to no partie 

* whereby that any of hem may take any manner 

* comforte, wamyng, or advantage by, on peyn of 
^ emprisonement, and his body and godes at the 

* kyngs wille"." 

' The remarkable quarrel between Henry carl of Hereford (after- 
wards king Henry IV.), and the duke of Norfolk, in the latter part of 
the reign of Richard 11., a^ords a fine specimen of the ceremoniet 
used in the trial by combat as it was practised on great and solemn 
occasions. The circumstance is thus narrated by an elegant modem 
writer : — 

^ Hereford the challenger first appeared on a white charger gaily 
caparisoned, armed at all points, and holding his drawn sword. When 
he approached the lists the marshal demanded his name and budness ; 
to which he replied : ' I am Henry of Lancaster earl of Hereford, 

* come hither according to my duty against Thomas Mowbray duke 

< of Norfolk, a false traitor to €rod and the king, the realm and me.* 
Then taking the oath that his quarrel was just and true, he desired to 
enter the lists ; which being granted, he sheathed his sword, pullbd 
down his beaver, crossed himself on the forehead, seized his lance^ 
passed the barrier, alighted, and sat down in a chair of green velvet 
)>laced at one end of the lists. He had scarce taken his scat when iht 
king came into the field with great pomp, attended by the lords, the 
count de St. Pd, who came from France on purpose to see that £unoui 
trial, an4 ten thousand men at arms to prevent tumults and dil^ 
luH[>ances* ifis majesty being seated in his chair of sute, the king at 
arms procUdmed» that none but such as were appointed to marshal the 
field should preaume to touch the lists upon pain of death* Then 

h 
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Fire and Water Ordeal. "] — This kind of trial is of 
Saxon origin, ordale signifying judicium aquum^ jus* 
tuniy indifferent ; *^ an upright^ just, and indifferent 
judgment/' 

That our Saxon ancestors, when Pagans, were 
much addicted to divination, we have the testi- 
mony of Tacitus *, who says, that they made par- 
ticular observations on the flying of birds, on their 
notes, and likewise on the neighing of horses ; and 
that in war, if they happened to intercept one of Uie 
enemy's party, they would cause a duel to be fought 
betwixt one of their own soldiers and him, and divine 



another herald proclaimed aloud, * Behold here Henry of Lancaster 

* earl of Hereford, who has entered the lists to perform hb devoir 

* against Thomas Mowbray duke of Norfolk, on pain of being 

* counted false and recreant.' Just then the duke of Not folk appeared 
in arms, mounted upon a barbed horse, with a coat of crimson Yclvet» 
embroidered with lions of silver and mulberry-trees ; and, having 
.taken his oath before the constable and mareschal, entered the field, 
exclaiming aloud, * God defend the right.' Then alighting from his 
horse, he placed himself in a chair of crimson velvet opposite to his 
antagonist at the other end of the lists. After which, the nuu-eschal 
having measured their lances, delivered one to the challenger, and sent 
41 knight with the other to the duke of Norfolk, and proclamation 
was made that they should prepare for the combat. Accordingly, 
mounting their horses and closing their beavers, they fixed their lances 
in rest, and the trumpets sounded the charge. The eari of Hereford 
began his career with great violence ; but before he could join his an- 
.tagonist,, the king threw down his warder, and the heralds interposed, 
jmd, by the advice and authority of his parliamentary commissioners, 
he stopped the combat, and ordered both the combatants to leave the 
kin|;dom." The consequences of this ill-timed interference, it is well 
known, cost Richard his crown and life. 

ft 

. * Se Moribtts Germanorum, cap. x. 



CIVIL AND CRIMINA-L. 147 

ibe, success of the whole army, by taking notice which 
of the two obtained the victcny. 

From these circumstances it is probable that they 
then, in certain cases, both civil and criminal, used 
the crdealy or some similar kind of judgment, which 
they continued after they became Qiristians. These 
trials, at least, were at the latter period practised by 
them, as we leiun from the testimony of the laws of 
Ina, who began his reign in the year 7 10. 

The usual manner of proceeding in tlie ordeal trial 
was either hy^re or water, and is thus noticed in the 
constitutions of king Athebtan ^ : De ordalio pneci^ 
pimus in nomine Dei, &fc. " Concerning ordeal, we 
command, in the name of God, and by the precept of 
our archbishops and bishops, that no man enter into 
the church after the £re is brought in, wherewith the 
judgment is to be made hot, except the priest, and he 
who is to undergo the trial : and let there be mea- 
sured nine feet from the stake unto the mark, ac- 
cording to the measure of his foot, who is to cpme 
thus to judgment. 

'^ And if the trial be by water, let it be ihade hot 
till it boil, in a vessel of iron, brass, lead, or clay ; 
and if it be single, let his hand be put therein after a 
stone or stock up to his wrist ; but if the accusation 
be threefold, then to his elbow : and when the judg- 
ment shall be prepared, let twomoi be brought in on 
each side, to make experiment, that it be as hot iis is 
afore expressed. 

* Analecta Anglo*Brit. lib. ii. cap. S. inter Leges Athelitani, 
cap. XXX. 

l2 
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Let as many also come in on each side the judg- 
ment along the church ; and let them be fasting, and 
abstain from their wives that night ; and the priest 
shall sprinkle holy water on them, and give them the 
text of the holy gospel to kfss, as also the sign of the 
cross : and no man shall make the fire any longer 
than whilst the benediction beginneth, but shall cast 
' the iron upon die coals until the last collect ; after- 
ward it shall be put upon the without any 

more words, then that they pray earnestly to God that 
he will vouchsafe to manifest the truth therein : then 
shall the person accused drink holy water, and his 
hand wherewith he shall carry the judgment shall be 
sprinkled therewith ; and so let him go, the nine feet 
measured being distinguished by three and three. 

" At the first mark next to the stake he shall set 
liis right foot, and at the second his left foot ; and 
thence he shall remove his right foot unto the third 
mark, where he shall throw down the iron, and 
hasten to the holy altar ; which done, his hand shall 
be sealed up, and the third day aftier viewed whether 
it be clean or unclean, where it was so sealed. And 
he who shall transgress these laws, let the ordeal 
judgment or trial be done upon him, that he pay 
120*. for a fine or mulct.*' 

' Besides the above there was another mode of trial 
by cold water, which is mentioned by ancient authors : 
^* Peractisy ut ante, trium dierumjguniis, &fc.'* 

The. three days fast and other holy duties per- 
^rmed, as in the former trial by Jlre, holy water is 
given tp the party accused, which he is to drink with 
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the following execration : ^^ Let this water be to thee 
now for a trial." And this conjuration is to be used 
to the cold water^ wherein the person supposed 
guilty is to be put^ viz. 

'^ I adjure thee^ O thou water^ in the name of the 
Father Almighty^ who created thee in the beginning, 
commanding thy use for human necessities, and that 
thou shouldest be separated from the waters above ; 
I adjure thee, by the unspeakable name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, son of the living God, under whose feet, 
the sea and element being severed, was trade upon, 
and who was pleased to be baptized in the watry de* 
ment : I also adjure thee by the Holy Ghoat, which 
descended upon .the Lord when he was baptized : I 
adjure thee likewise by the name of the holy and in- 
dividual Trinity, by whose will the element of waters 
was divided, and the people of Israel forthwith passed 
thorough dry foot ; at whose, invocation ^be prophet 
Helisasas caused the axe which fell out of the helve to 
swim upon the water ; that thou do not in any manner 
receive this man N. if he be guilty of what he is ac- 
cused, by his act, consent, or knowledge, or any 
other device, but make him swim upon thee, to the 
end there may be no counterfeiting with thee, or any 
exploit of the enemy, that may disguise it. And by 
the name of Christ, we command thee, that for his 
sake thou obey us, unto whom every creature doth 
service; whom Cherubim and Seraphim do praise^ 
saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, who 
ruleth and reigneth world without end.'* After this 
and other exorcisms being recited^ the person sup- 

l3 
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posed guilty, putting off his garments, is to be cast 
(his thumbs and toes tied together with cords) into 
the water : into which if he sink, he is freed ; but in 
case he swim, then to be condemned. 
' Several instances occur in history of persons who 
underwent this kind of trial by ordeal ; the most re- 
markable of whom is Emma, mother to Edward the 
Confessor, though she is usually stated to have walked 
barefooted over nine burning ploughshares. 

Ogerus Dapifety shireeve of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
in ] 2 Hen. II. in his accompt for that year, upon 
record in the exchequer — reddit campotum de catcUlis 
Jugiiivommy & eorum qui perieruni in judicio aqiut^ 
viz; de Ricardo Haiward, 4^. 7d. &c. 

This law was totally abolished by Henry III. in the 
third year of his reign, as appears from his special 
precept ^ for that purpose still preserved. 

fVager of Law.'] — Fddatio legis^ as the fore- 
going is called wager of battle, vadatio duelli ; be- 
cause as in the former case the defendant gave a 
pledge, gage or vadium, to try the cause by battle ; 
so here he was to put in sureties or vadios, that at 
such a day he will make his law, that is, take the be- 
nefit which the law has allowed him : which benefit 
is, that where apparent proof is not made on the 
pl^ntifTs part, the defendant is admitted to wage his 
law ; that is, to take his own oath, that he owes 
nothing at all to the plaintiff; and to bring as many 
credible persons as the court shall assign^^ to make 
oath, that they believe he swears true. 
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This method of trial, which still continues in force 
in certain cases ^, was a part of the Mosaical law: 
^^ If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass or an. 
o^, or a sheep, or any beast, to keep, and it die, or be 
hurt, or driven away, no man seeing it ; then shall 
an oath of the Lord be between them both, that he 
hath not put his hand unto his neighbour's goods ; 
and the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he shall 
not make it good/' It is to be found in the codes of 
almost all the northern nations, and bears a manifest 
resemblance to the canonical purgation of the Romish 
clergy, when accused of any capital crime. The de- 
fendant, or person accused, was, in both cases^ to 
make oath of his own innocence, and to produce a 
certain number of compurgators, who swore they 
believed fails oath. 

^ ** In England wager of law is never required^ and is then only ad- 
mitted where an action is brought upon such matters as may be sup- 
posed to be privately transacted between the parties, and wherein the 
defendant oiaybe presumed to^have made satisfaction without being 
able to prove it : therefore it is only in actions of debt upon siniplc 
contract, or for amercement in actions of detinue and of account, 
where the debt may have been paid, the goods restored, or the ac- 
count balanced, without any evidence of either ; it is only in these ac- 
tions, I say, that the defendant is admitted to wage his law; .so that 
wager of law lieth not when there is any specialty aa a bond or deed 
to charge the defendant, for that would be cancelled, if satisfied ; but 
when the debt groweth by word only : nor doth it lie in an fw:tioi^ of 
debt for arrears of an account settled by auditors in a former action. 
And by such wager of law, when admitted, the plaintiff is perpetu- 
ally barred ; for the law, in the simplicity of the ancient times, pre- 
sumed that no one should fbiswear himself for any worldly thing. 
Wager of law, however, lieth in a real action where the tenant alleges 
he was not legally siinmioned to appear, as weU as in mere personal 
contracts.*' 

L4 
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The manner of waging and making law is thi^: 
He that baa waged or given security to make his law 
brings with him into court eleven of his ndghbours : 
a custom which we find particularly described so early 
as^ in the league between Alfred and Guthnm the 
Dane ^ ; for^ by the old Saxon constitution, every 
man's credit in courts of law depended upon the 
opinion which his neighbours had of his veracity. 
The defendant then, standing at the end of the bar is 
admonished of the nature and dai^er of a fiilse oath ^ ; 
and if he still persists, he is to repeat this or the like 
oath : '^ Hear this, ye justices, that I do not owe unio 
Richard Jones the sum of ten pounds, nor any penny 
thereof, in manner and form as the said Richard hath 
dedared against me ; so help me God.** And there- 
upon his eleven neighbours, or compuigators, shall 
avow upon their oaths, that they believe in their con- 
sciences that he sdth the truth, so that himself must 
be sworn de^fideliiate, and the eleven de credulitate ^. 
It is held, indeed, by later authorities *, that fewer 
than eleven compurgators will do ; but sir Edward 
Coke is positive that there must be this number; and 
his opinion not only seems founded upon better au- 
thority, but also upon better reason ; for as wager of 
law is equivalent to a verdict in the dele&danfs &vour, 
it oug^t to be established by the same or equal testi- 
mony^ namely^ by the oath of twelve men. 

• Cap. 3. Wilk. LL. Aug. Sax.. 
« Salk. 68a. 

' Co. Litt. 295. 

• % Vcntr. x^i. 



OP PUNISHMSKX IN CRIMINAL 0ASB8. 153 

A mad outlawed) attainted for false verdict^ or for 
eoR^ira<7) or peijury^ or otherwise become infa- 
mous, as^ by pronouncing the horrible word in. a trial 
of battle, shall not be permitted to wage his law. 
Ndther shall an in&nt, under the age of twenty^-one, 
for he cannot be admitted to his oath ; and therefore^ 
on the other hand, the course of justice «hdil flow 
equally, and the defendant, where an infant is plaintiff^ 
shall not wage his law: but a feme-covert, when 
joined with her husband, may be admitted to w^;e 
her law; and an alien shall do it in his own Ian-* 



CHAP. VT. 



MiSOfiXjUlNEOUS • 

Of Pimishment in criminal Cases. 

The punishment of felons by death, with hanging 
upon gallows^ is very ancient, being ordained by the 
laws of Ina nearly 1 1 (X) years since. This was abo- 
lished by the O)nqueror, who appointed instead of it 
the punishment should be, pulling out eyes, gelding, 
or cutting off hands or foot, according to the great»- 
ness of the offence, to the end they might live and be 
a terror to others ; as were those Welchmen, of 
whom Flor. Wigom. in his Annals, viz. an. lOQS, 
makes mention, who for treason had all those several 
kinds of punishment inflicted on them« 

* Co.Litt. %9s* 
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Rapinas curialiumy says WilL of Maimed. JfurtCy 
stupra, edicto compescuit, deprehensis oculasj cum tes^ 
ticulis evelH pnecipiens. For the better verifying of 
which testimony, there is a miracle reported by Fox 
in his Martyrology ' of one EXvard of Winston Regis 
in Bedfordshire, who, being convicted in the tilne of 
king Henry IL for stealing a pair of hedging gloves 
and a whetstone, and for the same offence lost his 
eyes and genitals, was, through his devout prayers 
made at the shrine of St. Thomas of Canterbury, re- 
stored to them again. 

TTiis kind of punishment for felons continued but 
a short time ; for Henry L in the year 1 108, the 
ninth of his reign, decreed, that for theft and robbery 
they should be hanged. But Brompton places this 
constitution in the year 1 103, 3 Hen. I. 

The first nobleman on record that was beheaded 
was Waltheof earl of Northumberland, who suffered 
in 1075, 8 William the Conqueror. 

Felons were also put to death by drowning, as ap- 
pears* by an instance in 6 Ed w. II. where the jury 
for the hundred of Comylo in Kent exhibited a pre- 
sentment to Hervi de Stanton and his fellow-jus- 
iices itinerant sitting at Canterbury, in the octaves of 
St. John th^ Baptist, importing, that the prior of 
Christchurch in Canterbury did, about ten years then 
p^t, divert the course of a certain water called Cest- 
ling, in which such felons as were condemned to 

* 

' Lib. 4* fol. a&9. 

* Ex vet. cod. MS. penes Rog. Twysden bar. p. loS^ 
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death within the before-specified hundred, ought: to 
suffer judgment by drowning. 

The decree of king Henry I. for putting to death 
such as should be convicted of theft and robbery, by 
hanging, was not used in the county palatine of 
Chester ; for by an account of Will, de Melton, 
chamberlain of Chester in 2Q Edw. I. it appears * that 
they were beheaded, and that the justices of peace in 
that shire received twelve-pence apiece from the king 
for the head of every one which was cut off by their 
officers. And Bromley, in the argument of Pledall's 
case, to shew what efi^ts considerations of blood and 
kindred have in our laws, amongst other things af- 
firms, that when upon an appeal of murder the ap- 
pellant was found guilty, the ancient usage was, that 
all the blood of the party murdered did draw the 
murderer by a long rope to his execution ; which 
custom he says was grounded upon the loss which 
the whole blood had by the murder of one of them, 
and for their %)mmon revenge and the affection 
which they all were supposed to bear to the party 
slain. 

Of the four Terrns.'] — ^The origin of those portions 
of the year assigned for the king's justices of the 
courts at Westminster to hold pleas, &c. commonly 
called Terms J is, by Polidore Virgil, Holingshed, and 
others, ascribed to the Conqueror, though William of 
Malmsbury, and most old historians of credit, me^- 
tion nothing of the kind. Sir Henry Spelmah is of 
opinion, that our Saxon and Norman ancestors divided 

* In quadambagl tit. CestxiB, penes thes. et camerar. s^aoct 
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the year between Gojd and the king (as he expresses 
it)^ calling those days and parts which were assigned 
to God, dies pacis ecclesue, and the residue dies or 
iemptu pads regis, as the Romans had their dies 
fasti and nefasti, and did make choice of these spe* 
dal seasons of the year for their determining and 
juc^t^ in civil af&irs, as exempt portions of time 
from that which was by them .assigned and devoted 
to the service of God and his church. This is fur^ 
ther demonstrated by a league ' made between king 
Edward the Elder and Guthrun the Dane, in which 
they forbid ordeal and oaihs (the name law trials at 
that time were called) to be used upon festival or 
right fasting days ; and the same is observaUe in the 
constitution made in the synod held at Eanham, 
under king Ethelred. 

With this agree the laws of Canute and Edward 
the Confessor : 

'^ We forbid ordeal and oaths on. feast days and 
ember days, and from the Advent of our Lord till 
the eighth day after twelfth be past ; and from Sep- 
tuagesima till fifteen nights after Easter. And the 
sages have ordained, that St. Edward's day shall be 
festival over all England on the fifteenth cal. of April, 
and St. Dunstan's on the fourteenth cal. of June; and 
that all Christians, as right it is, should keep them 
hallowed and in peace." 

Henry II. ratified the laws of Edward the .Con<y 
fessor and William the Conqueror, with the advice q( 

* Lamb, de priids Aqgl. Leg. jp^p. 39. . , 
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his chief justioe OlanviUe; and the latter accord'^ 
ingly made some of his 'writs returnable in actabis^ 
or ckttuo Pasc/ue ? for though the laws of the Q>n- 
fessor appoint the end of hesnt vacation, and Gervase 
of Tilbury also mentions the same return, yet the MS. 
laws of Henry IJ. in the red book of the exchequer, 
cap. G2. following the synod of Grantham, extend 
Lent vacation i Septuagesima, usq. xv. dies post Pas^ 
ekam, and lay out the whole year, under the rubriQ 
de Observatume Temporis Legis faciendi ; — acxxtfding 
to this, 

1 . Hilary term began at octabas Epiphanue, viz* 
the 13th of January, which is seven days before the 
first return at present, and nine days before our terra 
begins, and ended at the Saturday next before Sep» 
tuagesima ; which being moveable, made thia term 
bnger in some years than others. 

2. Easter term, which now begins two days after 
qmndena Paschce; b^an then, as the law of king 
Edward Confessor appointed it, at octabis Pasclue^ 
as is also verified by Glanville, who makes one of his 
writs returnable tiius : Rex, &c. Summone per bonos 
summonitiones qtuUuar legates milites de viceneto de 
Stoke, quod sint ad clausum Paschie coram me, vd 

justiciis meis apud tVestmonasterium, ad eUgendum 
supra sacramenium suum xii. legates milUes, &g*; 
^^ but as it then began nine days earlier than it doth 
now^ so it ended six or sevtti days sooner, viz. the 
day before the vigil of the Ascension, whidi is. ac- 
cording to the direation of Edward the Confessor^s 
law, appointing the time from the Ascension inclurt 
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sive, to the octaves of Pentecost with Ascension eve^ 
to be dies pacts ecclesue, and therefore vacation/* 

3. Trinity term in those days began as at present 
(in respect of the returns) at octabis Pcniecastes ; 
which being always the day after Trinity Sunday^ is 
now by the statute of 32 Henry VIIL appointed to be 
called crastino Triniiatis. But it seems that the 
statute of 5 1 Hen. III. changed the beginning of 
this term from crastino TViniiatis to octabis Trim^ 
tatis ; and thierefore the statute of king Hen. VIIL 
did no more herein than reduce it to its original : and 
as to the end of that term, the same statute of 
5 1 Hen. III. assigned it to be within two or three dayis 
afiber quindena S. Jokannis Baptistiey which is about 
the 12tKof July. 

4. Michaelmas term, as regulated by the Con- 
fessor, was more uncertain as to its beginning than 
end : but Gervasius Tilburiensis, in his dialogue de 
Scaccario, cap. 2. has a writ in these words: — 
Rex, He. vicecamiti N. salutem. Vide, sicut teipsum 
& omnia tua diligts, quod sis adscaccarium in crastino 
S. Mich, vel in crastino claus. Pasch. & habeas ibi 
tecum qmcquid debes de veterijirmd & novd, & nomi- 
natim, He. ; whereby it appears that the term in the 
exchequer, as it respected sheriffs and accomptants, 
and consequently in the other parts^ began then as at 
present. 

' Selden concludes, that by the stat. of 51 Hen. III. 
called dies communes in banco, the terms then either 
began and ended as they did in l6l4, when he wrote 
his discourse^ or that those statutes did assign the 
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times for them ; and also^ that the statute of 36 
Edw. III. cap. 15. confiriTied that use, the returns 
there mentioned being in no respect different, or 
either more or fewer than they then w^re, except 
that Trinity term is altered and shortened by the 
Stat, of 32 Hen. VIII. cap. 21. which ordained it, 
qiwad ^ssionem^ to begin for ever the Friday afk^ 
Corpus Christi day, and to continue nineteai days ; 
whereas in elder times it began two or three days 
sooner. 

By an act of parliament made ] 7 Car. 1 . Michael^ 
mas term was shortened, and thenceforth appointed 
to begin upon tres septimanas S. Mich. 

Of Fines J] — ^It often happens, says GlanviUe, that 
disputes moved in the king*s court are terminated by 
find concord ; but it is then by consent either of the 
king, or his justiciar, whatever be the cause of dis- 
pute, whether for land, or any other thing; which 
agreement is reduced into public writing, by the mu- 
tual consent of both parties ; and this writing is to be 
recited before the king's justices sitting in the bench 
(court of common pleas), and before them the said 
writing, in all points alike, is there to be delivered. 

Fines are said by Plowden to have been levied be- 
fore the conquest ; and another author makes men- 
tion of one taken at Norwich in the time of Henry I. 
instancing for testimony of the same an exemplifica.- 
tion of it under that king's seal. Many were levied 
in the reign of Henry II. and more in the time df 
Richard his son, as well as afterwards : most of which 
are now remaining in the exchequer. 
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Andendy fines wens levied before various persooA, 
and frequently before the king himself; otheifs before 
the chief justice^ with other of the king's juatioes ei 
atik Jidelilnu damini regis. Nor were they limited 
merely to the courts at Westminster in those times^ 
as a copy is still remaining ^ of one levied in. the 
county court of Nottingham^ in the first of king 
John^ in the presence of the sheriff and the diief 
gentlemen of that shire, and another at Pontefiact 
in the court of Roger de Lade, then constable of 
Chester *. Several instances likewise occur of fines 
levied where the king himself was a party K 

These agreements have ever been held inviolable ; 
and the strictness, not only of questioning the cog- 
nizcH^, but the care which the cognizors themselves 
on their own parts had by a serious deliberating what 
they did in these great and solemn condusions, will 
appear by the fallowing andent testimonial ^ : 

' Ex cartulario abb. de Derley in bibk Cotton, f. 74. b. 

* Ex regtst. abb. de Kirketall in offido ducatus Lane. f.29. b. 

' Finis levatus apud Westm. in octalus Purif. beats Maris an. 
53 Hen. 3« inter ipmim dominiim regeip* 8c conaortcm snam AGano- 
ram regtnam quserentesy & Edwardum filium ipstus domini regis pri* 
mogenitum, deforciantemy de honore Aquilacy cum pertinentiisy &c. 
esse jus ipsius Edwardi, de dono ipsorum regis & reginx. Et idem 
Sdirardus» ad tnstantiam regis, concessit diets donins . regins prse- 
dictum honorem, toti vita ipsius regins; revertere ad pnedictum 
Edwardum & haeredes suos. 

Finis leratus in curia domini regis apud Westmonastenum, in eras- 
tiio 8. Maxtiniy anno regni regis Edward! filii regis GLenrid' quarto; 
inter ipsum dominum regem quacrentem, Sc Adam qus fuit uxor 
Simonis de Vere deforciantem, de decern libratis terrs, cum perti* 
nentiisy in Sprotele, &c. esse jus ipsius domini regis, &c, 

* Claus. S Edw, 4. in dorso, m« 14. 
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" To all cristen men, to whom this present wryt- 
10^ shal come^ Rose, that was the wyfF of sir John 
Merston knight^ sendeth greting in God everlasting: 
Know ye me the saide Rose to sey and affirme, that 
Thomajs Ldttelton, oon of the king's justices of the 
common place^ bargayned^ bought^ and purchased for 
a oerteine summe of money, which he hath truly 
payd^ the reversion of the maner of Tixhale in Staf- 
fordshire, and of certain tenements and rents in other 
townes . in the same shire, pf the said John Marston^ 
sumtyme my husband, and of me ; to have after the 
decece of my said husband and me : by force of which 
a fyne was rered at Westmynster ; by which fyne a 
state was made of the said maner to my husband and 
to me, terme of our lives ; the remaynder thereof 
unto the said Thomas Lattilton and Jane his wife, and 
to the heires of the said- Thomas Littilton for ever- 
more, as in the sayd fine more pleinly appeareth. 
Afore which fyne rered, I did aske of sir John Prisot 
the chefe justice of the common place, and divers 
others to whom I had special confidence and trust ; 
and also of other divers apprentices lemed in the 
lawe, or my councell, wheder that my seid husband 
and I might sille the reversion of the said maner with- 
out perell of our soules : and they desired me to en- 
fonrme and shew th^n how the seid maner afore that 
tyme was entayled : and I shewed them the part of 
an hole fyne \ 

* ** HsBC est finalis concordia facta in curift domini regis apud West* 
monasteriuDiy a die S. Trinitatis in xv. dies, anno regni regis Edwardi, 
filii regis Edwardi, decimo nono> coram Willielmo de Bereford, Jo« 

M 
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^^ And they asked me of whom and how that I 
came of any such persons named in the seyd fine ; 
and I seyd, that I came of Makelyn Wastneys and 
Margaret his wiif named in the seyd fyne ; that is to 
sey^ that I am daughter to Roger, sonne to William^ 
son to the seyd Maculine and Margaret. They ex- 
amined me, wheder eny of the brethren of the seid 
Maculine ; that is to sey, John, Herry, or William, 
had any issue on lyve : and I seyd to them Nay, but 
9\\ ben ded without issu, which is very trouth. They 
asked me whider I was heire to Geffrey Wastneys 
named in the seyd fyne ; and I s^d I am heire to the 
seyd Geffrey ; for he was my graunsire*s graunsire. 

hanne dc Matford^ Williclmo de Hcrle, Joluume de Stonore» 8^ 
Johanne dc Busse justiciariis, & aliis domini regis fidelibosy tunc iU 
prssentibus ; inter Galfridum dc Wattcncys de Tyzhalc qiMnrcntcnH 
Be Rogcrum de Aston personam ecclesie de Weston, defordantemn 
de mancrio dc Tyxhalc, cum pertinentiis, & advocatione ecclesie 
cjusdem maneriiy unde placitum conventionis summonitum fuit inter 
COS in eadem curia; scil. quod praedictas Galfridus recognoTit pne^ 
dicta maneriay cum pertinentiis, 8c advocationem praedictam ease jus 
ipuus Rogeri ; ut ilia qu2 idem Rogerus habet dc dono pnedicti Gal- 
fridi : et pro hac recognitione fine & concordi& idem Rogerus con- 
cessit przdicto Galfrido prxdictum manerium cum pertinenttis & ad- 
vocationem prsedictamy & ilia ei reddidit in eadem curia, habenda 8c 
tenenda cidem Galfrido de capitalibus dominis fcodi illius per servicia 
qux ad praedictum manerium 8c advocationem pertinent, tota viti 
]p«ius Galfridi ; et post decessum ipsius Galfiridi (&c.) remanere Ma- 
culino filio ejusdem Galfridi, 8c Maigaretae uxori ejus, 8c hraredibus 
de corporibus ipsorum Afaculini 8^ Margaretse exeuntibus ; tenenda 
(&c.) remanere Johannifratri ejusdem MacuHni 8c hseredibus de cor* 
pore 8U0 procreatis ; tenenda (&c.} remanere Henrico fratri ejusdem 
Jobannitf, 8c haeredibus de corpore sup procreatis (&c.) remanere 
Williclmo fratri ejusdem Henricl, 8c hsredibus de corpore (&c.J 
remanere rectis haredibus ipsius Galfridi; tenenda (5cc.) imper* 
pctuum.*' 
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They asked me whether there was eny more issue 
now on lyve^ that come of the said Maculine and 
Mai^garet : and I said Nay ; for I seyd, if Alianoure 
Harecourt^ which was myn aunte, that is to sey my 
iadurs suster, had bin on lyve, and overleved me^ she 
shuld enherite the seid livelode by force of the seid . 
taill made to Makelyn and Margaret after me : but 
now she is ded without issue, there is no more is^ue 
now on l3rve that come of the seid Makelyn and Mar- 
garet sauf only I, in asmuch as I was the last of the 
entaill, and the fee simple thereof was in me : where- 
upon my husband and I rered a fyne in the fourme as 
I have seyd. And whereas sir John Gresley knight 
seyth, as I am enfourmed, that he shuld be my next 
kyn to enherite after me the seid livelode ; betwene 
God and me I sey, as I shall answere afoi'e the day of 
dome, I canne not, nor never cowde wete or knowe, 
por never herde by my fader, nor other in noe maner 
wyse, how or in what wyse he shulde be kyn to me, to 
enherite in eny wyse the seid livelode ; save that it 
was seid, that he come of oon sir Thomas Waste- 
nesse, which Wastnesse was longe tyme afore the 
seyd old fyne arered : but how, or in what wyse I was 
kyn to that Wastnesse I cowd never here tell. And 
ferthermore I sey and affirme, that there is none on 
lyve, that I know or can here of, that ys or may be 
enheritable by eny maner of fee tayle specifyed or 
comprised in the seyd old fyne reryd in the time of 
the seyd king Edward the Second: In witnesse 
whereof to this present writinge I have put my 
$eall" 
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INNS OF COURT AND CHANCERY. 



CHAP. L 

It has been before observed^ that previous to^ and 
immediately succeeding the Norman ccmquest^ the 
knowledge of the laws of England^ as well as the ad- 
ministration of them^ were chiefly confined to ecclesi- 
astical persons^ the unsettled state of the kingdom 
obliging the nobility and gentry at those periods 
rather to addict themselves to the practice of arms 
than the attainment of literature ; and in consequence 
it most probably happened, that the decision of con« 
troversies in civil cases was then so frequently by 
combat, and in crimhial ones by fire and watfer ordeal. 
On this account likewise we find^ that most of the 
justices of the king's courts as well as those called 
itinerant, before the time of Henry III. were bishops^ 
abbots, deans, canons in cathedral churches, arch- 
deacons, &c. ; and the chancellorship was exercised 
by clergymen even so late as the reign of Henry VII. 
But when by Magna Charta it was appointed thi^ 
^' Common pleas should not thenceforth follow the 
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court, but be held in some certain place," and that 
certain place was established in Westminster HaU, 
such establishment of this principal court of common 
law at that particular juncture, by afibrding a greater 
certainty as well to students as the peculiar ministers 
of each court where to exercise themselves, gave rise 
to the inns of court in its neighboiu*hood, collecting 
thereby the whole body of common lawyers, who 
would most likely then begin to fix and settle in cer- 
tain places and stations most proper for their studies, 
conference, and practice. 

And that this was the fact, and that these places 
were near the courts, we have the evidence of a pre- 
cept of that age, which prohibited that the study of 
the law should be in any other places but at these inns 
of court. For there were before that time, it seems, 
some schools set up in the city for reading and teach- 
ing the laws ; but the king (Henry III.) thought fit 
to have them restrained by proclamation, as appears 
by this record about the 28th of this reign : 

Mandatum est maiori et vicecomit. London. &c. 

^' Commandment is given to the mayor and sheriff 
of lAmdoTiy that they cause proclamation to be made 
through the whole city, and firmly to forbid, that no 
one should set up schools in the said city, and teach 
the laws there for the time to come ; and if any shall 
set up such schools there, they cause them to 
cease without delay. Witness the king at Basing, 
December 2 '.'' 
^ Aiid that these studies might be there prosecuted 

» Stiypc's Stowc. 
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the more regularly, Edward L in the 20th of his 
reign^ '^ did especially appoint John de Metingham 
(then lord chief justice of the court erf* common pleas) , 
and the rest of his fellow-justices (of titiat court)> that 
they, according to thdr discretions, should provide and 
ordain, from every county, certain attomies and 
lawyers of the best and most apt for their learning 
and ^kill, who might do service to his court and 
people ; and that those so chosen on/y, and no other, 
^ould follow Ivs court, aiid transact the affairs there- 
in, the said king and his council then deeming the 
number of seven stx>re to be sufEcient for that em- 
ployment * ; but it was left to the discretion of the 
said justit^es to add to that number, or diminish, as 
they should see fit/* 

We may thus conclude, though, the registers being 
lost, we have no memorial of the direct time, nor ab- 
solute certainty of the places, that the establishment 
of inns of court was soon after this time completely 
effected. 

In the reign of Edward III, there is express men- 
tion of these legal seminaries (and it is the first which 
occurs) in a demise from the lady Clifford of the 
house near Fleet Street, called Clifford's Inn, ap- 

• In 1454 an act of parliament notices, <* that there had used for- 
merly six or eight attomies only, for Suffolk, Norfolk, and Norwich, 
together ; that this number was now increased to more than eighty, 
most of whom being not of sufficient knowledge, came to fairs, 5cc. 
&c. inciting the people to suite, for small trespasses, &c. &c ; 
wherefore there shall be hereafter but six for Suffolk, six for Norfolk, 
and two for the city of Norwich."— >f«^rrwi'/ Chron, Hhu of Great 
Jfriiaiuy book ii. p. Z48. 
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apprenticiis de banco i by which is meant^ to th6 
lawyers belonging to the court of common pleas* 
In the same reign mention is again made of such inns 
or hostels in a quod ei deforciat to an exception 
taken. It was answered by sir Ric. de fVUUnighby 
(then a learned justice of the common pleas), and 
William Skipwith (afterwards also one of the justices 
of that court) 9 ^^ that the same was no exception in 
that courts although they had often heard the same 
for an exception, amongst the apprentices in hostells 
or innsy 

These inns, or hostels ^ as they were anciently 
called, were from their first institution divided into 
two sorts, denominated inns of courts and inns of 
chancery. The former were so named from the 
students in them being to serve the courts of judica- 
ture, or because these houses anciently received the 
sons of noblemen and the better sort of gentlemen, 
" who (says Fortescue) did there not only study the 
laws to serve the courts of justice and profit their 
country, but did further learn to dance, to sing, to 
play on instruments , on the ferial days, and to study 
divinity on the festival y using such exercises as they 
did who were brought up in the king*s court :" so 
that these hostels being nurseries or seminaries of the 
court, taking their denomination of the end where- 
fore they were instituted, were called inns of court *• 

* ItiHy being the old English i^ord for the house or reddence of a 
nobleman, and of Uie same signification wiUi the French bottei^ or 
hoUh 

^ Dugdale. This seems a strained interpretation. Inns of cottEt» 
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The latter were called inns of chancery, probably 
because they were appropriated to such clerks as 
chiefly studied the forming of writs, which was the 
province of the cursitors, who are officers of chancery^ 
and such as belong to the courts of common pleas 
and king's bench ^. These formerly were a sort of 
preparatory houses for younger students, as well as 
for such forming of writs above mentioned, and many 
were entered here before they were admitted to the 
inns of court. ^* Quia studentes, &c." says Fortescue, 
" because the students in them are for the greater part 

we may suppote» riather derived their name from being places of study 
preparatory to practising in the courts of law ; which courts of law 
or justice were themselves, as we have seen, anciently held in the auU 
ttgiay or court of the king's palace. 

* An additional evidence is afforded, says Dugdale, that the inns of 
chancery were so called, because they were anciently hospicia for the 
clerks of chancery, if we allow that inn of chancery, situate near St. 
Andrew's church in Holbom, now denominated Davyejj or Thav^ej 
Inn, to be the same which is mentioned in the fine-roll of ii Ed. III. ; 
which is extremely probable, considering the little difference in pro- 
nunciation betwixt Tra'vers and Tbayves* 

** Rex omnibus ad quos, &c. Sdatis, quod de gratia nostdi sped- 
aU commisimus dilecGs dericis nostris de cancellaria, Thomas de 
Elingham, et Roberto de Kettleseye, illas domos, cum pertinentiis, in 
parochia S. Andrex in Holbume, in suburbiis London, quae fiierunt 
Johannis Travers defiincti ; et quae, pro debitis et compotis, in quibut 
idem Johannes nolns.tenebatur die qui obiit, tarn de tempore quo 
fuit constabularfus noster, et dilecti Edwardi nuper regis Angliae pa^ 
tris nostri Burdegaliae, quam aliunde, in manu nostra exist unt : ha- 
bendos et tenendos eisdem Thomas et Roberto, et eorum alteri, 
quamdiu illas in manu nostra, vel bseredum nostrorum, occasione de* 
bitorom et computorum-praedictorum, nol?is vel haeredibus nostris 
prsedictis non redditorum contingent remanere. Reddendo, 8cc, 
duas marcas per annum, &c. In cujus, &c. Teste custode Angliat 
apud. Windesore 8*. die Septcmbris."— Or;j:i«rj Juridulaleu . 
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young men learning the first dements of the law ( 
and becoming good proficients therein^ as th^ 
grow up^ are taken into the greater hostels^ which are 
called inns of court/* 

The study of the law being anciently held in high 
estimation^ the inns of courts as the chief schools for 
that study, were then only accessible to men of 
rank and fortune. *' In these greater hostells^** says 
the above author, '* no student can be maintained at 
less charge yearly than Ixxx scutes (twenty marks, a 
great sum in those days) ; and if he had a servant 
with him, as many of them have, then is his chaige 
the greater : so that by reason of this great expense, 
the sons of gentlemen do only study the law in these 
hostells, the vulgar sort of people being not able to 
undergo so great a charge ; and merchants are seldom 
willing to lessen their traffic thereby/* 

Feme, formerly a student in the Inner Temple, in 
his treatise, entitled, " The Glory of Generosity," 
expresses himself to the same purpose : ^^ Nobleness 
of blood, joined with virtue, counteth the person as 
most meet to the enterprising of any public service ; 
and for that cause it was, not for nought, that our 
ancient governors in this land did, with a special fore- 
sight a:nd wisdom, provide, that none should be admit- 
ted into the houses of court, being seminaries send- 
ing forth men apt to the government of justice^ ex- 
cept he were a gentleman of blood. And that this 
may seem a truth, I myself have seen a calendar of all 
those which were together, in the society of one of 
the same houses, about the last year of king Henry V. 
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with the arms of their house and family, marshalled 
by their names: and I assure you the self-same 
monument doth both approve them all to be gentle* 
tnen of perfect descents, and also the number of them 
much less than now it is, being at that time in one 
house scarcely threescore ^.'* 

In the time of Fortescue above quoted, who was 
chief justice of the king's bench in the reign of 
Henry VI., the inns of court or hostels flourished 

^ The stiuknts in the inas of court were anciently called apprentUu 

ncbilhrejf as appears from the Annals of Thomas of Walsingham, 

whoy mentioning the plundering of the lawyers of the Temple» has 

these words : ** etiam locum qui 'vocatur Temple Bar» in quo affraiiicii 

jurii morabantur n(AiHortt% irruenmt** 

This name» derived from the French verb afprendrcy to learn, was 
then attributed to students of the law, but is now taken for a double 
reader. The term apprentice is likewise mentioned in the year-4)ook» 
of Edward III. where it is said, et pus une i^prentije demands &c. 
In the same year-books, reg. 29. f. 47. b. upon an exception taken at 
the bar by Ingelby, Wilby and Skypwith answered, that it was never 
an exception taken in that place ; but they had heard it often times, 
entre les apprentices en bostelU. By this it rather seems that i^rentijg 
merely signifies a pleader ; so also in % Hen. VI. where it is said« 
" U/ie apprentise nnen en le commen bankcy^ which is somewhat observ- 
able, because now none but seijeants at law do come to that bar ; un- 
less the expression was then synonymous with seijeant, which some 
circumstances render probable : for Walter Askham, who was made a 
Serjeant at law, xa Hen. IV. had the title of apprentise attributed to 
him, 4 Hen. V. upon the demise of Serjeants' Inn in Chancery Lane at 
that tune : the words are these, ** An. 14x6, pro Farjndon^s Inn in 
Chancelars Lane, dimissio Rogero Horton et Will. Cheney justici- 
ariis, &c. Waltero Askham, aprentisio legis, ad viA xiii/. \\i\dJ* 

But if the word aprentise had that acceptation then, it had not some 
time before : for in an. 1363, 37 Edw. III. it is said by one of our hi^ 
torians, ** About this time was an ordinance and statute made, that 
the Serjeants and prentyses at law should plead their pleas in their 
mother tongue," &c. 
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much ; for there were then belonging to the lawyers* 
university, he tells us, fmir inns of court (the same 
now in being), each containing two hundred persons; 
and ten inns of cliancery, and in each of them one 
hundred persons/' This was two more than at pre- 
sent, there being now but eight, and of those only one 
of the same which were then, viz. Clifford's Inn. 

There is a tradition, says Dugdale, that in times 
past there was one inn of court at Dowgate called 
Johnson's Inn ; another in Fewter Lane, and another 
ill Pater-noster Row ; which last is endeavoured to 
be proved, beaiuse it was next to St. Paul's church, 
where each lawyer and seijeant at his pillar heard his 
client's cause, and took notes thereof upon his knee, 
as they do in Guildhall to this day : and that after 
the Serjeants feast ended, they do still go to Paul's 
in their habits, and there choose their pillar whereat 
to hear their client's cause (if any come), in memory 
of that old custom. But if we may rely upon the 
testimony of sir John Fortescue, this tradition will 
prove but a mere conceit ; for he tells us, that the 
inns of court and chancery were then (as they are 
now) placed out of the city and noise thereof in the 
suburbs of London : ** Skiuitur etiam studium illud 
locum curiarum illarum et civitatem Londiniy'* &c. 
But the number of these inns, as well as their an- 
cient state and ceremonies, "is more circumstantially 
detailed by Stowe ; with whose observations, 03 ge- 
nerally applicable, we shall close the chapter. 

" There is in and about this citie a whole univer- 
sity as it were of students, practisers or pleaders, and 
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judges of the lawes of this realme^ not living of com-r 
mon stipends as in other universities it is for the 
most part done^ but of their owne private mainte^ 
nance^ as being altogether fed either by their places 
or practice^ or otherwise by their proper revenues, or 
exhibition of parents and friends; for that the 
younger sort are either gentlemen, or sons of gentle^ 
men, or of other most wealthy persons. Of these 
houses there be at this day fourteen in all, whereof 
nine doe stand within the liberties of this citie, and 
five in the suburbs thereof. 

*^ There was sometime an inne of sajjeants ill Old- 
borne, as ye may read of Scroop's Inne, over against 
Saiiit Andrew's church. 

*' TOiere was also one other inne of chancery, called 
Ghester^s Inne, for the neereness to the bishop of 
Chester's house, but more commonly termed Strand 
Inne, for that it stood in Strand Street, and neere 
unto Strand Bridge without Temple Barre, in the 
liberty of the dutchie of Lancaster. This inne of 
chancery, with other houses neere adjoyning,' were 
pulled downe in the reign of Edward the Sixt, by Ed- 
ward duke of Sommerset, who, in place thereof, raised 
that large and beautifull house, bpt yet unwished, 
called Sommerset-house. 

** There was moreover, in the reign of king Henrie 
the Sixt, a tenth house of chancery, mentioned by 
justice Fortescue in his booke of the lawes of Eng- 
land ; but where it stood, or when it was abandoned, 
I cannot iinde, and therefore I shall leave and retume 
to tiie rest. 



174 ANTiaUITIKS OF THB 

** The houses of court be replenished, partly with 
young students, and partly with graduates and prac* 
tisers of the law ; but the innes of chancery, being (as 
it were) provinces severally subjected to the innes of 
court, be chiefly iilled with officers, attumeys, solli* 
citers, and olarkes, that follow the courts of the 
king's bench and common pleas : and yet there want 
not some other, beeing young students, and that c^me 
thither sometimes from one of the universities, and 
sometimes immediately from grammar schools ; and 
these having spent some time in studying upon the 
first elements and grounds of the law, and having 
performed the exercises of their own houses (called 
baltas^ mootes, and putting of cases), they proceed to 
be admitted, and become students in some of these 
foure houses or innes of court, where continuing by 
the space of seven years, or thereabouts, th^ fre- 
quent readings, meetings, boltings, and other learned 
exercises, whereby growing ripe in the knowledge of 
the lawes, and approved withall to be of honest con- 
versation, they are either by the general consent of 
the benchers or readers (being of the most ancient, 
grave, and judiciall men of every inne of the court, 
or by the speoiall privilege of the present reader 
there), selected and called to the degree of utter 
barresters, and so enabled to be common councellors, 
and to practice the law both in their chambers and at 
tlie barres. 

" Of these, after they be called to a further step of 
preferment, called the bench, there are tvvaine (every 
year) chosen among the benchers of every inne of 
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court to be readers there, who do make their readings 
at two times in the year also ; that is, one in Lent^ 
and the other at the beginning of August, 

*^ And for the help of young students in every of 
the innes of chancery, they do likewise chuse out of 
every inne of court a reader, being no bencher, but 
an utter ^barrester there of ten or twelve yeers con- 
tinuence, and of good profite in studie. Now from 
these of the same d^ee of councellors or utter bar* 
resters having continued therein the space of fourteen 
or fifteen yeeres at the least, the chiefest and best 
learned are (by the benchers) elected to increase the 
number, as I sayd, of the bench amongst them, and 
so in their time doe become first single, and then 
double readers to the students of those houses of 
court. After which last reading they bee named ap-* 
prentices at the lawe^ and in default of a sufficient 
number of Serjeants at law, these are at the pleasure 
of the prince to be advanced to the places of Ser- 
jeants : but of which number of sergeants, also the 
void place of judges are likewise ordinarily filled^ 
albeit (now and then) some bee advanced by the special 
favour of the prince to the estate, dignitie, and place 
both of seijeant and judge, as it were in otie instant. 
But from thenceforth they hold not any roome in 
those innes of court, by being translated to one of the 
sayd two innes, called Seijeants' Inn, where none but 
the sergeants and judges doe converse* 

" These societies are no corporation, nor have any 
judicial power over the members, but have certain 
orders among themselves, which by consent have the 
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force of laws. For slight offences they are only «r- 
commond ; that is^ put out of commons, which is not 
to eat with the rest in their halls : and for greater, 
they lose their chambers, and are expelled the house ; 
and being once expelled, they are not to be admitted 
by any of the other three societies. 

" The members when they meet at chapel and at 
their hall, or go to any of the courts of judicature, 
wear a grave black robe or gown and a cap, but at 
other times the habit of the gentry. 

" These societies have no lands or revenues, except 
their house ; nor have they any thing to defray the 
charges of the house but what is paid at admittances, 
and quit-rents for their chambers when any fall to the 
house. 

** The gentlemen in these societies may be divided 
into four ranks : I. Benchers ; 11. Utter Barristers ; 
III. Inner Barristers ; IV. Students. 

" Benchers are the seniors to whom the govern- 
ment of the house, and ordering of matters thereof, 
is committed : and out of these a treasurer is yearly 
chosen, who receiveth, disburseth, and accounteth for 
all monies belonging to the house. 

" Utter barresters are such as from their learning 
and standing are called by the benchers to implead 
and argue in the society doubtful cases and questions, 
which are called moots \ and whilst they argue the 
said cases they sit uttermost on the forms of the 
benchers, which they call the bar. Out of these 
mootmen are chosen readers for the inns oi chancery y 
which belong to the inns of court, of which they are 
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members ; where^ in term-time and grand vacations^ 
they argue cases in the presence of attorneys and 
clerks. 

*^ And the rest of the society are accounted inner 
barristers^ who, for want of learning or time, are not 
to argue in these moots ; yet, in a moot before the 
benchers, two of these sitting upon the same form 
with the utter barristers, do for their exercises recite 
by heart the pleadings of the same moot-case in law 
French ; which pleading is the declaration of the said 
moot-case at large ; the one taking the part of the 
plaintiff, and the other of the defendant. For the 
times of these mootings, they divide the year into 
three parts, viz. 1. The learning vacation; 2. the 
term-times ; and, 3. the dead or mean vacation. 

*^ They have two learning vacations, viz. Lent va- 
cation, which begins the first Monday in Lenty and 
continues three weeks and three days ; and summer 
vacation, which begins the Monday afi;er Lammas day, 
and continues also three weeks and three days : and 
hfi these vacations are the greatest conferences and ex*> 
ercises of study. 

^* TheMaimet of the Readings J] — The benchers ap- 
point the utter barristers to read among them openly 
in the hall ; of which he has notice half a year before. 
The first day he makes choice of some act or statute, 
whereupon he grounds his whole reading for that va- 
cation. He redteth certain doubts and questions 
which he hath devised upon the said statute, and de- 
clares his judgment thereon : after whidi one of the 
utter barristers repeateth one question propounded 

N 
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by the reader who did put the case^ and endeavoun 
to confute the objectkms laid against him ; the senior 
barristers and reader one ifter another do dodare 
their opinions and judgments in the same ; and then 
the reader who did put the case endeavours to ooo- 
fute the objections laid a^nst him^ and to oonfirm 
his own opinion : after which the judges and Ser- 
jeants^ if any be there, declare their opinions. 
Then the youngest utter barrister 9gsm rehearsieth 
another case, which is prosecuted as the former 
was. And this exercise continueth daily three or 
four hours. 

" The manner of reading, both in Lent and sum- 
mer vacations, is performed after the same manner : 
and usually out of these readers the seijeants are 
chosen. 

" The Manner of Mooting in the Inns of CourtJ]-^ 
In these vacations, after supper in the hall, the reader, 
with one or two of the benchers, cornea in, to whom 
one of the utter barristers propounds some doubtful 
case ; which being ai^B^ued by the benchers, and lastly 
by him that moved the case, the benchers sit down 
on the bench at the upper end of the hall; and upon 
the form in the nuddle of the hall sit two utter bar* 
risters ; and on both sides of them, on the same 
form, sits one inner barrister, who in law French 
doth dedare to the benchers some kind of action ; 
the one being, as it were, retained for die plaintiff, 
and the other for the defbidant: which ended,' 
the two utter barristers argue such questions as ar^ 
disputable within the said case. After which the 
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benchers do likewise declare their opinions as how 
they take the law to be in these questions. 

*^ The Marmer of Mooting in the Inns of Chancery.'] 
• «— In the learning vacations each utter barrister^ that 
is a reader in the inns of chancery y goes with two 
students of the same inn of court to the inn of chan-^ 
cenfy where he is appointed to read ; and there meet 
him commonly two of each of the inns of courts who 
sUting as the benchers do in the inns of court at their 
moots, they argue and hear the case. 

** In the term-time the only exercises of learning 
are arming and debating cases after dinner, and 
moating after supper, in the same manner as in the 
vacations. . 

^^ The time between the learning vacations and 
terms is called the mean vacation; during which 
time, every day after dinner, cases are argued as at 
other times ; and after supper moots are brought in, 
and pleaded by the inner barristers, in the presence of 
■^ the utter barristers^ which sit there in the room of the 

bendiers, and argued by them as the benchers do .in 
term-time and learning vacations. 

^^ Notey That in the four inns of court before men* 
tioned, there are reckoned to be about 300 students, 
besides the utter barristers and inner barristers. 

^^ During the time of reading, which heretofore 
continued three weeks and three days, the reader 
keeps a constant and splendid table ; feasting the no* 
bility, judges, bishops, principal officers of state, the 
chief gentry, and sometimes the king himself ; inso<- 
much that it hath cost a reader above 1000/. . 

n2 
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" Afterwards, he that hath been reader wears a 
long robe, differing from other barristers, and is 
then in a capacity to be made a seijeant at law. 

'' Now all these inns of court and chancery are not 
far distant from one another, and do make the most 
famous profession of the law that is in the world : 
there being so many eminent persons of such sound 
judgment in the knowledge of the law^ and a consi- 
derable number of them the sons of gentlemen and 
persons, of quality.*' 

Tliese mootings or disputations in the inns of 
court and chancery have been long since disused. 
Danby Pickering, esq. of Gray*s Inn, was the last 
who voluntarily resumed them ; but they were of no 
continuance, and, at the present day, so much has 
the course of legal education changed, that scarcely 
any of the ancient customs mentioned by Stowe and' 
the preceding authors, are known, except as matters 
of curiosity, in which light they will be treated of in 
the following pages. It may be worth a question, 
however, before we close this chapter (though the 
grand Christmassings and other romantic festivals 
might be dispensed with), whether the total rejection 
of every restraint in professed seminaries of instruc- 
tion is an improvement or a disadvantage ? There 
are certainly many objections to the mode of educa- 
tion now in use for attaining the knowledge of a 
science so difHcult and complicate as the law, the 
abstruser parts of which are rarely to be acquired in 
an attorney's office, in copying precedents and at- 
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tending the common routine of business'. The 
subject is of importance, and merits consideration. 

* Some of the following hintSy on legal cducationi which appeared 
in a letter addressed to the editor of the Gentleman's Magazine, 
strike us as judicious and pertinent. 

*^ The first point T shall take into consideration is the utility of 
attending a special pleader's office, and with what previous prepara- 
tion such an attendance might be with advantage to the pupil. He 
must be a person of extraordinary industry and application who can 
derive much information in such an office^ with the total legal ig* 
norance with which nine out often of those that enter one are gene* 
rally possessed. And it is a matter of astonishment how so many 
have made it a step to profit and honours, when we consider the 
situation of a young man who is placed there. A raw youth, from 
school or college, is sent to a special pleader's for three or four years, 
where, for a premium of one hundred guineas per annumf he is 
allowed a seat at a desk, with the privilege of copying special plead- 
ings, or leaving them alone: the latter he is naturally enough inclined 
to do ; and when we add to this propensity the dryness of the em- 
ployment, a want of all previous knowledge of the subject, and of a 
person to instruct him in the nature and grounds of this extremely 
difficult science (for a special pleader of eminence, and consequently 
in great business, cannot be supposed to have sufficient leisure to 
direct the studies and pursuits of his pupils), and a total want of all 
control or authority, can we be surprised at seeing the box lobby, 
the opera. Bond Street, and every place of public entertainment 
continually haunted with law students, there wasting in idle, if not 
pernicious pleasures, those precious hours, which devoted to study 
and the pursuits of their profession, intermixed with instruction and 
wholesome recreation, might gain them the well-earned approbation 
of theur own consciences, and the esteem and confidence of their 
fellow-citizens^ Should there happen to be several pupils in the 
same office, as is frequently the case, even the labour of copying 
(uninstructive and barren as it is) is at a stand, and the comparative 
merits of a Parisot and a Hilligsberg, a Banti and a Mara, Covent 
Garden and Drury Lane, and the daslnng operations of the approach^ 
ing Sunday, supersede all employment, as well as every topic of 
rational conversation* 

M 3 <« The 
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CHAP. II. 

« 

THE INNER TEMPLE. 

The Temple is well known to have taken its name 
from that gallant religious military order^ the knights 
templars^ who came into England in the reign of 

^ The course of study, therefore^ that stril^es me as the most 
eligible to attain the qualifications necessary for the profession of a 
barrister, and the ntost likely to render the path of legal knowledge 
less thorny and laborious; nay, even strew some flowers in that 
barren and inauspicious road ( but which I with diffidence submit to 
the consideration of wiser men than myself in the science of educa- 
tion ; and which, as in almost direct opposition to the dictum of the 
immortal Blackstone (whom no student but must revere, and who is 
above all gratitude, aa he is above all praise), cannot but be advanced 
with all that hedtation and embarrassment which a scholar must feel 
in combatting his master's favourite proposition : this course then 
would be, after having given my pupil the usual education that a 
good grammar-school affords, and made him complete master of the 
French and Latin langt^ages, in the intervals of which study, and aa 
an assistance to it, an arrangement of such law maxims * as have any 
pretence to purity of diction, and other books of that nature, might 
be put into his hands, to bring him acquainted with some of the 
leading features of the law, and enable him to read ^th greater 
pleasme and improvement Blackstone's Commentaries, which is one 
of the very first books that should be put into his hands. Having 
thus given him some insight into the nature of the law, I must con- 
fess I do not think any step more proper to be taken, either with a 
view of increasing his stock of knowledge, or as calculated to give 
him a proper idea, accompanied with habits of budness, than to place 
him at nxteen years of age in the office of an attorney of general 

* For instance, a very useful little book of the Icind, cidled Prineifia LegU 
^ ^wtat'uj^ by Thomaa Branch, caq. umo. i7$3k* 
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Stq>hen. Their first house was in Holbom^ near ^ 

the site of the present Southampton Street, and was tSutUn^ 
called the Old Temple ; but in the succeeding reign 
they begun the foundation of a nobler structure, 
opposite the end of Chancery Lane, then called New 

practice for three yearsy not to copy the trash that abounds there 
(among which may be reckoned a great deal of special pleading), but 
to see the mode in which business is carried on, the diflPerent offices 
through which a cause pastes, and to trace it praptic^y from the 
writ to the verdict* He may there likewise, at. his leisure hours, take 
precedents and notes in the particular line for which he is intended, 
and read the best elementary and theoretical treatises of the law, such 
as Woodson's Vinerean Lectures, Fonblanque's Treatise of Equity, 
and Reeves's History of the English Laws (which last, dry and repul- 
.sive as it certainly is, may be considered as an indispensable prepara- 
tive to the well understanding of Coke), till he finds himself compe- 
tent to the perusal of the Commentary on Littleton, and the other 
works of that great ornament of English jurisprudence, lord chief 
justice Coke. These latter I would not have him hastily attempt } 
for should he then find himself uneqxial to the task, he might relin- 
quish it with disgust, that might deter him from the attempt 
anothar time, when he would find himself better able to understand 
them. He should therefore wait with patience till he finds himself 
capable of bestowing all that attention on them which they fully re- 
quire. In fine, when he should have acquired habits of steadiness 
and application, which would render him superior to the dissipationf 
and frivolities of that sink of iniquity the metropolis, which draws so 
many young men, formed for a higher sphere of action, into its 
destructive vortex, to the complete disappointment of their friends, 
and to their own Ultimate regret and vexation ; and not till then 
would I place him with a special pleader, for three years more, to 
copy precedents and draw pleadings, the reason and grounds of 
which he would now understand, to read all the modem and a few * 
andent reporters, and such other books as his own judgment will 
now point out to him ; and if at tde end he does not find himself 
equal to the duties of a counsellor, he must, by persevering in- 
dustry and assiduity, gain what has been denied him by nature^ 
either in' quickness of perception or retention of memory/' 

N 4 
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Street, which, to distinguish it from the former, was 
called the New Temple. This occupied all that space 
of ground from the monastery of the Carmelites, or 
White Friars, in Fleet Street, westward to Bssex 
House, without Temple Bar, where Essex Street 
now stands, and some part of that too, as appears by 
the first grant of it to sir William Paget, by 
Henry VUI \ 

The knights templars were originally crusaders, 
who happening to be quartered in places adjacent to 
the Holy Temple at Jerusalem, in 1 1 18^ consecrated 
themselves to the service of religion by deeds of 
arms ; Hugh Paganus, or Pain, Geoffery de St. Au- 
domare, or St. Omer's, and seven others, begun the 
order, by binding themselves to live in chastity and 
obedience after the manner of the regular canons of 
St. Augustine, " and to renounce their own proper 
wills for ever.** Their first profession was to protect 
such pilgrims as should come to visit the sepulchre 
from all wrong and violence on the road. 

At first they had no settled habitation, subsisted 
on alms, and had only one horse between two of 
them ; which latter circumstance tliey commemorated ' 
on their seal, till at length Baldwin king of Jaiisalem 
granted them a residence near his palace. This 
gift the canons of the Holy Temple augmented, by 
assigning them a street to build their ofifices on ; and 
the patriarch, king, and nobles, gave them certain 
revenues out of their lordships. Ten years afterwards 
they had a rule appointed them, by jpope Honorius 11^ 

^ Pat. a £d. 6. 
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and wore a white habit, to which, as their numbers 
increased, was added by Eugenius, as a distinction, 
a cross of red cloth on the left shoulder ; and on 
account of the vicinity of their original mansion to 
the Temple at Jerusalem, they were called knights 
of the Temple, 

Thes6 knights, by their devotion and the fame of 
their gallant actions, soon became popular in all parts 
of Europe ; noblemen of the first rank joined the 
order ; they built numerous monasteries or temples, 
and were so enriched by the fivour of princes and 
other great men, that at the time of their, dissolu- 
tion they were found to be possessed of sixteen thou« 
sand manors, besides other property. They enter* 
tained, in the most magnificent manner, the nobi- 
lity, foreign ambassadors, and frequently the prince 
himself; and at last became so infected with pride 
and luxury, as to excite a general hatred. Matthew 
Paris severely satirizes them on this account, as well 
as for their inordinate accumulation of wealth and 
honours ; who being so poor at first, says he, that 
they had but one horse to serve two of them, in 
token of which, they gave in their seal two men 
riding on one horse, yet suddenly are grown so in- 
solent as to despise other orders^ and rank themselves 
with noblemen. 

Their riches, which was their chief crime, occa- 
sioned their ruin. A persecution, founded on most 
unjust and fictitious accusations, was formed against 
them in France by Philip le Bel, which example 
was soon followed in other countries. In 1310^ a 
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provindal council was held against them^ at their 
house in London, upon articles of heresy and other 
crimes, most of which they denied ; but confessing 
they could not purge themselves fully, as faultlessy 
they were condemned to perpetual penance in several 
monasteries, and their possessions seized to the 
crown. In France their treatment was still more 
cruel: no less than fifly-four, or, according to 
Fabian, Mxty, were burnt alive, by order of Philip. 
Numbers of these innocent and heroic knights suf- 
fered in the flames with the piety and constancy- of 
mart} rs : some of them at the stake summoned their 
chief enemies, Qement V. and Hiilip, to appear in 
a certain time at the divine tribunal ; both of those 
princes died about the time prescribed, which, in an 
age of superstition, proved their validity. But to 
return. 

Hie templars seated themselves at the New 
Temple, before mentioned^ as is evident from the 
dedication of their churdi, in the year 1185; where 
they continued till the suppression of their order, in 
1310. Between these two periods it was again dedi - 
cated, viz. in 1 240, probably on account of the greater 
part being re-edified. On the dissolution, the estates^ 
together with the house in London, devolving upon 
the crown, Edward II. in 1313, bestowed the latter 
on Hiomas earl of Lancaster. After that nobleman^s 
attsunder, a grant was made to Adomar, or Aimer de 
Valence earl of Pembroke, by the same monarch, of 
^^ the whole place and houses called the New Temple, 
at London, with the ground called Fiquet's Croft,. 
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and all the tenemtots and rents with the appurte- 
nances that belong to the templars in the city of 

• London and suburbs thereof^ with the land called 
Flete Croft, part of the possessions of the said New 
Temple/' 

Prom Aimer de Valence this structure came into 
the possession of Hugh le Despencer the younger ; 
and on his execution, in the first year of Edward III. 
the right once more reverted to the crown. Here it 
would probably have continued ; but by a decree, 
which bestowed generally the lands of the templars 
upon the hospitals of St. John of Jerusalem, the 
above monarch granted this mansion to the knights 
of that order in England. These possessed it in the 
1 8th year of his reign, when they were forced to 
repair the Temple bridge ; but they soon after de- 
mised it for the rent of ten pounds per annum, to cer- 
tarn students of the common law, who are supposed 
to have removed from Thaive*s Inn, in Holbom. 

Before we finish the history of the Temple, as a 
monastic institution, it may be necessary to remark, 
that such was its rank and importance, that not only 
parliaments and general councils frequently assembled 
there, but it was a sort of general depositary or 
tr^sury for the greatest persons in the nation, as 
well as the place where many of the crown jewels 
were kept. Matthew Paris informs us, that, in the 
year 1232, Hubert de Burgh earl of Kent, being 
prisoner in the Tower of London, the king 
(Henry III.) was informed that he had considerable 
wealth laid up in the New Temple, under the custody 
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of the templars^ which being desirous to appropriate 
to his own use, he sent for the master of the Temple, 
and questioned him respecting it, who confessed that 
money ha:d been delivered into the custody of himself 
and brethren, but he was unacquainted with the ex- 
tent of the sum, and. could by no means deliver it 
into the king's hands, without the especial license of 
him who committed it to ecclesiastical protection. 
On this the king's treasurer and justiciar of the ex- 
chequer was sent to require a resignation from 
Hubert, who complying with the unjust demand, 
the keys were presented by the knights ; and Henry, 
after commanding an exact inventory to be taken of 
the treasure, seized on the whole, consisting, besides 
ready money, of vessels of gold and silver, and 
many precious stones of considerable value. 

In 1245, pope Innocent's nuncio- resided in the 
New Temple, where was commanded to be brought 
him the sum of six thousand marks, to be raised 
from the English bishoprics, but which king Henry 
forbade. 

In 1283, Edward I. taking with him Robert 
Waleran and others, came to the Temple, where 
calling for the keeper of the treasure-house, as if he 
intended to see his mother's jewels, which were there 
kept, he gained admittance to the house, broke open 
the coffers of different persons who had placed their 
money there for safety, and illegally took away one 
thousand pounds. 

In the rebellion of Wat Tyler the Temple suffered 
much, the property of the students being plundered. 
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and almost every book and record destroyed and 
burnt ^. This makes much of the history of the 
Temple, after it became appropriated to the study of 
the law, rest on tradition : the general truth of the 
foregoing statement, however, as &r as it respects 
that period, may be ascertained from various circum- 
stances ; particularly from a passage in the Prologue 
of the old poet, Chaucer, who was himself a student 
in this house. 

A manciple there was of the Temple, 
Of which all catours might takeii ensample. 
For to been wise in buying of witaile ; 
For whether he payd or tooke by taile, 
Algate he wayted so in bis ashate. 
That he was aye before in good estate. 
Now is not that of God a full faire grace. 
That such a leude man's wil shall pace 
The wisdome of an heape of learned men. 
Of masters had he more than thrice ten. 
That were of law expert and curious. 
Of which there was a dosen in that house 

« 

* The rebels went to the Temple, says an ancient manuscript, 
'* ct jetteront les measons a le terre et avegheront tighles issint que 
ils fairont coverture en mal array et alleront en I'esglise, et priste- 
ront touts les liveres et rolls de remembrances que furont ou lour 
huches ddns le Temple de apprentices de la ley, et porteront en le 
haut chimene et les arderont." Thomas ofWalsingham, speaking of 
the mischief these miscreants did in plundering and burning of the 
Savoy, then the noble palace of John of Gaunt duke of Lancaster, 
says, quUnu pcrpetrath satis malitiose etiam locum qui vacatur Temple 
Ba/Tf in quo apprenticii juris morabantur noMiores, diruerunt ob tram 
quam ctmceperant centra Robertum de Halesy magistrum bospitalis Sancti 
Jobannis (de quo prsfati sumus)y ubi plura munimcnta qu4g Juridici in 
cujtodia babutnmt igne consumptA sunt* 
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Worthy to been stewardi cl rent and land . 

Of any lord that is in England, 

To iftaken him live by his proper good. 

In honour debtless ; but if he were wood. 

Or live as scarcely as him list desire. 

And able to hetpen all a shire; 

In any case that might fatten or hap. 

And yet the manciple sett all her capp* 

Soon after the damage committed by Wat Tyler, 
but at what particular period is not known, the 
students in this seminary so br increased in number 
as to occasion their division into two separate bodies, 
called the sodety of the Inner Temple, and the society 
of the Middle Temple, who had two halls, &c. ; but 
continued to * hold their houses as tenants to the 
knights hospitalers, till the general suppression, in 
the reign of Henry VIII, and, after this event, for 
some time, of the crown, by lease. 

In the 6th year of the reign oi James L the 
whole of the buildings of the two Temples were 
granted by letters patent, bearing date at Westmin- 
ster, J 3th August, by the name of Hospida et ca^ 
pitalia messuagia cognita per nomen de le Inner 
Temple et le Middle Temjde sive Novi Temple, 
London, to sir Julius Csesar, knight, then chancellor 
and under-treasurer of the exchequer, sir Henry 
Montague, knight, recorder of London, William 
Towse and Richard Daston, esqrs* treasurers of the 
said irms of court, and sir John Boyse, knight, 
Andrew Grey, Thomas Farmer, Ralph Radcliff^ 
and others, esqrs. then benchers of these houses ; to 
have and to hold the said mansions, with the gar- 
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dens^ &c. and appurtenanoes^ unto the said sir Julius 
Caesar^ sir Henry Monti^e^ and the rest above 
mentioned^ their heirs and assigns^ for ever^ for 
lodgings^ reception and education of the profes- 
sors and students of the laws of this realm ; yield- 
ing and paying to the said king^ his heirs and 
successors^ at the receipt of his exchequer^ viz. f<xr 
the mansion called the Inner Temple the sum of ten 
pounds yearly^ and for the Middle Temple ten 
pounds yearly also^ at the feast of St. Michael the 
archangel^ and the Annimciation of our Lady^ by 
equal portions^ &c. 

£ui7(im^^.]— Of the ancient buildings^ the only ^ 
part at present remaining is the church. This was 
founded by the templars in the reign of Henry IL 
upon the model of that of the holy sepulchre at 
Jerusalem (the general plan of alL their diurches)^ 
and was consecrated in 1185^ by Heraclius patriarch 
of Jerusalem. The latter circumstance was formerly 
commemorated by an inscription over the little door 
next the cloister, which was removed on the church 
being repaired some years since ; but is accurately 
copied in Strype's edition of Stowe*s Survey of Lon- 
don. It is in old Saxon capitals, engraved within a 
half circle, and not only denotes the year when the 
church was dedicated, &c. as above, but to whom, 
viz. the blessed Virgin, and finishes with the in- 
dulgence of sixty days pardon to such, who, according 
to the penance enjoined them, resorted there an- 
nually. The old hall, which was a later structure, 
and supposed by Dugdale, from the form of the 
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windows^ to be about the age of Edward III. was 
pulled down to make room for the present su]»taiiT 
tial fabric. This^ though a fine rooin^ is compara- 
tively small: it is ornamented with emblematical 
paintings by sir James Thomhill/imd full length por- 
traits of the celebrated Littleton, who died in 1481, 
and his commentator Coke, a distinguished lawyer 
and judge in the reigns of James J. and Charl^ L 
Besides these, there are portraits of' other particular 
judges deserving of remembrance. 

Besides the hall and church, the Inner Temple con- 
tains a good library, open to students and others on 
application to the librarian from ten in the morning 
till one ; and in the afternoon, from two till six. 
The other buildings consist of several extensive oDurts 
or squares, some of larger, some of lesser dimen- 
sions, and all surrounded by houses or chambers well 
inhabited. A beautiful garden on the Thames side, 
chiefly covered with greensward, and having a spa- 
cious gravel walk or terrace on the water's edge, 
fronts the hall. This is laid out with great taste, and 
kept in perfect order, and in summer-time forms a 
crowded promenade ; from whence the view up iand 
down the water is extremely rich. Blackfriars bridge, 
part of Westminster bridge, and the elegant back 
front of Somerset house, with the winding Thames, 
the opposite busy shore, and the beautiful swell 
of the distant Surry hills ; all together form an 
assemblage of objects unrivalled in variety and mag- 
nificence. Before the hall itself is a broad paved ter- 
race, excellently adapted for the purposes of walking 
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and conversation when the gardens are not suffi- 
ciently dry. 

Though thq greater part of the buildings in the 
Temple, both Inner and Middle, that is to say, the 
chambers; are handsome and convenient, and excel- 
lently adapted to the purposes for whidi they are des- 
tined ; yet being of bride, and chiefly of modem date, 
they have nothing in their appearance to interest but 
their neatness and unifcnmity* Each house, consist- 
ing of several sets of chambers, is ascended by a com- 
mon staircase in the manner of the houses at Paris 
and Edinburgh ; and each set of chambers usually 
occupies a floor, the rents of which difier in propor- 
tion to their situation, si^e, elegance, &c. 

The various divisions of the buildings in the Tem- 
ple for the most part retain the names of their 
founders, diough others are denominated from their 
vicinity to the principal offices, and other circum- 
stances; as the King's Bench JValk^ from being situ- 
ated near the King*s Bench Office, Churchyard Court, 
from adjoining the churchyard, &c. The particu- 
lars of these, with severed other erections now dcr 
stroyed, as recorded in the registers of the house, 
are given in the Origines Juridtdalesy and are as 
follows : 

" The wall betwixt the Thames and the garden was 
begun in l6 Hen. VIII. Mr. John Pakington (after- 
wards Serjeant at law) and Mr. Rice being appointed 
overseers of the work. This Mr. Pakington was 
treasurer ha'e, in 20 Hen. VIII. and caused the hall 
to be tiled. He also built divers chambers between 
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the libraiy and Barington^s Rents^ and gave lO/t tq 
the treasury ; for which respect it was ordered by the 
society^ 5th of Febr. 25 Hen. VIII. that those ii^w 
chambers should be thenceforth called Faki&gton> 
Rents. The lodgings in that court, now known by 
the name of Tanfeild Court (by reason of sir Laurence 
Tanfeild, chief baron's residence there), were first 
erected by Henry Bradshaw treasurer in 26 H. VIII. r 
whence they were long after called Bradshaw^s Rents. 

^^ In 1 MarisB the kitchen was new-built, every 
knight and double reader being taxed at 10#. to- 
wards the charge thereof; every single reader and 
bencher at 6 s. Sd.; and every utter barnster^ and 
other of this society, at 3^. 4 d. 

^^ In 2 Eliz. were those buildings raised near the 
alienaticMn office, and called Fuller's. Rents, by an 
order of the society 22 Nov. 5 Eiiz. by reason that 
John Fuller was then treasurer. 

'^ In 16 Eliz. the great carved skreen in the hall 
was made, ¥hornas Bromley, then solicitor to the 
queen, being treasurer ; and in 18 Eliz. those build- 
ings paled about, that stood near to the alienation 
office (commonly called the Black Buildings), were 
erected by Mr. Bonham, Mr. Bourchier, and Mr. 
Williams : which buildings were pulled down for en- 
largement of the walks in an. J 663.. 

'^ In IQEHz. the alienation office was built by 
the appointment of Robert Dudley, then earl of 
Leicester. 

^^ In 23 Eliz. those lodgii^ in the Middle Tem^ 
pie Lane, called Crompton's Buildings (in part where- 
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of tbe prptbonottuiiea pfiice of the commQn |dea6 is 
^epit)^ were evected by Thonuis CromptQn^ esq. 4 
inem]^ of thi3 society. 

*^ In 31 Elk. two sides of the garden wereendosed 
with a brick w<ill, ai¥i the posts whereon the twelve 
celestial signs are placed then set up ^ Robert Golding 
being at that time treasurer. 

^' In 38 Eliz. there were divers lodgings of rough- 
cast work buiU betwixt the church and the haU^ on 
the east part of that court ; towards the charge there<» 
of sir Juhus Ca»ar knight, then master of jthe rolls, 
gave 300/. ; in consideration whereof he had poiver 
to admit any gentleman into the society during his 
life : which buildings are still called Caesar's Biildings. 
^^ In 6 Jacobi those lodgings called the Paper 
Buildings, eastwards from the garden, containing 
eighty*eight feet in length and twenty feet in breadth 
(bemg four stories high), were begun by Mr. Edvntrd 
Hayward and some others. 

^^ In 8 Jac. Jcdm Benet, ^eq. then one of his ma* 
jest/s Serjeants at arms> built the gate called the 
Innar Temple Gate. 

'Mn 15 Jac. or shortly after, the brick-buildings 
in the Inner Temple Lane, where the butler^s chamr 
hers are, together with those near Ram Alley ; as also 
the great brick-buildings wherein the king's bench 
office is kept^ and another brick-buildhig in Fig-tree 
Court, were erected, sir Thomas Coventre knight, 
then the king's solidtor-genenil, being treasurer. 

^^ In 18 Jac. the bridge and stairs to the Thames 
were made. 

02 
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'^ In 4 Caroli L the great bridL-buildings over< 
against the garden, as also a new kitchen, together 
with the staircase to that door of the hall towards 
the garden, were erected ; the whole chai^ amount- 
ing to 2700/. sir Richard Shilton knight, then the 
king*s solicitor, being treasurer: and ih the same year 
were more buildings in Fig-tree Court made. 
' «' In 5 Caroli I. the buildings betwixt the hall and 
the new buildings in Fig-tree Court were erected^ 
the same sir Richard Shilton being still treasurer. 

** In 10 Car. 1. the east end of the church was re-i- 
paired, and the little brick-building at the end of the 
alienation office erected. 

*^ In an. 1657 the buildings of brick betwitt the 
Inner Temple Lane and Hare Court were set Up ; and 
in an. 1002, those in Parson's Court near the east end 
of the church/' 

Orders, €^c.]— The following orders and regular 
tions for the better government of this society, and 
whidi contain an interesting picture of andent man- 
ners, are copied from the same work : 

^' In 3 & 4 Phil. & Mar. (23 Maii) there was 
an order made, that thenceforth no attorney or com- 
mon solicitor should be adniitted into this house with- 
out the assent and agreement of their parliament : 
and in 5 Eliz. (19 Nov.) it was also ordered, that 
none should thenceforth be admitted of this fellow- 
ship and company but he that should pay for his ad- 
mittance, to the use of the house and company, 40^» 
'except he were the son of one of the bench or utter 
bar ; or except he were and had be^i'fay the space 6i 
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Me whole year of the company of one of the inns of 
chancery belonging to this house. ^ 

'' In 42 Eliz'. it was further ordered (sciL 8 Febr.) 
that none should be admitted of this society, except 
he were of good parentage, and not of ill beha- 
viour, 

'^ In 36 £li2. there was an order made (24 Junii) 
that no i^lows of this house should admit any per- 
son to lodge in their chambers, except their known 
clerks and servants, upon pain of 40^. to the use of 
the house. 

^^ In 32 Hen. VIII. it was ordered, that if sixteen 
persons, fellows of the house, would after the term * 
keep commons in the house, that thai the officers of 
the house should give their attendance, and they to 
find the officers, and the house to allow them weekly 
towards their chaifjes 6^. 6d. apiece ; this rule bein|^ 
made, as the said order expresseth, because no leam«- 
ing was then kept : and if there were under sixteen 
persons, the commons to break, and the servants tA 
have allowance after 6s^ 8 d. apiece the week ; but if 
imy of them should depart, his allowance to be de^- 
ducted^ . ' 

^Mn 3 <c 4 FhiU U M^ there was an order 
made, that every man called to the. bench should 
keep some learning vacations next after his calling to 
and coming to the bench, upon pain of forfeiture for 
every vacation il. And in 3£li£. (gFebr.) that 
every single reader should be at three moots in. every 
tfsrnoLp and in Michaelmas term at four moots ; and 

m 

^veiy bencfaier not a reader to be at five moots in 

Q3 



108 THB IKVBR TSMFLE; 

evety term^ and in Micfaaeknas term at aix^ npon pain 
of 5 s. every moot. 

'^ Until the second jear of queen Elizabeth's reign, 
this society did use to drink in cups of adven^wood 
(such as are still used in the king's court) ; but then 
those were laid aside, and green eartfven pots intro- 
duced, which have ever since continued* . 

'^ In 6 EHz. (2 Maii) there was an order made^ 
that none should be called to the bar, or received as 
an utter banister in this society, before he hod been 
first called and examined by the whole bench, as by 
a former order made 5 Nov. 3 & 4 Ph. & M. was 
provided : and in 42 Eliz. it was also ordered, that 
Special r^ard should be taken of such as shall be 
called to the bar and bendi for their learning. 

'' In 3 & 4 Ph. & M. (20 Junii) it was ordered, 
that all felbws of this house, being in commons,, 
ahould from time to time come to the church to hear 
divine service, viz. mass, matins, evensongs, &c. as 
befoie that time had been used : as also that every 
fellow of this house, being in commons, or lying in 
the house, should from time to time observe and keep, 
eighteen offering days in the year, according to the 
ancient laudable custom of this house. And in 
42 Eliz. it was further ordered, that all the gentle^ 
men fellows of this society should rqiair to the 
church, and hear divine service and serttions, at dia 
usual dayd end times, unless hindered by sickness or 
some onjtitt reasonable cause ; and that they receive 
ishe cDitttnunion thereiii ollce at the least in every 
year. > 
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^^ In 38 Hen. VIII. (30 Mail) there was an order 
made, that the gentlemen of this company should re- 
form themselves in their cut or disguised apparel, and 
not to have limg beards ; and that the treasiA'eF of 
this society should confer witli the other treasurers of 
oourt for an uniform reformation, and to know th« 
justices' opinion therein, and thereupon to perform 
the same. Whereupon in their p^liament, held 
5 Maii, 1 & a Fh. & M. there was a decree made, 
that no fellow of this house should wear his beard 
gbove three weeks growth^ upon pain of 20$. forfeiture. 

'^ And for their better regulation in appard, it was 
ordered in 36£liz. (16 Junii), that if any fellow in 
commons, or lying in the house, did wear either hat 
or cloak in the Temple churoh, Imll, buttery, kitchen, 
or at the buttery-bar, dresser, or in the garden, he 
should forfeit for every such offence 6^. Sd. And in 
42£liz. (aFebr.),that they go not in cloaks, hats, 
boots, and spurs, into the city, but when they ride out 
of the town. 

<* So also in 36 Eliz. (20 Dec.), that no fdlow of 
this house should come into the hall with any wea- 
pons, except his da^er, or his knife, upon pain of 
forfeiting the sum of S /. 

*^ In 3Jac« (to Maii) it was ordered, that if any 
theiL or thenceforth of this aodety, should be called 
to the bench, at that time being, or that thereafter 
diould be a knight, that notwithstanding such his 
dignity of knighthood, he should take place at the 
b»cb taUe aocordii^ to his andeaty in die house, 
Wd no otherwise. 

o4 
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'^ In 8 Jac. (10 Junii) there was an order made, 
that Thomas Caesar, then one of the benchers of this 
house, notwithstanduig an act made 7 Junii, 5 Jac* 
viz. ^^ that none who should thenceforth be called to 
the bench that had not read should take place of any 
reader, or have voice in parliament;** having not 
read, but fined for not reading, and then called to the 
puisne baron of the exdiequer^ should have his place 
at the bench table, the said order notwithstandii^. 
Also at the parliami^t hdd upon the 6th of Novem- 
ber next following there was, an order made, that John 
Sotherton, one of the barons of the exchequer, being 
called to the bench, should have his place at the 
bench table, above all the readers, in such sort as sir 
Thomas Caesar knight, late puisne baron of the exr 
cheque*, had* 

^* And in the same year it was fikewise oidered 
(10 Mali), that the said Thomas Caesar, then being 
the puisne baron of the exchequer, commonly called 
the baron cursitor, should not be attended to West- 
minster by any but the officers of the exchequer, for- 
asmuch as none but such as are of the coif ought to 
be attended by the fellows of the house. 

^^ In 13 Hen. VIII. in their parliament held 17 
Julii, it was ordered^ that none of the sodety should^ 
within this hpiase^ exercise the play of shfffe^p'ote or 
dyp-grate upon pain of 6^. 8 d. 

** And in Febr. 8 Jac. that for future prevention 
of disorder and. scurrility, no more plays should be in 
this boose upon the feast of All Saints^ or Candle^ 
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mas-dfty; but this order was repealed the 4th of No- 
vember following. 

^^ And for keq>ing good rule in Christmas tirne^ 
these following ordera weie made 7th Nov* 7 Carcdi 
primi : 

*' 1 . That Christmas commons shoul<H9ontina9bj 
the space of three weeks only^ and no longer, ao* 
cording to the ancient usage and custom of tkil 
house* 

'^ 2* That e^eiy week there be three stewards 
chosen for that week, aooording to the old order of 
Christmas, and the innovation of treasurers to be 
abolished. 

*' 3. That every one of those stewards be chosen 
of such of the gentlemen under the bar as have cham* 
bers in the house, who may be re^Kmsible for the 
monies they receive. 

'' 4. That the gentlemen who sliall be stewards 
shall pay the baker, brewer, chandler, and all othcF 
officers that. shall serve the house with necessary pro- 
visions during the time of Christmas. 

^^ 5. That no stranger, nor any of this society that 
had not been in the o dinaiy commons of this house 
within two years then p'lst, or stood put exiraj per 
fi^a^ukltum, or ne recifriaiut^ should be admitted to 
take any repast, ov to be in commons in the time of 
Christmas, or to be priesent at any of the Christmas 
pariiaments. 

^' & That there be no allowance of wine, but only 
one pottle to the steward^s mess, according to the an* 
cifiDt us^ of Chsristims. 
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.^' 7* That there be no drmUng of healihs, nor 
any wine or tobacco uttered or 6old wUhin die 
boose. 

'^ £: Hot there diiaH not be any knodimg with 
boxes, or calling aloud Jbr gamesters* 

^ g. Tbaet no plmy be cootunied widiin the house 
npon any Saturday nighty or upon Ghristraaa eve at 
nighty after .lve/t;e <^ the dock. 

" 10. lliat there be not any going abroad out of 
the ciicnit of tins house^ or nithout sny of the gates, 
^y any lord or other gentkauuit to break open any 
houa^ or dundier ; or to take any thing in the name 
of rent, or of distress. 

. ^' II. That ibr pcventing of quarrels within the 
house, and that general scandal and obloquy which 
Ibe faouae hath heretofore incurred in time of 
Christinas, there shall no gentleman of this house 
aide with any person whatsoever that shall ofier to 
iisturb the peaoe and quiet of the house, but shall 
endeavour to punish them according to the dd cus^ 
torn of the house, and that ik> strangers be suffered 
to come within the hall but audi as shall appear and 
aeem to be of good sort and &^ion.** 

In l6l5, forty gentlemen of the four inns of courts 
of whidi ten were of the society ctf the Inner T^mple^ 
were appointed to be barriers at court in honour of 
prince Charles being created prince of Wales, whtdi 
they performed accordingly, the chaige being de« 
frq^ by a contribution of 30^. from each bencher ; 
every bairiater of aeven years atandii^ 15^. ; and all 
other gentlemen in commons 10s. feaoh. A Qiadl 
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^vms also performed at court by the gentlemen of the 
same society, and of Gray's Inn, at the marriage of the 
lady Elizabeth, daughter to James, to the decto^ 
Frederick : and at Christmas (9 Car. I.) a mask was 
presented to his majesty at the equal diarges of the 
four inns of court ; towards which v^bs contributed 
by every bencher 5 /• ; utter barrister of seven years 
fttanditig 50s. ; and every gentleman under the bar 
40^. ; besides seveml officers larger sums. 

On the 15 th of November (3 Eli«.) the society 
taking into consideration diat the fellowship of the 
Middle Temple (whidi had lost Strand Inn upon thd 
building of Somerset house) having endeavoured te 
take Lyon's Inn from this house, to which it andently 
belonged ; as also that the two chief justices, sir Ro^ 
bert Catlyn and sir James Dyer, had abetted that 
their attempt, and that through earnest intercession 
to the queen by the lord Robert Dudley, afterwards 
earl of Leicester, there was a stop made therein^ 
Ordered and enacted, ^^ that no person or persons of 
this society that then were^ or thereafter might belong 
to the same^ should be^ retaitUfd of counsel against him 
the said Robert or hii heirs, ami that the arms df tkd 
said lord Robert shoidd be set up in some convenieni 
place of their hall as a continual monument of that 
kis lordship'^ favour to them.^ 

At the grand feast kept in the great hall of the 
Inner Temple, in the readership of sir Helieage Finch, 
solicitor-general (1661), the society was honoured 
with a visit from Ae king. Who came in his barge 
^m Whitehldl, adootopanved by the duke of Toii^ 
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and attended by the lord chanodlor, lord treasurer,' 
lord privy seal ; the dukes of Buckingham, Rich« 
mond^ and Ormond ; lord chamberlain of the house-* 
hold ; the earls of Ossory, Bristol^ Berkeley, Fort^ 
land, Stafford, Anglesey, Essex, Bath, and Carlisle i 
the lords Wentworth, Corabury, De la Ware, Ger- 
rard of Brandon, Berkeley of Stratton, and Com-t 
vallis ; the comptroller and yice*<liamberlain of hia 
majesty*s household ; sir William Morioe, one of 
the principal secretaries of state ; the earl of Mid- 
dieton, lord commissioner o( Scotland ; the earl of 
Glencame, lord chancellor of Scotland ; the earls of 
Lauderdale and Newburgh, and other the commis- 
sioners of that kingdom ; with the earl of Kildare 
and other commissioners of Irdand. 

At the stairs where his majesty landed, stood to re- 
ceive him the reader, and the lord chief justice of 
the common pleas, the latter in his scarlet rohe and 
collar of SS« 

On each side, as his majesfy passed, stood thc^ 
reader's servants in scarlet cloaks and wUte tabba 
doublets, there beii^ a way made through the wall 
into the Temple garden ; and aboye them on each 
side the benchers, barristers, and other gentlemen of 
the.sodety, all in their gowns and formalities, *^ the 
loud music playing jfrom the time of his landing till 
he entered the hall, where he was received with 
ttoeniy vioiins, which continued as long as his m^gesty 
staid.*' 

Dimmer was brought up on this occasion by fifty 
select gentlemen of the society in their gowns^ wbft 



Wiuted the whole tirte^ no others appearing in the hall* 
The king and the duke of York sat under a canopy 
of state at a table set at the upper end of the hall, ad* 
vanced three steps above the rest ; the lord chancellor 
-with the rest of the noblemen at a long table on the 
right side of the hall ; and the reader with those of 
the society on the other side. 

On the 8d of November following, to the fiirthef* 
honour of this society, his royal highness the duke of 
York, the duke of Buckingham, the earl of Dorset^ 
and sir William Morice knight, one of his majesty's 
principal secretaries.of state, were admitted members 
of the house ; the duke of York being then called 
to the bar and bench. 

And^ on the 4th of November, 14 Car. IL his 
highness Rupert prince palatine, Thomas earl of 
Cleveland, Joscelyn lord Percy, John lord Berkeley 
of Stratton, with Henry and Bernard Howard of 
Norfolk, were also admitted of this society. 

A114udlown, Candlemas, and Ascension day, were 
anciently kept at this house with great ^laidour ; AH- 
hallown and Candlemas were the chief for cost, solem* 
nity, dancing, revelling, and music, and were con- 
ducted by a master of the revels : the order was as 
ibllows : 

Firsts the solemn revels, after dinner, and the play 
ended, were begun by the whole bouse, judges, Ser- 
jeants at law, boichers, and the utter and inner bar, * 
led by the master of the revels : after this ceremo;iy 
one of the gentlemen of the utter bar was chosen to 
sing a song to the judges^ seijeants, or masters of the 
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Iffifi^f wlbich ir«s iwudly perfonned ; or in defeolt 
pf ity waft an aqMrciament. Then the judges and 
bisqchers top^ thdr plaoea, and sat down at the upper 
^ixi of tbe haM ; which done, the utter barristers and 
iPHier banirters performed a second solemn revel be- 
£)re them. This ended, the utter barristers took 
their places and sat down ; and some of the gentle- 
men <>f the inner bar presented the house with 
d(t$icingy which was called the poH revels. These 
dances were continued till the>udges or bench thought 
proper to rise and depart* 

The person i4)poioted steward^ whose province it 
was to provide for these enteritainments^ was by his 
office an esquire, and as such was entitled to wear a 
gold chain about his neck of the value of one hundred 
marks. 

EmtnenU Men educated at the Inner Temple ^]'-* 
Thomas Dudley, brd chanodbr to Henry VIII. 
served the o0^ce of reader to the Inner Temple in 
1526, was chosen speaker ^o( the parliament and Ser- 
jeant at law in 1531, and in J532 was raised to the 
chancellorship. He was first made a knight, and 
afterward^ in the 30th of Henry VIII. created lord 
Audley of Walden. He had two daughters, — Mary, 
who died unmarried ; and Margaret, married to 
Thomas duke of Norfolk* The first religious house 
that was dissolved (the priory of the Holy Trimty at 
Aldgate) was bestowed on him, where he continued 

* £x Regifltro ejusdem Hospicii, vol. i. — ^N. B. This register com- 
nieiices %% Hen. VII. anno 1506. — ^Entire lists of readers, treasurers^ 
govcmorB, etc. are to be found in the OrigM^ Jurididaks^ 



to live till hi)^ (ko^a9e in 1543- He kept uptliedig«« 
mty of ttie <^bwoellarsbip witj^ gre^ stet^^ BUmc 
loentioRs Tm gentlf^foen riding before him on ordi^ 
nsry iiccasiom^ '^ in coots guiKded with velvet $mi 
Plains of gold ; hi9 yeomen softer hun in the fiune 
kvery not guarded.'' He ISMhuried at the chairch of 
S^on Walden^ in Eosex. 

JohnWhydden^ reader, double reader^ and trai^ 
surer of thil3 society, was created aeijeaint at Uw u| 
1540, king^s seijeant in the 5di of Edward VI., and 
in the l8t of Mary was promoted to the common 
pleas. He is remarked as being the fixst judge ^o 
rode to court on horseback ^ ; before which time the 
judges rode on mules. 

Nicholas Hare^ wlio founded the court of the same 
name in the Temple, was both reader and treasurer 
of this house : the latter office he served three sepa- 
rate years, viz. in 1553, 15(52, and 1584. He was 
master of the rolls l Mary L 

Edmund Anderson, 

"Reader, double reader, and treasurer, was seijeant 
in 1 676 ; afterwards queen*s seijeant, chief justice of 
the common pleas in 1581, and of the king's bench, 
1 Jac. I. This eminent lawyer sat in judgment upon 
Mary queen of Scots in October 1586, and the next 
year presided at the trial of secretary Davidson in the 
star-chamber for signing the warrant for the execu- 
tion of that princess. His decision in that nice point 

* Vide'page 81 • 
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was^ ^* That he had done juitwm rum juste ; he had 
done what was right in an unlawful manner^ other* 
wiae he thought htm no bad man.** This was excel- 
lent logicfbr finding an innocent man guilty. It was 
drawn from the tame mood and figure with the 
qtieen^s order and no cider lor Davidson^s signing 
the warrant. The lord diief justice^ who was other- 
wise no bad man himself^ was oUiged to find him 
guilty, y3ip(Xk pain of being deprived ot his ofilce.^^-^ 
See the particulars of the case in Robertson's *' His« 
toiy of Scotland.** Ob. l605. His B€))orts were pub<- 
fished in French in 1664 and 1665^ fol. 

Roger Manwood^ 

A reader at this inn^ andafterwards chief baron of the 
ezdiequer. 

In 1553 he founded a fi^ee-sdiool at Rickborow. of 
which he was a native, and endowed it with 40/* 
of yearly revenue; and in 1573 built seven alms* 
houses atHackington, commonly called St. Stc|)hen*s, 
by Canterbury, where he had a fine large house, and 
in the church of which he lies handsomely entombed. 
These alms-houses, for aged honest poor folks, he 
endowed with a yearly allowance of 4/. in money, . 
bread, and fuel, to every one of the alms-men» 

Sir Julius Casar, 

Treasurer of the Inner Temple in 1502, and master 
of the roUs 8 Jac. I. was descended by the female 
line from the duke Cesarini in Italy. He was judge of 
the high court of admiralty, and one of the masters 
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of the requests in the preceding reigti. Upon the 
accession of James he was knighted^ and constituted 
chancellor and under-treasurer of the exchequer^ and 
in 1607 sworn of the privy council. He was not only 
one of the best civilians^ but also one of the best men 
of his time. His parts and industry rendered him an 
ornament to his profession, and his great charity and 
bafievolence an ornament to.human nature. He died 
the asth of April J63g, and is buried in the church 
of Great St. Helenas, near Bishopsgate Street, Lon^ 
don. His monument, designed by himseli^ represents 
a scroll of parchment. The inscription in which, he 
engages himself willingly to pay the debt of nature 
to his Creator, is in the form of a bond, appendant to 
which is his seal or coat of arms, with his name 
affixed. He left many things behind him in manu- 
script ^ 

Sir Edward Coke, 
Reader and treasurer, was first recorder of London^ 
and in 1593 attorney-general ; he was afterwards 
diief justice of the common pleas ; and in the 11th 
of James I. promoted to be chief justice of the king*s 
bench* Sir Edward Coke is well known for his 
** Commentary on Littleton,** and was, from his great 
knowledge and experience in the law, eminently qua- 
lified for the highest dignity of his profession ; but- 
these qualifications, great as they were, scarcely com^ 
pensated for his insolence and excessive anger, which 
frequently vented themselves in scurrility and abuse: 

f Biog. Hitt EngL 
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when he was. sttting on the bendi ^ HecBrriedhis 
adulation still higher than his insofenoe, when he 
called the duke of Btidungham ^' our Saviour^ upon 
his return from Spaing It is remattable that there 
were only fifteen volumes of reports extant when his 
three first volumes were published^ lliere is as 
great a disproportion betwixt the latter and the twehfe 
tables. Viner has abridged it into twenty-two fidios ; 
and sir William BladLstcme, like an expert diymist^ 
has drawn off the spirit, and left the capui marttmm 
for the benefit of the lawyers. He died at his house 
at Stoke in Buckinghamshire the 3d of September 
] 634, in the eighty-third year of his age '• 
' Sir Heneage Finch was another eminent man, edu- 
cated at this seminary, who attained successively the 
dignities of recordei' of London, solidtor-genenil and 
treasurer to Charles II. He was younger brother to 
Daniel earl of Nottingham. He was made solicitor- 
general the 13th of January 1678, but was removed 

« Whoi be infvfldcd at the trial of air Walter lUkg^lieciIM 
** tnttor» monstcTy viper^ and ipider of hcO ;** and be told Mn. 
Turner, wbo was concerned in tbe mtnder of atrTbomai Orerburf, 
lliat ** ibe was guilty of tbe aeren deadly tfaia; ibe waa a wboie» a 
bawdy a aorccrer» a witcb, a pappat, a fidon, and a murderer." 

* Clarendoot voL L p. 6. 
' * In Barrington'i ** Obtcrvationa on tbe Statutei»" 3d edit. p. tjtp 
tioUf it tbifl paaiage concerning bim : ^ Tbe late publication of tbe 
jottrnalsof tbe bouse of commons sbews tbat be dU not prostitute 
his amazing knowledge Of tbe municipal law to political puiposes» as 
be generally aigues in tbe same manner/' and from tbe same autb<^ 
vities wbicb be dtet in bis << Institutes.'' 

' Buicb's Lives. Tbcve is a mistake ooncemmg his age in tbe 
« Biogniphia." 
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from that office by James II. in April- l686^ and 
^' one Powys was appointed in his stead, who was 
ready and willing to do what the other refused/* 
He was in this reign member of parliament for Gruild- 
ford in Surry. On the 26th of October 1714, soon 
after the accession of George L he was created earl 
of Ailesford. Ob. 22 July 1 7 1 9- 

To this catalogue, did our limits permit, might be 
added many other great names, particularly of later 
timea : but want of room forbids their insertion. 



CHAP, ni- 

THB MIDDLB TEMPLE. 

jf Description of the Form and Maimer, how and by 
what Orders and Customes tho State of the Fellow- 
ship of the Middle Temple (one of the Houses of the 
Court) is maintained ; and what Ways they have to 
attaine unto Learning (temp. Reg. Hen. F'ULj 

FiKST * there is no lands nor revenues belonging to 
the house, whereby any learner or student mought be 
holpen and encouraged to study, by means of some 
yearly stipend or salary ; which is the occasion, that 
many a good witt, for lack of exhibition, is compelled 
to give over and forsake study, before he have any 
perfyt knowledge in the lawe, and to. fall to prac- 
tisyng, and become a typler in the law. 

* Vitelfim C. 9* in UbL Cotton, f. 340. a. 

P 2 
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The Auctoryte of the Hed Officer in ther House. 

Item^ that there is in the said house, yearly chosen 
by the elders of the house, one of the sageat of them 
to here the ojSice and name of treswer ; and his auo 
torite is to admit into the fdbwship such aa he 
thinketh mete : his auctorite is to assign to such a^ 
are of the fellowship there, thdr chambers and lodg- 
ings. His auctoryte is- to gather of certen of Ifae £el<* 
lowship, a tribute yerely of iiij, iiiiif. a peioe, .which 
among them hath the name of a pencion, and to re* 
ceive of certain of the fellowship a rent of certaine 
chambers. His office is also to pay of the said money, 
the rent due to the Iprd of St. John's for the house 
that they dwell in ; and to pay also of the same money 
for reparations of their chambers and houses. His 
office is also to pay of the same money, the ws^^es or. 
salary of the servants of the house ; as the stuard, 
their butlers, cokes, and other officers ; and yerdy to 
^ield accompt of his receipt unto two auditors, which 
are apoynted unto them by the elders of the house. 

The Diversity of Fellowships there, their Manner of 
Study, and Preferment therein. 

Item, that there is in the same house of the fellow- 
ship there, two companyes ; the one called the 
clerks commens, the other called the masters com- 
mens. 

Item, the clerks eommens are such young men as 
are admitted to the fellowsliip of the house, who, 
during two of tlie first years, or thereabout after their 
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Admi^ion^ shall dyne and sup together, ^ and syt one 
mom 4BLt a mess than the masters commens doth ; and 
tmtill they be called up to be of the masters com- 
mens, they shall not pay the pension money of iii*, 
imd* a peioe ; neither pay so much for their commens 
weekly as the masters Commens doth by vi d. 2l peice ; 
and they serve the masters commens of their meat 
every day at dynner and supper. 

Item, that the masters commens are such as have 
byn in the house, by the space of two yeres or there- 
jaboiits ; and then are by the elders of the house, 
which they call benchers, called up to the masters 
tommens, whereas they sit one less in a mess than the 
dletks commens do ; and pay virf, a week for their 
commens more than the clerks commens do ; and 
pay eche of them iii^. iiiic/. yerely to the treasorer 
for their pension. 

Forthermore, the masters commens are ferder di- 
vyded into three companies ; that is to say, no utter 
baristers, utter baristers, and benchers. 

Item; those that be no utter baristers are such as 
for lack of continuance in the house, or because they 
do not study or profit in lemyng, are not by the elders 
of the house called to dispute, argue and plead some 
doubtfuU matter in the law, which among them is 
called motyng^y before the benchers and elders. 

Item, the utter baristers are they, which, after they 
have continued in the house by the space of five or six 
years, and have profited in the study of the law, are 

* Deived from the French motf a word. 

P 3 
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called by the elders or bendiers to pleads vgue^ and 
dispute some doubtful matter in the law^ before obtain 
of the same benchers^ in the terme time^ or in the 
two principall times in the yere^ of th^ lemyngs^ 
which they called grand vacatiant ; and the same 
manner of argument or disputations is called motyng : 
and this making of utter-baristers^ is as a preferment 
or degree, given him for his lemyng. 

Also the bendiers are those uttero^baristers, which^ 
after they have continued in the house by the space of 
fourteen or fifteen years^ are by the elders of the 
house chosen to reade, expound^ and dedaie some 
estatute openly unto all the company of the house^ in 
one of the two principall times of their learnings 
which they call the grand vacation in summer : and 
during the time of his readings he hath the name of a 
reader, and after of bencher. 

Item, that they have two chief times of lemyng 
with them, which th^ call their grand vacations ; 
the one doth begin the first Munday in cleane Lent, 
and doth continue three weekes and three days, in 
which time one of the elders or benchers, that hath 
before time read^ ^d expounded some estatute, doth 
then read and expound some other statute again : the 
other doth begin the first Munday after Lammas 
day,.and doth continue three weekes and three days, 
in which doth rede such as are first chosen to be 
benchers. 

IteiPj by th^ old castome of the house, all such 9» 
^re made fellows of the house, unles they be dispensed 
withall at their admittance, ,are compelled to b^ per^ 
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wnally present at two the first grand vacations in 
Lent^ after their coming ; at two the first grand va^ 
cations in summer^ after their oomyng, and two the 
first Christmasses^ that be solemnly kept^ after their 
comyng, upon peyne of forfiuture of xx^. for every 
defaut. 

Item^ all they that are fellows of the house, except 
at the time of their admittance they be dispensed with- 
all, or for their lemyng be promotyd and made utter- 
baristers, are compelled to excerdse all such roomes 
and offices, as they shall be called unto, at such time 
as they kepe a solempne Christmass, upon such peynes 
as are by old custome used to be assessed for the re« 
fusall of occupying of such ofEoes. 

Furthermore, in the same ground vacations, when 
that one of the elders doth rede and expound an esta- 
tute, such utter-baristers as are of long continuance, 
do stand in a place together, where as they reherse 
some one opinion, or saying of him that readeth, and 
by all ways of lemyng and reason, that can be invented, 
do impugne his opinion: and sometimes some of 
them do impugne it, and some other do approve it, 
and all the rest of the house give eare unto their dis- 
putations ; and at last the reader doth confute all their 
sayings, and cohfirmeth his opynion. 

Also in the same grand vacations^ every day at 
night, except Sonday, Saturday, or some feste of ix. 
lessons, before three of the elders or benchers at the 
leste, is pleadyd and declared in homely law-French, by 
such as are young lemers, some doubtfull matter, or 
question in the law ; which afterwards an utter-baris • 

P4 
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ter dofh reherse^ and doth argue and reason to it in the 
law-Frenche : and after him an oth^r utter-barrister 
doth reason in the contrary part^ in law-*Frenche also ; 
and then do the three benchers dedare their myndes 
in English ; and this is that they call motyng ; and 
the same manner is observed in the terme time. 

Furthermore, besides this ; after dynner and sup- 
per the students and lemers in the house, sit together 
by three and three in a company ; and one of the 
three putteth forth some doubtfull question in the 
law, to the other two of his eompany ; and they rea- 
son and afgue unto it in Englishe ; and at last, he 
that putteth forth the question, dedaryth his minde, 
also shewing' unto them the judgment or better 
opinion of his boke, where he had the same question : 
and this do the students observe every day through 
the yere, except festivall days. 

Also after the term ended, and after the two grand 
vacations ended, then the young men that be no ut- 
ter-baristers, do dispute and argue in lawe-Frenche, 
some doubtfull question, before the utter-baristers, 
who at the last do shew their opinions, in En^3rsh, 
thereunto : and this manner of disputations is called 
nieane vacation motes, or chapell motes* 

Item, that the Myddil Temple doth finde two 
readers, which are utter-baristers unto two houses of 
. chancery ; that is to say, Stronde-Inne, and New- 
Inne : which readers do reade unto them upon some 
statute in the terme time, and in the ground vaca-^ 
tions : and they of the houses of chancery do observe 
the manner of disputations and motyng, as they do in 
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the Temple : and their readers do bring eche of them 
two with him of the Temple^ and they argue unto it 
also. 

And besides this^ in the ground vacation time^ out 
of the four houses of courts come two and two to- 
every house of chancery ; and there according to 
their yeares and continuance of the house that they 
be of, which they call auncienty, they do argue and 
reason to some doubtfull matter that is proponed, so 
that the most youngest doth begyn, and the next to 
him in continuance doth follow ; and at last he that 
readeth to that house of chancery, doth declare his 
opynion in the matter that is called in question. 

There is none there that be compelled to leme, 
and they that are learners, for the most part, have 
their studies and places of learning so sett, that they 
are much troubled with the noyse of walkyng and 
communication of them that be no learners : and in 
the terme time they are so unquieted by clyents and 
servants of clyents, that resort to such as are attorneys 
and practysers, that the students may as quietly study 
an the open streets, as in their studies. 

Item, they have no place to walk in, and talk and 
confer their learnings, but in the church ; which place 
all the terme times hath in it no more quietnesse 
than the pervyse of Pawles^ by occasion of the con- 
fluence and concourse of such as are suters in the 
law. 
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7%? Cluirges of the Masters Cammetis and Clerks 
CommenSyfor their Mete and Drinke by the YearCj 
and the Manner of the Dyet, and the Stipende of 
their Officers. 

Inprimis, every one of the masters oommens payeth 
by the yeare for his dyet vi/. 10^. 

Item, every one of the clerks commens payeth by 
the yeare for his dyet v/. iiii^. 

This is a generall rule allway? observed, that when- 
soever two of the masters commens doth sit at a 
messe, then at sp myche mete doth sytt three of the 
clerks commens : and when three of the masters 
commens doth syt at a messe, then dotl> foure of the 
clerks qommens sit at so much meat, 

Sonday—At Dinner. 

Betwene two of the masters commens is served 
meat to the value of iii d. and the third part of ii d. 

^t Supper. 

Betwene three of the masters commons, at supper> 
is. served. meat to the value of Hid. 

Munday — At Dinner. 

Betwene two of the masters commens is served 
meat to the value pf 1 d. pb, ai^d the tl^ird part of ii (2. 

At Supper. 

Betwene two of the masters commens is Served 
meat to the value of ii d. ob. 
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Tuysday — AtDynrier. 

In the terme time is meat to the value of iiii^. 
served betwene two of the masters commens ; and 
out of the terme betwene three of the masters com- 
mens, mete to the value iiid. betwene three of the 
masters commens. 

. JVednsdajf-'^-At Dytmer. 

Meat to the value of id. ob. and the third part of 
ii d. betwene two of the masters commens. 

\ At Supper. 

Meat to the value of \d. and the third part of nd. 
i)etwene two of the masters comment. 

Thursday^-^At Dyrmer. 

Two of the masters comni^ens have meat to the 
value of iii£?t 

At Supper. 

Two of the masters commens have meat to the 
value of ii (2. ob. 

Fryday-'^At Dinner. 

Two of the masters commens have meat to the 
value ofiud. ob. 

ScUurday-'^At Dyrmer. 

Il^o of the masters conmiens have meat to the 
value of iiiicf. ob. 

At Supper. 

Every one of the masters commens^ and clerks 
commens^ have four eggs. 
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TTie Stypend of their Officers hy the Teare. 

The stewards wages by the yeare, iiii. marks. 

The chief butlers wages by the yeare^ xxxiii^. \i\\d. 

The second butlers wages by the yeare, y\s. viiirf. 

The third butlers wages by the yeare, \\s. viiirf. 

The chief cokes wages by the yeare, i\s. 

The manciple, or students servant, his wages by the 
yeare, xxvi s. viii d. 

The under^cookes wages by the yeare, xi*. 

The laundresse of the clothes of the house, her 
wages yearly vi^. viiirf. 

Also at Christmasse the three butlers have in re* 
ward of every gentleman of the house xiid. and somt 
give them in reward more. 

Also at Easter the cookes manciple have in rcM^uxl 
of every gentleman of the house \\\d. or thereabouts. 

The Marvtuer of Punishment of Offences and making 

of Orders. 

There is among them no certaine punishment for 
offences ; but such ofibnoes and misdemeanors as are 
committed, are punished by the judgment of the 
elders, or benchers ; who punish the offender, either 
by pa)niient of money, or by putting him forth of 
commens ; which is, that he shall take no meate nor 
drynke among the fellowship, untill the elders lis£ to 
revoke their judgment. 

Item, at certain tymes in the yeare, the benchers 
and utler-baristers do resort together, and there they 
do consult and advise themselves, concerning the 
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causes of their house^ and make decrees and orders 
concerning such things^ as they thinke meet to be 
reformed in the house ; and that they call a par^ 
liament. 

The Marnier of Divine Services in the Churche, and 

their Chardges tfiereunto. 

Item^ that they have every day three masses said, 
one after the other ; and the first masse doth begin 
in the momyng at seaven of the clock, or there- 
abouts. The festival! days they have mattens and 
Tnasse solemnly sung ; and during the matyns sing* 
ing, they have three masses said. 

Their chardges towards the salary, or mete and 
drynke of the priests, is none ; for they are found 
by my lord of St. John's, and they that are of the fel- 
lowship of the house, are chardged with nothing to 
the priests, saving that they have eighteen offiing 
days in the yeare, so that the chargde of each of them 
is xviii^f. 

Their Order for Payment of Debts due to the House. 

- Item, if any of the fellowship be indebted to the 
house other for his diet, other for any other duty of 
the house, he shall be openly in the hall proclaymed ; 
and whosoever will pay it for him, shall enjoy 
and have his lodging and chamber that is so in- 
debted. 

AppareU. 

They have no order for their apparell ; but every 
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may may go as him listeth^ so that his apparell pre* 
tend no lightness or wantonnesse in the wearer : for 
even as his apparell doth shew him to be^ even so shall 
he be esteemed among them. 

T%e Fashion of their House in the Night. 

In the night-time th^ have not their gates shut, 
so that every man may go in and out through the 
house all seasons of the nighty which is occasion that 
their chambers ar6 often times robbed^ and many 
other misdemeanors used. 

Library. 

They now have no library, so that they cannot at* 
taine to the knowledge of divers learnings, but to 
their great chardges, by the buying of such bookes as 
they lust to study. They had a simple libraiy, in 
which were not many bookes besides the law, and 
that library by meanes that it stood allways open, and 
that the learners had not each of them a key unto it^ • 
it was the last robbed of all the bookes in it. 

Their Usage in Time of Pestilence. 

If it happened that the plague of pestilence be any 
thing nigh their houSe, and every man goeth home 
into his country, which is a great loss of learning ;. 
for if they had some house nigh London to resort 
unto, they might aswell excercise their learning as in 
]Lhe Temple untill the plague were ceased. 

Ancient Orders and Ceremonies. 
The history of the MiddleTemple is included in that 
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of thelnner Temple; the constitutions of the two were> 
however^ somewhat different as well as their andent 
peremonies, and the rank and number of their officers. 
In both, and in fact in all the inns of court and chan- 
cery, the important concern of eating and drinking 
seems to have occupied the most attention : instruc- 
tion, such as it was (consisting of public readings or 
lectures, given by a principal of the society, and the 
mootingSy or arguing of cases), was only a secondary 
object. In other respects, the rigorous strictness of 
a university was observed* In the solemn revelsy as 
they are called, post revels, dancings, and other fre- 
quent entertainments, in which the grave gentlemen 
of the bench indulged, an absurd degree of homage 
seems to have been exacted from the inferiors to the 
principals o( the society, and the minutest punctilios 
in dress and behaviour watched with a ridiculous 
anxiety. These badges of slavery, for such they 
really appear to be, in the arbitrary way they were 
formerly insisted on, though in some respects they 
might have their use, are now all done away with ; 
and the law student, according to the present system, 
is only required to dine a certain number of times 
during term in the hall of the society, or, as a late 
writer emphatically terms it, ^* to eat his way to the 
bench," which is called keeping his commons. To 
dine a fortnight in each term, is deemed keeping the 
term ; and twelve of these terms qualify a student to 
be called to the bar, that is, tq be entitled to plead 
and manage causes for clients in the courts. 
The society of the Middle Temple, as well as the 
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Inner Temple^ consists of benchers^ or such as have 
been readers^ anciently called apprentices of the law^ 
members^ barristers^ and students ; formerly deno - 
minated tUter barristers and inner barristers, being 
students under seven years^ and all of whom had 
their commons in the hall. 

The government of the society is vested in the 
benchers^ whose general meetings to transact busi* 
ness are (and long have been) dignified with the 
name of parliaments, and are held with much state 
and formality. 

The ofpeers and servants are, a treasurer, sub* 
treasurer, steward, chief butler, three under butlers^ 
upper and under cook, a pannier-man, a gardener, 
two porters, two washpots, and watchmen : anciently 
there were four under butlers, who wore gowns, and 
four washpots, besides a turn-broach, two scullions, 
&c. ; all of whom, except the porter and gardener, 
had their diet in the house, besides wages and other 
perquisites belonging to their offices. The porter's 
lodge, now near the hall, was anciently u|ider the 
Middle Temple gateway, and he was entitled to re«- 
ceive the rent of two shops on the east side. 

The following were anciently the duties of the 
several officers and members of this society ; and, as 
affi)rding a picture of old manners, are interesting. 

^^ The steward is to provide the ordinary diet for the 
house (extraordinary being to be taken care of by the 
second cook) : he is allowed his servant, besides a 
porter and pannier-man, to bring in the meat ; and 
keeps a roll, in wliich the names of aU persons are 
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entered, who are either in whole or in half commons, 
viz. half the week, and such only as take repasts ; 
every repast being one meal in the hall, and of which 
two and no more are allowed : for if they exceed that 
number it is reckoned as half a week ; and accordingly 
they are rated at the week's end, viz. Saturday, when 
he casts up the commons in the presence of two 
utter barristers in the term-times, and two gentle- 
men under the bar in vacation-time, who are to 
oversee him and to examine his accounts, being 
termed auditors. But it belongs to the chief butler, 

and not to the steward, to notice the names of such 

* 

as are in commons, which are entered in the buttery- 
book ; out of which the steward makes up his roll ; 
and his account so made up is final. Any gentle- 
man, therefore, who happens to be mischarged must 
pray an allowance of another week, half a week, &c. 
which is granted him on proving such overcharge. 

" To the steward and his servant it belongs to serve 
in the meat in messes through the whole hall, except 
to the masters of the bench table and their associates 
(being like fellow-commoners in the universities), who 
are served by the second butler and his assistant ; 
and the masters of the bar, that is, the premier bar 
table, consisting of such as have been readers of 
New Inn, or such whose puisnes have been readers 
there, who are served by the second butler and the 
pannier-man. 

^* The chief butler is to keep a buttery-book, and 
enter into it such orders as are made by the bench at 
table, in the same manner as the under treasurer is to 

a 
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enter those made in parliament ; he is likewise to enter 
the names of those who are admitted mto commons. 
He is to provide bread and beer, and green earthen 
drinking potSj which are paid for by the steward. 
He provides cheese at his own expense, and assigns 
to each his portion after dinner : for this he receives 
from every one in commons a stated weekly allowance. 

^^ It is the butler's province to call any student guilty 
of a misdemeanor to the bench table, there to be 
reprimanded. He likewise provides torches for the 
solemn revels, together with a white rod and stafFfor 
the readers elect, which are the two next ancients in 
commons then present in the hall. The first, who is 
denominated master of the revels, is at all solemn 
revels to carry the white staff, and leads the several 
dances, or ancient measures, conducting the whole 
society (all imder benchers) round the hall at those 
times : the other is to carry the white rod or verge, 
and is called mcLSter of the ceremonies^ who standing 
at the cupboard, with a loud voice doth thrice sum- 
mon the master of the revels to come forth and per- 
form that duty. He was to notice such as were 
absent on these occasions, and present them to the 
bench; to give information of such as wore hats, 
boots, or long hair, the latter of which was considered 
anciently as a high enormity. 

^M^he other butlers were to see the tables covered in 
^ hall, and cleared again at the end of every meal. 
The oldest was to attend the bar table, and the tables 
on that side of the hall. The puisne^ or fifth butler,' 
those on the other side, and to serve the difi^erent 
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tables there with bread and beer. This latter was to 
say grace both before and afier meaty with a distinct 
and audible voice ; standing in term-time with his face 
towards the bench table, and iti vacation towards that 
of the bar. 

" By an entry in the buttery-book, an. 1 8 Eliz. the 
three butlers were to have a salary from every gentle- 
man of 12d. ; but this sum was afterwards raised. 
The collection thus made^ was, by an order made in 
the same reign, to be divided into four parts^ of 
which three fourths belonged to the three ancient 
butlers, and the remaining fourth to the two younger. 
The business of these younger or puisne butlers 
was to wash pots, fill beer, '^ chip bread,** and ia 
general to assist the others. The yearly wages of 
the head butler were 3/. 6s. 8d. and of the other 
four 20^. each. . 

^^ The chief cook had various perquisites, as the 
dripping and scummings, the rumps and kidnies of 
loins of mutton (which was the ancient supper fare). 
He besides gave every Easter term a calves head break- 
fast to the whole sodety, for which every goitleman 
paid at least 1^. But, in 1 1 Jac. I. this breakfast 
was turned into a dinner, and appointed to be on the 
first and second Monday in Easter term. The price 
per head was regularly fixed, and to be paid by the whole 
society, as well absent as present ; and the sum thus 
collected, instead of belonging solely to the cooks^ 
was divided among all the domestics of the house. 
The chief cook's wages were the same as the chief 
butler's. The imder cook received 40s. The tum- 

a2 
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broach 26^. 6d. The scullions were paid by the 
casual benevolence of the gentlemen. 

" To the second cook's office it belonged to pro- 
vide special achates for the bench table, and likewise 
for the ancient mess of the bar table ; as ako of the 
ancients table, such as are past their reading and 
never read : which special achates are such (for the 
most part) as the bench pleaseth to make choice of; 
and for the same the benchers pay weekly, but the 
rest by the meal. 

^^ The panyer-man, by the winding of his horn, 
summons the gentlemen to dinner and supper. He 
also provides mustard, pepper, and vinegar for the 
hall ; and' hath for his wages yearly iii/. vi^. viiic/. and 
the fragments of certain tables ; viz. the bar table 
and those others in the middle of the hall, which he 
serves, and is to attend unto. The gardener's wages 
were 6L 13^. 4d. and those of the porter 61. \0s. 

" The office of treasurer is of considerable import- 
ance, and the person who fills it chosen yearly by the 
parliament fit>m among the readers. He is the 
supreme officer of the whole sodety, and has the 
regulation of their concerns. He admits gentlemen 
into the society ; and, on such occasions, has power 
to remit or abate fines. He is to make sale of such 
chambers as are forfeited, or fall to the house by 
the death of its members. He is the disburser of 
the society^s cash, and has the power to make repairs 
to a limited extent : he may likewise compound and 
mitigate forfeitures, house duties, rents of tenants, 
and other matters whidi concern the society. The 
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duration of this office was anciently unlimited^ but by 
an order in an. 3p £liz. it was made annual. The 
treasurer is not allowed salary. The under treasurer 
transacts the active business of the above office, and 
besides several privileges has a stated allowance and 
certain fees. He attends on the masters of the bench 
at their parliaments and solemn assemblies, and is 
their clerk o£ parliament. He enters all matters of 
record ; is custos rotidorum for the society, and re- 
ceives fees or gratuities for searching, copying, or 
certifying of the records and orders of the house." 

The manner of holding the parliaments is as fol- 
lows: 

Krst, the benchers only, who have been readers, 
meet in the parliament chamber, which is at the lower 
end of the hall, and take their places according to 
their seniority. Then the treasurer for the time 
being sits at the table bareheaded, and reads petitions 
or proposes such other subjects as are to be dis- 
cussed ; the under treasurer sitanding by as an at- 
tendant If a difference of opinion occurs, the votes 
are taken separately, beginning at the youngest, and 
the majority determines it. Formerly none who had 
been called to the bench to read attended these par- 
liaments till- they had fulfilled the office of reader; 
but that objection was afterwards dispensed with. All 
new l^ws passed by the parliament are notified to 
such inferior members of the house as are in com- 
mons, by the high treasurer; and such members, by 
the orders of the society, are bound to attend every 
last Friday of each term (which is caUed a parliament 

as 
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of attendance)^ and all absentees are subject to a for-- 
feit of 3^. 4d. pro non comultando. 

The several degrees in this house were, student, 
utter or outer barrister, inner barrister, cupboard- 
man, bencher ; and from the benchers were elected 
the readers. 

Admission of students was either generally or 
specially y and the fee was accordingly : if generally, 
five marks ; if specially, 5/. ; and, anciently, as much 
as 6/. 13 J. 4d. unless the person had previously 
studied in an inn of chancery, in which case it was 
less. The admission of students is entered, on pay- 
ment of the fine, by the under treasurer, though 
formerly a bond was first given for his observing the 
rules and orders of the house, and a small fee is after- 
wards paid to the chief butler and senior washpot. 
The student must continue in commons two vaca- 
tions, or fine, if generally admitted ; but \( specially ^ 
he is not boimd to such attendance. 

The habit is a students gown, and in term-time 
a round cap, which is worn both in the hall and in 
church. Boots, spurs, swords, afid cloaks, are in 
these places expressly forbidden; and a breach of these 
orders incurs a penalty. 

On admittance, the student is entitled to make 
purchase of a chamber ; which, by the ancient custom 
of the house, he had an estate in for the term of his 
life, if he so long continued in the society, and kept 
commons at least six weeks in every year, otherwise 
it became forfeited to the house. And this chamber 
he was entitled to sell^ the party purchasing having his 
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own life in it ; but the latter was to pay a fine of 6L 
for admittance ; and if he happened to die before sale 
made of the same, it fell to the house. 

Students formerly used in the reading times to 
carry the readers' meat to the bench tables, and still 
carry up the meat at the reader's feast, and at the two 
other great feats of All Saints, and the Purification 
of our Lady. " They used also post revels upon 
such feast-days, and every Saturday night between 
the said feasts, besides masques and other disports in 
the time of Christmas." 

After performance of the regular exercises of the 
house, the student was admitted to the degree of 
utter barrister, anciently by the call of the reader, 
who was vested with that power ; but afterwards by 
the parliamentary act of the benchers. The cere- 
mony of calling to the bar consisted merely in the 
notification of election to the other barristers, the 
efitry of the name by the under treasurer, and taking 
the oath of supremacy at the cupboard. They were 
not allowed, however, to wear a bar gown openly, or 
to practise, till they hiad continued their exercise of 
mooting for some time afterwards in the inns of chan- 
cery. 

The next step to which the barrister ascended was 
to the cupboard (certainly an enviable station). Four 
of these cupboard-men, in the reading times, argued 
cases by turns, and were usually the four senior 
barristers. No man was to become a cupboard-man 
unless he resolved to read in his turn, in which case 
he gave an expensive treat. From cupboard-man the 

a4 
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next degree was bencher: then a reader y which 
usually succeeded within two years after the party*8 
first admittance to the cupboard ; though this was at 
the option of the bench, who rejected him, if they saw 
fit, the cupboard-man, before his election as reader^ 
being only a probationer. 

The reader elect, on being called to the bench table> 
where he was thenceforth to take his commons, was 
to give a garnish of wine for his first welcome ; and 
when his readings were finished, and he removed from 
the bar table to the *' auncients* table," was to give 
likewise a second garnish of wine for his welcome 
there. After which he was freed from all the exer- 
cises of the house, and also from the ceremony of 
'^ walking the old measures about the hall at the 
times accustomed.** 

The ceremonies to be observed by the new readers 
were very curious. At the following feast-day of All 
Saints, when such dignitaries as were educated at 
the inn were '* highly feasted,** and came in their 
scarlet robes, the readers were to meet and conduct 
them to the upper end of the hall. " For distinc- 
tion and order's sake, the one of them, viz. the 
ancient, hath a white staff in his hand ; the other a 
white rod, with which they usher in the meat, fol- 
lowing next after the musick. . When the meat is 
brought to the table (which at such solemn feasts is 
allways performed by young gentleme{i of the house^ 
under the bar), the one of the two new readers elect, 
receives every dish of the gentlemen who carried it, 
and placeth it on the table^ in decent order; the 
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other standing by to wait on the judges* And daring 
the feast, they both, with solemn curtesies, welcome 
both the judges and seijeants. 

" Besides this, the puisne reader elect serves eveiy 
mess throughout the haU, receiving it from the 
steward and pladng it on the table. Dinner being 
ended, they wait on the judges and Serjeants ; usher- 
ing them either into the garden or some other retir- 
ing place, untiU the hall be cleansed, and prepared ; 
and then they usher them again into the hall, and 
place them in their rooms, one after another. This 
being done, the auncient of the two that hath the 
Staff in his hand, stands at the upper end of the baf 
table ; and the other, with the white rod, placeth 
himself at the cupboard, in the middle of the hall, op* 
posite to the judges ; where the musick being begun, 
he calleth twice the master of the revells. And, at 
the second call, the auncient, with his white stafi; 
advanceth forward, and begins to lead the measures ; 
followed^ first by the barristers, and then the gentle- 
men under the bar, all according to their severri 
antiquities: and when one measure is ended, the 
reader at the cupboard calls for another, and so in 
order. 

^^ All such as are in commons , under the degree 
of benchers (except only them of the auncients table, 
who are past their readings) ought not to be absent 
from solemn revells : and whoever they be that do 
absent themselves, do foifait, or are finable iii^. mid. 
And whosoever of the bar that are made choice of to 
carry up wafers (on grand days) to the judges, and 
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do refuse^ do forfait xs. And whosoever of the 
young gentlemen under the bar^ that refuse^ do for- 
£ut v^. And whosoever, on days of solemn revells, 
do refuse to carry up bread and beer to the masters 
of the bench, do forfeit, barristers vi^. viii^. and 
others im. iuid. 

^^ When the last measiu^ is dancing, the reader 
at the cupboard calls to one of the gentlemen of the 
bar, as he is walking or dancing with the rest, to give 
the judges a song : who forthwith begins the first line 
of any pslam as he thinks fittest, after which all the 
rest of the company follow and sing with him. Whilst 
they are thus walking and singing, the reader, with 
the white rod, departs from the cupboard and makes 
his choice of a competent number of utter baristers, 
and as many under the bar, whom he takes into the 
buttery, where there is delivered unto every barister, 
a towel, with wafers in it, • and unto every gentleman 
under the bar a wooden bowl filled with ipocras, with 
which they march in order into the hall, the reader 
with his white rod going foremost* And when they 
Gome near to the half pace, opposite to the judges, 
the company divide themselves, one half (as well 
baristers as those under the bar) standing on the one 
aide of the reader, the other on the other side ; and 
then, after a low solemn congee made, the gentlemen 
of the bar first carry the wafers ; the rest, with the new 
reader, standing in their places. At their return, 
they all make another solemn low congee, and then 
the gentlemen under the bar carry their bowls of 
^pQcr<$s, to the judges '; and returning when the jud^ 
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have drank^ they make the like solemn congee^ and 
BO all depart^ saving the new readers electa who wait 
upon the judges till their departure^ and then udier 
them down the hall unto the court gate^ where they 
take their leaves of them* 

" Besides these solemn revels, or measures afore* 
paid, they had wont to be entertained v/ithpost revels^ 
performed by the better sort of the young gentlemen 
of the society with galliards, corrantoes, and other 
dances ; or else with stage plays : the first of these 
feasts being at the beginnings and the other at the 
latter end pf Christmas. But of late years these post 
revels have been disused^ both here and i|i the other 
inns of court'/* 

The reader entered on his reading generally the 
beginning Monday in Lent^ with much state and 
ceremony. He first absented himself from commons 
for a time^ and kept his chamber^ that his reappear* 
^nce might be with more splendour « On the Sunday 
afternoon preceding his entry on his oiRce, he went 
to church accompanied by such benchers as were in 
town^ two of whom^ generally the next precedent 
readers^ were appointed for his assistants. He was, 
besides^ accompanied by at least twelve or fourteen 
servants, in rich liveries, and the same night at sup- 
per took his place in the hall, in a chair prepared for 
him at the upper end of the benchers* table. 

The following morning he chose his svh-Xectnrery 
to whom delivering his bag of books and papers^ he 
fepaired to the pa: liau.ent chamber to break&st : that 

* prigines Jurididalct. 
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ended^ he went into the liall^ where the whole so- 
ciety awaited his coming, and^ resting at the cup^ 
board, there took the oaths of supremacy and alle^ 
giance. He then seated himself at the lower end of 
the bench table, where the *wi-lecturer ' first read 
over the statute, or that part of it he intended to 
discuss. The reader himself then began " with a 
grave speech, excusing his own weakness, with de- 
sire of their fevourable censures ; and concluded with 
the reasons wherefore he made choice oi that statute/' 

These readings were frequently honoured with the 
attendance of such judges and seijeants as had been 
brought up in the house, who came always in their 
purple robes and scarlet hoods, and were placed on a 
form opposite to the benchers, with their backs to 
the reader. The debate finished with a grand feast^ 
in which the principals of the company were enter- 
tained by the reader at his own table, and every other 
mess throughout the hall was honoured with an 
extraordinary dish. 

Other arguings succeeded the removal of the din- 
ner-doth, and this agreeable method of study was 
followed three days in a week, viz. every Monday^ 
Wednesday, and Friday, " the other intermediate 
days/* says an author of the time^ ^' being spent in 
feasting and entertainriient of strangers, who are 
commonly great lords and other eminent persons. 
But, be the guests of never so high a degree, the 
, reader, within the precincts of the house^ hath pre- 
cedence of them I and at the table keeps his chair at 
the upper end. His expenses^ dyring this time of 
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readings are very gre^t ; msomuch as some have 
spent above six hundred pounds in two days less than 
a fortnight, which now is the usual time of reading." 
This excess had been gradually increasing ; for, by 
an order of the bench, made in the reign of Philip 
and Mary, every summer reader was enjoined to 
spend fifteen bucks in the hall, during his time of 
reading, on pain of . . . marks. And shortly after, 
to avoid all occasion of superfluous expense, by ano- 
ther order, in the reign of the same king and queen, 
the reader was enjoined not to exceed those fifteen 
bucks : but few summer readers afterwards had less 
than threescore bucks, besides red deer ; some spent 
fourscore, and even an hundred. One brace of these 
bucks were commonly bestowed on New Inn, to 
feast the students there : and the neighbouring pa- 
rishes to the Temple, also tasted of the reader*s 
bounty. The house contributed a small sum towards 
this expense, allowing each reader one hogshead of 
wine, or 5/. in money ; and a special admittance of 
any gentleman into the house, or 5/. more in lieu of 
it. And in the last week of his reading, a costly 
feast was provided for the entertainment of foreign 
ambassadors, peers, and men of eminent quality : 
which, though called the reader^s feast, was not at 
his cost, it being imposed on four gentlemen of the 
house ; who were called stewards of the feast. Two 
of them were outer barristers, and the other two 
under the bar, whose expense was at least 10/. each ; 
though anciently less : for by an order made 34 Eliz. 
they were to be at no fiuther charge than 5/. a man. ' 
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The readings held originally during the space of 
a months but were afterwards reduced to three 
weeks^ and then to a fortnight. When they were 
finished^ it was usual for the students to accompany 
the reader with great state and solemnity to his resi- 
dence^ and to treat him at night with a plentiful 
supper^ at their own charges. 

The reader was thus created a bencher. The first 
parliament of the succeeding term he was invited by 
the benchers; where being come^ and modestly 
taking the lowest seat^ one of his assistants^ in a 
formal oration^ declared the reader*s great kaming, 
and the expense he had been at ; and having finished 
this compliment, the reader himself, in another 
grave oration, magnified the important assistance he 
had derived, in the fulfilment of his office, from the 
gentlemen of the society : after this, having received 
the thanks of the bench, '^ they all together sit down 
to supper ; at what time (and not before) the reader 
is an absolute and confirmed bencher, and hath voice 
with the rest in all succeeding parliaments.** 

By an ancient custom the former reader was to 
officinte as steward of the house at Christmas ; but 
this office being thought rather a degradation, was, 
by an order made in the time of Elizabeth, com- 
muted by a fine of money, afterwards turned into a 
^f brawn,** and " muskadine** 

On the Tuesday and Thursday evenings there were 
usually moots after supper before the benchers, who 
Assembled themselves for that purpose, in the bay 
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window^ at the upper end of the hall^ ranked accord- 
ing to their seniority. 

A reader, by the ancient orders of the house, was 
obliged in his turn to read a second time, and was 
then called a double reader ; his expenses, however^ 
in the latter event, were more moderate, and he had 
a greater allowance from the house. 

The benchers of this inn of court are possessed of 
great privileges. They are governors of the house^ 
and in parliament have power to bind the rest, as well 
as out of parliament, at the bench table, to punish 
transgressors by fine, forfeiture of their chambers^ 
and expulsion. They may come within the bar at 
the chapel of the Rolls among the seijeants at law and 
the king's council, and are heard by the roaster of the 
rolls in preference to other members. 

Any member of this society made recorder of 
London, takes precedence as a reader, though other- 
wise not in his turn, an instance of which happened 
in 1635, when sir Henry Cal thorp, the queen's so- 
licitor-general, being made recorder of London, was 
declared by the bench to be the next Lent reader, 
before Mr. Lathum, who was then the city seijeant 
and his immediate ancient. Afterwards, on the 
death of sir Walter Pye, sir Henry Calthorp being 
made king's attorney of the court of wards, and re- 
signing the recordership, the term following Mr. 
Lathum would not give way to him, but took his 
room according to his seniority. ' 

Serjeants at law have always been chosen from 
among the readers, and in this event are placed at the 
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Upper end of the bench table as elected to that office^ 
— though the new-made seijeant is still accounted a 
bencher^ and in commons till he receives the coif, 
when he takes leave of the house with the following 
solemnity. 

In the morning all the members of the sodety 
meet in the hall^ where likewise comes the seijeant 
elect* The treasurer of the house then makes a 
grave and learned speech^ and at the conclusion of it 
presents him as the gift of the whole society with a 
purse and ten pounds raised by a collection of iii^. 
ivrf. each member, which is received by him with a 
congratulatory oration. 

Yet though the new-made seijeant^ in conse- 
quence c^ his dignity, takes leave of the society, he is 
still in part a member ; that is to say, he keeps his 
chamber till he is assigned one in one of the Ser- 
jeant's inns. This is, however, said to be rather a 
matter of favour than of right. If he is suspended 
from his degree, or accepts another office, as attor- 
ney or solicitor general, he returns again into com- 
mons without any new admittance. 

When a seijeant of this society is made a judge, he 
is accompanied to Westminster Hall by all the fel- 
lows of the house ; and they are at liberty, after he is 
possessed of his dignity, to request his advice and 
assistance in such matters as respect the wel&re pf 
the society. 

Besides the benchers are another description of 
members, called associates, who sit at the bench 
table, but have no voice in the government of the 
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house. These are persons who hold aninent offices^ 
and receive this favour by curtesy. They are not 
bound to observe any rules like the members bf the 
house^ and are in fact a kind of visitors. By an order 
made in the reign of James^ associates for their ad* 
mittanoe were to pay to the treasurer a fine of an 
hundred marks. 

Fhies.l — ^A fine of 12 d. was formerly imposed 
upon every member who came into the church or 
hall in a hat, or without a round cap. Any one ab- 
senting himself from ^* solemn revels/* was likewise 
forfeited 3 s. 4 d. These fines were disbursed by the 
treasurer's direction for necessaries for the house, 
^' as table linen, coals, pewter vessels, wages for 
ofiicers, mtmcians,'' &c. 

The following annual salaries were paid by the 
benchers of this inn : 

" To the Lent reader, one special admittance and 
a hogshead of wine, besides in money 11/. To the 
clerk of the church for carrying the bell about, which 
summoned them to prayers, and for finding wax- 
lights for the altar, mats, bell-ropes, &c. per annum, 
5 /. I3s. 4d. The annua} rent of the house and fees 
for the payment of it into the exchequer, their fees 
and acquittance, 10/. 7*- 8rf. The music for their 
yearly entertainments, besides their diurnal pay for 
service, 2/. 13*. The cook for allowance for pewter 
5 /• The panyer-man for saucers 1 /. 7 ^* The under- 
treasurer for keeping and cleaning all the house- 
plate, being 780 ounces, l /. 3*. The stage-players 
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on the two grand days for each play 20/.** The fee 
to the stage-players was afterwards raised to 40/. 

Orders for Government.^ — Various orders, princi- 
pally respecting dress, have been made from time to 
time, both for the government of the Inner and Mid- 
dle Temples. In 4 & 5 Ph. & M. it was ordered *, 
^^ that none of this society should thenceforth wear 
any great bryches in their hoses, made after the 
Dutchy Spanish, or oilman fashion ; or lawnde upon 
their capps, or cut doublets, upon paiii of 3^. 4d. 
forfaiture for the first default, and the second time to 
be expelled the house.** And in 26 Eliz. the follow- 
ing orders were likewise made for reformation in the 
same article * : — ^' 1 . That no great rufF should be 
worn. 2. Nor any white colour in doublets, or hosen. 
3 . Nor any facing of velvet in gownes, but by such as 
were of the bench. 4. That no gentlemen should 
walk in the streetes in their cloaks, but in gownes. 

5. That no hat, or long or curled hayr, be vmm. 

6. Nor any gownes, but such as were of a sad colour." 
In the 1 1th of Charles I. every gentleman was 

strictly commanded to receive the holy communion 
in the Temple church at l^ast twice in the year, upon 
pain of expulsion. Regulations were likewise made 
respecting the too early practice of young barristers. 
The act of the parliament, made 3 & 4 Ph. & M. 
forbidding the admittance of common attomies, was 
put strictly in force : and it was ordered, that any 
member of the house then admitted who should 

* £z registro (D.)» f. 27. b. 

* £x regUtro ado» f. x68. b. 
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thenceforth become an attorney^ or should practise 
OS a common attorney or solicitor in any of his ma- 
jesty's courts^ should ipso facto be expelled the house. 
By the same order^ no gentlemen of any hoiise wecp 
to come into the several halls or places of public 
prayer with haiSj cloaks^ boots, spurs, swords or dag^, 
gerSf oi* to wear Umg hair ; and every utter-barrister 
and other gentleman was to give due respect and 
reverence to the readers^ benchers, and ancients of 
evCTy house. The gentlemen imder the bar were en- 
joined to apply and follow their studies ; to keep the 
case; to perform their exercises; to order their 
habits and hair to decency andformalityy according to 
the orders of the house ; and to yield due respect and 
observance to the bencheris and ancients, their go- 
vemcMTS, as they expected and desired to receive the 
preferment of the bar, &c. 

BvUdmgs.'] — ^The principal and only buildingof im- 
portance in ^t Middle Temple is the great hall, though 
it contains several cotirts or squares filled with Very 
handsome chambers, besides gardens, a fountain, &c. 
• The chief entrance is by Middle Temple Lane, a 
long narrow street which reaches to the water-side, 
and divides the two houses. It has a front in. the 
manner of Inigo Jones of brick, ornamented with 
four large stone pilasters of the Ionic order, with a 
pediment, but is much too narrow, and being lofly 
wants proportion : the passage to which it leads also, 
although designed for carriages, is crowded, inconve- 
nient, and mean. 

This gateway was erected in place of one destroyed 

B2 
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by a great fire^ and which is reported to have been built 
by sir Amias Powlet, ancestor of the present earl Pow- 
let^ on a singular occasion. It seems sir Amias^ about 
the year 1501, thought fit to put cardinal Wolsey, 
then parson of Lymington, into the stocks. This 
affront was not forgotten when the cardinal came 
into power ; and in 1515, on account of tliat ancient 
grudge, he was sent for up to London, and com* 
manded to await the favourite's orders. In conse- 
quence he lodged five or six years in this gateway, 
which he rebuilt ; and to pacify his eminence, he 
adorned the front with the cardinal's cap, badges, 
cognizance, and other devices, ** in a very glorious 
manner.'* 

The following particulars respecting some of the 
other buildings are to be found in the register of the 
house: 

Brick Court, formerly called '^ Brick Buildings," 
north of the hall, was erected in the llth of Eliz. 
chiefly at the expense of Thomas Daniel esq. trea- 
surer. 

^^ In 9 Jac. I. certain brick buildings, adjoining to 
the east side of the Middle Temple gate, were erected 
by sir Walter Cope and sir Arthur Gorge, knights. 

*^ And in 10 Jac. (an. l6l2), those also of brick 
in the Fine Court, over the cloisters three stories 
high, by Francis Tate esq. a person of great learning 
in the laws, and eminent for his knowledge in an- 
tiquities. 

*Mn 13 Jac. I. those buildings of brick, near the 
Middle Temple gate, called Luther*s Buildings, were 
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i&ade by Anthony Luther, an utter-barrister of this 
house. 

'^ In 1 Car. I. (an. scil. i625) were erected those 
fidr brick buildings adjoining to the hall ; and the 
next year following, those brick buildings in the 
Pump Court. 

^^ In an. 1 62Q (scil. 5 Car. I.) there was an order 
made (19 Junii) for pulling down the fabric erected 
by sir Walter Cope and sir Arthur Gorge before 
mentioned, and to rebuild it that next vacation. , 

'^ And in the next year following (viz. an. 1 630, 
6 Car. I.) were erected those lodgings of brick on the 
east side of the Middle Temple Lane ; those also in 
Elm Court, and over the church- porch. 

^^ In an. l631 (7 Car. I.) was the building by tjie 
church in the Inner Temple Lane made : and in an. 
1637 (13 Car. I.) the rest of the brick buildings in 
the Pump Court, and between the Fine Court, Elm 
Court, Pump Court, and Middle Temple Lane, were 
set up." 

The foundation of the hall was laid in 1562, and 
the edifice completed in 1572, in the treasurership of 
Edmund Plowden ; but the curious carved screen at 
the lower end was not put up till 1574. The latter 
was paid for by a contribution of 20^. from each 
bencher, 10^. from a barrister, and from every other 
member 6 s. 8 d. 

The Middle Temple hall is the largest and finest 
room of the kind in any of the inns of court, being 
one hundred feet long, including the passage, forty- 
four feet wide, and in height upwards of sixty feet« 

r3 
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The roof is venerably constructed of timber, and the 
other decorations of the interior are in a style of cor- 
respondent grandeur ; but what adds particularly to 
the splendour of its appearance is, its fine stained 
windows. These contain the armorial bearings of 
one hundred and fifty- four persons, members of this 
society, most of whom were men of eminence, and 
among them several of royal and noble rank : the 
great bai/ window at the south-west end, alone, con- 
tains thirty coats of arms, and, when illuminated by 
the sun, has an uncommonly rich effect. 

Along the sides, which are wainscoted to a con- 
siderable height, are the arms and names of the 
readers, from Richard Swaine, dated 15g7, to 1804. 
This place is still preserved, and the readers annually 
elected ; but the lectures or readings, as before ob- 
served, have been long disused. There are upwards 
of two hundred and fifty of these memorials. 

The oldest date in the windows is 1540. This coat 
of arms was probably removed from the former hall 
which stood on this site. Among the more modem 
ones are those of the lord chancellors Cowper, Yorke, 
and Somers, the late lord chief justice Kenyon, lord 
Ashburton, sir Pepper Arden (afterwards lord Al- 
vanley), and the present lord chancellor. The arms 
of the last four are the work of Mr. Pearson, and are 
very beautiful : lord Eldon's has this inscription : 

^^ Johannes Scot baro de Eldon in com. Dtmelm, 

capitalis justiciarius com. placit. &. regicema* 

jestati a secretioribus consiliis J 799 ; summus 

Anglice cancellanus, acad. Oxon. senescallus 

1801/* 



THB MIDDLE TEMPLE. 24T 

Besides these decorations the hall oontains excel* 
lent busts of the twelve Caesars in imitation of 
bronze^ and full-length portraits of the following 
personages: Charles L and the duke d'Epemon 
(Vandyke), a very large picture from which a print 
has been engraved by Baron % king Charles IL, the 
duke of York afterwards James IL, William III., 
queen Anne, and king Greorge II. There is likewise 
at the upper end near the great window an ancient 
painting of the " Judgment of Solomon,*' of con- 
siderable, merit, with a Latin inscription beneath. 

The music gallery at the entrance must not be for- 
gotten : it is of right wainscot, supported by columns 
of the Doric order, fluted, and the pedestals enriched 
with figures in cdto relievo ; the intercolumniations, 
the pannels over the doors, and all the other parts of 
this beautiful screen, are most elaborately carved: 
s^bove it hang several suits of rusty armour, match- 
locks, &c. of the EliTMbethan era. 

The massy oak tables and benches with which this 
apartment was anciendy furnished, stiU remain, and so 
may do for centuries, unless violently destroyed, being 
of wonderful strength. In the parliament chamber are 
painted all the arms of the treasurers since the first 
who possessed the office : it is likewise adorned with 

It appears from Sully's ** MemoirB," Uiat Mons. de St. Antoine^ 
knight of Malta^ equerry to the king of Francey was sent to England 
by that monarch with six horses as a present to Charles I. This per- 
son, and not the duke d'Epemouy is thought by Mr. Granger to be 
represented in the above picture as holding the king of England's 
helmety a circumstance bo ways consistent with the dignity of the 
latter. ^ 
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some of Gibbons's carving. These rooms are both 
excellently well kept. 

The building of the hall, it appears, put the house 
much in debt, and the incumbrance was not discharged 
for some years afterwards ; for in 17 Eliz. (16 Junii) 
there was an order made in the parliament, ^^ that 
forasmuch as by one decree made 8 Febr. 13 £liz« the 
old pensions had been augmented for three years then 
next following towards the payment thereof;** and 
by another, held 10 Febr. 1 6 Eliz. that they had 
been augmented one year more to the same purpose ; 
'^ and that all these helps were not sufficient ; that the 
augmentation of the said pensions should continue 
yet one year longer." 

Entertainments.']'^ In the Middle and Inner Tem- 
ple halls were held several of the great feasts and hos- 
pitable Christmassings of ancient times. One of these 
yearly festivals, celebrated at the latter, is very mi- 
nutely, but with considerable quaintness, described by 
Gerrard Leigh in his *^ Accidence of Armory,** which 
we shall extract. The hero on this occasion was Dud- 
ley earl of Leicester, ^' who, with the romance of his 
mistress, styled himself Palaphilos, prince of Sophie.^ 
He was entertained by a person representing a sove- 
reign prince, and had for his officers the lords chancel- 
lor, privy seal, treasurer; the chief justices of the king's 
bench, common pleas, chief baron of the exchequer ; 
besides many other dignitaries of the law, and upwards 
of fourscore of the guard. Our author begins : 

*^ After I had travelled through the east parts 
of the unknown world to understand of deedes 
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of arms, and so arriving in the £ur river of Thames^ 
I landed within half a league from the city of Lon- 
don, which was, as I conjecture, in December last ; 
and drawing neer the city, suddainly heard the shot of 
double canons, in so great a number^ and so terrible^ 
that it darkened the whole ayr ; wherewith, although 
I was in my native country, yet stood I amazed^ not 
knowing what it meant. Thus, as I abode in despair, 
either to return or continue my former purpose, I 
dianced to see coming towards me an honest citizen 
clothed in a long garmen(t, keping the highway, 
seeming to walk for his recreation, which prognosti- 
cated rather peace than perill ; of whom I demanded 
the cause of this great shot ; who friendly answered : 
^ It is (quoth he) a warning shot to the constable 
^ marshal of the Inner Temple to prepare to dinner.' 
" ' Why (said I), what, is he of that estate that 
' seeketh no other means to warn his officers than with 

* such terrible shot in so peaceable a country ? ' — 

* Marry (saith he) he uttereth himself the better to 

* be that officer whose name he beareth.' 

" I then demanded what province did he govern 
that needeth such an officer? He answered me, 
' The province vras not great in quantity, l^ut ancient 

* in true nobility. A place (said he) privileged by 

* the most excellent princess, the high governor of 
^ the whole island, wherein are store of gentlemen of 
^ the whole realm, that repair thither to learn to rule 

* and obey by law, to yield their fleece to their prince 

* and common weal ; as also to us^all other exercises 
^ of body and mind whereunto nature most aptly 
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^ serveth to adorn by speaking, oountenance, gesture^ 
' and use of apparel, the person of a gentleman ; 
' whereby amity is obtained^ and continued, that gen- 
^ tlemen of all countries, in their young years, nou- 
' rished together in one place, with such comely or- 
^ der and daily confer^ice, are knit by continual ao- 
^ quaintance in such unity of mindes and manners as 
^ lightly never after is severed, than which is nothing 
* more profitable to the common weal.* 

^^ And after he had told me thus much of honour 
of the place, I commended in mine own concdt the 
polii^ of the govemour, which seemed to utter in itsdf 
the foundation of a good common-weal ; for that 
the best of their people, from tender years trained up 
in precepts of justice, it could not choose but yield 
forth a profitable people to a wise common-weal : 
wherefore I determined with myself to make proofe of 
that I heard by report. 

^' The next day I thought for my pastime to walk 
to this Temple, and entering in at the gates, I found 
the building nothing costly ; but many comely gen- 
tlemen efface and person, and thereto very courteous, 
saw I to pass to and fro, so as it seemed a prince's 
port to be at hand: and passing forward, entered 
into a church of ancient building, wherein were many 
monuments of noble personages armed in knightly 
habit, with their coates depainted in ancient shields^ 
whereat I took pleasure to behold. Thus gazing as 
one bereft with the rare sight, there came unto me an 
herehaught, by name Palaphilos, a king of arms, who 
curteously saluted me, saying, ^ for that I was a 
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^ stranger^ and seeming by my demeanour a lover of 

* honour, I was his guest of right:' whose curtesy (as 
reason was) I obeyed, answering, ' I was at his oom- 

* mandment/ 

*' Then said he, ' Ye shall go to mine own lodg<- 

* ing here within the palace, where we will have such 

* cheer as the time and country will yield us ;* where 
I assure you I was so entertained, as -no where met I 
with better cheer or company, &c. 

^^ — ^Thus talking we entered the prince his hall, 
where anon we heard the noise of drum and fyfe. 
^ What meaneth this drum ?' said I. Quoth he^ 
^ This is to warn gentlemen of the houshold to re- 
' pair to the dresser ; wherefore come on with me, 
^ and ye shall stand, where ye may best see the hall 
^ served ;* and so from thence brought me into a long 
gallery that stretcheth itself along the hall neer the 
prince's table, where I saw the prince sit ; a man of 
tall personage, a manly countenance, somwhat brown 
of visage, strongly featured, and thereto comely pro- 
portioned in all lineaments of body. Atthe nether 
end of the same table were placed the embassadors of 
sundry princes. Before him stood the carver, sewer, 
and cupbearer, with great number of gentlemen- 
wayters attending his person; the ushers making 
place to strangers of sundry regions that came to be- 
hold the honour of this mighty captain. After the 
placing of these honourable guests, the lewd steward, 
treasurer, and keeper of Pallas seal, with divers ho^ 
nourable personages of that nobility, were placed at a 
side table neer adjoyning the prince on the right- 
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hand : and at another table on the left side were 
placed the treasurer of the houshold^ secretary, the 
prince's seijeant at the law, four masters df the 
revels, the king of armes, the dean of the chapell, and 
divers gentlemen pensioners to furnish the same. 

'^ At another table on the other side were set the 
master of the game and his chief ranger, masters of 
houshold, clerks of the green cloth and check, with 
divers other strangers to furnish the same. 

" On the other side against them began the table, 
the lieutenant of the Tower, accompanied with divers 
captains of footbands and shot. At the nether end of 
the hall began the table, the high butler, the panter, 
clerks of the kitchen, master-cook of the privy 
kitchen, furnished throughout with the soldiers and 
guard of the prince : all which, with number of in- 
ferior officers, placed and served in the hall, besides 
the great resort of strangers, I spare to write. 

*^ The prince so served with tender meats, sweet 
fruits, and dainty delicates, confectioned with curious 
cookery, as it seemed wonder a world to observe the 
provision ; and at every course the trumpetters blew 
the couragious blast of deadly war, with noise of drum 
and fife, with the sweet harmony of violins, sackbuts, 
recorders, and comets, with other instruments of 
music, as it seemed Apollo's harp had tuned their 
stroke. 

'^ Thus the hall was served after the most ancient 
order of the island ; in commendation whereof I say, 
I have also seen the service of great princes, in solemn 
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seasons and times of triumph^ ]ret the order hereof 
was not inferior to any. 

^^ But to proceed^ this herehaught Falaplulos^ even 
before the second course came in^ standing at the 
high table^ said in this manner : ' The mighty Pala- 

* philos^ prince of Sophie^ high constable^ marshal of 
^ the knights templars^ patron of the honourable 

* order of Pegasus ; and therewith cryeth a laigess/ 
The prince^ praysing the herehaught^ bountifully re- 
warded him with a chain to the value of an hundred 
talents. 

'* I assure you I languish for want of cunning 
ripely to utter that I saw so orderly handled apper- 
taining to service ; wherefore I cease^ and return to 
my purpose. 

^^ The supper ended and tables taken up^ the high 
constable rose^ and awhile stood under the place of 
honour^ where his atchievement was beautifully em- 
broydered^ and devised of sundry matters^ with the 
embassadors of forein nations^ as he thought good, 
till Palaphilos king of armes came in^ his herehaught 
marshal^ and pursivant before him, and afler fol- 
lowed his messenger and Caligate knight ; who^ put- 
ting off his coronal, made his humble obeysance to 
the prince^ by whom he was commanded to draw neer 
and understand his pleasure ; saying to him in few 
wordes to this ef!ect : * Palaphilos, seeing it hath pleased 
^ the high Pallas to think me to demerit the office of 
^ this place, and thereto this night past vouchsafed to 
' descend from heavens to increase my further honour, 

* by creating me knight of her order of Pegasus ; as 
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^ also commanded me to join in the same socieiy audi 
^ valiant gentlemen throughout her province^ whose 

* living honour hath best deserved the same^ the 

* choice whereof most aptly belongeth to your skill, 
^ being the watchman of their doings and roister of 
^ their deserts ; I will ye choose as well throughout 
^ our whole armies^ as elsewhere^ of such special gai- 
^ tlemen, as the gods hath appointed, the number of 
^ xxiiii, and the names of them present us : com- 
^ manding also those chosen persons to appear in our 
^ presence in knightly habit, that with conveniency 

* we may proceed in our purpose.' This done, Pa- 
laphilos obeying his prince's oommandement, with 
xxiiii valiant knights, all apparelled in long white ves- 
tures, with each man a scarf of Pallas colours, and 
them presented with their names to the prince, who 
allowed well his choise, and commanded him to do his 
office ; who, after his duty to the prince, bowed to* 
wards these worthy personages, standing every man 
in his andenty, as he had borne armes in the field, and 
began to shew his prince's pleasure, with the honour 
of the order." 

These Christmassings lasted several days, and on 
each day the ceremony differed. The proceedings 
were regulated by a parliament expressly summoned, 
who having entered into a ^^ solempne consultation," 
the result was communicated to the other members 
of the house by one of the senior benchers;* the 
eldest butler was directed to publish the names of 
the various officers appointed for the occasion, ^^ and 
then in token of joy and good liking, the bench and 
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company pass beneath the harth^ and sing a caroU^ 
and so to boyer.** 

In the first place the stetvard was to provide five 
fat brawns^ vessels^ wood^ and other necessaries be- 
longing Ho the kitchen ; as also all manner of spices^ 
fleshy fowl^ and other cotes. 

'^ The chief butler was to have a rich cupboard of 
plate^ silver and parcel gilt ; seven dozen of silver and 
gilt spoons ; twelve fair saltsellers^ likewise silver and 
gilt ; twenty candlesticks of the like ; twelve fine 
large table-cloths of damask and diaper; twenty 
dozen of napkins suitable at the least ; three dozen of 
fiur large towels^ \^ich the gentlemen sewers and 
butlers of the house were to have every of them one 
at meal-times diuing their attendance. He was like- 
wise to provide carving-knives: twenty dozen of 
white cups and green pots ; a carving table; torches; 
bread ; beer^ and ale. The chief butler was to ^ve 
attendance at the highest table in the hall^ with wine, 
ale, and beer ; and the other butlers to attend at the 
other tables.** 

The constable marshal was to provide ^^ Sifair gilt 
campleat hameys (^uit of armour), with a nest of 
fethers in the helm ; and a fair poleaxe to bear in his 
hand, in order to be chevalrously ordered on Christ- 
mass day, and the other different days." 

Before Christmas eve was a grand dinner. The 
tables for this were all arranged with much form by 
the marshal, and the company placed according to 
their several degrees. The first course was brought 
in, preceded by the minstrels sounding their instru- 
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ments. The steward and marshal followed^ and after 
them the gentleman sewer ; and then came the meat. 
These three officers were to make all together three 
^' solempn curtesies/' at three several times^ between 
the screen and the upper table^ the first at the end of 
the benchers* table ; the second about the midst ; 
and the third at the other end ; and then withdraw- 
ing on one side^ the sewer performed his office. 

Dinner ended^ the musicians prepared to sing a 
song at the highest table : which ceremony accom- 
plished^ the officers were to address themselves every 
one in his office, ^^ to avoid the tables in fair and de- 
cent manner, beginning at the clerk's table -/* and 
thence proceeding to the next, and thence to alt the 
others, ^^ till the highest table be solempnly avoided/* 
All this time the musicians were to stand ^^ right 
above the hearth side, with the noise of their music ; 
their £ices direct towards the highest table : and that 
done, to return into the buttery, with their music 
sounding/' The second course was served like ^e 
first. 

The meal concluded with revels ; during which, 
and also at dinner, the porters were to view the 
comers in and out ; and for this service they were 
allowed a cast of bread and a candle nightly after 
supper. The revels and dancings continued the 
twelve days of Christmas^ and each day afler dinner 
and supper the senior master of the revels sung a 
'' caroU or song, and commanded other gentlemai 
then there present to sing with him and the com- 
pany," which was ^^ very decently performed." 
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On Christmas day^ aftet* hearing divine servioe at 
the Temple churchy the gentlemen breakfasted at the 
hall with brawn, mtistard, and malmsey. The first 
course at dinner on this day was *' a fiiir and large 
boar's head upon a silver platter^ with minstralsye/* 
At supper two gentlemen in gowns attended^ bearing 
two fair torches of wax next before the musicians 
and trumpeters^ and stood above the fire with the 
music till die whole first course was served in ; which 
performed^ they returned with the music into the 
buttery ; and this same order was observed during 
the whole CSiristmas festival* 

The gt^dest ca-emony, however, was on St. 
Stephen's day. This consisted of a sort of drama, 
in which the company personated various charac* 
ters, accompanied by music, dancing, and pageantry. 
The diief personage on this occasion was termed the 
Lord of Misrule. He was attended by his courtiers, sir 
Francis Flatterer, sir Randle Rachabite, sir Morgan 
Mumchance. and sir Bartholomew Baldbreech. The 
ceremony afler the first course commenced with the 
entry of the constable marshal, arrayed with a *^ £ur, 
rich, complete barneys, white and bright, and gilt, 
with a nest of feathers of all colours upon his crest or 
helm, and a gilt poleaxe in his hand/' He was ac« 
companied by another officer, called the Lieutenant of 
the Tower (from a large machine resembling a fortress, 
of which he was supposed the governor), and who was 
likewise armed in a similar manner. These two 
officers were preceded by sixteen trumpeters,, four 
drums and fifes, and four men in white " hameys'^ 

s 
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from the middle upwards^ with halberts in thdr 
hands^ bearing on their shoulders the tower. 

After this procession had walked three times round 
tlie fire^ the music playing, &c. the constable mar« 
shal and lieutenant knelt before the lord chancellor 
(always invited at this solemnity), and the former 
pronounced an oration of a qvxirter qf an haur*s 
length ; the purport of which was, to request to be 
taken into his. lordship's service ; he then delivered 
his naked sword to the steward, who presented it to 
the lord chancellor, &c. ; and during this ceremony 
the tower was placed near the fire. 

Then came the master of the game .and the ranger 
of the forest (two other characters so called), the 
former apparelled in green velvet, and the latter in a 
suit of green satin, having in his hand a green boW 
and several arrows, and each of them a hunting horn 
slung over the shoulder. Arriving at the fire they 
blew together ^^ three blasts of venery^"^ and paced 
round about it three times, and then making three 
curtesies, desired in the same manner to be admitted 
into the service of the lord chancellor* Other for- 
malities, too long to detail, succeeded the above, and 
the ceremony concluded with the actual hunting of 
2ifox and a cat^ with nine or ten couple of houndd 
round the hall, whose deaths terminated this very 
extraordinary and singular species of amusement. 

During these ^' revels, ^^ as they were very properly 
called, defaulters were to be committed to the cus- 
tody of the lieutenant ; but if they could make their 
escape to the buttery, and bring into the hall *^ n 
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/ manc^ uponliiepoint of a knife/' they were free : for 

the buttery in this case was allowed for ^' sanctuary/* 

On the " grand banquetting night" the inns of 

.chancery, were itivited to see a play and masque. The 
hall was furnished with scafiblds^ and, at the oondu- 
sipn of the entertainment, the ladies and other com- 

• pany were plentifully feasted. 

CA^rcA.]— The Temple diurdi belongs in com-' 
mon to the two societies : we have before mentioned 
the particulars of its foundation. This is a very beau- 
tiful specimen of the early Grothic .architecture : it has 

' three isles running eiast and west, and two cross isle$. 
The windows are lancet-shaped, very antique, and the 
western entrance, which answers to the nave in other 
churdies, is a spacious round tower in imitation of the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre (a peculiarity whidi 
. distinguishes all the churches of the knights tem- 
plars '). This is sq>arated from the choir, not by 
close walls, but by a handsome screen, which, how- 
ever, has the defect of obstructing the sight. It is 
supported by six pointed arches, each resting on four 
round pillars, bound together by a fascia. Above 
each arch is a window with a rounded top, with a 
gallery, and rich Saxon arches intersecting each 
other. Without side of the pillars is a considerable 
space preserving the circular form. On the lower 
•part of the wall are small pilasters meeting in pointed 

* Part of the first Temple churchy which gtood near Southampton 
Buildings^ Chancery Lane^ was discovered about a century agO| on 
pulling down some old houses. It was built of Caen stone, and or- 
tular like the present church. 

S 2 
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arches at top^ and over each jrillar a grateflqae 
head. 

The choir is a large building of the square form, 
evidently erected at another time. The roof is sup- 
ported by slight pillars of what is usually called Smsex 
marble ; and the windows on each side, which are 
three in number, are adorned with small pillars of the 
same* On the outside is a buttress between each* 
The entire floor is of flags of blade and white taat^ 
ble. The length of the choir is 83 feet, the breadth 
60, and the height 34: it is unencumbered with 
galleries. The height of the inside of the tower is 
48 feet, its diameter on the floor 5 1 , and the oratm- 
ference j6o. 

The pillars of this tower (six in number) are waiiN 
scoted with oak to the height of eight feet, and 
some have monuments placed against them, which 
injures the uniformity of the plan. It is singular 
that the small pillars, and the heads which ornament 
them,, are not of stone, but a composition resembling 
coarse mortar, which is very rotten, and from neglect 
and damp, threatens (unless repaired) a very speedy 
demolition. 

The Temple church is principally remarkable 
(excepting the feshion of the edifice itself, which has 
a very uncommon and noble aspect) for the tombs of 
eleven of the knights templars. Eight of these have 
tlie monumental effigies of armed knights ; the rest 
are coped stones of grey marble. 

The figures consist of two groups, out of which 
five are cross-legged ; the remainder lie straight. 
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£ach group is environed by a spacious iron grate. Iq 
the first are^^r knights, each of thein cross-legged, 
9nd three in complete mail, in plain helmets flatted at 
top, and with very long shields* One of these is 
known to have been Geofiiy de Magnaville, created 
earl of Essex in 1148 : the other figures cannot be 
id^itified either in this or the second group ; but 
three of them are conjectured by Camden to com* 
memorate William earl of Pembroke, who died in 
1219, And his sons William and Gilbert, likewise 
isarU of Pembroke and marshals of England. One of 
jdie stone coffins abo, of a ridged shape, is supposed 
by the san^e antiquary to be the tomb of William 
S^tagenet, fifth son of Henry III '• 

The dcess and accoutrements of these knighta are 
^xtn^mely singular : no two are alike, though all are 
armed iii mmU Their position likewise is varied, and 
there is still sufficient expression in the faces to shew 
that personal r^en^ltmce was aiiu^d at, 9nd.in some 
degree successfully. Qne figure is in a spirited atti- 
tude, drawing a broad dagger ; one leg rests on the 
tail of a cockatrice, the other is in the action of being 
drawn up, with the head of the monster beneath 3* 

* Weerer mentions a fragment of a funeral inscription^ once en- 
graved on one of these monuments, and preserved in manuscript in 
the Cottonian library, which proves it to have t>een placed there to the 
memory of one Robert Rosse, otherwise called Furjottf a Templar, 
who died about the year xa45» ^<^ ^^o gave to his brother knights 

' * • • • 

Ids manor of Ribstonl 

* The being represented cross^Ugged is not always a proof of the 
deceased having liad the merit either of having beeti a crusader, or of 
baving made a pilgrimage to the holy sepulchrcy if two modem in* 

S 3 
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Another is bare-headed and bald, his 1^ armed, his 
hands mailed, his mantle long ; and round his neck H 
cowl, as if, according to the common superstition of 
those days, he had desired to be buried in the dress 
of a monk, lest the evil spirit should take possession 
of his body. On his shield is ^Jleur de lys. The 
earl of Pembroke bears a litm on his shield, the arms 
of that great family. The helmets of all the knights 
are much alike, but two of them are mailed ^. 

The Temple church contains some few other an* 
cient monuments, chiefly to the memory of eminent 
lawyers, as Plowden, Selden, sir John Vaughan, &c. 
and one of a bishop in his episcopal dress, a mitre 
and a crosier, well executed in stone. 

The superior clergyman of the Temple diurch, 
since the reign of Henry VIII. is called master or castas 
of the Temple, and is constituted such by the king's 
letters patent without institution or induction : there 
is besides a reader and lecturer. In Stowe*s time 
it had four stipendiary priests, with a clerk, who had 
stipends allowed them out of the possessions of the 
dissolved monastery of St. John of Jerusalem. But 
the establishment was still greater in the Romish 

stances mentione<!l by Mr. Pennant of persons who died in the sevens 
teenth century, and are thus represented at the church of Mitton in 
Yorkshire, may be admitted as a contradiction of the common re^ 
ceived opinion. This, however, they scarcely can, as it was the 
opinion of Stowe, Camden, and other writers, who lived lon^ priort 
and whose information must have been derived from authentic his- 
torical sources, or very remote tradition* 

^ These figures are all beautifully engraved, and accurately de« 
scribed, in that truly" magnificent work, << Cough's Sepulchral Mon^- 
ments.'* 
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times^ when the several priests had a hall and lodg- 
ings assigned them within the house, as appears by« 
testimonials in the reign of Henry VII. The charges 
of the present church are jointly paid by both socie- 
ties^ who have each their side at divine worship. 

The tone of the organ here has long been remarked 
as the very finest in the kingdom. 

Garcfen.] -r-Shakespeare, whether from tradition or 
history, is unknown, makes the Temple garden the 
place in which the badge of the white and red rose 
originated, the distinctive cognizance of the houses of 
York and Lancaster, under which the respective par- 
tisans of each arranged themselves in the fatal quarrel 
irhich caused such torrents of blood to flow. 

« The brawl to-day, 

Grown to this faction in the Temple garden. 
Shall send between the red rose and the white, 
A thousand souls to death and deadly night ^.'^ 

The Middle Temple, as well as the Inner, is 
possessed of a very good library, to which strangers 
find a ready access during term time. Both contain 
many valuable MSS. ' ; but the far greater number 
belongs to the Inner Temple. 

9 First Part of Hen. VI. act a. sc. 4- 

' Catalogues of the numerous and valuable MSS. contained in the 
libraries of the inns of court, as well as of those in the possession of 
many other public sodetiesy have, by the laudable exertions of parlia- 
menty been lately printed, and may be seen in the Report of the se* 
lect committee for examining into the state of the *< public records.'' 
As this book, however, is by no means common, and the knowledge 
of such a treasure of literature ought to be generally known, we shall 
take the liberty to extract from the retunu of the law societies such 

S4 
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The MSS. of the Inner . Temple were prindpafiy 
collected and composed by William Petyt^ esq. keq)er 

particulart u arc most intecestingt and wluch the inquidtive reader 
will pardon our giving verbatim. 

<< The MSS. in the MBMe Ttmpk Ubfary are confined to the 
following : 

*^ A book, labelled * Plactta coram Rege. Temp Edw. x/ contain* 
ing, as appearSf a short state of records of proceedings and judgment^ 
in that king's court, in the several years of his reign. 

^ RotuliParliimentor\im Edw. a* x vol. 

£dw. 3* 4 
Rich. a. 4 
Hen. 4* 3 
Hen. 5. a 
Edw. 4* 3 
Hen. 6. 7 

** Journal (Commons) of Parliament, held at Westminster, May %f 
x66i ; and the said journal continued to Dec 30, 1678, % vols. 

*< Journal (IfOrds) of Paiiianient, from May z, 1660, to April 15^ 
1671, a vols. 

<< Dockets of all the Things that passed the Great Seal by Prhy SeaU^ 
or by immediate Warranty from Oct. ao, 17x0, to April 5, 1718, x voL 

<< Dockets of all the Things that pass^ the Seal without Pnvy 
Seal Bill, from Oct. ao, 1710, to Nov. ao, X714, x void — 37. 

<' The manuscripts in the library of the Inner Temple are above 40Q 
in number ; many of these are on subjects wholly unconnected with the 
present inquiry, as divinity, general history, &c. &c. : others are upoq 
subjects also not within the object of this inquiry ; but more nearly 
connected with it, such as several an<;ient manuscripts of English hia^ 
torians, viz. Hovedon, Higden, &c. 

^< The remainder may be thus classed, viz. manuscripts, concerning, 

^' I . Parliamentary matters. 

'^ a. Statutes and common law, 

'' 3 . Ecclesiastical matters. 

*' 4. Copies an^ extracts from records. 

•* 5. Repertories to other repositories. 

*^ 6. Miscellanea. 

*' z . Parliamentary Matters* 

^ These consist of copies from the Parliament Rolls, from Edw. a/ 
to Hen. 8. $3 yolumes folio. 
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of ^e Tower records^ and author of ^' ^e ancient 
Bights of the Commons of England asserted/' &o. 

<* Journals of the Houfc of Lords, from Hen. 8. to $% Car. a. 46 
▼olumes folio. 

« Journals of the House of Comoions, from 1604 to 17079 ts 
vo)^lnfe8fo^o^y 

** Proceedings io Parliament ^nd Miscellanies (see Miscellanea). 

^ The Antiquity, Power, and Privileges of Parliament (see alap 
Miscellanea). 

ff Cases argued in Parliament, in Mr. Ptynnc's own |Iand-wnting, 
and never printed. 

** a. Statutes and Common Law* 
** Comprising, x. Divers ancient Statutes from Magna Charta t<f 

^ A Volume of private Acts, frpm Hen* S. to Car. %^ 

** a. RQ>orts official, viz. 

^ Year Bookf , from 10 to z6 £dw. 3. inclusive. 

** Another Book f cpntains the foUowing Anni, 38, 40» 41, 4^ 
Edvr.j. 3 Hen. 6. 

** 3. Reports unofficial, viz. 

** A volume of Reports, in which there are a few pasf s in the 
ragns of £dw. 3. and Hen. 6. but chiefly temp. Phil. Sc Ma^* 
&£liz. 

^ Cases in the Courts of King's Bench, Conunon Pleas, and E^ 
chequer, temp. Eliz. Jac. j. Cfr. |. 9 original volumes folio. 

<< A Collection of Paper Books and Pleadings in Cases determine^ 
in the l^g's Bench, 14 to 97 Geo. a. 14 volumes folio. 

^ These were presented to the society by sir Martin Wright. 

^ Cases determined in Law and Equity, by Thomas Ley, esq.^ an^ 

* These MS. copies of the rolls an4 journals mast formerly have been of 
oonsider^ible use to the student. They «rf now, since they have beep 
printed, comparatively of very Ijttie yalue. 

f This year book is extremely valuable, the whole period to which it 
relates, except the tenth year, being deficient in tt^e printed copies. It is 
wtrj finely written, in a oo^v^l hand ; and, upon examining the tenth year 
with the printed copy, they appear so nearly alike as almost to induce % 
belief that this MS. for that year was used in the printed edition, 

1 The hand in which this MS. is written is not coeval. 
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publications which evidently prove him to have po&- 
seased great learning and industry. 

by him lately bequeatkcd to the society — — 1750 to 17659 4 vo- 
lumes. 

** J. BccUiiastical Matters^ vi%. 

« Clergy- 

** A Collection as to the Jurisdiction the Clergy htth used In Biig- 
land, and their exceeding the same, and a6 to Prohibilions and Modut 
Dedtiumdi. 

^ Ecclesiastical Courts : 

^ A Volume of Instruments and Proceedings therdn- 

** Another, containing Prohibitions^ ftc. 

** Rcgistrum Chaitarum Ecclesise Sarunu 

^ 4. Copies and Extracts from Xccordsf 

^ Pladta de Juratis et Assisis apud VtTigoin. Salop, ct NoTuai 
Castrum super Tynam, I9 a» 39 aoy ax Edw. z. 

<* Placita coram Rege Temp. Edw. i. 

** Placita coram Rege i ad 19 Edw. %. 

" Placita coram Rege z ad 37 Edw. 3. % toIs* 

^ Placita Temporibus Johannis, Edw. z. Edw. s. z Edw. 3. 

^ The above Placita are contained in 6 volumes folio. 

^ A set of very important MSS. upon various subjectSi intitled 
nmply, ^Kscorda^ which, upon examination, appear to contain a 
great number of copies and extracts from the charter roUs, daus 
rolls, patent rolls. 

** Placita of various courts, and other records, from the reign of 
king John to that of Edw. 4. in 38 vols, folio. 

^ London — Its Charters, Privileges, Proceedings, &c. collected 
by William Petyt, esq. upon the ^uo Warranto brought against the 
City by Charles %. % vols, folio. 

'' 5. Repertoriej to other Repositonej, 

<* An Index, or Repertory, to Decrees, Orders, Inrolments, and 
some other Records of the Court of Exchequer, from Edw. z. to the 
present Reign, compiled with great care and accuracy, by Adam 
Martin, esq. one of the sworn Clerks of the King's Remembrancer's 
Office, and by him bequeathed to the Society, % vols. Svo. * 

** A Calendar of all the Acts in the Clerk of Parliament's Office^ 
from za Hen. 7. to 3a Car* a* 

* A copy of this MS. is in the possession of D* B. Fowler, esq. of the 
exchequer* 
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lliis gentleman, by his will, bequeathed his MSS. 
to trustees for public use, who were not to suffer or 

^ A Catalogue of the Cottonian Library, % toIs. foUo. 

** 6. Mucelkmea, 

^ Under this comprehensive head, in this libnuy, are contained^ ' 

^ A large and yaluable set of manuscripts, intitled, < Frocecdiqga 
* in Parliament, and Miscellanies.' 

** Upon a view of these it appears, that besides parliamentary affiurs 
they^ relate to a great Tariety of important subjects, the principal of 
which seem to be the follovring, viz. 

** Ambassadors, Instructions to, &c. 

^ Alienation Office— Cinque Ports — Coronations — ^Divorce — ^Fish- 
ings— Forests— --Fortresses^— Heraldry— ^Installations— Letters, and 
other original Papers *--Knights Templars, their Privileges, Sec- 
Monasteries— Navy— Nobility— Papal Bulls and Letters— Precedency 
—Sheriffs — Soldiers — Stannaries— Star-Chamber^ Wards and live- 
ries. Court of— >Wolsey, Cardinal. 

^ Some of these are only treatises on the subjects to which they 
respectively relate ; but even these in general appear to be so replete 
with erudition, and to contain so much useful matter, selected from 
original records (some of great antiquity), that it would have been 
improper to have left them unnoticed. They comprise 56 vols, folio* 

** The same observations may be applied to another. 

^ %. Collection <^ MSS. principally concerning the Goyemment 
]C»f England. 

« The Kings. 

« Their Oaths and Coronations. 

** The Antiquity, Power, and Privileges of Parliament, &c. Con- 
tained in a6 vols, folio. 

^ 3. There is also a third collection divided into volum'es, bearing 
the following titles, viz. 

** De Fardonationibus, i vol. 

^ De Moneta, z vol. 

^ Cleri Litene Procuratione, &c. z vol. 

^Theatmm Criminalium, 5 vols, (being criminal proceedings 
chiefly on state affairs). 

^ De Provisionibus Papalibus in Anglia, a vols. 

* Some of these are valaable, with signs manual oi king) and queens of 

England. They chiefly comprehend the reigns from Hen. 8. to Eliz. (inclusive). 

a 
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permit them to be embezzled or sold ; and in ocder 
to their preservation he also gave 150/. towaxtb 
building or buying a place for their safe custody. He 
likewise left 50/. each to the use of libraries of the 
Inner and Middle Temple. 

The trustees of Mr. P.'s will assigned these books, 
together with the 1 50/, to the society of the Inn^er 
Teipple^ on condition that they should build a library 
for their reception, and admit the public to the free 
use of them, both of which have been complied with, 
and they have remained there since 1 707 , 

Mr. Caley, of Gray's Inn, appointed by the select 
committee of the house of commons to inspect these 
MSS. says, ^* I am convinced they contain an abun:: 
dant fund of information of th^ highest importance, 
evidently evincing the skill and juc^ment of the 
collector, and which may be consulted with advan- 
tage by the lawyer ^ the historian^ and th^ untiquarian^^ 

^ De CitatioQe NobiHum in Pariiamento ci extra, % toIs. 

** Dc Caitis conccsda Civibus et Burgisy i vols, making all together 
14 vols. foYioy of Copies and Abstracts of Records concerning those;, 
matters fix>m the Tower and other repositories. 

<* In addition to the above, there are m this library a few sixfgle 
articles deserving notice, viz. 

** Scotland.— A Collection of Treatises conoemiog it and its 8ab* 
ordination to England, i voL 

** Household Royal — A volume respecting it, made about i6ft2. 

** Coronation — ^The Proceedings of (he Coronation of Geo. i . r to!.. 

** Among the above MSS. there are very few which, strictly speak- 
ing, can be called originalti perhaps the original letters and papers, 
and the Registrum Cbartarum EccUsU Santm. are those only which can 
be properly so denominated ; bat many of these copies (which appear 
to be correctly made) may in future, and ptrhaps even already, be 
entitled to that appellation, from the loss or obliteration of the re- 
cords from wbenoe they have been transcribed." 
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Eminent Men, 

Among the illustrious characters educated at the 
Middle Temple, we find many who rose to the highest 
rank in their profession, ai}d were othierwise suf- 
ficiently eminent to merit a distinguished mention in 
the page of history. 

Lord chancellor Rich, a celebrated statesman in th^ 
reign of Henry VIIL was a member of this house, 
and served here the office of reader in the 2 1st of 
that monarch* In the 27 th of the same reign he 
was advanced to the place of chirographer of the 
common pleas, and soon afterwards to the dignity of 
the chancellorship. He distinguished himself as a 
leading man in many of the political measures of that 
day, and shared liberally with other of Henry's fa- 
vourites in the plunder of the religious houses. 

William Fleetwood, seijeant at law and recorder of 
London, an officer often noticed in the history of 
Elizabeth's reign, was another member who conferred 
celebrity on the place of his education. 

Plowden, the celebrated author of the *' Reports," 
studied tlie elements of legal knowledge, in which he 
.afterwards became so eminent a proficient, at the 
Middle Temple, and held here the office of treasurer, 
during the rebuilding of the great hall ; in one of 
the windows of which, his arms, with the date 15/6, 
still remain. This gentleman was of an ancient 
femily in Shropshire, and a most distinguished lawyer 
and author. Camden says of him, that in integrity 
he was second to none oif his profession. He lies 
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buried in the Temple church. On his tomb his 
figure is represented recumbent, and in his gown. 

Sir Thomas Smith, educated at this inn, was bom 
March 28, 1512, and was appointed dean of Carlisle, 
and provost of Eton, by Edward VI. He was afiter- 
wards secretary of state to that monarch and to queen 
Elizabeth, was sent ambassador to seyeral foreign 
princes in both these reigns, and had a principal 
hand in settling the public afiairs, both in church and 
state. In 1575 he procured an act of parliament, 
that the third part of the rent upon college leases 
should be always reserved in corrif at the low price at 
which it then sold. He .clearly saw that the colle- 
giate bodies would reap great advantage from this 
act, as there was the highest probability that the price 
of grain would be much advanced. He died 1576 '• 

Judge Dodderidge, another member of this society, 
and reader, 45 Elizabeth, rose to the honours of the 
bench from a very obscure situation, and was highly 
celebrated for his great legal knowledge. 

Sir Francis Moore, reader of the Temple in the 5 th 
of Jame&I. was bom at Ilsley, or Ildesley, near Want- 
age in Berkshire, and was a frequent speaker in par- 
liament in this and the preceding reign. In l6l4 

' Sir Thomas Smith, on account of the several spixitnal preferments 
he enjoyedy particularly the rectory of Leverrington in Cambridge- 
shire, and the provostship of Eton, is supposed by Strype to have 
been in deacon's orders. Of thls^ however, there is no direct evidence^ 
and the rectory might have been heft by any one who was a clerk at 
large : for though the law of the church was, that in such a case he 
should take the order of priestjhood within one year after his institu* 
tion, yet that was frequenUy dispensed with. 
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he was made seijeant at law ; and in 1616 knighted 
by king James at Theobalds. He was a man of 
merit in his profession, and of a general good cha- 
racter. His " Reports," in the reigns of Elizabeth 
' and James I. were published in 1663, with his por- 
trait prefixed. His learned reading concerning the 
statute on charitable uses, which he drew up himself, 
is printed with Duke's book on that subject. He died 
the 20th of November 1621 , aged 63, and lies buried 
at Great Fawley near Wantage. 

Sir James Dyer was constituted chief justice of the 
king's bench in the reign of Elizabeth, on which he 
conferred great honour by his superior abilities. He 
died in March 1581, and was author of a book of 
^^ Reports" in French, of which several editions have 
been published, and to which his portrait is affixed* 

Besides the above, we find the names of many 
others (members of this society), who were advanced 
to dignities, and were men of the first eminence in 
their day : as, sir Robert Catlyn and sir Edward 
Montague, chief justices of the king's bench, and 
the judges Corbet, Nicholls, sir Thomas Malet, sir 
James Whiteloke, &c. 

In the common pleas, sir Robert Broke, sir Nicho- 
las Hide, sir John Brampston, sir Robert Hide, and 
sir John Popham, all chief justices : sir Robert 
Berkeley, sir Anthony Browne, sir Edward Merven, 
sir fVancis Harvey, Weston, Walshe, and Southcote, 
judges of the same court : to these may be added, 
sudi as have presided in the exchequer court, or who 
h^ve been seijeants, recorders of London, privy 
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coans^lldi'dy speakers of the house of commons^ be* 
And among the great names of modem times^ the 
lord chancellors Cowper and Yorke; the immortal 
Blackstone ; the late lord chief justice Kenyon, 
and the present great ornament of the equity oourt^ 
lord chancellor Eldon* 



CHAP, IV. 

tlJNS OP CHANCBRY BELONGING TO tHE IEMPLE ^ 

CLIFFORD'S INN. 

Cliffobd*s Inn, a member of the Inner 'temple, is 
situated on the north side of Fleet Street, adjoining 
St. Dunstari's church, and is of very considerable 
antiquity. It derives its name from the honourable 
family of the bsLrons Clifford, ancestors of the earls of 
Cumberland, who had a residence there many ages 
' since, which was called, according to the custom of 
the time, " Clifford's Inn.'* 

Thq first of the family that appears to have pos- 
sessed this residence was Robert de Clifford, an 

< 

^ To the two l^emplesy the Inner and Middle, belonged five mns 
of chanceiy. Strand Inn (destroyed at the building of Somerset 
House), CIi£Ford'8 Inn^ Clement's Inn, New Inn, and Lyon's Inn; Of 
the ancient state of these, and indeed of most of the inns of chancery, 
which were, as before observed, of a subordinate rank, scarcely any 
iking can be said. There are no records which fix any certain date 
to their foundation ; and excepting their own local constitutions* 
which principally respected their exercues of learnings and were very 
dmilar to those of the other inns, their concerns may be said to have 
been absorbed in those of the larger inns of court, of which they 
were members. 
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officer of great power, in the reign of Edward IL 
who received it by a grant from that monarch, dated 
February 24, in the third year of his reign, in these 
words : 

'^ The king granteth to Robert Clifibrd that mes- 
suage, with the appurtenances, next the church of 
St. Dunstan*s in the West, in the suburbs of London ; 
which messuage was sometimes Malculines de Herley^ 
and came to the hands of Edward I. by reason of 
certain debts which the said Malculines was bpund 
at the time of his deaths to our sidd fiither, from 
the time that he was escheator on this sid^ TVent. 
Which house John earl of Richmond did hold at our 
pleasure, and is now in our possession,*'. &c. 

This grant was held by the service of one penny, 
to be paid into the king^s exchequer at Michaelmas, 

After the death of Robert de Oifibrd, Isabel, his 
widow, let the same messuage, 18 Edward IIL to 
the students of the law, or apprenticiis de banco, as 
they were then called, as appears by record : 

" Isabell quuejuit uxor Roberti Clifford messttagium 
unipartium quod Robertus Clifford habtdt in pcerochia 
S. Dunstani fVest in suburbio Londini, &c. tenuit et 
illud dimi^t post mortem diet. Roberti apprenticiis de 
banco, pro 10/. annuatim, &c. armo 18 Eduuardi 
tertii inquisitis post mortem Roberti.*^ 

ClifFord's Inn fell into the king's hands after this 
period, by means with which we are unacquainted, 
but returned again to the Cliffords. Since that 
time, first by lease, and afterwards by a grant in fee- 
farm to Nicholas Sulyard;^ esq. principal of this house^ 



274^ Clifford's init. 

and a bencher of Lincoln's Inn, in At reign of 
Henry VI. Nicholas Gkiybon, Robert Clinche, and 
others, the then seniors of it, and in consideration 
of 600/. and the rent of 4/. per annum, it has con- 
tinued to be a mansion for lawyers till the present 
time* 

This society was governed by a principal and 
twelve rulers. The gentlemen were to be in commons 
a fortnight in every term ; and those that were not, 
paid about 4s. a wedi, but not always certain. They 
sell their diambers for one life, and formerly had 
mootings. 

Their armorial ensigns are chequy cr and az. a 
fess gules, within a border of the third. 

In Maitland*s London, Gifibrd's Inn is said to be 
^^ of late years much enlarged in new buildings. lit 
the garden, an airy place and neatly kept, the gar- 
dens being enclosed with a palisado paling, and 
adorned with rows of lime-trees, are set grass-plats^ 
which have a pleasant appearance, intersected by 
gravel walks.*' 

Hie gardens do not altogether at present answer 
the above description, being rather neglected, and 
several of the houses in the Inn want rebuilding ; but 
it nevertheless is a tolerably pleasant retirement. It 
consists, like Clement's Inn, of three small courts or 
squares, two of which are separated by the hall, the 
passage of which forms a thorough&re into the two 
inner courts. 

It has the conveniency of three doors, or en- 
trances; the one into Serjeant's Inn, in Chancery 
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Lane^ another into Fetter Lane^ and a third into 
Fleet Street. 

The haU is a moderate-sized room^ and modern^ 
fhough built in imitation of the Gothic style. It 
contains nothing worthy of remark^ ezoept an old-^ , 
fashioned chesty in which are kept the original insti- 
tutions of this society^ and which are of a nature very 
similar to those of the other inns. 

In this hall sir Matthew Hale and the principal 
judges sat after the great fire of London^ to settle the 
various differences that occurred between landlord 
and tenant^ and to ascertain the several (Uvisions of 
property ; which difficult and important business was 
performed by them so much to the satisfaction of the 
dty^ that the mayor and commonalty^ in gratitude for 
so signal a service^ ordered their portraits to be painted^ 
and hung in the Guildhall^ where they still remain. 

In this momentous emplo}anent it is but justice to 
the memory of judge Hale to say^ that he was the 
first that offered his service to the city; and this 
measure certainly obviated numerous difficulties that 
would otherwise have occurred concerning the re- 
building of it ; insomuch^ says the author of his life^ 
^^ that the sudden and quiet building of the city^ 
which is justly to be reckoned among the wonders of 
the age, is in no small measure due to the great care 
which he and sir Orlando Bridgeman, then lord chief 
justice of the common pleas, used, and to t^e judg- 
ment they shewed in that afiidr/* &c. 
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LYON'S INN. 

LymCs hm is situate between Holywdl Street and 
Wych Street^ and is^ like the former^ an appendage of 
the Inner Temple* 

It is known to be a place of oonsideraUe antiquity 
from the old books of the steward's accounts^ which 
contain entries made in the time of king Heniy V. 
How long before that period it was an inn of chan- 
cery is uncertain. 

Its government was formerly vested in a tr^urer 
and twelve ancients. Tlie gentlemen of the house 
were in commons three wedks in Michaelmas term, 
in other terms two. They paid bs. for the reading 
weeks, and for the others 2^. 6<2. ; sold their cham- 
bers for one or two lives, and had mMtingt once in 
four terms. 

This little inn^ whose buildings at present exhibit 
evident marks of n^lect and decay, consists of one 
small square only, and has chambers built on two 
sides, the windows of the northern range looking into 
Wych Street, and the others into the inn : the south 
side is formed by the old houses in Holjnvell Street. - 

It has a hall, which stands in the south-west 
comer of the court, and was formerly, when pro- 
perly kept, .a commodious handsome room ; but it is 
now appropriated to indifierent purposes. 

The exterior is decorated with a handsome door- 
way, to which there is an ascent by a flight of stone 
steps and balustrades : the roof terminates in a pointed 
pediment, in the midst of which is the armorial bear- 
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ingof the .society ; a lion, in alto relievo, indifferently 
sculptured, and beneath, the date 17Q0* ' 

ST, CLEMENTS INN. 

St. ClemenCs Inn appears to have derived its name 
from the church near which it stands, and a cele- 
brated holy well adjoining; both of which were dedi- 
cated to the Roman pontiff St. Clement \ This well 
was one of the principal springs at which the city 
youth on festival days used to entertain themselves 
with a variety of diversions, and is the same which 
is now covered, and a pump placed in it, on the east 
side of St. Clement's Inn, and lower end of Clement's 
Lane. 

A house, or inn of chancery, for the education of 
the students of the law, was situated on this site in 
the time of king Edward IV. as appears from the 
book of entries *, from the record of Mich. 19 E. 4* 
fol. 61, tittdo, misnomer; where the defendant, to 
shew that he was not named of the right place of his 
abode, pleaded thus : — '* Dicit, quod tempore impe-. 

* ** There are (saith Fitzstephen) near London, on the north dde, 
ipecial wcla in the suburbs, sweete, wbolaon^, and cleere: amongst 
them, HolTwell, Clark's well, and Gemenf^ well, are most famous,^ 
and frequented by scholers and youths of the pity, when they walk 
forth to take the ayre V 

** The fountain called St. Clement's well, north from the parish 
church of St. Clement's, and neere unto an inne of chancery, called 
Clement's Inne, is faire curbed square, with hard stone, kept clean for 
common, and is always fiill f ." 

^ impr. Lond. 1598, fo. io8. 

* Stowe. f Ibid. J 
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tntionis brevis^ foit de bospicio de Qement*8 Inne^ in 
parochia S. Qea^tntis Dooonun, extra barram No?t 
Templi^ Lond, in comitatu Midlesexiae : quod quidem 
hospicium est, et teofipore ante impetrationis brevis, 
et diu ante^ fuit quoddam hospicium hominum curis 
legis temporalis^ necnon hominum ccmsiliariorum 
gusdem legis/' 

Whose inheritance it anciently was^ however^ is 
not known. In the year i486 (2 Henry VII.) sir. 
John Cantlowe knight, by a lease ' bearing date th^ 
20th of December, in consideration of xl. marks fine^ 
and 4/. vi^. viiirf. yearly rent, demised it for eighty 
years to William Elyot and John Elyot (in trust, as 
may be presumed, for the students of the law). 

About the year 1528 (20th of Henry VIIL) Cant- 
Iowe*s right and interest was passed to William 
Holies, citizen of London, afterwards knight, and 
lord mayor of that city^ and ancestor of the dukes of 
Newcastle, one of whom, John earl of Qare, son and 
successor of sir John Holies, the first earl, and whose 
residence was on the site of the present Clare market, 
demised it to the then principal and fellows. 

The .buildings of the present inn are all mod^n, 
and occupy three small courts ; through which there 
is a thorouglifiire in the day-time to Clare market and 
into New Inn. The chambers are by no means so 
good as those of the latter place. 

The hall fills one side of the middle square, or 
court, aiid is a well-proportioned and el^ant roomv 

I, 

> Ez autogr. penes principalcm et socios hujus hospidi. Videos 
etiam Rot. daus* de anno % Hen. 7. 
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H contains a good pcntrait of sir Matthew Hale^ and 
five other pictures of no importanoe. On the out-* 
ride, the front of which has a respectable and hand- 
some appearance^ are placed the arms of the society, 
argent^ an anchor (without a stock) in pale proper, 
and a C sable passing through the middle. 

In the middle of the garden, which adjoins that of 
New Inn, and is kept with particular neatness, id a 
sun-dial, supported by a figure of considerable merit 
kneeling (a naked Moor^ or African), which was 
brought from Italy by lord Gare, and presented to the 
society : it attracts much attention ^. 

The students who nestled at this and the several 
adjoining little law seminaries or inns, notwithstand- 
ing the greater severity than at present widi which 
they were governed, appear to have possessed much 
of the unruliness of the modem gentlemen of our 
universities, if we may credit the following anecdote 
told by Strype« Speaking of St. Clement's church, he 
says: 



* The following linet^ sdd to have been fbnnd stuck upon the 
figure of the Moor, supporting the sun-dial in the gardens of Cle- 
ment's Inn« the production of some unlucky wag, and given in the 
^ Elegant Extracts,'' have too much merit to be omitted in this 
flace: 

^ In v^n, poor sable son of woe. 

Thou seek'st the tender tear : 
From thee in vain with pangs they flow, 

For mercy dwells not here. 
From cannibals thou fled'st in vain ; 

Lawyers less quarter give ; 
The jSf-j/ won't eat you till you 're j/0i«9 

The /«/ wiU do 't ^Mw." 
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<^ Here about this church, and in the parts adjar* 
cent, were frequent disturbances, by reason of the 
unthrifts of the inns of chancery, who were so unruly 
on nights, walking about to the disturbance and 
danger of such as passed along the streets, that the 
inhabitants were &in to keep watches. In the year 
1582 the recorder himself, with six more of the 
honest inhabitants, stood by St. Clement's church to 
see the lanthom hung out, and to observe if he could 
meet with any of these outrageous dealers. About 
seven at night they saw young Mr. Robert Cecil, the 
lord treasurer's son, who was afterwards secretary o£ 
state to the queen, pass by the church, and as he 
passed gave them a civil salute : at which they said, 
Lo / you mcy see how a noblmutris son can use him^ 
self, and how he putteth off his cap to poor men : our 
Lord bless him. This passage the recorder wrote la 
letter to his father, adding, ' Your lordship hath 
^ cause to thank Grod for so virtuous a child \'* 

jLord chief justice Sanders, who succeeded sir 
Francis Pemberton, chief justice in 168I, received 
the rudiments of his education here, and was too ex- 
traordinary a person to be passed over in silence. 
He was originally, it is said, a strolling beggar about 
the streets, without known parents or relations, and 
coming often to beg scraps at Qement's Inn, was 
taken notice of for his uncommon sprightliness ; 
and as he expressed a strong inclination to learn to 
write, one of the attorneys' clerks taught him, and 
soon qualified him for a hackney writer. In this 
Station he took all opportunities of improving him-r 



KBW INK. 281 

«df by reading such books as he borrowed of his 
friends^ and in the course of a few years became an 
able attorney, and a very eminent counsel. His 
practice in the court of king's bench was exceeded by 
none : his art and cunning were equal to his know- 
ledge, and he carried many, a cause by laying snares. 
If he was detected, he was never out of countenance, 
but evaded the matter with a jest, which he always 
had at hand. He was much employed by the king 
against the city of London in the business of the qtto 
warranto. His person was as heavy and ungain as 
his wit was alert and sprightly. He is said to have 
been " a mere lump of morbid flesh ;*' the smell of 
him was so offensive, that people usually held their 
noses when he came into the court. One of his jests 
on this occasion was, that ^^ none could say he wanted 
issue, for he had no less than nine in his back.'* — See 
more of him in North's ^^ Life of the Lord-keeper 
Guildford,-' p. 224, 225 *. 

St. Clement's Inn is an appendage of the Inner 
Temple. 

NEW INN, IN Wych Stbbet. 

New Inn, since the destruction of Strand Inn, 
which anciently belonged to the Middle Temple, is 
the only law seminary remaining in the possession of 
that society. It stands contiguous to Clement's Inn 
on the west, and has little to interest, being built of 
brick, and entirely modem. In point of neatness, 
however, it may be proposed as an example to many 

* Biog. Hist. England. 
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of the other inns ; none of which are more jdeasanUff 
situated, and few so weU kept. 

The buildings occupy three sides of a square,^— 4fae 
fourth, or iK>rth-easterly part, joining to Clement'a 
Inn, from which it is only separated by a gate and iron 
railing. They contain a number of spacioua and 
handsome chambers, and which are in genecal in* 
habited by the more respectable part of the pro^ 
fessioh. The garden, which is a fine large plot- of 
ground, surrounded by iron railing, and is laid out in 
pleasant walks, is common to both societies. 

The hall is a high square brick building, and stands 
towards the south-east comer of the square: the 
front is adorned with a large clock. It has nothing 
withinside remarkable, but is a ^>acious and good 
room. 

The site of New Inn, about the year J 485, was 
occupied as a common inn, or hosteiy for travellers 
and others, and was called, from its sign of the Vii^n 
Mary, *' Our Lady Inn.*^ ** It bet^ame first an hos- 
tell for students of the law,'* says Dugdale, " (as the 
tradition is) upon the removal of the students of the 
law from an old inn of chancery, situate in Seacole 
I^ane, a little soutli from St. Sepulchre^s church, 
called St. Greorge's Inn^ and was procured from sir 
^ohn Fineux knight, sometime lord chief justice of 
the king*s bench, for the rent of 61. per annum, by 
the n^une of Nbw Inn." 

This tradition is further confirmed by Stowe :— 

^^ In St. George's Lane (near St. Sepulchre'$ 
church)> on the north side thereof remaineth yet an 
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olde wall of stone inclosing a piece of ground by Sea^ 
cole Lane, wherein (by report) sometime stood an 
inne of chancery ^ ; which house being greatly de- 
cayed^ and standing remote from other houses of that 
profession, the company removed to a common hos- 
tery, called of the signe. Our Lady Inne, not far from 
elements Inne, which they procured from sir John 
Fincox, lord ch jefe justice of the king*s bench, and 
since have held it of the owners, by the name of the 
New Inne, paying therefore sixe pound rent by the 
yeere as tenants at their owne will ; for more (as is 
said) cannot be gotten of them, and much lesse will 
they be put from it.'* 

This society was governed by a treasurer and 
twelve ancients. 

The members were to be in commons^ in their 
gowns and caps (as the other courts), one week in 
every term, or pay if not there. They had also an- 
ciently TTtootings once or twice a term. 

Their armorial ensigns are, vert, a Jlower^pot ar^ 
gent. 

New Inn may boast the honour of having educate 
the great sir Thomas More, who for some time 
studied here previous to his entering himself of Lin- 
coln's Inn, of which he was afterwards a reader. And 
here the students of Strand Inn, as being also under 
the same government of the Middle Temple, removed 
on the destruction of their house as before men- 
tioned by the protector Somerset. 

^ Part of this andent stone wall ifl stiH tobeaecnuiulcrtlichoaMa 
of BUbefi and Grtethorbtmr eoiarts^zt the back of the Old Bailej. 
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STRAND INN. 

Strand Itm, called also Chester Inn, or " C3ie8ter^» 
Inn/* was a house of chancery belonging to the 
Middle Temple, which stood near the church of St. 
Mary le Strand, and, together with that building and 
several others, was destroyed in the reign of Ed- 
ward VI. to make room for Somerset house, — ^the 
students having previously been removed to New Inn 
opposite. 

Ocdeve, the poet in the reign of Henry V. is said 
to have studied the law at *^ Chestre*s Inne," which 
is the only circumstance known concerning it« It is 
presumed by Strype to have been built on ground be- 
longing to the bishops of Qiester ; to one of whom, 
Roger de Mulnet, or de Molend, called also Longspi^^ 
Roger, named ih^Amnery by his deed, dated 1257, 
gave and confirmed '^ a parcel of land and buildings 
lying in the parish of St. Mary le Strand without 
London, towards Westminster ; and the same to hold 
to the said Roger and his successors by the yearly rent 
of 3^. at Easter.'* For the purchase of this the bishop 
gave 20 marks of silver. 

Chestre's Inn is frequently confounded with the 
house of the bishops of Chester, which stood near the 
^ame^spot, and was sometimes so named ; but Stowe 
says the latter was most commonly called ^^ Litchfield 
and Coventrees Inne, or London Lodgings," and was 
first built by Walter Langton, bishop of Chester and 
treasurer of England in the reign of Edward I. 
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• 

Many vacant pieces of land^ from Temple Bar and 
so towards the Strand^ lying in the parishes of St. 
Qement Danes and St. Mary Strand^ were about the 
same time granted and built upon : viz. in the 29th o[ 
Edward I. Walter de Barbur had granted him a void 
place in the high street^ in the parish of St. Clement 
Danes without the bars of the New Temple. The 
same year Robert Le Spencer had another vacant place 
of ground in the same parish^ containing forty feet 
in length and forty in breadth. The second of Ed- 
ward n. Thomas earl of Lancaster granted to the 
bishop of LandafF a place of ground near the church 
of St. Mary atte Strand^ containing fourscore feet in 
length and eight in breadth^ pi^o manso suo ibidem 
ehngand. (for enlarging of his mansion-house there) . 
And in the fifteenth of Henry II. John de Langton 
obtained for the bishop of Worcester a place in the 
parish of St. Mary atte Strand^ containing thirty 
perches in length and four in breadth. 

In the high street near the Strand some time stood 
a cross of stone against the bishop of Coventry or 
Chester's house aforesaid^ <^ whereof I read (says 
Stowe), that in the year 1294^ and divers other 
times^ the justices itinerant sat without London at the 
stone cross over agsdnst the bishop of Coventry's 
house^ and sometimes they sat in the bishop's house, 
which was hard by the Strand (as is aforesaid) ." 
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CHAP. V. 
LINCOLN'S INN. 

This principal inn of court occupies a large plot of 
ground on the west side of Chancery Lane (formeiiy 
called Chancellors Lane)^ nearly in the centre of die 
metropolis. It was founded partly on the ruins of 
the monastery of the '^ black friars/* who resided 
here previous to tlieir removal to the quarter which 
now bears their name^ and a mansion formerly be* 
longing to Ralph Nevil/ bishop of Chichester and 
chancellor of Englsmd in the reign of Heniy III. 

These black or preaching friars (thirteen in num-» 
ber) came into England with their prior Gilbert de 
Fraocineto in the year )2il ; about which time great 
numbers of mendicants of the different orders wer$ 
imported from the continent to reform the manner$ 
of the age. Peter de Rupibils^ bishop of Winchester, 
introduced them to Stephen Langton, archbishop of 
Canterbury, at his cathedral, who commanded the 
prior to preach, and so much approved of his sermon, 
that he became their warm patron. 

On their arrival in London, the piece of ground oil 
which the present inn stands, then described to be 
" without the wall of the city by Holbduni, near unto 
the old Temple,'* vras given them, and there they 
founded a house and church, where they met with 
several benefactors, particularly the famous Hubert 
de Burgo, or Burgh, earl of Kent, and Margaret, 
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dister to the king of Scots^ widow to Geofiry earl 
mardbal^ who were both buried here^ but afterwards 
removed to Ludgate. Hubert died^ according to traK 
^ dition^ at his m^ior of Banstead in Surry^ in 1242, 
having first bestowed on the friars his ** place," or 
palace^ at Westminster. This was afterwards sold by 
them to Walter Gray, archbishop of York, and left 
by him to his successors for ever as a town residence ; 
and hence denominated York Place. Cardinal Wol- 
sey gave it to Henry VIIL ; since which time it has 
been called fVhitehalL Margaret died in 1244 ^. 
In 1276 Gr^ory Rokesley, a devout and munifi^ 
. cent citizen, and then mayor of London, with the 
concurrence of the ^* barons of London %" granted 
.and gave to Robert Kilwarby, archbishop of Canter- 
bury^ two lanes or ways next the streets of Bay- 
4iard*s Castle, together with the materials of a tower 
called Mounffitchet^ then in decay, and standing near 
the Thames^ in trust for the same friars ; and by the 
voluntary aid of the king and others, they were 
enabled to erect a new convent, to which they soon 
afterwards removed. This ancient monastery fronted 
Holbom. 

• 

* At this monastery of the black friars a general conTocation of the 
order from all parts of Christendom^ and even the Holy Land^ assem* 
bled in X 2509 to the number of 4009 to treat of the affairs of their order^ 
having their meat and drink found them of alms, because they had no 
possessions of their own. The first day the king came to their chap* 
ter» entered and dined with them ; another day the queen sent them 
provisions ; and they were afterwards feasted by the bishops of London, 
and the abbots of Westminster, St. Alban'sy and Waltham. 

' Vide note 31 page 36. 
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The bishop's house was biult in a gvden in the 
lower part of the lane^ once betonging to John Her- 
lirom, as appears by the grant made to him of it by 
Henry, who excepted it out of the dcmus conuer^ 
wrum * (now the Rolls) . 

^^ The king granted to Balph bishop of Chiches- 
ter, chancellor, that place, with the garden, which 
John Herlirum forfeited in that street called New 
Street, over against the land of the said bishop in the 
same street; which place, with the garden and ap- 
purtenances, was the king^s escheat, by the liberty of 
the dty of London, as it was acknowl^ged before 
the king in his court of the tower of London, in the 
last pleas of the crown of that city',** 

* Ch* J. Brooke^ eaq. 

* The site of this hoiiac and garden tdll retunt the naaica of 
M^diop's Court'' and << Chidieater Roita." Of both thu and tiie firiarf 
tfaexc are now no remains* Chichester hoiue was standing as bte aa 
the reign of Elizabeth ; at which time Spebnan informs iu» sir Richard 
Read master in chancery^ and Bir. Atkinson a counsellor at law» men 
eminent in theirtime» resided. It had long before ceased to be the 
dwelling of the bishc^ of Chichester* who had for several years 
leased it to various persons. 

Of the extent or magnificence of this dweffing we are at present un* 
acquainted i but Matthew Paris, who speaks of its foundation^ tcnns 
it*< anobk palace.'' ** FenerabUupaUr{9ajzht)epUt9piuCUestrends 
Ejedti^bus de Ne^tta, cauellarhu Ang&^t &c. The venerable fiLther, 
Ralph Nevil, bishop of Chichester and chancellor of Englandf built 
bii noUe fakue from the ground not £ar from the NewTemple* and 
House of Converts; in whidi place he deceased in the month of Fe- 
bruary xa44*^' 

At this house, in the same year, the above author tells us, 
Banfface, the wrathful archbishop of Canterbury, with his retinue, 
lodged in his £unous visitation to the priory oi St. Bartholomew the 
Great : from both these drcumstances we may conjecture it to have 
been ji fine and large buildmg. 
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Richard de Wihte^ afterwards called Saint Richard^ 

Si 

it^as the next occupier of Chichester house after bishop 
Neyil ; about which period both that mansion and the 
deserted house of the black friars became appropri- 
ated to the study of the law ; but in what particular 
way does not appear. Tradition reports^ that Henry 
Lacy, the great earl of Linicoln, who in the next ^ 
had a grant by patent from king Edward I. of *^ the 
old friar house juxta Holbom, being a person well 
afiected to the study of the laws/* assigned the pro- 
fessors of it this residence, but we are not told whe^- 
ther by gift or purchase. From this nobleman, how- 
ever, it derived the name of Lincoln's Inn, which it 
still retains. Lacy died in 1310. 

To the earl of Lincoln's estate on this spot was 
soon afterwards added the greater part of that pos- 
sessed by the bishops of Chichester, who afterwards 
leased it to the students of the law, reserving a cer- 
tain rent and lodgings for themselves on their com- 
ing to London ; one of which students, Francis 
Sulyard, resided there till the*a7th of Henry VIIL 
In that year Robert Sherborn, then bishop of Chiches- 
ter, made a new lease of it to William Sulyard, the 
son of Francis Sulyard, usher of the bedchamber to 
king Henry VIII. and likewise a student of the 
same house, for 99 years, for the rent of 6 /. 1 3*. 4d. : 
this lease ended Michaelmas l634. 

Richard Sampson, one of the succeeding bishops 
of the see, passed the inheritance of this house and 
the garden called Cottrell Garden or Coneygarth, 
by his deed bearing date the 1st July, 28 Hen. VIIL 

u 
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to the said William Sulyard^ and Eustace his brother ; 
which grant was oonfirmed by the dean and chapter 
of Chichester the 1st of August then next ensuing. 

The inheritance thus settled in these two brothers, 
became vested by survivorship in Eustace, whose son 
and heir, Edward, by his deed bearing date the 12th 
of November, 22 Eliz. in consideration of 520/. 
conveyed to Richard Kingsmill, and to the rest of the 
then benchers, the aforesaid house and garden, &c. 
in fee ; and a fine was accordingly levied by him the 
said Edward and his wife. 

Buildings.']— In the year 1492 (8th Henry VII.) the 
society having raised a sum of money, partly by con- 
tribution, and party by loan, about two years afterwards 
the old hall was pulled down for the purpose of erecting 
another. The new one, however, was not begun to 
be built till fourteen years afterwards ', owing to a de- 
ficiency of funds. It was forwarded by a gift in 
13 Hen. VII. of John Nethersale, a member of the 
society, who bequeathed 40 marks, ^^ partly to- 
wards the building of a library here, for the benefit of 
the students of the laws of England ; and partly, that 
every priest of this house, then being, or hereafter to 
be, who should celebrate mass and other diviiie service 
every Friday weekly, should then sing a mass of 
rpquiem ; and also, in the time of the said mass, before 

* The loover (or lantern) thereon was not set up till 6 £dw. VT. ; , 
for in that year the charge was accounted for; the carpenter's work 
and timber amounting to xIt j. ; the smith's^ for the vane, viii /. ; the 
gilding thereof ids. ; the plumber's work vu/. xs. ; and the glasier's 
work xxzLr. On the outside were placed, in lead, the arms of Lacy 
carl of Lincoln, with Qmncy and flic earl of Chester's. 
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his first lavature, say the psalm of De profundis^ with 
the orizons and collects accustomed^ for the soul of 
the said John/* 

The next year, that fine ancient remain the great 
gateway, or Gatehouse Tower, as it is called, was 
contracted for, and the masons for the stone-work 
engaged. The timber was brought by water from 
Henley upon Thames. Towards this work sir Tho- 
mas Lovell, the founder of Holywell nunnery, and 
formerly a member of this society, but then treasurer 
of the household to king Henry VIL was a good be- 
nefector. The work however was not completed till 
the Qth of Henry VIII. and that by means of addi- 
tional assistance from the same person, whose libe- 
rality at length so far operated on the rest of the 
society, that, two years afterwards, all in commons 
were taxed, and orders made for the speedy payment 
of former subscriptions. An additional sum of 40/. 
was also allowed from the treasury of the house, and 
the structure was finally finished in 12th Henry VIII. 
the expense amounting to 153/. 10^. 8d. William 
Sulyard, before named, was the principal cashier and 
director of this work. 

The brick and tile used in the gateway were dug 
from a piece of ground then called Coneygarth, lying 
on the west side of the house adjoining to Lincoln's 
Inn Fields ; and l6/. 7^- 5(/. was paid for forty-three 
cart-loads of freestone, together with the wrought- 
work of the chimnies, and sculpturing the arms over 
the gate. 
But though the gate-house was thus finished, the 
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gates themselves were not ordei^ to be put up till th6 
25 Henry VIII. when the building was finally com-* 
pleted by an order of council, which lik^ewise directed 
tlie making of more brick for another building, under 
the direction of a Mr, Heyden the elder* This latter 
building contsdned nine chambers, and was three 
stories high. It stood on the postern side of the house 
towards the fields, and was begun in Trinity term, 
27 Henry VIIL the expense amounting to 199/, 8^.4(^4 

The 34th of Henry VIIL the street now called 
Chancery Lane was, at the expense of the society, 
ordered to be paved with stone as &f as the extent 
of their own house a^id garden : this cost 46/4 and 
txK>k place pursuant to an act of parliament, made in 
1 540, which directed the paving of the whole street '. 

In 1 & 2 Philip and Mary, the walk under the 
trees in the Coneygartli was made. 

The next structure was the kitchen ; t^hich, by an 
act in council, in 8 & 4 Philip and Mary, was 

' * Chancery Lane* in the time of Edward I. was so foul and dirty-, 
that John Briton> cvr/Al of Londofi, had it barred ttp> to hinder any 
barm that might happen in pasting that way; and the bishop of 
Chichester, whose house was there, kept up the bar for many yeais. 
Afterwards, howe?er> upon an inquisition made of the annoyances of 
London, the inquest presented, that John bishop of Chichester, ten 
years past, stopped up a certain lane, called Chancellor's Lane, 
kv€mdo ibidn duos stapmias cum una harrOf i. e. by setting up there 
two staples with one bar, across the said lane, whereby men with 
carts and other carriages could not pasft. The biiihop answered, that 
John Briton, while he was cnstos of Loifdon, for that the said lane 
was so dirty that no man could pass, set up the said staples and bar, 
ad nnam itiam dejutand* and he granted that what was an annoyance 
should be taken away) which was doac by the sheriff accordingly. 
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t>rdered to be new built of brick^ with a wall and 
gates; for supporting the charge of which every 
one of the society at the clerk's commons was assessed 
at }3s. Ad. ; every of the master's commons 20*. 
and every of the masters of the bench 26*. Sd. be- 
sides a benevolence from those who chose to give 
above that proportion. 

Till the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth^ 
the enclosure which separated Lincoln's Inn from 
Chancery Lane on the one side, and from the fields, 
since called Lincoln's Inn Fields, on the other, was 
merely an embankment of clay ; but in the first year 
of that princess an order was made that a brick wall and 
gates should be set up on the backside of the house, 
wd that the gates on the foreside (or gate-house) 
should be put up, which it seems, notwithstanding 
the directions given in 25 Henry VIII. was not 
before done. This work, however, lay dormant till 
4th Elizabeth, when new directions were given for 
making three thousand bricks, in the Coneygarth, 
and Mr. Newdigate, a member of the society, ap- 
pointed surveyor. These • bricks were employed in 
making the wall along the garden side towards Chan- 
eeiy Lane, with a pair of gates in the midst of it, 
and was finished in two years ; ten shillings being 
allowed to the panyer-man, for the loss he sustained 
in the produce of the garden destroyed in making 
the bricks. 

In 7 Elizabeth the gallery was built over the 
screen at the lower end of tlie hall. The ensuing 
year ^^ a fair and beautiful wall was ordered to be 
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made, on the backside of the house, together with a ) 

cellar and passage to the chapel. Provision of timber 

and other materials was at the same time made for 

other buildings on the north side of the qua- 

drangle, and which cost 450/. lU. \ld. These 

were afterguards enlarged at an additional expense of 

127/. 12*. 8d. issued for that purpase out of the 

treasury; and three years afterwards the well was 

converted into a pump. 

In 24 Elizabeth, eighty tons of stone, a hundred 
and sixty load of timber, and clay for making brick, 
were directed to be provided, in order to build cham- 
bers over the kitchen, the hall, entr} , and the pastry, 
the wood-house under the stairs on the east side, 
and another on the west side. * \ 

A wall, the full length of the ditch on the back- 
side, and another at the upper end, towards Holbom, 
was soon afterwards completed, besides a gate to- 
wards " Picket's Fields," and another in the brick, 
wall towards the pump, with a sink from the kitchen. 

In 35 Elizabeth the wall of brick was made, and 
cost 18/. I2s. 3d. ; and two years afterwards Messrs, 
Dalton, Hughes, and Collins, members of the so-< 
ciety, were chosen to see in what manner water 
might be brought to the house' in leaden pipes^ and 
to estimate the expense. 

In 44 Elizabeth, it being resolved to pull down 
the old buildings then standing between the grdt 
gate-house and John Bevington*s house (the nearest 
towards the inn on the south), in order to erect new 
ones of brick, stone, and timber ; persons having 
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chambers there were ordered to quit the same against 
an appointed time. 

In the beginning of the reign of James I. a brick 
wall, nine feet high, was ordered to be. made before 
the kitchen windows and chambers, and for enclosing 
the garden there ; and, two years afterwards, ano- 
ther brick wall, appointed to be set up by line, from 
the new wall near the north gate, leading to the 
walks, to the new wall towards the Antelope, and 
60/. allowed for the same. This enclosed the long 
walk. 

In 5 James, at a council, held 1 Qth June, an order 
was made for pulling down the old buildings of the 
short gallery " between the gate-house and the 
chambers of sir John Tindall, knight, and Mr. 
Henry Davies (two of the masters of the bench of 
this house) ; and that a new building of brick, stone, 
and timber, should be erected in the room thereof.'^ 
The following year it was ordered, that such as were 
overseers of the intended buildings, then in hand, 
should take into their consideration the building of a 
new chapel, and likewise of the long gallery, and 
some other buildings, then intended to be made in 
this house : and, in October following, it was farther 
ordered, that all such as had chambers in the said 
long gallery, should pay towards those new buildings 
50/. for each chamber, viz. 25/. apiece ; and such 
as were new takers to pay 70/. viz. 35/. apiece ; as 
also that the said building should be made twenty- 
four feet square within the walls, and nether rooms 
to have cellars^ wherein to lay wood. 

u4 
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This year also it was resolved that the did build** 
ings in the long gallery, near th^ Idtchen, «id to^. 
wards Bevington's house, should be pulled down, 
and a new building of brick, stone, and timber, 
erected in their place, which was accordingly done ; 
the expense amounting to 1 409/. Qs. 5d. besides old 
materials. And the siuxseeding year, a uniform 
building, containing twenty chambers, was directed 
to be built on the north side of the house, answerable 
in length and breadth to that last finished. 

The foregoing buildings comprise the andent part 
of Lincoln's Inn (with the exception of the chapely 
which will be separately noticed) , and are most of 
them yet standing, being those adjoining Chancery 
Lane, and approached by the great gate-house. 
The modem part, which occupies the greatest extoit, 
lies to the north and south, and consists of two 
principal piles of building, known by the name of the 
" New Square,'' or " Searie's Court,'* and the 
" Stone Buildings." . 

*^ Searie's Court" was part of the plot of ground 
called *^ Little Lincoln's Inn Fields," and received 
its name from Henry Searle, esq. a bencher of the 
house, whose property it was about 1 697 • It is sur* 
rounded on three sides by large handsome brick 
buildings^ the chambers of which are spacious and 
convenient, but for the most part want rebuilding. 
The fourth, or north side, opens on the garden. 

. In the. midst of this square, which is covered with 
grayd and neatly kept, is a fountain (as it is called)^ . 
consisting of a small handsome column^ of the 
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Corinthian order, from a design of Inigo Jones : the 
top supported a sun-dial, and the four comers of 
the pedestal infant tritons holding shells, which 
formerly spouted water. This is in itself a handsome 
decoration ; but if it was still kept playing, would 
preserve its name with more propriety, and give far 
greater pleasure than the basin of stagnant water, 
which at present scandalizes the place. 

The arms of Mr. Searie, with those of the inn, are 
in one corner of this square. 

The " Stone Buildings" are a set of rooms so 
called from the material with which they are erected, 
and stand towards the north end of Chancery Lane, 
immediately behind the *^ Six Clerks' Office,'* their 
fronts facing the west. This handsome range is part 
of a regular and noble plan, formed a few years since, 
for rebuilding the whole inn, but which has never 
iDcen completed. The chambers are the most plea* 
sant and elegant of any belonging to the society, 
having, independent of the gracefulness of the build- 
ings themselves, a spacious and very beautiful garden, 
the whole length in front with Lincoln's Inn Square^ 
or Fields, beyond. This piece of architecture is the 
work of sir Robert Taylor, and is not only simple 
and elegant in its exterior, but the rooms or cham- 
bers are on a grand and commodious scale. 

In the old part of the building, the principal ob^ 
jects worthy notice are, the gateway, the hall, and 
the chapel. 

The gateway is a large brick building, with a 
pointed stone arch, and has a most venerable appear* 
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atice. The gate itself was finished in 1518, but the 
other parts not till some years afterwards. This 
forms the principal entrance to the inn, and affords 
a view of the fine hall and chapel. Over the gateway, 
towards the street, are three coats of arms, of very 
sndent workmanship, viz. the royal arms of Eng- 
land, and on the right side this coat, within a garter, 
w, a lion azure, or purpure. On the sinister ade, 
another coat, within the garter, borne quarterly, 
being the bearing of the Lovels. Underneath is 
the date, Ann. Dom. 1518. These arms were new 
painted and refreshed in \6q5, as appears by the 
following inscription underneath : 

^^ Insignia Jute refecta decorata Johanne Hawlesj 
solicitatore generali thesaurario, 1695.** 

The hall is an extremely fine room, though by no 
means equal to those of the other inns. It is used not 
only for the commons of the society, but for sittings out 
of term, before the lord chancellor, in matters relative 
to suits in chancery. At the upper end of the hall is 
a picture that deserves the notice of a stranger, as 
the production of Hogarth, although a spedes of 
painting in which he was not most successful. The 
9ubject is St. Paul before Felix. 

This hall, which is now much modernized, was 
originally built in 1506, but has been many times 
repaired, as in 1&25, l652, in 1704, and 1706, 
and frequently of later times. 

Sir Thomas Lovel, at the same time that he 
built the great gateway, caused the Lacy arms to 
be cast and wrought in lead, on the loover^ or Ian- 
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tern of the haU, which was in three escutcheons^ a 
lion, rampant for Lacy, seven mascules voided for 
Quincy, and three wheatsheaves for Chester. On 
some reparation being made to this loover afterwards 
the arms were left out. 

LincoIn*s Inn chapel is a large edifice, in the Gothic 
taste,- built by Inigo Jones ; but the work evinces he 
had no true perception of the characteristic beauties 
of tliat style, and was never designed for a Gothic 
architect. It is reared on huge pillars and arches, 
which form an open walk beneath the floor of the 
chapel. 

The chapel windows are the most admired. They 
are of beautiful stained glass, by different artists, re-p 
presenting the prophets, apostles, &c. The designs^ 
however, are censured as poor, and the faces want 
expression. This edifice is siity-seven feet long and 
forty-one wide. . It is excellently well kept. 

The first foundation of this chapel was begun in 
the time of James I. in the 6th year of whose 
reign it was ordered that the old chapel, which was 
grown ruinous, and was besides inconveniently 
situated, and too small for the society, should be 
pulled down, and a new one erected in the court 
where it stood. But nothing was done till the 15th 
of the same king, when a select number of members 
was appointed by the bench, ** to consider of mate-^ 
rials for this chapel, and what stone and timbelr 
should be provided for it ; and whether Oxford 
stone should be concluded on, according to the 
workman's direction. And the model thereof was 
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recommended to the contrivance of Inigo Jones^ the 
king's surveyor-general, who, having made a draught 
thereof, estimated the charge of the same at 2000/.** 

Accordingly, a subscription was begun among the 
benchers, but falling short of 200/. ^' it was agreed 
and ordered, first, that each of the masters of the 
bench, and a8Sociate3 thereunto, should pay towards 
this structure xx/. apiece ; each of seven years stand* 
ing at the bar, xx nobles ; each of the bar, under 
that time, v/. ; and each gentleman of the house, 
under the bar, xh. 

" And ten days afterwards, at another council^ 
that there should be a general tax upon all such as 
had not contributed, or shewed their willingness so 
to do, towards this work. And for receipt of their 
moneys, Thomas Spencer, esq. was appointed trea«- 
surer, and Alexander Qiart his under-treasurer.** 

This general taxation, and other contributions 
which followed upon it, enabled the society, in about 
five years, fully to complete this edifice ; which was 
consecrated upon Ascension day, A. D. l623, 22 
James, by Greorge Mountaine the bishop of London, 
as appears by an inscription placed under his arms at 
the east end of the arched roof; doctor John 
Donne, then dean of St. Paul's, preaching upon this 
text, Facta sunt autem encomia HierosoJomiSy & 
hyems eraty & ambulabat Jesus in temploy in pfwUcu 
Salamonis. John, cap. 10. ver. 22 & 23. 

The walk beneath this building was used till of late 
as a promenade, to which it was ill adapted, being too 
cold for had weather^ and in fine too much seduded« 
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It has for some years been enclo^ with an iron hHW 
ing, aad is now used as a place of interment for the 
benchers only. 

The gardens of Lincoln's Inn are exceedingly 
pleasant^ and a great ornament. The terrace walk 
(which, together with the wall that supports it, 
were erected in l663, and cost nearly 1000/.) forms 
an uncommonly fine promenade, and is always open 
in summer to the public. The gardens themselves 
are adorned with a number of fine stately trees, 
and receive a sort of consequence from the grandeur 
of. the adjoining pile, called ^* Stone Buildings.'*' 
They are besides laid out with great taste, and ck- 
cellently well kept. 

From the terrace walk we have a prospect of 
one of the largest and most beautiful squ^es in 
Europe^ originally laid put by the masterly hand of 
Inigo Jones, and intended to have been built all 
in the same ^tyle and taste, but unfortunately not 
finished agreeable to the design of that great architect, 
^' because the inhabitants had not taste enough to be 
of the same mind, or to unite their sentiments for 
the public ornament and reputation," The disposi- 
tion of these grounds was, by the commission from 
the king, issued in l6i8% intrusted to the oare oi 

* It recites, ** that more public works near and about the dty of 
London, had been undertaken in the sixteen years of that reign, than 
in ages heretofore, and that the grounds called Lincoln's Inn Fieldt 
were much planted round with dwellings and lodgings of noblemen 
and gentlemen of qualitie ; but at the same time it was defonned by 
cottages and mean buildings, incroachments on the fields, and nu* 
aances to the neighbourhood. The commissioners were therefore 
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the lord chancellor Bacon^ the earls of Worcester^ 
Pembroke, Arundel, and nambers of other noble- 
men and principal gentry. 

Several of the original houses still remain to be a 
reproach to the rest, particularly Lindesey house, 
once the seat of the earls of Lindesey, and of their 
descendants^ the dukes of Ancaster, which was built 
after a beautiful design of the above architect. 

Lincoln's Inn library, which is situated in the Stone 
Buildings, contains, besides a good collection of 
books^ many very fine and curious manuscripts. 
These were removed in 1787 from the old library to 
the present, which is a handsome, spacious, and com- 
modious apartment, being made out of three sets of 
chambers. The manuscripts are in close presses at 
one of the ends of the library, where fires are daily 

Erected to reform those grievances^ and, according to their discretion^ 
to frame and reduce those fields, both for sweetness, uniformities and 
Gomelincs, into such walkes, partitions, or other plottes, and in such 
•orte, manner, and forme, both for publique health and pleasure, as by 
the said Inigo Jones (recited in the commission) is or shall be accord- 
ingly drawn by way of map *. But three years before an order had 
been sent from the council to the justices of Middlesex to forbid the 
erection of imj buildings whatever in Lincoln's Inn Fields ; by reason^ 
it is said, of the inconveniendes that could not be avoided by the swell- 
ing multitudes of people, which by that occasion were drawn thither 
from all parts of the kingdome ; and that as well in regard of the pro- 
vision of victual, then growing to a high rate, as also in respect of 
government and order; that there was nothing frequent in the skirts 
and confines of the city, but new-erected buildings ; and that some 
went about to erect new buildings in a field called Lincoln's Inn 
FieldS} with an intent to convert the whole field into new buildings, 
4 contrary to his majesties proclamation, and all other publick orders 
taken in that behalff and to the great pestring and annoyance of that 
society," &c. 

* Rymer, xvii. 119, no. 
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kept^ except in summer. The building is very sub- 
stantial^ with stone stair-cases and solid party-walls. 
The keys oi the presses are kept by the master of the 
library^ who is dbosen annually by the benchers from 
their own body, and the manuscripts cannot be viewed 
without a special order from one or two of the mas- 
ters of the bench. 

The first formation of the library of this sodety 
was begun in the reign of Henry VII. ; and in the 
early part of the reign of Elizabeth the building was 
erected ; but the books accumulated so slowly, that 
in the 6th of James L " it was ordered for the more 
speedy furnishing of the same, every one that should 
thenceforth b^ called to the bench in this society 
should give xxj. towards the buying of bookes for 
the same library ; and every one thenceforth called 
to the bar xiiis. iiiicf. : all which summs to be paid to 
Mr. Matthew Hadde, who, for the better ordering of 
the said library, was then made master thereof.'* 

The greater part of the valuable MSS. now in the 
possession of the society, were bequeathed by sir 
Matthew Hale, and have been accurately classed 
and explained in the return made to the select com- 
mittee for examining into the state of the public 
records. From which the following is an extract : 

" There is in the custody of the society of Lin- 
coln's Inn, being the property of the society, a con- 
siderable number of manuscripts, containing matters 
of a parliamentary, judicial, legal, and public nature. 
Among them there are, strictly speaking, scarcely any 
originals, but many of the transcripts and abstracts in 
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the collection have^ m solne respects^ acquired the 
value of originals, and are in the estimation of thos^ 
who have had occasion to examine them 6E great 
authenticity and importance. They belonged, for 
the greatest part, to that illustrious memba: of Lin- 
coln's Inn» lord chief justice Hale, who bequeathed 
them to the society by a clause in his will, whidi^ 
being short, it may not be improper to insert in this 
place^ both as it expresses the opinion of a person so 
eminently arable of appreciating their value ^ and for 
another reason to be mentioned afterwards^ 

^^ ^ As a testimony of my honour and respect to the 
society of Lincoln's Inn, where I had the greatest part 
of my education, I give and bequeath to that honour-^ 
able society the sevend manuscript books cotitained 
in a schedule annexed to my will. They are a trea- 
sure worth the having and keeping, which I have 
been near forty years in gathering with very great in- 
dustry and expense. My desire is, that they be kept 
safe, and also in remembrance of me. They were fit 
to be boun^ in leather, and chained and kept in ar^ 
chives. I desire that they may not be lent out or 
disposed of, only if I happen hereafter to have any of 
my posterity of that society that desires to transcribe 
aay book, and gives very good security to restore it 
again within a prefixed time, such as the benchers of 
that society in council shall approve of, then, and not 
otherwise, only oat book at one time may be lent 
out to than by the society. They are a treasure not 
fit for every man's view, nor is every man capable of 
making use of them. Only I would have notlung o£ 
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^ thefle booikfl printed, but entirely preserved together 
^ for the use of the industrious learned members of 
* that worthy sodety.* 

^' This dause was printed by Dr. Burnet at the 
end of his Life of sir Maitthew ; but for the sake of ac- 
curacy, an office copy of that and of the schedule 
have, on the present occasion, been obtained from 
Doctors' Commons *." 

* The numiucripts, trniflcriptSt and copies of books and documents 
pf a pubtic nature* in the library of Lincoln's Inn, may be annged 
under the three following heads : 

I. Statute Law ^ ComprebemUmgf 
X. Statutes, 
ft. Other parliamentary matters. 

IJ. Common Law and Matters rf' ajudidal Natttn : Con^rebfoMng^ 

!• Ancient writers on the law. 

ft. Copies and abstracts of records of various sorts. 

3. Itinera* Placita, and Assizas. 

4* Repertories of, and references to, records in public offices* 

J. Reports of judicial proceedings. 

in. Muceilaneous Articles. 

I. X. Statutes. 

Under this division there are various ancient manuscripts on vellum 
(some finely illuminated)» containing copies oi statutes from Magna 
Charta to the reign of Hen. 4. 

I. ft* Other Parliamentary Matters. 

These consist of 
Copies off X. Petitions in parliament in the reigns of £dw. x. £dw. a* 

Edw. 3. and Hen. 4. 
ft. Rolls of parliament in x8 volumesy including the several 

reigns from Edw. i. to Edw. 4. 
3« Summons to parliament in the reigns of Rich. a. Hen*. 4. 
Hen. 5. Hen. 6. and Edw. 4. 
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Orders far Gcvemmeni.'] Every member ot diUt 
society, upon his first admittance, was obliged to 
take an oath, the form of which was as follows : 

Dijurabis quod sis obediensy assistens, ei confarUms 
gubematoribus ejusdem hospicti eleciisy eligendis, et 

IL I. JhioimtWriUrj m fJbe Lavh 

Under this diTirioo the coHection oontaiai, 
I. ** GlaoTill Tnctatut deLegibus et Connictudinibiif Anglis 

Tempore Regii Henrici Secundi compodtot/' 
An ancient and fair manuacriptf which did not form part of tod 

Hak'skgacyi bat was lately presented to the society byMr.Sehryn; 

a. ** Bracton de Legibus et Consuetudinibus Angliae.'' 
Of this work there are two manuscripts on TeUum, both of giout 
antiqnityy and one of them differing materially from the printed edi- 
tions of 1569 and 16409 neither of which is considered as correctly 
published. Selden, in his ** Titles of Honour/' pointed out several 
errprs in the first edition,- which were, however, repeated in the 
other. 

3. ** Fleta sen Commentarius Juris Anglicani." 

A manuscript fairly written, but not ancient, and di£fering veiy 
little from the printed copies. There are many similar manuscripts 
extant. 

4. ** Home's Mirror of Justices.'* 

A fair manuscript on vellum, but not ancient. 

_ • 

n. a. CepUi and Ahttracts of B^cvrds of variotu Sbrf/. 

These all consist of transcripts or abstracts from the records in the 
Tower of London, being copies of, 

I. Close Rolls of king John, from the sixth year to the end of his 
reign ; of the whole of Hen. j.'s reign ; of £dw. z. from the 3d to the 
13th year; of Edw. %* from the zst to the aoth year; and of the 
whole of £dw. 3. 

»• Abstracts of the Close Rolls, from 23 Hen. 3. to az Rich, u 

3. Patent Rolls during the whole reign of Hem 3. 

4. Extracts from the Close and Patent Rolls of the-above periods. 

5. Hundred Rolls, viz. of Brampton andPoughley Hundreds, com. 
Oxon. 7 Edw. I. 

6. Welsh Rolls, from 6 to zo Edw. z. 
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pro terApord ibidem existehtibus in omiiibus gtibema^ 
tumem sodetatis efusdem caTicementibtu et toncemendis. 
And that taken by the governors : 

7. Roman Rolls, from x to a6 £dw. 3. 

8. Chartse antique, contained in two Tolume$> from A to Qj and 
from A A to NN. 

9. Exchequer Records, viz. Proceedings called Comnnmia from %% 
to 46 £dw. 3. and Memoranda Scaocarii from i to %% £dw. 3. 

1 V 

n. 3* liiturOf PUuitOt ^ ^shu^t viz. 
I. Itinera de Comubia, 30 Edw. i . 
Kandat Temp. Edw. x. and 6'£dw. %• 
London, X4 Edw. %. ' 

Bedford, 3 Edw. 3. and 4 Sdw. 3, 
Northampton, 3 Edw. 3. 
Derb. 4 Edw. 3. and 8 Edw. 3. 
Nottingham, 3 Edw. 3. 4 Edw. 3. and 8 Edw. 3. 
Foresta Lancastriae, 8 Edw. 3. 
a. Pladta de Banco Regis, Cpmrnuni Banco, &c. in the following 
Periods. 

Ittlptt^ Ytan. 

John X to 18. 

Edw. X. X to 35. 

Edw. a. X to 19. 

Edw. 3. X to 43, and 46 to 49. 

Rich. a. X to the end of his reign.* 

Hen. 4. X to 14. 

3. Assize during the Reign of Edw. 3; from hii ioth to 45th Tear. 

Henry 4. in his 8th Year. 
These transcripts are for the most part fairly written, and in hands 
coeval with the dates to which they respectively refer. 

n. 4. Et£pertories and References to Records in Public Offices. 

I. A Table to the Rolls in the Tower (the same which was printed 
by Powell, Lond. 4to. 163 1), and a Repertory of Escheats, Inqui- 
sitions, &c. for the Counties of Gloucester and Leicester: also in the 
Tower. 

a. A Repertory i>f Conunissions in the Exchequer, from Rich. 3. to 
aCar.'x. 

3. An Index to the Placita de Quo Warranto and Rageman in the 
Chapter House. 

X2 
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' T\tjurabis pro viribus iuis videos etfadas observati 
btmum regimen, fumorem, ei prqficuum ejusdem societa^ 
iis i feito S. Bamabe apostoli atmo regni regis 
Henrid Sexti xviij usq. festum Omnium Sanctarum 

X. Year Books, tometimes called RelationeSf Annals, NamtioiieSv 
Anni, 8c Temponu Of these there are many volumes, a few of them 
betttg duplicates. They also are for the most part £uriy written, and 
in the hands of the lespectiTe periods to which they relate, and which 
periods are, 

Rfigm, Yemn, 

Sdw. X. X7, x8, X9, 30, 3X, 3s. 

£dw. %• X to jio* 

Edw. 3* X to 46. 

]Uch.». », 6, 7, S, XX, xSf X3* 

Hen. 4* ft, S, IX, iz* 

Hen. 5* X, 5, 9* 

Hen* 6* x, «, 3. 

Edw. 4* xo. 

ft. Reports, not official, in the reigns <^Eli& Jac x. and Car. r. 
III. Under the head of misceOaneous articles may be noticed the 
following, as the most considerahle; 
X. Pipe Rolls, Temp. Edw. 4. 

ft. An ancient nuuinsoript on Telluffl ci ** lindewode's Proirindal 
Constitutions/' It does not seem to diffisr much firom the printed 
editions. 
. 3. Liber Niger Adminlitatis. Not ancient. 
4* A Book oi Inquisitions, taken at Lyim before the Loid l£gh 
Ad^niral, Temp. Hen. 8. 

5* Curia Militaris, being a Collection of Cases of Duel, which 
seem to come 4iown only to the reign of Hen. 6. and to be chicily 
taken from the Records in the Tower. 
. 6. Extracts from Records concerning the Mint* 
7. Claims at the Coronation of Rich. ft. , 

S. Two ancient Register Books of Chartularies, viz. of Battle an^ 
« Bath. These are perhaps to be consideredas originals. 

9. The book commonly called Lord Hale's Common«place Book, 
and thus described by him in his Schedule, ^ The Black Book of the 
new Law, collected by me, and digested into alphabetical Titles^ 
written with my own hand, and which is the original copy." 
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qaod'erit in anno Domini MCCCCXLL et deinde 
quous^. nos et sociv tui constittierint. 

In 3 & 4 Philip and Mary it was ordered that 
thenceforth none should be admitted into the fellow-i- 
ship of this house who had not been of an inn of 
chancery before, by the space of one year, except he 
paid for his admittance, for his not being in chancery^ 
40^. This sum, in 7 Eliz. was raised to five marksk 
But such as were utter barristers of FumivaWs Inn 
and Thayves Inn, of one year's continuance, were 
to be admitted for four marks. And the year fol- 
lowing, it was farther ordered, that every fellow of 
the above two inns of chancery, " by reason they 
were the proper houses of this house,*' as the register 
expresses, who had been allowed an utter barrister 
there, and had mooted there two vacations at the utter 
\fiSy should pay for his admission into the fellowship 
of this house only 13^. Ad. ; but utter barristers of 
any other inn of chancery 20^. 

And in 27 Eliz. it was decreed that the gentlemen 
after that time to be admitted, should pay as follows, 
viz. such as were of Fumivall's Inn, or Davy*s Inn, 
one year 40^. and sudi as were of other houses of 
chancery one year 3/. Qs. 6d. 

Several attornies and common solicitors having 
obtained admittances into this society, which was 
esteemed " no small disparagement," it was in a 
council, held 4 Junii^ in 11 Car. I. ordered, that 
none from thenceforth should be admitted. . And 
the better to prevent the like abuse, it was farther 
ordered^ that if any gentleman^ after his admittance, 

x3 
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should become an attorney, or oommon solicitor^ hi$ 
admittance should be ipso facto void. 

In 6 Edward IV. for the better advancement of 
learning in this house, at a general council held in the 
chapel (dedicated to St. Richard bishc^ of Chiches* 
ter), an order was made, '^ that all the members of 
this society, which then were, or should thereafter 
be, and every of them, so soon as they should be 
called to the bar, or admitted to the bench, should 
keep six whole vacations within the compass of three 
years immediately ensuing such their admission to 
the bench ; that is to say, one month in Lent^ in the 
time of the reading of this society^ and another 
month in autumn^ in the time of reading also ; and 
that they should also be personaUy present at the 
readings there, in every vacation, for the first week 
wherein the same lecture was to b^n. Ph)vid6d^ 
nevertheless, that if any bencher of this society did 
observe the whole remainder of the vacation^ \% 
should be allowed to him for a whole vacation^ and 
that he should be in commons for that whole month, 
during the before specified reading. And^ more- 
over, that every member of this society, who should- 
thenceforth be called and admitted from the bar to 
the bench, in manner and form aforesaid^ should 
swear upon the holy evangelists, to keep and observe 
six vacations, in all points as aforesaid, without any 
excuse whatsoever, .excepting sickness; or sickness 
of his or their fathers, moUiers, or wives ; or any 
suits, pleadings of assize, or nisi priu^, relating to 
them, or any one to their use, happening within that 
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month and time of such reading ; or within fourteen 
days before or after the said reading, upon pain of 
x«- to be forfeited and paid to the society for every 
defiiult in the premisses/* 

At a council, held on the day of the Nativity of 
St. John Baptist, 23 Henry VIII. it was ordered 
" for a continual rule to be thenceforth kept in this 
house, no gentleman, being a fellow of this house, 
dhould wear any cut or pansyd hosen or bryches, or 
pansid dobkt, upon pain of putting out of tlie 
house/* 

And so strict were the orders in those days, ito 
point of habit^ that, in 1 & 2 Philip and Mary, one 
Mr: Wyde of this house was by a special order, 
made upon Ascension day, fined five groats, for 
going in his study gown in Cheq)side on a Sunday, 
about ten o'clock in the forenoon ; and in Westmin- 
iter Hall, in the term-time. 

In 30 £liz. it was farther ordered^ that if any fel- 
low of this house should wear any hat in the hall or 
fhapel, or go abroad to London or Westminster 
without a gown, he should be put out of commons ; 
und pay such a fine, before hia readmittance, as the 
masters of the bench, then in commons, should 
assess. And likewise^ that if any fellow of this 
bouse' should wear long hairy or great ruffs ^ he 
should also be put out of commons, and pay such a 
fine, before he were readmitted, as the masters of the 
bench, th^n in commons, should assess. 

Also in 38 Eliz. ^^ tha:t if any fellow of this house, 
being a commoner ^ or repastery should^ within the 

x4 
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precincts of this house, wear any cloak, bootes and 
spurrsy or long hair, to pay for every offence 5^. for 
a fine, and also to be put out of commons. And in 
1 1 Car. I. it was also ordered, that what gentleman 
soever should come into the hall at meal-time, with 
any other upper garment than a gown, he should be 
suspended fh>m being a member of the society.** 

Equal formality was observed with respect to beards ; 
for, in 33 Henry VIII. an order was made, that 
none of the fellows of this house, .being in commons^ 
or at repast, should wear a beard, upon pain to. pay 
double commons or repasts during such time as he 
should have any beard. But this order being not 
strictly observed, the penalty was made greater in 1 
Mary, viz. that such as had boards should pay 12</* 
Jbr every meal they continued them : and every man to 
be shaven, upon pain of putting out of commons. 

In 1 Eliz. it was further ordered, that no fellow 
of this house should wear any beard above a fort- 
night's growth, and that whoso transgressed therein 
should, for the first offence, forfeit 3^. 4d. to be 
paid and cast with his commons ; and for the second 
6s. 8d. in like manner to be paid and cast with his 
commons ; and the third time to be banished the 
house. * 

Soon after, however, the &shion of wearing beards 
grew so predominant, that the next year it was 
agreed, *^ that orders, before that time made, touch- 
ing beards, should be void and repealed.** And no 
limits were henceforth put to that veneraUe 
crescence. 
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In 1 Eliz. there was an order made^ that no fellow 
of this society should wear any sword or buckler^ or 
cause any to be borne after him into the town. And 
in case any one transgressed^ he was for the first 
offence to £9rfeit 3^. 4d. to be paid and cast with 
his commons ; for the second time 6s. 4d. and in 
like manner to be cast into commons ; and the third 
time to be banished die house. And in 8 Jac. I. it 
was further ordered, that no rapier should be worn 
in this house by any of the society. 

In 32 Eliz. it was ordered, '^ that hot only the 
sportings, late watdiings, and exercises, before that 
time yearly used oq the hunting nigfu, but also their 
repair usually at a certain day yearly to Kentish Towkj ^f < i/- Ur 
and the dining, with sports and assemblies, before ^<> -"*•<' ^ 
that time used, should be taken away and no more 
exisrcised ;*' and that at those days and times all the 
fellows of this house should have and take their diet 
at such time and place, as on other days was thea 
used by an order of this house, and not otherwise. 

Public Expenses at great Solemnities.'] The first 
article of this kind noticed in the registers is in 
7 Edward TV. and was incurred for the justs then 
held in Smithfield, betwixt Wydeville lord Scales 
and the bastard son of the duke of Burgundy, upon a 
mandate received from the king, by the four inns of 
court, that each of them should furnish out four 
armed men for his guard. This was accordingly 
done, scaffolds being likewise set up to see the justs 
by this house, and the expenses defrayed by a rate. 

The next contribution was in honour of the coro* 
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nation a( king Henry VIII. ; when there was spent 
one hogshead of claret wine^ price QO$. and 5/. laid 
out in making scaffolds at Westminster^ to see the 
justings and til tings. 
J The third was on account of a mask^ in 1 1 Jac. h 

presented by this society before the king, at the 
marriage of the lady Elizabeth, his daughter, to the 
prince elector palatine of the Rhine, which cost no 
less than 1086/. 8^. lid. 

Shortly after, at the creation of the ^^ most iDua* 
trious Charles prince of Wales'* a taxation was agreed 
on, of 40s. apiece firom every bencher and assodate ; 
every barrister above seven years 30^*; every bar- 
sister under seve^ years 20s, ; and every gentleman 
13^. 4d. for defraying the charge of the performances 
at the barriers, in honour of that great solemnity. 

Lincoln's Inn first proposed the &mous mdsk 
which was presented to the king at Christmas, § 
Car. I. the total amount of which cost the four inns 
2400/. Towards this sum every bencher in this 
society paid 6/. ; every utter barrister of seven years 
standing, or above, 31. ; and under seven years 
standing 40$. ; and every gentleman 20^. ; and which 
was so well approved by the king, that, besides his 
thanks to them, he invited an hundred of the mem- 
bers of the four inns of court tb the mask at White- • 
hall, held on the Shrove Tuesday following. 

Revels.^ — ^Lincoln's Inn had anciently its dancings 
or reuels allowed at particular seasons, as well as the 
Temple, and that by the special order of the society. • 
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For it appears that, in g Henry VI. it was ordered^ 
V tfiat there should be four revels that year, and na 
more ; one at .the feasit of All Hallown, another at' 
the feast of St. Erkenwald ; the third at the feast of / 
the Purification of our Lady ; and the fourth .on 
midsummer day ;** one person yearly elected of thd 
society, being made choice of, for the director ot 
these pastimes, called the master of the revels. But: 
these sports were used long before that time, aar 
appears by an order of council, made on Allhallown 
day, 8 Eliz. that the musidans, at the ancient and 
solemn revels (for so they were then called) should 
have their stipend increased, for their service on the 
two principal feasts ; Allhallown tide and Candle-*, 
mas ; that is to say, where they were wont to have 
for their service done, for Allhallown even, All-r 
halloWn day at noon, and Allhallown day at night,. 
3^. 4d. ; that thenceforth they should have for their 
said service, at that time, 6s. 8d. and the like sum at 
Candlemas, having had but 3^. 4d. before. 

Nor were these exercises of dancing merely per-, 
quitted, but insisted on. For, by an order made 6th 
Feb. 7 Jac« I« it appears, *^ that the under-barristersi 
were by decimation put out of commons, for example's, 
sake, because the ^ole bar were ofiended by not dan-t 
cing on the Candlemas day preceding, according to the 
ancient order (^ this society, when the judges were 
present ;** with a threat, that if the like fiiult were 
committed afterwards, they should be fined or dis^ 
barred. 

Besides its '^ revels'" Lincoln's Inn had alsa 
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** grand Qiristmassings/* Inistead of itr ** lord of 
T misrale," it had its *^ king of the cocknies •/' th^ 

had also a ^^ Jack Straw f * but in the time of Elizabeth 
he and all his adherents were utterly banished. 

Grand Christmasses.'] — The first mention of these 
solemnities at this house is in g Henry VIII. it bang 
then agreed and ordained^ that he who should^ after 
that time, be chosen king on Christmas day, ought 
then to occupy the said room, if he were present ; 
and in his absence^ the marshal for the time beings 
by the advice of the utter barristers present^ to name 
another. 

And for the learning of young gentlemen to do 
service, that the marshal should sit ds king on New 
Year's day, and have like service as on Christmas 
day ; and the master of the revels^ during dinner- 
time, supply the marshal's room. 

Moreover, *^ that the king of cockneys on Chil- 
dermass day, should sit and have due service ; aad 
that he and all his officers should use honest manner 
and good order, without any wast or destruction mak-- 
ing, in tvine, braamy cheh/y or t>iker vitatlk : ad also^ 
that he and his marshal, butler, and constable marshal, 
should have thdr lawful and honest commandments 
by delivery of the officera of Christmass : and that the 
said king of cockneys, ne none of his officers , medyll neu 
ther in the buttry, nor in the stuard of Christmass his 
office, nponpain ofxls. for every such Tnedlrng. And^ 
lastly, that Jack Straw and all his adherents should be 
thenceforth lUterly banisht^ and no more to be used in 
this house y upon piuh to forfeit, for every time, five 
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pounds^ to be levied on every fellow ofiending against 
this rule/' 

But these grand Christmasses were not^ it seemfi^ 
constantly kept, by the following order entered in the 
register, 27 Nov. Tl Hen, VIII. *^ Yt is agreed^ that 
if the two Temples do kepe Chrystemas, then Chryste^ 
mas to be kept here: and to know this, the steward of 
the house ys commanded to get hnowlydge, and to ad- 
vertise, my masters by the next day at night. ^* 
• Readers.'] — By an order made in 3 Ed.. IV. it waa 
established, that the reader for summer should be 
chosen in Easter term, and the reader for Lent in 
Michaelmas term : and in 5 Hen. VIII. (i3 Junii) 
it was concorded and agreed, by the assent of the 
whole company of the bench, that none of the same 
bench, who were to read in the harvest vacation, 
should thenceforth charge the company of this house, 
in any wise, over the number of xii. bucks ; so that if 
it were the pleasure of the same reader to have more, 
he himself should be at the charge of them, " as well 
for the reward as for the baking.'' 

In 33 FXiz. the readings having declined, owing to 
the excessive expense of keeping them, it was with the 
advice of the judges ordered, " that no such readers 
should allow any greater diet in the hall of any house, 
either in wine or meat, than was allowed usually be- 
fore the first year of the queen's majesty's reign (viz. 
j.559). And that the stewards of the reader's drink- 
ing should not expend about the same, above the sum 
of twenty marks, that is to say, either of them 
vi/. xiiif. iiiirf. ; and that the steward of the reader's 
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Onoer should not ddray, about die diarges of the 
sud dinner, above xx/. viz. either of them xL at th^ 
most ; and that no reader should have more wine to 
be spent in his reading than two hogsheads at the 
most* 

*^ And the said justices thought proper to advise, 
that the readers should be recommended by the 
benchers of their houses, not only in the proportion 
of their own diet ; but also, what number of guests, 
and of what sort, they should bid to their table 
during their reading, to the intent that a mediocrity 
might be used frugally without excess/' 

These orders were ratified ; and for budis brought 
in during the time of reading, by way of assisting, 
the house allowed *^ towards the reward for each 
ms. iiiid. ; the rest to be at the reader's own charge.** 

They likewise agreed to allow '^pepper and Jlower 
for baking of all the venison which should be spent' 
in the hall, but not for what was spent at the reader's 
own table.'* 

The readers of this house might admit any person 
into the society they thought proper, and were al- 
lowed one clerk in commons at the rate of xxd. a 
week ; but a double reader, two clerks, each at the 
same rate. 

Eminent Men.'] — Of these Lincoln's Inn boasts a 
fer greater number among its members than any 
other of the law societies. The first on the illus- 
trious list is the famous sir John Fortescue, knight, 
lord chief justice of the king's bench in the reign of 
Hen. VI. and author of the learned discourse ^* J)e 



ijau£bus Legum Ajigli^t*^ This treatise was written 
in France during his attendance there upon his royal 
pupil Edward prince of Wales, eldest son of king 
Henry VI. (to whom he was then chancellor^ as we 
learn by the preamble) . Judge Fortescue was a mem-* 
faer of this society in the 6th of Hen. VI. 

Sir Arthur Plantagenet, knight, the natural son of 
Edward IV., afterwards created viscount Lisle^ was 
admitted of this society the 4th Feb. 2 Hen. VII. 

Sir Thomas Lovell, before mentioned, occurs in 
the list of readers 15 Edw. IV. as a " double reader," 
31 Ed. IV. and held the office of treasurer in the 
next jragn. He was made a banneret at the battle of 
Stoke A. D. 1487/ and was a great favourite of 
Henry VII., who, when a simple, esquire, made him 
chancellor of the exchequer for life. He afterwardg 
tose to the dignities of a knight of the garter, tr^- 
fturer of the household and president of the council, 
constable of the tower, and was one of the executors 
of Henry VII.*s will. He died at his house at Enfield 
in 1 524, and was buried in the chapel of Halliwell 
nunnery, Shorediteh, which he had refounded. 

Sir Thomas More. — ^This great man, whose ^' 
name and talents are too well known to need any. 
comment, removed to LincolrCs Inn from New Inn ; 
in the latter of which he first laid the foundation of 
that legal knowledge for which he was afterwards 
so celebrated. He is the first lay chancellor upon / 
record*, and presided in the chancery with great 

* It hat beeo said that he was the first lay chancellor since the reign' 
of Henry II. But it is certain that Becket» who was chancrUar ia 
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abilities. He was the son of John More^ who was 
himself for many years a puisne judge o( the king's 
bench, and died at a very advanced age« It is said 
that his son, in passing through Westminster Hall 
to the dianceiy, never £uled to fall on his knees and 
ask his blessing whenever he saw him sitting in the 
court. 

Sir Thomas More had the honour to be the inti- 
mate friend of Erasmus, and was himself a great 
master of the elegant learning of the ancients. His 
well-known ^^ Utopia,** a kind of political romance, 
gained him the highest reputation as an author. He 
was beheaded for denying the king*s supremacy the 
6th of July 1535, aged 53. 

Lambard, the great antiquary, and author (^ the 
^* Perambulation of Kent," and Spdman^ the learned 
author of the "Glossary,** and other excellent works, 
were both members of Lincoln*s Inn. Concerning the 
former, it was agreed by a special order of council, 
*'that having deserved universally well of thecommon- 
wealth and country, and likewise of the fellowship and 
society of this house, and being like hereafter to win 
greater credit to himself and the society of the house, 
he should have a room to sit amongst the society of 
the fellowship of the bench as other assistants used to 
do, without any thing paying for the same." 

Spelman was admitted of this society in 28 Eliz, 
and died " full of years, and of literary and virtuous 
fame,** in l641. 

that reign, was in holy orders when he bore that officey though he had 
thcDwn off the clerical habit. 
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Sir Jambs Lby was for his singular merit made lord 
diief justice in Ireland^ and afterwards in England^ 
by James L He wa»also by that prince created baron 
Ley^ and constituted lord high treasurer. On the 
accession of Charles he was created earl of Marl- 
borough. His Reports^ to which his portrait is af- 
fixed^ were first printed m l65Q. 

Sir John Denham, author of the admirable poem^ 
entitled '' Cooper's Hill," first studied at Trinity 
College, Oxford, and afterwards at Lincoln's Inn : he 
was an active loyalist in the reign of Charles I. and 
at the restoration was made surveyor-general and a 
knight of the bath. He died in March 1688, and 
was interred in Westminster Abbey, near the tombs 
of Chaucer, Spencer, and Cowley ; the latter of whom 
he survived but a few days. 

William Prynns, the author of the valuable col- 
lection of Records, in four large volumes ; Selden, 
sometimes styled ^^ the great dictator of learning to 
the English nation,'' a man of extensive and profound 
knowledge ; lord chancellor Egerton ; Lenthall, 
speaker of the parliament during the OUverian usurp- 
ation ; Oliver St.' John, earl of Bolingbroke, another 
conspicuous character of the same period ; sir fFil^ 
Ham Noy, author of " The Complete Lawyer,'* and 
other learned and judicious works, and attorney- 
general to Charles I. ; sir Ranulpk Creu?^, chief jus* 
tice of the common pleas in J 664 ; and, lastly,* the 
great sir Matthew Hale before mentioned; with 
many others equally celej:)rated,-^wa'e members of 
this inn. 
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Sir Matthbw Halb was eminent for all the seve- 
ral qualifications that compose the character of an 
able lawyer and a good man. His learning in his 
profession was scarcely equalled^ and never exceeded. 
But he was also a philosopher and a divine^ and was 
as good and amiable in his private^ as he was great 
and venerable in his public capacity. He was made 
a judge in 1653-4, and was, without exception, the 
most imparttat dispenser of justice of any of his con*- 
temporaries. His decisions on the bench (says a 
late historian) were frequently a learned lecture upon 
the point of law ; and such was his reputation for 
int^rity, that the interested parties were generally 
satisfied with them, though they happened to be 
against themselves. No man more abhorred the 
chicane of lawyers, or more discountenanced the evil 
arts of pleading ; and he was so vety conscientious, 
that the jealousy of being misled by his affections 
made him rather partial to that side to which he was 
least inclined. This excellent person died in 1676. 



CHAP. VI. 

THAIVE'S INN. 

Thaivb*s Inn, burnt down some few years since, and 
now converted into a private court, adjoined the parish 
churdii of St. Andrew, Holbom, and is lit least as old 
as the time of king Edward III. It took its name 
from one John Thaive, ot Tavie^ whose house it then 
was, and who directed^ that afler the decease of his 
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wife Alice^ his estates and the haspicium in qiu> ap- 
prenticii ad legem kabitare solebant should be sold in 
order to maintain a chaplain, who was to pray for 
his soul and that of his spouse : — '^ Ego Johcmrie^ 
Tavie armiger, &c. lego, animam meam Deo, &c. 
Item lego omnia tenementa mea^ cum omnibus suis 
pertinentiisy qtue habeo in parte australi, in parochid 
S. AndretSy Qfc. Aliciie, tixori me^e, ad terminum vitce 
mce : et quod post decessum pnedict/e AlicuBy totum 
illud fiospicium, in quo apprenticii ad legem habitare 
solebanty per executores meos, si superstites Juerint, 
una cum executoribus pradicta Alicue^ vendatur, et 
quod de pecunid inde perceptd unus capellanus idoneus 
pro animd med et animd pnecUctiP AUciise inveni- 
atury ft?c," 

This JohnTaive in 1348 left a very considerable 
estate to the support of St. Andrew's church in Hol- 
bom ; the value of which has so much accumulated, 
that, from the profits of it, the present church is re 
ported to have been principally rebuilt in 1670. 

Jn the reign of ]Sdward VI. one Gregory Nicholls, 
citizen an.d mercer of London, being possessed by in- 
heritance of the property of this mansion, granted it 
in the fourth year of the same prince to the benchers 
of Lincoln's Inn for the use of students of the law ; 
which society soon afterwards constituted it one of 
their inns of chancery, and vested the government in 
a principal and fellows, who were to pay as an ac* 
knowledgment to the mother house, the annual rent 
■ of 3/. &s. Ad. 

By the ancieftt orders of this society, the members 

x2 
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of Hiaive^s Inn were to be ten days in commons iff 
ismable terms, and in the rest of the terms a week^ 
and were allowed the sanle privileges for the admission 
of students into Lincoln's Inn as were enjoyed by the 
members of Pumivars Inn. 

FURNIVAL'S INN. 

Pumivars Inn is first noticed as a law seminary, itt 
its steward's account-book, written about the ninth 
of king Henry IV". and derives its name, like most 
of the other inns, from its original occupants, who 
were the lords FumtvaL This noble family was ex- 
tinct in the male line in 6 Ric. 11. ; some time before 
which period this inn was demised to the students of 
the law, as is evident from the above drcumstance ; 
but the precise date of its establishment as a school 
of legal education, is, like that of all the other inns,- 
involved in obscurity. 

By Joan, the daughter and heir to William lord 
Pumival, in the time of the former monarch 
(Henry IV.), the inheritance of Fumivars Inn came 
to Thomas Nevill, younger brother to Raph earl . of 
Westmorland'; and by Maude, sole daughter and 
heir to the said Thomas and Joan, it afterwards de- 
scended to John Talbot earl of Shrewsbury. In this 
line it continued till Francis- earl of Shrewsbury, in 
consideration of 120/. by his deed, bearing date the 
1 6th day of December, 1 Edw. VI. sold it to Edward . 
Gryffin, esq. then solicitor-general to the king, 
William Ri^re, and Richard Heydone, esqs. and their 
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heirs, to the use of the society of Lincoln*s Inn : 
which sum of i 20/. (the purchase-money) was paid 
out of the treasury of that society, and is entered in 
their register. 

The principal and £d[lows of Fumival's Inn, to 
whom a lease was granted by the society of Lincoln's 
Inn, were to pay yearly 3/. 6^. 4d. as appears by the 
accounts of that house, and by special orders there 
made, they were allowed several privileges as follows ^ 
First, in the 10 Eliz. it was ordered, that the utter 
barristers of Fumival's Inn, of a )rear's continuance, 
and so certified and allowed by the benchers of Lin- 
coln's Inn, should pay no more than four marks 
fipiece for their admittance into that society. 

The following year a Uke order was made, that 
every fellow of this inn, who had been allowed an 
utter barrister, here, and that had mooted here two. 
vacations at the utter bar, should pay no more for 
•their admissions into the society of Lincoln's Inn than 
13^. 4d, ; though all utter barristers of any other inn 
pf chancery, excepting Thaive's Inn, should pay 20^. ; 
and that every inner barrister of this house, who had 
mooted here one vacation at the inner bar, should pay 
for his admission into this house, but 20s^ ; those of 
other houses (excepting Thaive's Inn) paying 26s. 8d. 
Also, when by an order made at Lincoln's Inn, in 
27 Eliz* the admission of the gentlemen of this house . 
and Thaive's Inn into that society, was raised to 40^. 
those of other inns of chancery were strained to five 
marks ; and in 36 Eliz. those of this house had sq 
much ferther &vaur^ that they mighty after their a4^ 

xa 
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mittanoe into Liiioolii*s Idd, ttaj tiro yean in this bm 
of chancery^ pajiogtbeir pennoiis dmiDg dioK two 
yean; and that diey should be digchaige d of carting 
into commons, and of all vacations and diaig e s of 
Christmas, during the time of their st^ here ibr those 
first two yean. 

Amongst other roles and orden hong op in the 
botteiy of linooln^s Inn, were the fidlowii^ respecti' 
ing the ancient mootings of this society^ andtfiosegf 
Thaive*s Inn: 

^^ fai the Beading, 

*' Mootes in Ftimivall*s Inne, evoy Mund^r^ 
Tuesday, and Thursday ; and in Thayye*s Inne, 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, during the 
reading; but no exeroK afier^the reader's feast." 

This inn of chanceiy b situated in Holbom be- 
tween Brook Street and Leather Lane : it occupies a 
very considerable plot of ground, and is divided into 
tvi'o squares or courts. The first towards Holbom is 
of a good width, but shallow^ and built round on the 
four sides. The second or inner court extends the 
depdi of great part of Brook Street, and has cham-> 
ben on one side only : the buildings of both are in a 
sad state of decay, and appear to be very much neg- 
lected. 

The date of this inn^ that is to say, of the build* 
ings, is pot very ancient, though it has greater daims 
in point of age than most of the other inns of chan* 
eery : but whatever it may gain in this respect^ it 
most certainly loses in neatness and convenience ; for 
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it is, ^thout aoeption, the most dirty and desolate in 
its appearance of the whole. 

. The street front is an' uncommonly fine specimen of 
brick-work, being adorned with pilasters, mouldings, 
end various other ornaments, and extends a con- 
siderable length. . It contains a range of very good ' 
chambers, and beneath a handsome arched gateway 
leading to the interior parts of the inn. It appears to 
have been erected about the time of Charles II. 

The hall is seen on entering the gateway ; but its 
aspect is by no means calculated to make a favourable 
impression on the spectator. It is a low plain brick 
building, with a small turret, and two large projecting 
bow windows at the west end, and is, like the rest of 
the inn, in a mo8( neglected state. The north side of 
it, on passing through the passage or entrance to the 
inner court, with a small range of old chambers that 
adjoins, and whose fronts are plastered in the cottage 
style, have a singi^ly rustic appearance, and htsiv 
a much greater resemblance to a country village than 
a London inn of chancery. 

The interior of this hall is the best ; and, if not 
handsome, has at least some pretensions to antiquity ; 
a circumstance which, combined with the probability 
of its being soon destroyed, has made it thought 
worth preserving by a plate* Its. dimensions are 40 
feet by 24. The roof is of timber, arched; and di- 
vided into pannds by ribs springing from the sides ; 
but it is veiy plain and poor, compared with others of 
a similar kind. Hie floor ^t the upper end of the 
hall is raised a step for the principals^ as at the Middle 
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Temple, &c. It has in like manner a fire-place in the 
midst, and the same dispoiition of tables and bendies; 
but they have no appeanmoe, nor ^ hall itself, of 
being often used. 

In the windows of this room are a few armorial 
bearings : it likewise cxmtains portraits of lords Ray- 
mond and Paigeliy. 

- Thomas Fiddell, of Furnival*s Inn, gent, one of the 
attomies of the court of common pleas, was author of 
a book, entitled, '^ A perfect Guide for a stuctious 
young Lawyer, being Precedents for Conveyancing.** 
The first edition, containing his portrait, was pub- 
fisfied in 4to. l654. 

This soifiety were governed by a principal and 
twelve ancients ; and the members pf the house, ac« 
cording to the old .constitutions, were to be in corn** 
mons ^ fortnight in every term, or pay two shillings 
per week if absent. 

Their arms are, argent a bend between six mart** 
lets, gules within a border of the second. 

The whole of this inn, it is reported, is soon to bei 
pulled down. 



CHAP. VIL 

GRATS INN* 

Gratis Ikn, the fourth and last inn of court, stands 
on the north side of Holborn, nearly opposite the end 
of Qiancery Lane, from which it extends,^ but en- 
.veloped by houses, to Gfra/s Inn Lane^ a very con- 
WenMedi.Unce«,.tward. 
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• It derives its name from- the lords Gray of Wilton, 
w'hose residence it originally was^ and one of whom, 
John, the son of Reginald de Gray, in the year 1315, 
obtained a license ' froni the king, *^ to grant xxx 
acres of land, two acres of meadow, and ten shillings 
rent, with the appurtenances, lying hi Kentish Toum 
near London^ and in the parish of St. Andreufs, in 
Holbonis without the barr of the old Temple, unto 
the prior and convent of St« Bartholomew's in Smiths- 
field, to furnish a certaine chaplain to celebrate divine 
service every day in the diapel of Pourtpole without 
the barrs (that being the chapel to this house), for 
the soul of the said John, and for the souls of hia 
ancestors, and all the faithful deceased for ever." 

About the latter end of the reign of Heniy VIL 
viz. Aug. 12, 1505, Edmund lord Gray of Wilton, 
by indenture of bargain and sale, passed to Hugh 
Denny, esq. his heirs and assigns, the manor of 
Portpoole, otherwise called Gray's Inn, four mes* 
suages, four gardens, the site of a windmill, eight 
acres of land, ten shillings of free rent, and the ad-^ 
vowson of the chantry of Portpoole afoi^said. 

This bargain and sale was afterwards confirmed by 
a release, dated the 1 5th of February, 22.Hen. VII. *, 
£rom the said Edmund lord Gray, Richard Gray^ 
clerk, and John Gray brother of the said Edmund^^ 
- sons to sir John Gray of Wilton, deceased, made 
unto the said Hugh Dennys, esq. and Mary his wife, 
Edmund Dudley, esq. Roger Liipton, clerk,^ Godfery 
Toppes, Edward jChamberleyn, William Stafford^ 

' Pat. S £• 9. p. %. m. zo. 
' Claus. %% H. 7* p. 4. m.4». 
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* 

JohnEmlejr^ Thomas Figot, Richard Brc^^ Wil* 
liain Tey, and Michael Fisher, to the use of the said 
Hugh and Mary his wife, and the heirs of the said 
Hugh. 

Ahout eight years afterwards the prior and convent 
of l^ene (Richmond in Surry), in consequence of 
the royal license granted to them 20 Edw. IV. to 
purchase lands in mortmain to the value of 100/. 
per annum, obtained leave of Henry Vm., that the 
said Hiomas Pigot and Richard Broke, Serjeants 
at law, John Heron, esq. Roger Lupton, derk, God* 
fry Toppys, and Thomas Arture (some of the 
feoffees before mentioned), might grant '^ the said 
mannour of Portpole, with the appurtenances, four 
messuages, four gardens, one croft, eight acres of 
land, and xs. rent with the appurtenances, with the 
advouson of the same chanteries, unto the said man- 
ner belonging, unto the said prior and covent of 
Sbene ; to have and to hold to them and their suc- 
cessors, in part of satis&ction for that CI. per annum 
land, which they had license ftx>m king Edw. IV. to 
purchase, as aforesaid." 

The prior and convent of Shene being thus pos- 
sessed of the premises, demised them to the students 
of the law for the annual rent of 6L I3s. Ad. ; at 
which rent they were held of that monastery till the 
dissolution, when, becoming the property of the 
crown, a grant was made by the king \Vk fee-farm^ as 
is evident from the treasurer's accounts, 18 Nov. 
32 Hen. Vin* where entiy is made of the above* 
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mentioned rent being paid to the king^s use. The 
property still continues vested in the crown. 

The orders for learning and government being in 
this society very similar to those of the other inns, we 
shall only notice a few of the more curious. 

At a pension (meeting) held ;n the first of James I. 
in consequence of the royal pleasure, signified by the 
judges, that none but gentlemen of descent should be 
admitted of the society, the names of candidates were 
ordered first to be delivered in to the bench, that con* 
aideration might be had of their quality. 

Readers.']— hi temp. Ed. VI. it was ordered, that 
double readers were to have in commons but two 
servants, and single readers one. Readers elected 
and refusing to serve were to forfeit 10/. The rea- 
der was to be allowed 35^. for a hogshead of wine : 
and in l6 Eliz. it was spedally ordered, that the 
reader should have a hogshead of wine, ^' be the 
price more or less : "' he was also to have allowance 
and commons for eight persons. No reader was to 
have allowance, either of reward, or any other allow- 
ances, in respect of venison, for above the number of 
twenty brace of bucks, and a lease of stags, and the 
same to be spent in the house: and in 28 Eliz. 
(6 Junii) the reader for that summer was allowed for 
every week ten bucks and no more. 

In 34 Eliz. (22 Nov.) Mr. Ellys, the then reader 
of this house for autumn, was amerced at ten pounds 
for breaking the judge's order, in reading so short ; 
and in twenty nobles for calling eight utter hamsters^ 
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whereas by the rules of this house he was to haie 
called but four. 

In 9 Jac. I, it was ordered^ that . thenoeforth 
no wine should be provided for the reader's table at 
the general chai^. Three years afterwards the house 
allowed the then two readers 2 hogsheads of wine, 
30 bushels of flower, 30 lb. of pep^, and a ^^ reward 
for 30 budLS and 2 stags, which were to be equally 
divided between them.** But the grotes (groats) of 
the gentlemen in commons, and the aUowanoe for 
eight gentlemen coming to the reader's table, 
36^. 8d. was wholly allowed to the then reader 
elect, on account of the election of three seijeanta 
out of the society, every gentleman giving 3^. 4d. 

CommansJ] — In 3 &4 Ph. &M. (21 Oct.) it was 
ordered, that allowance at the accounts should be 
made by the auditors to the steward for every mess,^ 
as follows, viz. for every mess of a raster in beef, six- 
pence ; for every loin of mutton, six-pence*; and for 
every bayler in beefy a mess ltd. And in igEliz. 
(8 Maii), that every fellow of this house should 
' thenceforth pay for every repast taken at dinner viiid. ; 
and for every repast at supper viii^I. 

In 23 Eliz. (7 Maii) there was an agreement at 
the cupboard, by Mr. Attorney of the Dutchy, and aU 
the readers then present, that the dinner on CSood 
Friday, which had been accustomed to be made at 
the costs and charges of the chief cook, should 
thenceforth be made at the costs of the houde^ with 
like provision as it had been before that time. And 
likewise whereas they had used to have eggs arid green, 
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9auce on Easter day, after service and commanion^ 
for those gentlemen who came to breakfast, should 
in like manner be provided by the house, and no 
calves heads were to be provided by the cook. 

In 40 Eliz. (30 Jan.) it was farther ordered, that, 
to avoid disturbance and confusion of service, every 
gentleman of this house, not being of the third table, 
who should thenceforth go down to the dresser either 
to fetdi his own meat, or change the same ; or not 
presently to sit down to his meat, when the servitors 
have messed him, or take meat by strong hand from 
such as should serve them, to be put out of commons 
ipso facto. 

No gentlemen were to be served out of rank 
or course. No g^tlemen were to go down to die 
dresser in dinner or supper time to fetch or change 
any mess of meat, or to take any meat from any gen* 
tleman or officer, but be orderly served at their several 
places^ upoii pain to forfeit five shillings for every 
such ofience, presently the same week to be cast into 
commons. 

Banquets and suppers, on account of the great ex- 
cess they caused, were forbidden, under a penalty of 
five pounds. It was likewise ordered, 1 2 Jac. I. ^^ that 
thenceforth, neither in term nor vacation, there 
should be other beer taken in, then after the rate of 
six shillings the barrell** 

' Apparel^ — The l€thof Eliz. an order was made, 
that every man of this society should frame and re- 
form himself for . the manner of hi$ apparel^ accord- 
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ing to the prodamation then last set forth^ and with-* 
in the time therein limited ; else not to be accounted 
of this house : and that none of this society should 
wear any gown, doublet, hose, or other outward gar- 
ment, of any light colowr, upon penalty of expulsion : 
and within ten days following, it was also ordered^ 
that none should wear any white doublet in the house 
after Michaelmas term ensuing. 

In 27 Eliz* it was fiuther ordered, that whoso- 
ever, being a fellow of this house, did thenceforth 
wear any hat in the hall, at dinner or supper time, he 
should forfeit for every time of such his offending 
Zs. Ad. to be cast into commons at the next ac* 
oompt, to the use of the house, without any re- 
mission. 

So also in 42 Eliz. that no gentlemen of this so- 
dety do come into* the hall, to any meal, with their 
hats, boots or spur^, but with their caps, decently 
and orderly, according to the andent orders of this 
house, upon pain for every offence to forfdt Zs. Ad. 
and for the third offence expulsion. Likewise, that 
no gentleman of this sodety ^o go into the dty or 
suburbs, or to walk in the fields, otherwise than in 
his gown, according to the andent usage of the gen« 
demen of the inns of court, upon penalty of 3 ^. 4 d. 
for every offence ; and for the third expulsion, and 
loss of his chamber. 

In 7 Jac. (27 Nov.) there was an order made^ 
that all the gentlemen of this society, except the 
master of the requests^ and the king*s solicitor, should 
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thenceforth wear caps in the hall, both in term^tkne 
and vacation, except in the twelve days at Obristmas, 
upon penalty of 12^. for every de&ult ; and thebut-^ 
lers to present such defaults : also, that no gentle* 
man of this society should thenceforth come into the 
hall in term-time, or vacation, in boots, upon penalty 
of I2i£. .for each default ; and the butlers to present 
such default. And in 8 Jac« (24 Oct.) that if any 
gentleman of this society should come into the com- 
mon hall of this house to break&st, dinner, or sup* 
per, or to hear any exetxase of learning, being 
booted ; that then he should be out of commons ipso 
facto, and not to come into commons again until they 
had done their conges. 

It was afterwards ordered, that every gentleman of 
this society should conform himself to wear a cap ia 
the hall, at dinner and supper time, upon penalty of 
10. d. for every de&ult, according to the ancient orders 
of this house. ^ 

Sports and PastiTnes.'] — ^At a pension held here in 
Michaelnrjas term, 21 Hen. VIII. there was an order 
made, that all the fellows of this house, who should 
be present upon any Saturday at supper, betwixt the 
feasts of All Saints and the Purification of our Lady ; 
or upon any other day, at dinner or supper, when 
there are revels, should not depart out of the hall 
until the said revels were ended^ upon the penalty 
of 12cf. 

In 4 Edw. VI. (17 Nov.) it was also ordered, that 
thenceforth there should be no comedies, called in^ 
ierludes, in this house, out of term times, but when 
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the feast of the Nativity of our Lord is solemnly 6b* 
served : and that when there shall be any such ccMne-" 
dies^ then all the society at that time in commons to 
bear the charge of the apparel. 

And in 28 £liz. (26 Nov.) that no gentleman of 
this society, nor any other by the appointment, 
choice, or assent of any gentleman of this house^ 
should in time of Christmas, or any other time, take 
upon him, or use the name, place, or commandment 
of Lord^ or any such other like, or break open any 
chamber, or disorderly molest or abuse any fellows or 
officer of this house, within the precinct of the same, 
upon pain to be expulsed for the abuse or disorder 
against any such fellow, and being put out of com* 
mons for abuse of any officer. 

In the 10th of king James the gentlemen of this 
house were, together with those of the other inns of 
court, actors in the great mask at Whitehall, given in 
' honour of the marriage of the princefs Elizabeth with 
the Count Palatine. The expense incurred by the so- 
ciety for this entertiunment was defrayed by an as- 
sessment of 4 /. each for the readers, the ancients 
2/. 10^., the barristers 2/., and the students 20^. 

An order was afterwards made, that the gentle* 
men who were actors in that mask should bring in 
all their masking apparel, so provided at the charge 
of the house. 

And in 4 Car. I. (17 Nov.) that all playing at dice, 
cards, or otherwise, in the hall, buttery, or butler's 
chamber, should be thenceforth barred, and forbidden 
at all times of the year, the twenty days in Christmas 
only excepted. 
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la the reign of Elizabeth there was an order 
xnade^ that no laundresses^ nor women called vic- 
tuallers^ should thenceforth come into the gentle- 
men's chambers of this society, unless they werejidl 
forty years of age ; nor send their maid-servants^ 
of what age soever, into the said gentlemen's cham- 
bers ; upon penalty, for the first ofFence, of him that 
should admit of any such, to be put out of commons ; 
for the second to be expelled the house. 

In 29 Elizabeth, for the better relief of the poor 
in Gray's Inn Lane, it was ordered that the third 
butler should be at the carrying forth firom the but- 
tery, and also at the distribution of the ahns, thrice 
by the, week at Gray's Inn gate ; to see that due 
consideration be had to the poorer sort of aged and 
impotent persons, according as in former time he 
had used to do. And whereas the panyer-man and 
under-cook did challenge to have a corrody of the 
broken bread ; it was likewise ordered, that for those 
days that the said alms were given, they should have 
each of them a cast of bread (three loaves apiece, in 
lieu thereof) ; to the end the whole broken bread, and 
the alms-basket, might go to the relief of the poor. 

Among the other ancient constitutions of the 
society were the following : That no officer of this 
h6use should keep or enjoy his office longer than he 
shall keep himself sole and unmarried j e!!3ccepting the 
steward, the chief butler, and the chief cook. 

That civility and due respect be used by every 
fellow of the society to the readers and ancients, and 
others his seniors^ upon pain of amerciament. 

z 
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That such fellows of the sodety as eome td oom- 
mons in the hall, or to exercises, or to pension, 
come in their gowns, or be amerced. 

That no fellow of the society pass up or down the 
liall, or from place to place there, with his hat on his 
head, when the society is met at meals or exercises, 
or other public occasions. 

That no fellow of the society stand with his back to 
thejire* 

That no fellow of the society make any rude noise 
ii) the hall, at exercises or at meal-times. 

That no fellow of the society, under the d^ee of 
an ancient, keep on his hat at readings or moots, or 
cases assigned. 

That if any fellow of the society, being summoned 
to attend the pension, to answer to any matter Idd 
to his charge, shall wilfully refuse to come, he is 
to be amerced for his first offence, and for the second 
offence expelled. 

That in all cases of wilful contempts by any fellow 
of the society, against the orders of the house, and 
of opposition to execution of the penalties, the 
punishments are, as the case shall require, amercia- 
ment ; screening his name; coming in with congees ; 
loss of chamber ; prosecution by pension writ ; pro- 
secution by warrant from the judges ; suit upon his 
bond; expulsion. 

That if any laundress, or other servant, empty any 
stoots, or cast any ashes, filth, or dirt, in any of the 
courts ; or empty chamber-pots out of windows ; the 
master is to be amerced for such offence. 
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Tliat search be made every term for lewd and 
daiigerous persons ; that no such be suffered to lodge 
in the house. 

Buildings.'] — The andent buildings of Gray's Inn 
are spoken of by a contemporary writer as possessing 
very little beauty or uniformity, being erected by 
difierent persons, and the structure of the more ancient 
not only very mean, but of so slender capacity, says he, 
that even the ancients of the house were necessitated 
to lodge double : for, at a pension held here 9th July, 
21 Henry VIII. John Hales, then one of the barons 
of the exchequer, produced a letter directed to him 
from sir Thomas Nevile, which was to request him 
to acquaint the society, that he would accept of Mr. 
Attomey*general (viz. sir Christopher Hales) to be 
his bedfellow in his chamber here; and that entry 
might be made of the same in the book of their rules* 
' In the year 159^2, the sum of 100/. 3^. 4d: was 
contributed by different members of the society to* 
wards building a gate in Holbom ; which was ^soon 
afterwards erected. 

The gardens, for which this inn of court is still cele- 
brated, and which are very large and beautiful, were 
planted about the 40th year of the reign of Elizabeth, 
at which period Mr. Bacon, afterwards lord Verulam^ 
in his account, as treasurer of the society, allowed 
the sum of 7 1* 6s. 8(2. for planting elm-trees in them. 
Of these elms some, however, died ; for at a pension, 
held afterwards, an order was made for a present 
supply of more young elms, in the places of such as 
were decayed: and that a new rail and quickset 
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hedgies should be set upon the upper long walk, at 
the discretion of the same Mr. Baocm md Mr. Wil* 
braham ; which being done, amounted to 6oL 6s. 8d. 
^' as by the said Mr. Bacon^s account, allowed 20th 
April, 42£liz. appeareth.** 

' Gray's Inn at present consists of two principal 
squares or courts, besides a third or smaller one 
fiicing the principal entrance to the gardens. Of 
these the larger court, which is entered from Gray^s 
Inn Lane, is the handsomest, the chambers being 
roomy and commodious, and the exterior of the 
buildings, though in no respect remarkable either for 
antiquity or beauty, respectable and uniform. 

The hall and chapel occupy the south side of this 
larger court. The former is not so fine or spacious a 
room as that of the Middle Temple ; but it exceeds 
both in beauty and size the hall of any of thie other 
inns. of court, and is a well-proportioned and magni- 
ficent apartment, having a very elegant timber roof, 
little inferior to that of the Middle Temple hall, and 
its windows being as richly decorated with armorial 
bearihgs. ■ 

The old hall was, in * the reign of Edward VI. 
ceiled with fifly-four yards of wainscot, at 2^. a yard ; 
but this rq^aration being found insufficient to preserve 
it from decay, the foundations of the present hall 
wer^ laid in 3 & 4 Philip and Mary. . Every fellow 
of the house, possessed of a chamber, was obliged, 
under penalty of losing it, to contribute towards this 
work, which was finished in the second year of the 
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reign of queen Elizabeth, in the treasurership of sir 
Gilbert Gerard, knight, and cost 863/. 1 0^ . ed. 

The present chapel of Gray*s Inn is a very neat 
little edifice, and appears of modem erection. It 
stands on the site of the ancient religious structure be^ 
fore described, by the name of the chapel of Portpole. 
In this latter chapel was a chauntry of one chaplain, 
founded in the 8th of Edward II. to celebrate divine 
service daily for the soul of John the son of Reginald 
de Gray, for which certain lands were then granted 
to the prior and convent of St. Bartholomew's, in 
Smithfield. And, at the expense of the latter, 
divine service in succeeding ages was here performed, 
on the behalf of the students, and other members of 
this society, as is evident from a decree made in 
the augmentation court, 10th Nov. 33 Henry VIII. 
This decree farther expresses, that the said prior 
and convent, and their predecessors, were yearly 
charged witli the pension of 7^* J 3^. 4d. for the 
salary or stipend of the said chaplain : and that the 
said house of St. Bartholomew being then dissolved, 
this society, in recompense thereof, should receive 
of the king*s highness, for finding of the said chap^ 
Iain, during the king's pleasure, the sum of 6/. I3s.4d. 
sterling, yearly, to be paid by the hands of the trea^ 
surer of the said court of augmentation, at the feasts 
of the Nativity of St. John Baptist and St. Michael 
the Archangel, by even portions. 

In the reign of Edward VI. on a reformation in 
religion taking place, certain utensils belonging to 
the. Romish worship, and then in this chapel, wera 
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ordered to be sold for the benefit of the society^ ti^* 
one vestment, with a cross of red velvet; a holy 
water stock of brass ; two candlesticks ; a little bell 
of brass ; a vestment of silk^ specked with gold ; and a 
pair of organs. Which being accordingly sold, there 
then remained a chalice ; a surplice ; a bible of the 
largest volume ; a psalter ; a book of service ; an 
altar-cloth; a table; a lantern of glass; and a 
chist. 

In I Mary, the Romish religion being restored, 
there was a new altar set up, and ornaments, &c. 
provided as follows : s. d. 

For nine ells of Holland, for three altar-doths 12 6 
For seven ells and a quarter of lockram, for an- 

albe - - - - - -73 

For three quarters of an ell, for a corporas O 3 

For five pieces, for the albe and ephode - 18 
Tape for the ephode and the girdle - 2 

Two cruets - - - - - 1 8 

For a super-altar - - - - - 1 8 

For making of the albe, ephode, towels, and 

corporas - •- - - - 1 2 

For one hundred and four feet of oaken board, 

for the altar - - - - - 3 8 

For six double quarters • - - . -20 
For nails - - - - - -05 

For carriage - - - - - o 6 

For making the altar - - - - 2 8 

For a painted cloth to hang before the altar ] 8 
For hemming the altar-cloths - - -04 
For a desk - - - - - -lo 

4 
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In 1 1 Elkabeth (13 June), it was ordered, that a 
pulpit be prepared in the chapel ; and that the par- 
tition in the said chapel should be removed, and stalls 
made, according to the discretion of the dean of the 
chapel. 

The divinity reader at this chapel, by an order 
made in the reign of the above queen, was to be a 
man unmarried, and having no ecclesiastical living, 
other than a prebend, without cure of souls or 
readership in any oth^r place, and that he should 
keep the same place during his continuance unmar- 
ried, and not being preferred to any ecclesiastical 
living or readership, and no longer. 

In 42 Eliz. (] 1 February), it was ordered that all 
gentlemen of this society should usually and regularly 
frequent the chapel as well at service as sermons, and 
every term yearly reqeive the communion, if they be 
in commons, or lie in the house, upon pain for every 
default in receiving the communion to forfeit 3^. 4d^ 
and if not once every year, then to be expelled. 

In 21 Jac. (30 Oct.), there was an order that all 
women should be barred from the chapel at sermons, 
and all persons strangers, but such as were brought 
in by some of the society ; as also that all gentlemen 
should go out of the chapel, bare-headed, in a decent 
manner. 

Women and bo3rs were not suffered to come within 
any part of the chapel, at any time ; " nor any stranger 
before the bell hath done ringing, except he be 
brought in by a reader or gentleman of the house.** 

^4 



344 oray's irk. 

Eminent Men.'] — Sir Nicholas Bacon and sir 
Francis Bacon were two of the most eminent members 
of Gray's Inn • 

Sir Nicholas^ the father^ was bom in 1 5 ] O^ at Chisel* 
bursty Kent^ and studied at Corpus Christi college^ Cam- 
bridge^ previous to his entering himself a member of 
this society. He was in high favour with Henry VIII. 
who granted him^ on the dissolution of St. Ed* 
mondsbury monastery, in the 36th year of his reign^ 
the manors of Redgrave, Botesdale, and Gillingham, 
with the park of Redgrave^ and six acres of land in 
Wortham ; as also the tithes of Redgrave^ to hold in 
capite, by knight's service. 

In the 38th of the same monarch he was made 
attorney of the court of wards, was elected treasurer 
of Gray's Inn in 1552, and knighted by queen 
Elizabeth; and, on the 22d of December 1558, 
had the great seal delivered to him, with the title of 
lord keeper, and was made a privy counsellor. 

His great parts and great preferments were far from 
raising him in his own opinion, as appears from the 
modest answer he gave to queen Elizabeth, when she 
told him his house at Redgrave was too little for him ; 
^^ Not ^0," returned he ; *^ but your majesty has made 
me too great for my house.^ Yet to shew his respect 
for her majesty's judgment, he afterwards added 
wings to it. Towards the latter end of his life he 
became very corpulent, which made the queen mer- 
rily say, that " Sir Nicholas's soul lodged well.'* 
To himself, however, his bulk was very cumbersome, 
insomuch that, after walking from Westminster hall 
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to the Star-chamber^ which was but a very little way, 
he was usually so much out of breathy that the lawyers 
forbore speaking at the bar till he recovered himself; 
and gave them notice of it^ by knocking with his 
stafF'. 

Sir Nicholas Bacon had much of that penetrating 
genius^ solidity of judgment^ persuasive eloquence, 
and comprehensive knowledge of law and equity, 
which afterwards shone forth with so great a lustre 
in his son, who was as much inferior to his father in 
point of prudence and integri^, as his father was to 
him in literary accomplishments. He was the first 
lord keeper who ranked as chancellor. 

His death is reported to have happened through a 
cold, caught from having fallen asleep with his window 
open, afler having been under the hands of his bar- 
ber. Ob. 20 Feb. 1579. 

" Sir Francis Bacon,** says a late writer, ^^ will 
live in his works as long as books endure, and will 
as long remain a monument of strength of mind and 
imbecility of character.** This great man*s history is 
^miliar : the successive dignities he attained were but 
the just reward of his great merit and learning, and 
had they come unsolicited, and not been the con* 
sequence pf mean compliances, they would have re* 
fleeted lustre on him instead of disgrace. His character 
is nervously portrayed by Mrs. Macauley ; " Thus 
ignominious,** says she, speaking of his degradation, 
'^^ was the £dl of the famous Bacon, despicable in all 
the active part of life, and only glorious in the con- 

' Bctham'a Baroaetage. 
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templative. Him the rays of sdenoe senfed but to 
embellish, not enlighten ; and philosophy herself was 
degraded by a conjunction with his mean soul *• He 
did not survive above five years this disgrace. We 
are told that he often lamented that ambition and 
&lse glory had diverted him from spending his ^ole 
time in the manner worthy his extensive genius ; but 
there is too much reason to believe, from his con- 
duct, that these sentiments arose from the weight of 
his mortifications, and not from the conviction of 
his judgtnent. He retained, through the favoQr 
of James, and in consequence of many supplica^ 
tions, a nominal pulsion of 1800/. a year; but^ 
through the deficiency of its payment, languished 
out the remainder of his life in indigent circum- 
stances 3. It is needless for an historian to describe 
the strength or extent of his genius ; his precious 
bequests to posterity paint them stronger than can 
any other pen." 

David Jenkins, the patriotic and honest Welsh 
judge, in the reign of Charles I. was a member of 

* During the time he had the seals, he received a number of letters 
from Bactingham, in favour of different persons who had causes de» 
pending in chancery. There is great reason to believe that every one 
of these mandates was implicitly obeyed by the submissive chancellor* 
These letters are in a collection published by Dr. Birch. 

* He complains, in Dr. Birch's letter^, that the pension of iSooL 
t year, which he enjoyed during his prosperity, was stopped, and 
that there was 800/. in arrears due upon it. Among the many peti- 
tions he preferred to Buckingham for a subsistencci he descended to 
ask the proctorship of Eton school, and was denied. York house 
and his manor of Gorambury were sold to pay his debts ; and, at bMt^ 
he was induced to take up with a lodging in Graft Inn^ which he 
Inhabited while he was a practical lawyer. 
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this society. He had imprisoned and condemned 
several persons bearing arms against the king^ and 
courageously disowned the usurped jurisdiction of the 
commons^ when brought to their bar. ^^ Expecting 
daily to be hanged, he Came to a resolution to 
suffer with the Bible under one arm and Magna 
Charta under the other* His vindication of himself^ 
and other occasional pieces of his writing, were 
printed in 12mo. 1648, with his head^ by Marshal 
Ob. 1663, aet. circ. 81 ♦." 






CHAP, vin. 

IKNS OF CHANCERT BELONGING Td GRATIS INN. 

STAPLE INN. 

Staple Inn is traditionally reported to have been 
called *^ Staple Hall,'* and to have been anciently a 
sort of exchange or meeting-place for the wool«mer« 
chants^ or staplers. 

In the reigu of Henry V. however, and probably 
hefore, it had become an inn of chancery, the society 
still possessing a manuscript of the orders and oon« 
stitutions made at that period. It was then held by 
lease (for the first grant of the inheritance of it to the 
ancients of Gray's Inn, from John Knighton and 
Alice his wife, daughter of John Chapwood, was hj 
indenture of bargain and sale, dated 10 November^ 
HO Henry VIII.) ; after which there were other feof& 
ments made. For, upon the 4th day of June, 20 
Jac. L sir Francis Bacon, knight, then lord Vera* 

« Gnuigcr'0 Biog. Hist. Bog. 
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hm, and viscount St. Alban^ did enfeoff sir Edward 
Moseley, knight, attorney of the dutchy of Loncas-^ 
ter, sir Henry Ydverton^ and others^ the ancients 
of Gray's Inn, of this seminary, by the name of ^^ All 
the messuage or inn of chancery commonly called 
Staple Inne, and one garden thereunto adjoyning, 
with all and singular their appurtenances, in times 
past belohging to John Knighton, gentleman, and 
Alice his wife, situate in the parish of St. Andrew's, 
Holbeme, in the suburbs of London ; which mes- 
suage, &c. the said Francis lord Verulam lately had, 
together with John Brograve, esq. attorney to queen 
Elizabeth, of the dutchy of Lancaster, Richard 
Munger, William Whyskins, and others, then de- 
ceased, of feoffment of sir Gilbert Gerard, knight, 
then master of the rolls, Ralph Brereton, esq. and 
William Porter, gentleman, as by their said deed, 
dated 16 Maii, 32 Elizabeth, more fully appeareth, 
to have and to hold to the said sir Edward Mosdey, 
and others, their heirs and assigns, to the only use 
and behoof of the same Edward, Henry, and their 
heirs and assigns for ever.*' 

This inn stands on the south side of Holbom, 
nearly opposite Gray's Inn Lane, and is one of the 
two inns of chancery belonging to Gray's Inn. It 
consists of two large courts surrounded with build- 
ings. Great part of the second court was rebuilt in 
the early part of the last century, and contains a small 
garden, pleasantly laid out. The first court, adjoin- 
ing Holbom, and particularly the street front, is of 
a much greater age. The latter extends a consider* 
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able lengthy and has a very antique but decayed 
appearance. Prom the fiishion of the stone- framed 
windows at the back of the building, it must at least 
be as old as the time of queen Elizabeth^ and may 
possibly have been built much earlier. 

The hall of this inn, which divides the two. squares, 
is^ a modem erection, at least it does not appear 
equally ancient with some of the other buildings. It 
contains^ on the outside, a^ dock and a small turret. 
The interior forms a large handsome room, and is 
neatly kept. 

In the windows are a few coats of arms of former 
members or benefactors. The hall likewise contains 
some portraits, of no particular interest, and casts of 
the twelve Cassars, on brackets. 

; BERNARD'S INN. 

Bernards Inn is situated at a small distance from 
Staple Inn, in the same street. It likewise con- 
sists of two courts surrounded by chambers, but 
inferior to the latter in size. The buildings, how- 
ever, are handsome and convenient : the whole hav- 
ing been but lately rebuilt. 

' The hall of this inn is a very small room. It 
contains a few portraits of eminent law characters, 
and two busts. The windows are likewise decorated 
with armorial bearings. In the second square is a 
small neat garden, railed round, and a thoroughfare 
to Fetter Lane. 

Bernard's Inn was anciently called Mackworth Inn, 
and was given by Thomas Atkins, citizen of London, 
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ime of the execators of John Madcwortfai dean of 
linooln in 32 Henry VI. to the dean and chapter of 
Lincoln^ and their auocessors for ever, to find a 
chaplain to celebrate divine service in the chapel of 
St. George, within the aithedral church of Lincote^ 
where the body of John Mackworth lies buried. 

It is called in the record the second inn of chancery 
belonging to the above dean and chapter, and was 
founded by inquisition in the Guildhall of London, be« 
fore J. Norman, mayor, the king's escheater : " The 
jury said, that it was not hurtful for the king to 
license Thomas Atkins, citizen of London, one of 
the executors of John Mackworth, dean of Lincoln, 
to give one messuage in Holbom, in London, with 
the appurtenances, called Mackworth*s Inn, but 
then commonly known by the name of Bernard's Inn ; 
but that the same might be given to the dean and 
chapter of Lincoln, to find one sufficient chaplain to 
celebrate divine service in the chapel of St. George, 
in the cathedral church of Lincohi, where the body 
of the said John is buried ; to have and to hold the 
said messuage to the said dean and chapter, and to 
their successors for ever, in part of satisfaction of 
20/. lands and rents, which Edward III. licensed the 
said dean and chapter to purchase to their own use, 
either of their own fee of tenure, or of any other, so 
the lands were holden of the king in capite.** 

There is additional evidence that it was ah inn of 
chancery about this time, from a circumstance men- 
tioned in Stowe's Annals . * * In the 32d of Henry VI .** 
says he, " a tumult betwixt the gentlemen of the 
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iniies of couxis and dianoery, and the dtizens of 
London^ hapning in Fleet Street, in which some 
mischief was done ; the prindpals of Clifford's Inne, 
Fumivall's Inne, and Barnard's Inne, were sent pri- 
soners to Hartford castle." 

The government of Bernard's Inn was vested in a 
principal and twelve ancients, besides the gentlemen 
of the house, who were obliged to be in commons a 
fortnight, two terms, and ten days, the other terms^ 
for which they paid fiVe shillings per week if absent* 
Their dress in commons was like the rest of the inns, 
consisting of long robes and knit caps. Mootings 
were disccmtinued among them for some time before 
they were left off by the other inns. 

The armprial ensigns of tlijs inn are. Party per pale 
indented ermiriy and sable a chevron frettee or and 
gules. 



CHAP. IX. 

SERJEANTS' INNS. 

Besides the inns of court and chancery, there have 
been from very remote antiquity other inns, or hostels y 
as they were called, appropriated to the use of the 
judges of the king's bench, common pleas, barons of 
the exchequer, and seijeants at law. Two of these 
are still remaining, the one situate in Chancery Lane, 
the other in Fleet Street. A third Seijeants' Inn 
stood in Holbom, . called Scroop's Inn, which has 
been long destroyed. Of these, as a sort of ap- 
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pendagtt to the other inns, a few brief 
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SERJEANTS* INN^ Chakcbkt Lahe. 

This inn consists of two small cx>urts^ surrounded 
by the judges* chambers^ which are spacious and 
handsome rooms* The principal entrance is from 
Chancery Lane^ and fitmts the hall : the second court 
communicates with Clifibrd's Inn, by means of a 
small passage. The whole of the buildings/ are 
modern^ and the work of the last century : the only 
parts of them that merit notice are^ the hall and the 
chapel. 

The ascent to the hall is by a very handsome flight 
of stone steps and ballustrade. It is built of brick^ 
with stone cornices^ and ornamented in front with a 
handsome pediment^ surmounted by a turret and 
clock. The inside is not large^ but forms a well- 
proportioned apartment I and the windows, like those 
of most of the other haUs, are decorated with armo- 
rial bearings in stained glass. The chapel is a small 
neat edifice, with seats for the judges, but is no wajrs. 
remarkable. 

This inn did not attain its present appellation of 
*' Seijeants' Inn" till about the year 1484 ; previous 
to which it was called " Faryngdon's Inn, in Qian- 
cellor's Lane;** and still earlier, viz. in the 17th of 
Ric. n. it was mentioned by the name of ^^ Tene^ 
Tnentum domini Joh, SkarleJ"* It was at this period 
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let by the bishop of Ely^s appointment^ whose estate 
it was, to aoe of the clerks of the chancery, as appears 
by the bailifi^s account to the then bishop. In 1401 
it is called Haspicium domini Joh. Sharks About 
three years afterwards, viz. in 1404, in another ac- 
count it is thus noticed : 

Dominus Rob. Faryndon, clerictcs dom. regis habet 
pensianem sibi concessam ab episcopo de vi/. xiii^. iiiiii* 
per annum percipiendam de redditu hospidi domini in 
Chancelers Lane, et ed occasione tenet Jdem hospicium. 
In the accompt c^ 7 Hen. IV, it is said, hospicium* 
nuper Faryngdan in Chancelers Lane, extitit vacuum 
per dimidium anni ad decasum iiil. vis. viiid. ; and in 
8 Hen. IV. Hospicium domini Joh. Skarle conceditur 
euidam clerico cancellana per prceceptum domini; 
but in 14 1 1 it was called Faryndon Inne. 

It is probable that the Serjeants at law had lodg^ 
ings here at this time ; for within three years after^ 
wards, viz. in 1414, the bishop's bailiff accounts for 
the repair of Askham's chamber, by which it seemi 
that the lodgings were let apart : soon after, how* 
ever, the whole house was entirely demised to the 
judges and others learned in the law; ftnrin 14 iQ 
there is accounted to the bishop vi7. xiiis. iiii(f. pro 
Faryndon^s Inn in Chancellors Lane dimisso Rogero 
Horton et Willielmo Cheney justiciariis, et Walr 
tero Askham apprentisio legis. 

Besides this Walter Askham, there was about this 
time one Robert Askham, seijeant at law, who was 
of council to the bishop of Ely, and bad xU. per 
wnum pension for the same* 

A A 
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It seems that the judges and seijeants were not 
constant tenants to the bishop in those days for this 
house ; for in 1425^ tliese are the words of the ae« 
oompt ; Hospicium in Chancelers Lane sietii moccu* 
patum per totum annum circa reparationem efusdem et 
contra annum seqnentem dimittitur J. Martin^ et 
Jacobo Strangwiz, ei T. Rolf, Justiciariis ad v. Ub. ; 
and then soon after (viz. 1430) it had the name of 
Hospicium Justiciariorum. 

In an. 1440 it was again demised ^^ Joh. Hodg 
et aliis servientibus legis/' for the rent of v/. per 
an. In 1474 it was let to sir Robert Danby, luiight, 
then chief justice of the court of common pleas^ and 
other the judges of that time, at iiii/. per an. And 
two years after, in 1476, to sir Thomas Grey, knight, 
at the like rent of iiii/. per an. ; which rent from him 
the said sir Thomas Grey is accounted for from that 
time till the year 1481 inclusive. And in 1484 the 
same sir Thomas Grey had a new lease thereof by 
the name of Hospichtm vocatum Serjeants hme in 
Chancelers Lane, at. iiii /. per an. doing all repairs ; 
which rent he paid till the year 1490 ; how much 
longer does not appear ; for in ] 4g2 it was in the 
bishop's hand for lack of a tenant : but after this it 
was but a while out of the judges* and Serjeants* 
tenancy : for in 1508 (whidi was the last year of the 
reign of king Henry VII.) it was demised by in-^ 
denture by the name of Hospicium in Chancelers 
Lane vocatum Serjeants Imte to John Mordaunt 
and Humphery Coningsby (then two of the king*s 
Serjeants at law), at the rent of iiii/. per annum^^ 
keeping all repairs. 
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r In 2 Ed. VI. T. Goodrick, then bishop of Ely, by 
a lease bearing date 17 Dec. demised it to Chr. FuU 
netty, his brp)Lha*-in-law, for Ixxxi years ; which 
lease coming by mean assignment to sir Anth. Ash- 
ley, knight, and then by surrender to bishop Felton, 
that bishop granted it to the said Anthony for three 
lives (viz. of Philippa, then his wife, afterwards mar- 
ried to Carey Rawley, esq. and two of his servants). 

SERJEANTS' INN, Fleet Street. 

. This inn retains its ancient name, but is at present 
little more than a mere private court, having been 
deserted by the judges on the buildings df the old 
inn falling to decay. It adjoins the north-east comer 
of the Temple, with which it has a communication 
by means of a narrow passage ; but the principal en- 
trance is from Fleet Street, where there are handsome 
iron gates, and was formerly a lodge, and a porter 
kept. 

. This place was a residence of the seijeants at law, 
at least as early as the reign of Henry VI. and appa- 
rently before ; for in the year J 442 it is demised un- 
der the following ^' law Latin description*' of unum 
messuagium cum gardino, in parochia S. Dunstani in 
Fleet Street y in suburbio civitatis Lond. quod nuperjvit 
Johamus Rote, et in quo Joh. Ellerkor, et alii servi- 
entes ad legem 7mper inhabitarunt. 

The above lease was granted by the dean and 
chapter of York, whose estate it then was (and pos- 
sibly now is), to one William Antrous, citizen and 

A A 2 
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tiylor of London, for eighty years, at the rent of ten 
marks a year. This person is supposed to have been 
a sort of steward to the judges, and to have occupied 
some part of the mansion himself; for in a second 
lease, afterwards made to John Wykes by the same 
dean and diapter (vie. in 1474) for the like rent and 
term, it is expressly stated, that the said John Wykes 
inhabited therein. 

In the 15th of Henry VIII. this inn was by a third 
lease, bearing date the 20th of June, demised by the 
said dean and chapter direcdy to sir Lewes Pollard, 
knight, then one of the justices of the court of com- 
mon pleas, Robert Norwich and Tho. Inglefi^ld, the 
king's seijeants at law, John Newdigate, William 
Rndhale, Humphrey Brdwne, William Shelly, and 
Tho. Willoughby, seijeants at the law, and WilKam 
Waiwyn, the king's auditor in the south for hi* 
dutchy of Lancaster, for the term of thirtyM>ne years, 
at the rent of 53 s. payable half yearly. 

« The ancient inn having been burnt down in the 
fire of London, on the lease being renewed by the 
dean and chapter in 1 670, the whole was rebuilt by 
a voluntary subscription of the seijeants ; which sub- 
scription was to be repaid by a particular mode agreed 
on among themselves. The chapel, hall, and kitchen, 
were erected with the overplus of a sum of money 
deposited by seventeen new-created seijeants, after 
deducting about 400/. for their feast. The other 
buildings were finished at the expense of lord chief 
justice Kelynge, and sir Thomas Tvvysden, sir Chris- 
topher Turner, sir Thomas Tyrrel, and sir William 
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Wilde^ }udges of the court of king's bench ; and the 
followii^g ten sergeants at law^ Brome, Hollaway^ 
Ellis, and Willimot, who built the east side, and ser^^^ 
jeants Goddard, Tumor, Barton, Braoipston, Good* 
fellow, and Powys, who built the western side. The 
whole inn has been again rebuilt within these few 
years ; and on the site of the ancient hall (which was 
long used as a chapel), the Amicable Society have 
latdy erected a very elegant building for the transac- 
tion of their business, which is a great oraament to 
the place. 

SCROOPFS INN. 

Scroope^s Inn was an inn for Serjeants at the law in 
the time of Richard III. '. It took its name from 
having been once the town house of one of the lords 
Scroope of Bolton, as appears by the ancient accounts 
of the bailiffs to the bishops of Ely (whose palace it 
adjoined) : ^' Mansio domini Scroope de Bolton, mado 
vocata le Serjeants Place *.** 

* In an. X4S3» »Ricb. 3. penes Matheum Elien. an. 1640. 

* ** '\^thout Oldbourn bridf^, on the right-hand is Odd Lrnie^ 
and up higher on the hill be certain innes and other hix buildingi, 
amongst the which (of old time) was a messuage called Scroope's Inn j 
for so I find the same recorded in the 37th of Hen. 6. 

** This house was sometimes letten oat to Serjeants at the lawe, as 
appeareth, and was found by inquisition taken in the Guildhall of 
London, before Wmiam Purchace, maior and escheator for king 
Henry the Seventh^ in the 14th of hif rcigne» after the death of John 
lord Scroope ; that he died seized in his demesne of fee, by the feof- 
mentof Guy Fairfax, knight, one of the king's justices, made in the 
9th of the same king unto an esquire, the saydc John Scroope, knight, 
lord Scroope of Bolton, and Robert Wingfield, of one houM or teoc- 
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By an inquisition taken the 13 Oct. 14 Hen. VS. 
it appears^ that sir Guy Fairfex^ knight^ a judge of 
the king's bench, and then deceased^ was seised of the 
same by the name of one messuage or tenement, 
Called Serjeants* Inn, situate in Holbom, opposite to 
St. Andrew's church, with two gard^is and two cot- 
tages thereto adjoining ; and being so seised, l>y his 
deed indented, bearing date the 8th Feb. Q Hen. VIT. 
did pass the same to sir John Scrope, knight, lord 
Scrope of Bolton, and others, to the use of the said 
John, his heirs and assigns for ever. 

The site of this inn is now called ^^ Scroope'i 
CourtJ" 



CHAP. X. 



.OF THB ANTiaUITY AND DIGNITY OF SSBJEAHt 

AT LAW. 

Serjeants at law, called in Latin '^ Narratores^ 
and in French " Countors,^* are of very great anti- 
quity, and by some authors the dignity is asserted to 
be prior to the conquest. They are expressly men- 
tioned in a statute of Edward I. ; at which period 
lliomas de Weylaund,r John de Metingham, John 
de Cobbeham, and Elias de Bekingham^ being then 

ment lately called Serjeants' Inne* ntuate against the dmrch of St* 
Andrew in Oldbottrn, in the cttie of London, with two gaideos and 
two messuages to the same tenement belongings in the said dty^ U^ 
liold in burgage, valued by the yeere in all reprizes joj. **^^Mt0da;*i 
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the king*s seijeants^ had pensions assigned them out 
of the exchequer '• 

In the reign of Edward II. Roger de Scotre and 
Edmund Passelegh were, by special writ^ assigned to 
be the king*8 Serjeants — Serjeants assignes as plees /e 
roy et a ses b^oines, says the record : and in the fol- 
lowing reign their success(x^, Robert de Thorpe and 
Henry de Grene, were summoned to parliament, and 
sat with the justices of both benches. They were 
specially exempted from serving on trials of grand 
assize^ except where there were no knights in the 
county^ an evidence that they were esteemed of an 
equal rank ; and they precede, says sir Edward Coke, 
'^ those who sit on an high bench in Westminster 
Hair* (meaning tjne masters in chancery). 

Judge Fortescue, in his treatise ^' De Laudibus 
Legum Anglue,^ speaking of this dignity, says, " the 
k)rd chief justice is first to choose seven or eight of the 
discreetest persons, and mpst celebrated for their pro* 
ficienc^ in l^al studies ; and having presented their 
names to the lord chancellor, the latter, by virtue of 
the king's writ, sh^ll charge every of the persons elect 
to be before the king at a day by him assigned to take 
upon him the state and degree of a Serjeant at law, 
under a great penalty in the said writs limited. 

f * On their appearance at the day appointed,^ they 
shall be sworn upon the Holy Gospel to be ready at a^ 

* Of the «ame degree, about that time, was John de Lyte, owner 
of Lyte's Carey in com. Somerset, who was there buried, with his 
portraiture in a enf,^ and this epitaph : John de Lyte^ tf Amy sm 
femtne ; Fater w^tn Ave Amen. 
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certain specified tirAe to receive the state and degnt 
aforesaid^ and shall then give gold according to an- 
cient custom. 

'*On their receiving of the coif^ among other sokm* 
nities^ they must keep a great dinner, similar to the 
feast of a king*s coronation, which shall continue 
seven days. In this feast each serjeant shall spend at 
least 400 marks, so that the expense of the eight 
Serjeants so made shall amount to 3200 marks/* 

Rings of gold, to the value of at least 40L were 
to he given away ; and he adds, ^^ I your chancellor 
(addressing himself to his royal pupil) well reihem- 
ber, on receiving this ' state and degree, that the 
rings I gave away cost me 50//* Liveries of doth, 
of one suit or colour, were to be given by the Ser- 
jeants also, not only to their household, but to all 
who should attend on them. 

'* None (says he) shall be exalted to the bench 
without first taking on him the degree of seijeant ; 
nor can he receive this degree without having studied 
the law at least sixteen years. And as a sign that all 
justices are thus graduate, every of them, whilst he 
sits in the king*6 court, shall wear a white silk coif 
(his peculiar badge of honour) : and this coif neither 
justice nor serjeant shall ever put off, no, not in the 
king*s presence ever, though he be in talk with his 
majesty.** 

The following extracts, highly curious for their 
antiquity, contain a particular relation of the cere'- 
monies formerly used in the creation of these great 
law of&cers : 
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** 'The Manet or Order of makyng of newe Ser^ 
jeauntysy create and made in Th/nytie Terme, 
jin. terciodecimo Regis Henrici Octavi; whois 
Names be Mr. Rudhale, Mr. Fitz-Jamysy Mr. 
Porte y Mr. Faierfax^ Mr. Spilman, Mr. BrounCy 
Mr. Shelley, Mr. fFtllughby, Mr. Norwich, and 
Mr. Inglefeld \ 

•^ In primis^ in every howse of the fower innes of 
courts upone Fridaye aiFore ther creasions^ abowte 
til, of the clock at after noone^ the companye assem* 
blith^ the new seijeaunts of every howse thene beyng 
in ther innes^ in ther own chaumbers. And after 
that the companye is soo assembled in ther halle, 
thence corny th downe to theme the new seijeaunts : 
and afteir that the newe serjeaunts be soo come downe 
to the companye^ thene all they stondynge togeder^ 
the most auncyent of the company rehearsith the 
maner of lemynge and stody, gevynge lawde and 
preyce to theme that have well usid theme, shewenge 
what wurshipp and profite comythe and growith by 
reascMie of the same, in proffe wherofFe those new 
aeijaunts for llier konnynge, discrecione, and wys« 
domie^ be callide by the kyng's highnes, and his ho* 
norabill councelle, to the gret promocyone and dig* 
nytie of the office of a seijaunt of the lawe : and 
thene he gevythe theme a lawde and preyce for ther 
gode conversadone, and peyne, and diligence, that 
they have takyne and used in ther stodye, present- 

* Ex Tct. cartaceo MS. penes Ric. Smith Lpndineniem, an. i66x. 
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ynge to theme the rewarde of the howse, besecbyng 
theme to be gode and kynde to the companye. 

^' And thene, those newe seijeaunts geve onto the 
companye thanks^ and preye the companye to be gode 
and k3mde to theme, and they shall alweys owe their 
favors and love to theme ; ageyne, g^^vynge a gret 
lawde onto the maners of the howse wher thoroogh 
they have atteynid to ther konnyng and promocyon. 
And after that doone, the newe seijaunts goo to- 
gedyr, oon of theme takyng ahoder be the arme, and 
goo forth toward the place, whereas the serjaunts 
feest shall be kepte : and all the companye, as they 
be in amicyentie folow theme twoo and twoo togedyr: 
and when they come to the place wher as the serr 
jaunt*s feest shall be kepte ; ther shall be redy to re- 
ceyve theme at ther fyrst entryng into that place, the 
hie styward and countroUer, which shalle convey 
theme into the place, where as they shalle have spiced 
bredde, comfeits and oder godely conceyts with ypo- 
eras. After which rekreatione, the new seijaunts goo 
to ther chaumbers, and the companye of court gooith 
home ageyne to ther places. And upone Satyrdaye 
thene next folowenge, alle the judgd9^ and olde ser- 
jaunts come frome Westminster to the place wher the 
newe seijaunts be to dyner; and when dyner is 
doone, thene alle the juges and olde seijaunts departe, 
except the chiefF justice of the comyne place, which 
chieffe justice of the comyne place goith into a se- 
crete chaumber with the chiefF pronotare and the.se- 
cund pronotare, and then the chiefF justice of the 
comyne place causith the stjnvard of the feste to speke 
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<o the newe sajaunts to come before hyme in the 
^d secrete place ; and ther he gevyth to theme a 
godely exortacione ; after which exortacione doone, 
then the eldest seijaunt b^ynnyth after the maner 
of motjnig to trete upone the writte^ that he will 
trete and plede upone. 

^^ And then the next of the newe seijaunts in ann* 
ciente make the defence^ and axeth heryng of the 
writte; and then the chiefF pronotary redith that 
wrytte : and then the seid secund newe seijaunt em- 
parleth ; and after that the secund newe seijaunt 
doith in like maner^ and the secund pronotary redith 
the secund wrytte ; and soo the thyrd and the fourthe 
in like manen &c. 

'^ And after all theis thyngs doone^ the chiefFjus* 
tice of the comyne place departith home to his lodg* 
3^g, and the newe seijaunts to ther chaumbers^ &c« 

^^ And upone Sondaye then next foloweng th$ 
chiefFjustice of the comyne place^ with all the oder 
justices, and olde seijaunts, about ix. of the dok goo 
to the chiefFjustice lodgyng of the kyng*s benche; 
and then all they togedyr in a godely order goo to 
the place, wher as the newe seijaunts bee then a 
waytyng upone them, the seid ii. pronotaries and the 
wardeyne of the Flete with. his servauntes, and the 
marsball of the comyne place with all his criours, and 
the olde seijaunts servaunts^ and in the newe ser- 
jaunts lyvere. 

*^ And then they goo into a grete chaumber wher 
the companye.of court assembleth : and ther all the 
justices sett in a godely order^ and the olde seijaunts 
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ttondiiig nygh to them in ane order, with the leid ii. 
prcmotaries, then the seid styward of the leste, fay the 
oommaundenient of the justice goithtothe iiewe$er-» 
jannts to bryng them before them, ^idiidi oome in 
ane order ii. and ii. togeder, and every cone of them 
a servaunt with a scarlet hode one his arme, and a 
aeijaunrs ooilF in his hande. 

*^ And the newe seijaimts set them syiflTin ane or^ 
der, the oldest in the mydds stondyng arowe in newe 
blewegownes dose aflbre withhooU sieves ; and soo 
stondyng in ane order, the chieflTjostioe of the kyng*s 
benche gevyth a godely exortadone. 

*^ And which doone, the seid newe aer) aunts, and . 
the seid ii. pronotaries use them sylffin dedaradont 
and redyng of the seid writtes, in fbunne affi>]:e re- 
hersid. 

'^ And after that doone, the oldest newe serjaont 
knelyth af!bre the chieflT justice of the kyng*8 bench ; 
and all the oder newe seijaunts in ane order, knde 
downe aflbre the oder justices, and every justice put* 
tith upone the new seijaunts soo kndyng ther ooyfiSf 
and ther scarlet hodes abowte ther nekks. 

*^ And that doone, they rise uppe, and make dewe 
curtesye, and departe ii. and ii. togeder to ther diaum* 
bers : and then, all the justices goo downe into the 
hall to dyner ; and then come all the newe seijaunts 
with ther seid coif& upone ther hades, and ther seid 
hodes aboute ther nekks, and stonde arowe oone by 
anoder alonge afibre the table on the sowth side in 
the hall. And then all the juges wasshe and sitt 
downe, and the chieff justice of the king's bepcb^ 
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oothmaunditk all the newe serjaunts to wasshe^ and 
•itt downe, which sitte downe in ane order ooue a 
lytell distaunce from anoder, and ych of them hath a 
iarvar stondyng before hym, and two of the newe ser- 
jaunts sitt at oone mese, and so dyne with sober coun- 
tenaunce and lytell communycacion. 

" And after that they have dynyd they ryse up and 
goo afibre the justices^ and make dewe obedyence to 
them^ and then stonde ageyne in lyke order as they 
did afibre they satte downe. 

*^ And afterward the justices aryse and waase and 
geff thanks- onto the newe seijaunts for ther gode 
dyner. 

^^ And then the newe serjaunts make dewe cur* 
tesie, gevyng thanks onto the justices for ther peyne. 

*^ And then the justices departe home to ther 
lodgyngs^ and the newe seijaunts to ther dmum- 
bers, &c. 

^' And upone Mondaye then next foloweng, the 
newe seijaunts goo soberly to Westminster aboute 
ix. of the clok aiFore noonCj the eldest aftbre, and the 
next auncient foloweng, and soo to the yongest. 

** And afibre the newe seijaunts^ goo the wardeyne 
of thc'iFlete, and the chiefF marchall of the comyne 
place^ and ther offyccrs and servaunts of ther lyve^ 



** And after the newe seijaunts^ goo ther owne 
serveaunts in ther lyverees; and they goo fyrst 
thorough the kyng's streite to Seynt Edward, ami 
tiier offer. 

*^ And then they goo to ower Lady of Pewe^ and 
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ther th^ oiier; and then they come into the hdi, 
and 8tonde severally with ther bokks to the tabyll 
aflbre the corny ne place^ afFore the juges : and aoo 
atondyng in ane order^ the olde seijaunts goo to my 
lorde chaunceller ; and then come with hym my lorde 
treasorer and my lorde privye seall into the comyne 
place with the judges of the kyng^s benche, and all 
they with the jiiges of the comyne place sitt downe in 
the comyne plaoe. 

" And after that they be sette, the cbiefF justice of 
the comyne place comaundith ii. of the olde seijaunts 
to fetche the eldest of the newe seijaunts. And then 
those ii. olde seijaunts goo and take the eldest of the 
newe seijaunts by the armes bytwene them ; and at 
the table comyng forward^ they iii. tpgeder make a 
iowe curtesies and ageyne in the myddis of the hall a 
lyke curtesie ; and when they come to the barre, s 
lyke curtesie ; and they come thorough a lane made 
mete and redy for them by the wardeine of the Fleie^ 
and the seid marchall^ and ther ofiycers. 

. ^* And when they bee soo at the barre^ the seid 
eldest, new serjaunt soo brought to the barre seith 
after this maner: < My lorde Brudenell^ John at 

* StyUy ad sue eye devaunt vous une hreff de, &€• 

* envexf Robert Doume, (sfprid q'il soit demaunde.* 

^' And then the chiefF pronotare shall seye eye per 
attorney. 

*' And then the seid eldest newe seijaunt shall de- 
clare upone his writte. 

" And after declaradon made^ the eldest of the 
olde serjaunts shall make his defence and praye heryng 
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of the writte ; and then the seid chiefF proiioiare shall 
rede the writte ; and then the seid eldest of the olde 
serjaunts shall emparle. 

'^ And then he that dealith the ryngs for the eldest 
of the newe seijaunts shall ryse up as he sittyth 
«monge the ofiycers of the comyne place, and shall 
stonde upone the myddes of the horde of the comyne 
place^ and ther make a lowe curtesie, and then he 
shall come and steppe unto the benche bytwene bothe 
the pronotaries, and ther he shall knele downe b3^ore 
my lord chauncder ; and seye^ that the seid eldest of 
the new seijaunts recomendith hym to his grace ; and 
sendith hym a tokyne of his creasione, and kysse it, 
and delyver it to hym : and in lyke maner he shall de* 
tyver a ryng to my lord treasorer : and another to my 
lord prive seall, and anoder to the chiefF justice of the 
kyng's benche ; and anoder to the chiefF justice of the 
comyne place ; and so forth to the oder justices^ pn> 
notaries, and oder officers of the place. 

^^ And then shall the secund and the third of the 
eldest of the olde seijaunts fetche the secund of the 
newe seijaunts, and demeane them sylfF as the fyrst 
dyd; and the secund pronotare shall rede the 
writte, 

" And then he that shall deale the ryngs for hym 
shall demeane hym sylfF as the fyrst dealer dyd. . 

*^ And after lyke maner, shall the residew of the 
eldest and newe seijaunts and ther dealers demeane 
them 9ylfF. 

^^ And when aU that is doone, then my lord chaun- 
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cdler shall gefF them thanks for ther ryngs, and m 
gret oommendacion, and his soleme bl} ssingv 

^^ All which doone, my lord chaonodier and the 
8eid juges, and olde seijaunts goo homward^ to the 
fest. 

^^ And after them goo the seid newe seijaunts with 
ther officers, as they came forth. 

^^ And when those newe seijaunts come home^ 
they goo to ther chaumbers to ther wyfis and freends> 
and ther have ther hooU servyces brought to them by 
ther clerks : and gentilmen of court serve ther that 
daye according to ther lotts, &c. 

'^ And when the seid newe seijaunts have dyned^ 
then they goo in a sober maner with ther seid oSy-- 
cers and servaunts into London, oone the est side dt 
Chepe Syde, oneto Seynt Thomas of Acres, and ther 
they offer, and then come downe one the west syde 
of Chepe Syde to Powles, and ther offer at the rode 
of north dore, and at Seynt Erkenwald's shrine, and 
then goo downe into the body of the chirche, and 
ther they be appoyntid to their pyllyrs by the styward 
and countroller of the feste, which brought them 
thidder with the oder officers. 

'^ And after that doone, they goo home ageyne to 
the place of the fest, kc. 

". And upone Tewesdaye, the seid newe Serjeants 
goo ageyne in sober maner to Westminster with the 
seid wardeyne of the Flete and the marchall, and 
oder offycers affbre them, and their servaunts after 
them in ther ly verees ; and goo thorough Westmin- 
ster Hall, onto ower Lady qfPewe ; and after come 
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downe ageyne into Westminster Hall to the tabyil 
ageynst the comene place^ and ther stondyng with 
ther bakkys ageynst the same tabyil^ the seid officers 
take ther leve of the seid newe seijaunts. 

*' And then^ when the court is doone^ the seid 
newe serjaunts goo home severally with ther owne 
servaunts, and no more with them^ excepte such as^ 
lyste to speke with them for causis. 
'. ^^ And then afterward the justices of the comyne 
place appoynte them a daye iiii. or v. dayes after that^ 
to argue ther mater in lawe appoynted to them a 
sevenyght afibre ther creadone^ &c.'* 

These ceremonies in the creation of Serjeants at 
law were observed for many years afterwards with 
very little variation. In the first of Edward VI. Ser- 
jeants Whiddon, Coke^ Pollard, &c. members of 
Lincoln*s Inn, after having been to Westminster 
Hall, went "from thens to our JLady of Pewes 
chappell, and thene came agene ineto Westminster 
Halle, and invited the lord chancellor and other lords 
and judges to dinner in the hall of that society, " and 
thyther camme allso to dynner my lorde mayer of 
Londone, with certene aldermene and the sheriiles of 
the citie, and sum other men of worshyppe', and gen- 
tlemene besydes, which were biddene to the feastQ 
(and but a fewe other), where they were all hbnor<r 
ably resceyved, thouwhe their dynner was not epicu* 
ryous, nor verrey sumptuous, but yet moderately^ 
discretely, and sufficiently ordered, with a wyse tem-r 
peraunce, withoute greate excesse or superfluyte, a§ 
it was moste convenyent, and to learned lawyers^ and 
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flobre and experte cownsdon, was most decent and 
requisyte. 

^' And whene dynner was aolempnelly finished^ 
the lorde chauncelor^ with the other lordes^ dqiarted 
firome Lincolnes Ynne about twoo of the dock in the 
after noone. 

^* And withyn ane howre after the seid newe ser* 
geaunta went to Pauleys and there eche of theme stode 
at their severall pillers in the body of the churdi> 
accordyng to the auncyent custome ine that case 
used^ and frome thens they camme to Seigeaunf a 
Ynne^ every of theme to their severall chambers^ and 
there remayned. 

^* And thus ended this honorable sergeaunt's feasted 
Vith all the circumstances and proces moche to their 
prayse, woorshippe, and perpetuall fame^ woorthy 
commendation/' 

In the J Qth of Elizabeth^ Messrs. Frands Gawdye^ 
Aunderson^ and others^ then created seijeants at law^ 
kept their feast in the hall of the Middle Temple. 
In the morning of which day (being the first day of 
the sitting of the courts) they went to Westminster 
Hall, preceded by the warden of the Fleet, and their 
writs bdng shewn them, they " stode a row^ in 
ancyenty, and the auncyent of theijri stode next to the 
kings benche, and then, after exhortation given to 
them by sir Nicholas Bacon, knight, lorde keeper of 
the greate scale of England, howe to behave them^ 
selves in their vocations, and howe they should be 
discreet ; for out of their flock may come the judges 
of this realme, &c. And then they weare severally 
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svrome ; and after that the ancyent of those seaven 
saide to the saide lorde keeper theise words^ or other^ 
in efiect as do follow : Hf it please yowe my lord 
keeper y by the ancyent order in this realmey yt hath 
been accustomed^ that the newe sergeants at ther crea* 
tion, should give to the king or quenes heighnes of this 
realme, for the time, being, a ring of gold, in token of 
ther duetyes and thancks to ther majesty. And also 
hathe byn the olde custome that the same serjaunts 
should humbly desire the lord chauncelor of this realme, 
or the lord keeper of the great scale of Englandfor the 
tyme beinge, to receyve that ringe of them, and to 
deliver it to his or her majestie ; therefore I and my 
brethren here most humblye beseeche your good lord* 
shipp to take this ring, and to deliver the same ac^ 
cordinglie.^* 

The lord keeper having the ring, kissed his hand, 
and promised to deliver it ; the Serjeants adjourned to 
the chambers of the chief justice of the common pleas 
(sir James Dyer, knight), " and ther the saide 
cheffe justice declared their vocation what the law is, 
and rehearesed Scripture, that the law was grounded 
cheefFely upoa God, and that Mr. Fortescue saide. 
Quod lex est sanctio sancta, juhens luniesta et pro^ 
hibens contraria. And declared that all vertues byn 
conteyned in honestye: and he also rehearsed to 
them the eiFect of ther writts, and of the olde oth ; 
and also did counoell them not to use delayes, nor 
to give deceytfuU councell to take away anye manfi 
right by untrue vowchef s, in forme doones ; not to 
be captious one upon another, nor to mocke one ano^ 
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ther ; but to be discreete^ to ride with six horses 
and ther sumpter in longe jomeys ; to weare ther 
habite most commonlye in all pflacea at good assem* 
blies ; and to ride in a shorte gowne ; to keepe the 
common place barre ; he saide. Melius, est modicum 
justo super divitias pecaUarum multas, et ivgustepum-- 
eniur ; ei sejnen impiarum peribit ; jusH auiem hare^ 
dUabuni terram, £^c." 

After this exhortation, &c. th^ were permitted 
to depart, and on the following day, having met 
together in their chambers adjoining the Temple 
hall, and being habited in their blue. gowns, their 
clerks bearing their scarlet hoods and coifs ; they 
went, preceded by the warden of the Fleet, tipstaves, 
marshal of the common pleas, &c. to the hall, where 
the chief justice and other of the judges were, " and 
then the saide cheefFe justice made a godlye exhorta- 
tion to them, sayinge, AmbuUue m vocMume in qua 
vocati estis, &c. and then exhorted them to fidelytie 
and secretnesse, and then to circumspect prudence, 
9nd saide. Malum consilium est consultori pessimum ; 
and saide that their qtuyyff hath two things in it ; 
videlicet, it is a kehnet or sallet, that they should 
not fe^re, havinge that on, to speake bowldly the law, 
et est sicut vestis Candida et immaculataj and they 
mighte weare it in place of justice before the king's 
presens; and ther partye garment and hoodd be- 
tQkeneth prudence and temperancye. They were 
the olde coUers used iq this realme in judges in king 
£fdward the Confessors tyme ; and the taberte and 
g(kwne is close to their bodies^ and.girte, and not 
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Open before ; that sheweth that .they should be 
secret to their clyants, not disclosdnge ther councell : 
ther two tangs and ther taberts declarethe^ that they 
should have one tonge for the poore^ another for the 
riche ; and their rings that they give be of gold, 
which is one of the best mettells ; the same be- 
tokenethe ther bountifuUnesse ; they be nmndy they 
have no end ; it sheweth ther integrity. The pro- 
phett sayethe, jimbula coram me et sis integer y that 
is^ hoUe and sound in ther vocation ; and said, Covets 
de avaritiiy atnbitiofie, nedigentid, et excessu; et, 
discite cultum Dei, reverentiam superiori^Jbrtitudinem 
in causa clientis, fidelitatem clienti, et misericordiam 
pauperi, &c. And some cheefFe justice hath begune 
sayeinge^ Hortamur vos, ne gratiam hone in vanum 
recipiatis ; and declared what that grace was, and 
said, Sepe aures tuas spinis, et linguam neqtiam noli 
audire; ori tuo facite ostia, et seras auribus tuis. 
And some other cheffe justice beganne sayinge, 
Omne datum optimum et donum perfectum desursum 
est ; and he expounded it, &c/* 

On the day of the feast, the new seijeants having 
put on their habit, and their brown, blue, and scarlet 
hoods over '^ both their shoulders behind their 
necks," together with their coifs, stood in a row, 
each two yards asunder, their backs against the north 
table in the hall. " And then all the pryvye coun- 
cell and judges, &c. doo wash and sett down; all 
the privye councell and lords att the upper table ; 
the mayor of London and his bretheren att the southe 
heighe table ; all the judges, master of the rolls, 
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barons of th'exchequer^ and the olde serjaunts^ and 
the quenes attorny and solidter^ att a long table in 
the myddest of the haul! ; and the newe seijauntft 
at the saide northe table^ one two yeards from ano- 
ther : and then the heyghe table was served by the 
steward^ and comptrowlet^, marshall^ and warden of 
the Fleete ; and the younge gentlemen of that 
Myddle Temple : and then next the mayer, &c. was 
served ; and after them the judges ; and after the 
newe seijaunts, everie one of them a hole messe of 
meat: and after^ the residue of the tables. And 
everie of the newe serjaunts had ther wives and 
friends dyned in ther chambers in that Temple ; and 
then they were served : and everye o[ the newe ser- 
jaunts had a carver^ cupp-bearer and sewer to him of 
the gentlemen of the house that he came from^ 
standeinge before him^ and so they dyne with sober 
counte}maunoes and little communication/* 

. These seijeants* feasts were uncommonly expen- 
sive : Stowe mentions two held at Ely House^ with 
very great state ; the second was the gi^dest. 

On Monday^ which was their principal day^ king 
Henry and queen Catharine dined there (but in two 
chambers)^ and the foregin ambassadors in a third 
diamber. 

In the hall^ at the high table^ sat sir Nidiolas 
Lambard^ mayor of London^ the judges^ the barons 
of the exchequer^ and the aldermen of the city. 

At the board on the south side sat the master of 
the roUs^ the masters of the chancery^ and worshipful 
citizens : on the north side of the hall certsun alder«- 
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men begacn the board ; and then followed merchants 
of the city. In the cloistry^ chapel^ and galleiy, 
knights^ esquires, and gentlemen were placed ; and 
in the halls the crafts of London. 

The s^eants at law^ and their wives^ kept in their 
own chambers '. 

A feast afterwards given at the Inner Temple hall 
(1555), on the creation of seven seijeants^ of the 
different inns, was upon a still grander scale ; and 
was attended not only by all the great law officers, 
but likewise by numbers of the nobility, officers of 
state, the lord mayor and aldermen, &c. 

The new-elected Serjeants sat all dinner-time on 
the bench side, distinct from each other ; and had 

* The following were among the articlefl provided on this occasion, 
and are curious, as they shew the (Afferent prices at that time and 
the present day. 

<< There were brought to the slaughter-house £. /. d. 
twenty-four great beefes, at- - --x68the piece 
<' From the shambles one carcass of an oxe, at z 4 o 
**> One hundred fat muttons, at« - -04 10 a piece. 
** Fifty-one great scales, at - - -048a piece. 

•* Thirty-four porkcs - - - -033 apiece. 

** Ninety-one piggs - - - -oo6a piece. 

** Capon of Giece, of one poulter (for they 
had three) ten dozen, at - - - -oiSa piece. 
^ Capons of Kent nine dozen and six, at o z o a piece. 

^ Cocks of grose seaven dozen and nine, at 008a piece. 

<< Cocks course ziiii dozen, at 8^.and 3^. a piece. 

<< Pullets, the best - - - - o o a ob. 

** Other pullets - • - - -oo» 

^ Pidgeons 37 dozens, at - - - o o 10 the dozen. 

^ Swans ziiii dozen. 

^ Larkes 340 dozen, at $d, the dozen. 

^ Edward Nevill was senescall or steward, Thomas Ritdiffie con* 
trolleTi Thomas Wilden clerk of the kitchen." 
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^ their tdble on the worthiest side of the hall, aiid 
every one a whole mess^ '^ served out in lordly 
state." 

The lords of the council were first served in the hall. 

The lotA mayor and aldermen next to the lords, 
whose table was on the other side of the hall, with 
one full mess of meat. 

Then the two diief justices, served with one full' 
mess, who sat at a middle table ; the end c^ which 
table was equal with the upper end of the lord 
nuiyor's table^ and the upper end of the new seijeants* 
table. 

Then was the ancientest seijeant served with one 
mess. 

Then the aldermen of London. 

Then the residue of the judges. 

Then the seijeants new elect, in their degrees of 
ancienty. And lastly other tables, furnished with 
guests of inferior quality. 

The before-mentioned tables fully served: there 
was great plenty of meat carried from the dresser, to 
feast the guests that dined in the private chambers 
appointed for the new-elected seijeants *. 

* Between forty and fifty messes of meat were served in the great 
ha|l : of the articles composing each mess the following will serve as 
aspepimen:- 

** A Proportion Jor two Mess of Meat for the Tahkf prepared for the 
Lords of the King and ^ueen*s Pri'oy CounceUf and certain Spanish 
Lords and Gentlemen^ and came with them to the Feast. 

«< First Course. 
** A standing dish of waXy representing the court of com- £. s. d* 
mon pleasy artifically mad^, the chardge thereof - - 409 
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^ A shieUl of brawn for cither mess ... 

** Boyled capons in white-brothy two to a mess - 050 

^ Swans rosted tw6» each mess one • - - 100 

^ Bustards two^ for each mess one - - - zoo 

<* Chewet pies eight, to each mess four . • . 

^ Pikes four, to each mess two - - • - o zo o 

^Capons rosted four, to each mess two - - 0x00 

** Venison baked four laige pasties, every mess two 

^ Hem and bittern four, each mess twe • - 0x60 

*^ Pheasants rosted four, to each mess two • - 0x60 

«• Custards two ..----- 

*< Second Course. 

^^Astandingdishof wax, to each mess one - - 400 
** JeUyes planted, two dozen . .... 

^ Cranes two, for each mess one • - - - zoo 

*< Partridges tweWe, for each mess rix - - - o 16 o 

** Red deer four pasties, to each mess two - • 0x60 
'^ Certain htfge Joules of sturgeon, to each mess one 

^ In woodcocks and plovers, twelve each mess • 068 
** Quince pies, baked, eight, for each mess four 

^ Rabbet suckers twelve, each mess six . • • 040 

** Snipes, rosted, twelve, to each mess six - - o 3 4 

'* Larkes three dozen, to each mess a dozen and a half o » o 

'< March-panes two, for each mess one » • • 068 
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Combat, trial by, in eaiej cfviV, xzo. Form of the ancient challenge, 
III. Writ of possession, XX4. Ceremonies obserred at, 11s and 
1x7. The last trial by combat hcldin Tothill Fields, Westminster, 
in f57z, xx8. Description of the forms anciently observed in a 
Norman manuscript, xx9to z«4« 

Combat in aimmd cases^ XX9 to xaj. Ancient ceremonies observed 
at, i%s to X30. Particularly describe4 in an ancient manuscript, 131 
to X45 . Account of the combat between the carl of Hereford, af- 
terwards Henry IV. and the duke of Norfolk, (note) X45 and X46. 

Confiessor, Edward, panegyric on his laws, 7. 

Coke, sir Edward, biographical account of, soj. 

Counties or shires, when first divided, 50. 

Coined money, its scarcity in the time of the Conqueror, xs. 

Coinage, assize for, established by king John, dipt money prohibited 
by, 17. i 

D. 

Dane lagtf or Danes' laws, why so called, 6. Prevailed in the midland 

counties, ibid. 
-Dane gelt abolished by king Stephen, 14. 
Dodderidge, judge, biographical account of, 270. 
Dress of the king's justices in ancient times, 9s to 96. Ditto as at 

present, 96 to 98. 
Dyer, sir James, biographical account of, 271. 

£. 

Exchequer court, its antiquity, and why so caUed, 85. Its great dig- 
nity, 86. Who anciently sat there, 87. Fines levied there, and 
before whom, 89. Common pleas held there, Und. 

F. 

Felony, excellent laws of Alfred to prevent it, 51. How punished 

anciently, 153. 
First fruits (the profits of vacant livings so termed) first claimed by 

William Rufus, X3. 
Finch, sir Heneage, biographical account of, 206. 



INDEX* 

Fines, their aatiquityy in what manner, befoiip whom, and where 
levied, Z59 to i6o. Specimen of an ancient one, and the examina- 
tion held thereon, i6i to 163. 

Fines levied in the exchequer, 88. 

Fitz-Walter, Robert, appointed marshal of the baronfr' forces, 22. 

Fleetwood, serjeant, biographical account of, 269. 

Fumival's Inn, 344. Fiddel, Thomas, a member of the same, and an 
author, 328. 

G. 

Government, its antiquity, 41 to 43. 

George's, St. Inn, 183. 

Gray's Inn, 328. Its foundation, 329. Readers, 331. Commons, 

332. Apparel, 333. Sports and pastimes, 335. Buildings, $^. 

Gardens, iAU, Description of the modem inn, 340. Account of 

I 

the ancient chapel, 341, 342, and 343. Eminent men> 344. 

• 

H. 
Hale, sir Matthew, anecdote of, 275. 

Hare, sir Nicholas, founder of ** Hare Court" in the Temple, 203. 
Henry L his charter of liberties found in a monastery, i8. Confirms 

the laws of Edward the Confessor, 13. Punishments appointed by 

him for various offences, 13 and 14. 
Henry II. establishes the ** Constitutions of Clarendon ;" institutes 

the trial by grand assize and other regulations ; constitutes justices 

itinerant, &c. 15. 
Henry III. confirms Magna Charta, 22 to 26. 
Hundreds, their first institution, 50. 
Hundred court, ss* Its origin and first judges, 56 • 

I. 

Inns of Court and Chancery, their antiquity, 166 to i68. Why called 
inns of court, and why of chancery, 168 and 169. Ancient qualifi- 
cations for admittance, 170. Students formeriy called apprentices, 
171. Extinct inns, 172. General account of the inns of court and 
chancery, their ancient customs, and the degrees of the members, 
172 to z8z. Manner of the reaJiagjf 178 and 179. When discon* 
iinued, i8o« 

Inner Temple, 282. 

laddie 



Saddle Temple, an. I ^v/ 
Lincoln's Inn, 286* j 

(Stay's Inn, 328. '^ 
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ClfSbrd's Inn, %fu 
Lyon'fi Inn, 276. 
Clement's InO) 177. 
New Iniiy ftSx. 
Strandlony %%j^, I 

Furnival's Inn, 344. 
Thaive*8 Inn» 3i»* 
Staple Inn* 147. 
Bernard's Inn» 149. 
St. George's Inoy A83. 
Serjeants' Inns. 

In Chancery Lane» 35 a>. 

In Fleet Street, 355. 
Scroope's Inn, 357. 
Ingnlphusy abbot of Croylandy brings the laws of Edward the Con* 
£es8or to LondoDf 9. 

J. 

Justice of Bnghnd, the antiquity and continuance of that great ofioc» 

44 and 45- 
Judges, names of the first itincrtnt ones, 47. 

Justices %ji the king's court in Westminster Hall, how crestedy 90. 
Manner of their riding to Westminster Hall, 91. Their ancient 
robes, &C. 9a. Expressed in pictures, ^ and 96. Their present 
dress, ibid, Andently dignified with knighthood, 97. Their an«. 
dent fees or salaries, xoz to 108. Petition of the judges for the 
increase of, 104. 

Jury, trial by, its antiquity, zoS. 

King's bench, court of, 78. The soyereign anciently sat there, ibii^ 
High and transcendant nature of its jurisdiction, 79 and 80. Where 
anciently held, ibid. The first judges there, 81. 

Knighthood, andent manner of confierring this honour on the king's 
justices, 97 to loz. 

L. 

Iaw, the common, origin and account of, 1 to 4- Laws of Edward 
the Confessor, 6. Ratified by proclamation of William the Coo^ 
queror, 9* Confirmed by Henry I. Z3. Establishedby Henry U. at 
Clarendon, and called *< Constitutions of Clarendon,'* 14. Of 
William the Conqueror, 8. 

Lawyers andently churchmen, 45. 

Legal educatioui hints on, z8.i. 



INDSX; 

libraxies beloQging to the Temple, 163 to a68« 

IiDcoln'8 Inn, s86. Monastery of the bUick fiian thcrcy UU. C3ii« 
cheater houses %ZZ. Bail of Lincobi the ancient occupier of 
Lincohi'8 Inn» 289. Buildings, 390. Oate^use, 991 and %^^» 
Chancery Lane, its ancient state, a9». Seafle's Court, 396. 
Stone Buildings, 197. Hall, 298. Chapel, 299. Gardens, 3or. 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, 30a. Library, 30ft, 303, and 304. Orders, 
306. Grand Christmassings, 3x0. Eminent men, 3x8. 

Lyon's Inn, 976. An order respecting it made by the society of the 
Inner Temple, aoa. 

M. 

Magna Chaita, history of the granting of, 17 to 29. Imm^initifT 
granted by, 30. 

Man wood, Roger, biographical account of, 004. 

Merchen-lega, or the laws of the Mercians, the beginning of the com- 
mon law, 5. 

Moore, Sir Francis, biographical account of, 170* 

N. 

New Inn, %Zi» Originally called Our Lady Inn, %Z%, Founded ia 
place of St. George's Inn, a^s* Sir Thomas More a member, 283. 
Kobility, their great power anciently, 47. 

O. 

Ordeal trial by fire and water, X46. Its abolition, 150. 

P. 

Parliaments, their origin and antiquity, 30 and 3x; Their first be* 
ginning obscure, 33. Why so called, 34. Members of, provided 
for at the king's charge, and the quantities of provision the sheriff 
was directed to send, 40 and 41. 

Flowden, Edmund, biographical account of, 269. 

Ploughshares brought to Henry I. as a proof of the decay of tillage, ii. 

Prices of food, as settled in the time of William the Conqoeror, xo. 

Purveyance for victual, ordered to be taken in kind by WHliam the 
Conqueror, 9 and xo. 

R. 

Religious houses severely taxed by William the Conqueror, 9. 
Rich, lord chancellor, biographical account o^ A69. 
Runemede, Magna Charta signed there, ax. Names of barons, &c. 
who signed it, ax and %%• 



s. 

Balarietf tt fees, the atadent ones alkywed to the kmg's jiMticet, ic< 

to ioS. 
Sealsy their aotiquityy 70 to 74, 
Serjeants' Inn, is Chanoery Lane, 35a. In Pkct Street, 355. In 

Holbom, called Scroop's Inn. 
Serjeant at law, antiquity and dignity of, 358 to 377. Great feasts^ 

375 to 377. 
Sheriff's tttm, a court so called, 60. Its ancient judges, 6i*and 6a. 

Jurisdiction, ibiil. 
Smith, sir Thomas, biographical account of, 370. 
Staple Inn, 347. 

Strand Inn, 284. Occlcve the poet a member there. ihtJ, 
Survey, a general one made by William the Conqueror, and called 

Doomsday Book, xi and la. 

T. 

Temple, x8a. King John lodges at, previous to his dgning MagAa 
Charta, 19. General history of, and of the knights templars, Md. 
How anciently a m^sion for the students of the law, 1 8a to x 88. 
Destroyed by Wat Tyler, 189. When first divided into the Inner 
and Middle Temples, 190. Grant of it by king James to the law 
students, 191. Libraries and their contents, 26$ to a68. 

Temple, Inner, its buildings, 191. Ancient orders and regulations 
for government, 196 to ao3. Grand visit of Charles n. 203. So- 
lemn levels, ao5 and ao6. Eminent men educated in this society, 
ao6 to aiz. 

Temple, Bfiddle, ordefs, customs, &c. id time of Henry ym. ail 
toaaa. Degrees of members, officers, ^rvants, &c. aa4* Com- 
mons, %%s • Duties, perquisites, and nature of the different offices, 
aa6 to aa9. Manner of holding parliaments, 229. Admittance, 
dress, and duties of students, 930 and 231. Readers, ceremonies 
^ observed by, a3a and a33, a35 to a39. Solemn revels, a34 and 
a35- Benchers, associates, Serjeants, &c. a4o. Salaries anciently 
paid, a4i* Orders for government, a4a and a43* Buildings, a43 
to a45. Hall, a45 to a4S. Entertainments, 348 to a59* Church, 
a59. Garden, a6a. Eminent men educated here, a69 to a7a. 

Teztus Roffensis, an ancient manuscript, containing the laws of 
Ethelbert, 5. 

Terms (viz. Hilary, Easter, Trinity, and Michaelmas), their ori|g;iO| 
^55 to 159. 

Thaive'sinn, 3aa. 
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Triba^f or lathet ft court so callcdf 57. Its andttit jodgeSf 58. 
VanouB matters of which it took cqgnisancey 59 and 60. 

Trii^ly its several kinds, xoS. By juries, Uid. By combat, its Origin 
and antiquity, 109. Mode of, in cm/ cases, x 10 ton S* Forma* 
lities observed at, in criminal cases, X19 to 14$* Bjjire and waier 
ordeal, the antiquity and manner of, X46 to X50. Its aboliticii» 
iMd. By wager of law, very aodent, 150. In what caics aUowedy 
xjx. Blannerof, 15a. 

Warren, John earl of, his bold answer to the king's justices, a;. 

Wager of law, txialb^r, X5oto 153. 

Whyddon, John, biographical account of, 903. 

WHiiam the Conqueror taxes the religious houses, and uses other 

severities towards the English, 9 and xo. Cruel punidunents ap> 

pointed by, xi« 
WilUam Rufus asserts his claim to the profits of vacant livings, called 

first fruits, 13. 
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